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A N E G tJ Q t fi S 

SOMfi DISTiNSTIISHfeB PERSONS*> 

. . &G* &C. &6. 

^^X^liSf Onginair of the foBowiiig tialom Lettel 
-*- ifOD* Charlw^ the Secoad to Mrs. Lane *i 
i^ til die pc^flbtfkMi^f |oHN Lftien PmMtH £% 
^ Manchei^cF. 

<< I HAVE hithertd^ dtfeired^ wrltiag t^' |ou 
^ in hope to be able to fend you ibmetvblt elft 
^ befules a Letter, aad I bdieve k troubles mc 
^ mbre that I cannot yet't dee k^ Iha^ it does 
^^ jfoti^ though I doe not take yoo. Ce be.ia a 

' ^ Vixi.tatifS^ ^ithgrcfat dexterity, raaiiagctfthc c^ape 
of Ghsrfiftk' alfcer tftr ^Mle of Woftcffbr^ through the 
Mdlaai^eoiiafi^ lk^fh#lba» 

▼<^;ii. » •'good 
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1 ANECDOTES Ot SOMt 

<^ good conciitioii ionge to expe£l it* The truth id 
•* my necefEtycs are greater than can be imagined, 
** but I ana promif(?4 theyihall.be (hortly fupplyed ; 
*' if they are you fllall be fui'6 to I'eceaVe a flbare, 
** for it is impoffible I, can ever forget the great 
<* debte I owe you, w^^ I hope I (hall live to pay, 
" in a degree that is worthy of me : in the meane 
** time I am fure all who love me will be very 
*< kind to you, elfel (hall never think them fo to 
*' Your moft affeftionat frind 

^ w CHARLES R. 

«* Paris, Nov' 23, 1651." 

Charles had pardoned a perfbn of quality who 
had killed bis antagonift unfairly in a duel. 
Sometime afterwards, theperfon upon Whom he 
had fo improperly exerdfed one of the nobleft 
. prerogatives of Royal^, having «iurdered another 
man, Lord Rochefter told the King, **-Sirc, it 
«* was not Lord — — but your Majefty that 
" killed this man." . 

The Author of the <* Richardfovtana** givt& the 
following inftance of that readinefs of reply which 

this lively Monarch pdffefled. His Majefty 

afking Dr. Stillingfleet one day, *^ how it happened 
** that he dways read his fermorts before him, when 
•* he was informed that he always preached with* 
•« out book elfewhere?" the Dofior told the King, . 
,^< that the awe of fo pgble an ftudiencei where he 

*' faw 
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•^ faw nothing that was not greatly fuperior to 
** him, but chiefly the feeing before him fo great 
^* and fo wife a Prince, niade him afraid to truft 
•^ himfelf. But, in return, will your Majefty 
*' give me leave to afk you a qUefiiOii too ?— 
** Why yoii read Jroiir Speeches, when you can 
^ have none of the fame re^fons V* ' *^ Why, 
*^ truly, Do£lor,** replied the King, ** your 
** queftion is a very pertinent one, and fo will be 
** my anfwer. I have afked ifiy fubjedis fo often, 
*' and for fo mudi rtioney, that I am afhamed to 
** look them in the face.'* 

Count Zinzendbrf, In his *♦ LeSiiur ^oyal" 
fays, ** that wheit Charles the Second quitted 
•* Bruflels, he defired the Spanilh Agent there to 
" fend him occafionally die news. Of what 
^ kind, Sire, would you have your news ? As 
** the King appeared furprifed at the queftion, the 
•• Spaniard replied, Why, Sir, my mailer Don 
^ Juan, the Governor of the Low Countries, 
** gives nte pofitive orders always to fend him 
'« good news, whether tru^ or falfe.'* 



LORD CLARENDON. 

^ THE following Letter from Princefs Elizabeth, 
Slighter of the Queen of Bohemia, to this illuf^ 
( " ^ X trious 
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4 sw^Wtrt%$ Of soitt 

piom Hdikmx^ U in ^e foSkSha of D^ 
Harwotqn^ of Bad)< 

*< HAVING ^nfrudcrf Sir Wm. Sandj^ tty 
^ (olicite the conftrmation of z Pattenti wbich ( 
^ rocei^ved from th^ late King of bleffsd memorf 
« jfor my allowance, I hope )wi| vkiH be h 'm&n 
^ and favourable a3 tp afford ma jour countenaooqf 
^ therein } and do mafce^m]^ addrefles tayou with 
<' more confideiiQ^» confiderii^the reat afFe£Uon 
^ you have moft generouily txprefe'd towards the 
^< Quceo mjf niodier durijig her life*, io p^rliiaiion 
** *?^t it i$ not. altog<9tber ei^m^, ^ toay hK 
*^ dei:lv/d q^ m<^ 9$ my rebtiim. to hec; Maj^fty 
^* ohligetb m<; to be 

** Yoirr affeftionate friend to feryeyou, 

<* ELIZABETH.*^ 

EXTRACTS EliAATI^Vi^ TQ tOJfcl? Ch/lJin»D0^ 
fROM SOMB Y1»Y CUWpU$ MBMOdHa I^Mft 
WRITTEN ^T l,AP¥ PAJWWAWB ^BOUP 
THE YEAR 1682. 

" 1650. The two pjttties ih Scotland, being 
« diflatisfioi with. each odux's Minlftcrs, and Sir 
<« Edward Hyde and Secretary Nichdai being • 
«< es^cepted aggunft.aadleft im Hollaody it w^^pro- 
*f voted (th^ $t»t$: imiinfit^ SpGOWy, for tfa« 

•? King) 
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^ ZHig) ^9t Sk Richard Fanftawe AmM U 
^ toMicAatelj ftnt for frota H0U4M, #hidi Was 
* tbiiei^coonia^» sundH worn ^Ch lc<«?i« ih4 
^ prefencs imn the Pitmcdii«f Onm^ fiUlfbt 
« Priticeft &^* 

^ tifdeVwCure. He limg Cirpriibd.iwMi 4ftui 
^ aew4« and fi^vftiag ^hatoSir Jtidmrd fiiifht 
^ coMe«of|raa«crpo«ire&than fajmfetf, boAi tocttuft 
^< «tf kts ports and M^itf., and bocaofe te llad 
^ l)aeiiibttcti«»ablatt0BdieSpe]}^JSA4)irf^ 
^ he, wkfa all the Imwiltty poffiUe, ^mi eamefl 
^ fafimt liegged Str Hk^uud ^d f c BWbitt be r <h6 
^ King often of bim to h» mivttiti^f as <doOfi£oi)i 
^ ilMridiiw^aiidtofiio^ifreleaf^tbatlit^i^^ 
^ waitootheJUng, promftfiag, Willi aUiheeaih^ 
*<< tim he could exprefs, to antfe beliitf that he 
^< w<)uld ktut Sir Jlkbacd's imerdl) in whaifatvet 
"^ condition be fbouldbein. Thus they patted^ 
*^ wiih Stf Ripbard's promiies to fcinre him ia 
*^ what be vat aqnable of ; «pon which a<}Gount 
^* manjr letters |>aifi5d between ihem. 

<« The King promied &ir fiiohaii that he 
«< fliOMld be CM of ^ Secretaries of State (at the 
^ Reftoradon), and both the Dake of Ormond 
^ and Xiord Chancellor Qaieiidon were ^KEitne&s 
^\ pf it; yet tbat fdk man m^fe tbe King break 
^Jbh WfurdL for his own acco^unodatiol^ and 
^3 ** |daced 
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6 ANECDOTES OF SOME 

" plficcd Mr. Morrice, a poor Country Gentleman 
** of about 200L a-year, a fierce Prefbyterian, and 
•* one who never faw the King's face ; but ftilF 
** promifes were made of the revcrfion to Sir' 
" Richard. Now it was the.bufinefe of the* 
** Chancellor to put Sir Richard as far from the 
^^ King a$ he coidd, becaufe his ignorance in State 
** affairs was daily difcovercd by Sir Richard, who 
*' (hewed it to the King ; but at that time the 
** King was fo content that he. Lord ClarendonV 
<^ (hoiild almoft alone manage his affairs, that he 
" might have more tinie for his pleafures, that hisT 
" &u]ts were not fa vifible as otherwife they would' 
•* have been„ and afterwards proved. 

** 1665, The Articles concluded on between 
** England and Spain by Sir Richard Fanfliawe, 
** and the Articles foe liie adjuftment between 
" Spain and Portugal, were cavilled at by Lord 
" Chancellor Clarendon and his party, that they " 
*' might have.an'opportunity to fend the Earl of ' 
*V Sandwich cut of the way from the Parliament 
*^ which then (at, and as. he and his friends feared^ 
*' would be feverely punithedfor hi? cowardice in 
*' the Dutch fight. He neither underftood the 
** cuftoms of the Court nor the language, nor 
^^ indeed anything but a vicious life ; and thus 
<* was, he (huffled into Sir Richard's employment, 
*^ to rpap the benefit of his five years negociation ' 

*i of 
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DIStlNQUISHED PERSONS. J 

<^ of the peace of England, Spain, and Portugal) 
** and after'above thirty years ft udying State affairs^ 
*< and many of them m the Spaniih Court* So 
^ much are Ambafladors flaves. to the ^blie 
<* Minifters at bomcywho ofbm through ignorance 
" Off envy ruin, diem.^' * 

Charks the Second wrote lo ihei^uke of 
Ormond, giving bis reaibns for difmiffing Lord' 
Clarendon rfrom his fcrvice. This Letter Mr; 
Carte could never find amongft thofe writtoi'td 
that illuftrious Nobleman. Itbas been faid^ that 
Lord Clarendon's temper- was bad and peeviih; 
and that Chirks was glad to j^et rid of him oh 
that account. 



3<>c>C>C>f. :;«::< 



• The Compiler has been favoured, by the 
MAR(yjisoF Buckingham (a name dear to Lite- 
rature and to the Arts) with the Original of the 
following- Letter of Lord Clarendon, addreflcd tQ 
the* Jufticfj of the Peace for the County of 
Buckingham ; which, from the excellent fenfe it 
contains, and the good advice It gives, feems par-r 
ticularly fulted to die fituation of afFairs ii\ thef^ 
times of alatm and danger *• 

* In the Summer of 1^79^* 

14 «» MT 
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( f« ittfiMiHiie)>dtfagiveUaiAif^ 

«$ Ae cacafefion lof loan deiipm^ ptti(b«B folrly 

<« that, notwitfaftamding 9U1uitiiiFir«W«M lenity 
^ awl ifli|frcy towtr<k #H hit (ni^f^^^x ^^^ yaft 

¥ ifcen taatnf fcdlti(»i9 paKkm^ ^yydbp, .iflA#$Hl cfF 
«< heiog l^rrjr Cmt *^ |U tJMf Ii4IF« 4o0ft^ «rf ^ 

If ihEwuotQ iiajQQ snade ci^m pf « iGmII JiWi Wp^ 
*^ who, under the title of a Councils <M4 ^r« 
^ refpondence v^th the forraigne enemyes to this 
^ Kingdom, and tribute therein orders to fome 
V ^SP^ naca of tlieir p^^i^iii^tbe (ey^al <3Qunties, 
1« ^kp Ji^vc jwviijd aripps ^4 T^^^d-ipep. to |>f 
t- r^y Upoa imy fl^cMrt wafmnj tP 4rw tpgctbcr 
f' ff2 a bonjy, ^»j wWck, m^ fm b^ *Qrpro»f« 
i^ tjiewli^e^ /roj» a^pad, they prej^uiw ^o b^ 
f« a)i|^ tq 4pp f9^i(::b «if|phiefc j ^hich hf s M3)eftif 
f* hpp^ (^i^ % bj«®f^ qf Qpd *|pQn his greats 
^ c^rp ^nil yigilaijpe) to ppeypnt^ ^ tP that 
♦« purpofe hath writt «q bis t'<vds X4i|e;ilt«Da{it$ of 
^^ the feveral Counties, that they and their Deputy 
^' Lieutenants may dee what beloiigs to them; 
^ ^g« bis Majeftiej (gWng notice of greate ncg- 

•^ ligcnce 
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H a^ot mi reniMfiieie^-fpo inaifcy JuAiccs«of 
«^ tbe P^w^^s m fkc <«icf«fft «r tke omft cMi- 

^ <fei^4iig him in dbe yvmnee I hcM) ^m sit 

• Jan^s the Fif>^ mkOf lijc^ M 9raiMH<m<^rUs tbt 

|^coA(l> perhaps tiev^er Q^*d a fos^Uh %h'm^ is^r ey^ ^iii^k 
wife one, in one of his fpeeche* in tjif Sta^ Chambei^ 
direfts the Judges *< to take notice, in their feveral Cir- 
•« cults, of thofe Judices 'of the Peace that were mod 
**'aftive for fhe good «f the Country, that rhey might 
**-iakA egcoui^fli^em from bim : for*' (ad4s Wiifen), 
*^ IP liftjbt ¥^ ^rf ^ M^fty *» pwu worjJs, I ¥»hirfchofc 
*^ fb^ facvfi m^ fmtkUMy ih^re ivith thoifi ihac 9tt0n4. 
*? myperfon ^ tljerefore Jet ijofie be aihamed of his oiS^e^ 
" or be difcouraged in being a Jullic^of the Peace, if h$ 
•* ferve worthily in it. The Chancetlor (continued the 
"'King) under me, malces Jfuft'icei, and piuts thetn oat ; 
*'' bat atithtr he nor I Joan tell what they^« t ftnd ^ert* 
** Imtc the J«4c^ nwuft mform u)^ who aaif cm ttll who 
,*< do <weU a^d ivbo do ilj, without which how can the 
M g«od be cheriihed, mi the bad put out* Th« good 
" Juftices are careful! to attend the fervice of the Kin^ 
** and 'Country J the bad are idle flow-bellies, given to 
•* a life of eale and delight, Irker ladies than men, and 
** tUnk it H ettciugh tecontemplatw juHice; when, wtn^htus 
f* 19 0i&i<mt €»ia^#Vt«98t0aiifi|fttivc julHee H 90 joftiee, an A 
.*< ^eKfotre coiitea\p|ativ« |ufti<^ are Bt to bt fMit eut." 
. Wilson's «« Ufc and Re't^n of King Jmeu" 

" Com- 
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lO AKECDOTBS OF SOMB 

•* Commiteon, to write to the Jufticw of the* 
^ Peace of dt tke Counties in England, and to ' 
^ tetttbem know of all his Majeftie expe^at 
^ their hands: I do therefore choofe this tkne to 
^* dbty his Ma)efty^s commands, and take the beft ' 
•• care I canr that this Letter may find you toge-' 
** tber at your Quartet* Seffions, prefuming that 
•* y6« wfio are prefenrWill take care that tt be 
•^ commuhrcated to thofe who are abfent, at your 
•* next monthly meetings, which it is moft necef- 
•* dry you keep conftantly. I am forry to heare 
*^ that many perfons who are in the Commiffion 
^ of the Peace negle£i to be fwocne, or, being^* 
•' fwomc, to attend at the Affixes and Seffions, or ' 
•* indeed to doe any thing of the office of a Juftice. 
*• For the former fort, I defire that you caufe the 
*^ Gierke of the Peace forthwith to return to mee 
*' the names of thofe who are in the Commiffion 
*^ and are not fworne, to the end that I may prefent ' 
•* their names to the King, who hath already given ' 
*' order to his Attorney - Genera! to proceed 
** againft them. For the reft, I hope, upon this 
** animadverfion from his Majeftie, they will re- 
«* colle£l. themfelves, ferioufly refleft upon their' 
** breach of truft to the King and Kingdom, and 
•* how accountable thty muft be for the mifchiefs 
•^ and inconveniences which fall out through ^eir * 
** remiflhefe^ and not difcharging of their dutyes» 
' ' "I affurc 
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-I>lSTIK45Xn6Hm PERSON^. If 

** I affure you the King hath foe gr^t a fenfe of 
** the fervice you doe, m can <ibe for him, that he 
** firequently fayes, hec takes himfelfe to be pajH 
>* ticularly beholding to'cvay good Juftice of the 
•' Peace who is cheerful and adivc in his plac^ 
^' and that if in truth the Juftices of the Peace in 
** their feveral divificms^ be as careful as they ought 
^^ to be in keeping the watches, and in .the other 
^^ parts -of their office, the peace of the Kingdom 
*^ can hardly be interrupted within, and the hopes 
^^ and imaginations of feditjous perfons would be 
** quickly broken, and all men would ftudy to be 
^^ quiet, and to enjoy thofe many bleillngs God 
** hadi given the Nation under his happy Govern-* 
** ment. It would be great pity his Majefty 
*^ ihould be deceived in the expedation he hath 
**^' from you, and that there fliouM not be a vir- 
** tuous contention and emulation amc^gfl you, 
^* who (hall ferve foe gracious a Prince moft 
'^ eiFedluallyj who &aU difcover and punifh^ if 
" he cannot reform, moft of his enemies ; who 
•* (ball take moft pains in undeceiving many 
** weak men, who are mifled by falfe and malt-^ 
** cicus infinuations arid fuggeftjons, hy thofi; 
** who would alienate the minds of the people &om 
^* their duty to their Sovereigne ,' who (hall con- 
** firm the weake and reduce the willful! moft: 
** in a word, who fhaU be moft fdicitous to free 

" the 
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It> ' AtrCCODTSS ti^ 



^ anl unkvrfiil oieeiBigs ^ oomFOMicks (the 
** ffrincifuil end of ivhidh nnttijigf is^ m sffo&H 
^ now hf iertrd nwiiwKioiis ani rwrfiftgn^ 
^ l»d cmimpe each mlier m ibeir «niice mgsirik 
^ the Govemiv^nl, mi m mafed^g i:6U«£li0ii» 
^ fortfai^ fytpjp^tijf thofeiif Ibcir party. wIm< are 
^ liftod to appear in anjr ^ioTperate «ndertakj»gf 
^ ibe very time wlmreof diejiuvetfefignod)* We 
^ liuift not bdieve that iach. a ^med cor* 
*^ re(poAdence anoagft ill men tlMroeghant the 
^ Kjingdom, (oc imich artj'fic^ (be much ji>« 
^ duftrjs and te miich dexthity^ a$ this pe^pk 
^ are poSeChd witli, cattoot be difi^piXMUKixl. of 
^ thcii* wi&ed ittccefe by A {yq^t^ nqgligeix^ or 
*^ kzytiefle ia tbofe wIk) are invefted with the 
^ King'« authotrityi indeed^ without an equal 
f( indeftry, deictertty) attd cocnbioatioQ between 
^ good meo for the prefervation of the peace of 
^ the Kingdom* and for die fuppreBu\g of the 
^ enemies thereof. Let mc thaefore 4efire and 
^ Goiijureyou to ufe your utiood: diligence and 
*< vigilance to difcover die machinations of thde 
** men ivh(»n you Icn^w to be ill affe^ed to th^ 
f^ Govoremem>'to nteet frequently amor^ft your* 
<^ iblf^es, and to cota»nBUincat? your intelligence 
f^ ^ ^ch otbcT) aod to fecMre the periona of 
¥ <bofc wb^ you. find fon^ai^d to difturb^ of > 

« daiir 
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^ cUneerMfi to tb« pcdblUke peace; and I mtke 
^ no doubt iMktkttJAfjcfie Witt receive foegooA 
** MWcwtttof dirgOQcle6Aol your sealant 
^ aaiviljF in h& fettri^^ thfttlfhd rccmv bi¥ 
^ comoMedsrib ifett«R his d^nkts to )K)tK fc>r the 
^ femeir and 1 a«rfi«rr thnt 1 inalihf hAdom^f 
^ ^oesifikpii taierv^ e«er}roDeo£yoi»iii pasticttlsij'^ 

«^ My Loi?4i. an* GcmleiBie% 

* T<r;iijp tw^ g99d Ffkndilf 
•^ ftp $k0 Ciunty ^ Bucksr ' 



SIR RiaiJRn FJNSHJIVE. 

TEIIS moft excellent and fei^lful fervant of # 
earetefs and" profKgatt Mailer, on reeeiving bis 
diflntffion from him as his Minifter at Madrid^ 
wrote the following Letter^ which is now firi! pub- 
Klhed from the origmal MS« 

'< Madrid, Thurftlay 3d Jane i666. St« Locu 
•^ BY the hands of mf Lord of Sandwich, wllo 
^ arrired m thw Cowt upon Friday kft^ wai- 

^ delivered 
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T4 * ANECUOTtS 0t'$6Un ' ' 

** delivered to me a letter of revocation from youK 
•'Majefty, dfrefted to the Qiieen Regent, and af 
•* the Cane time another with which your Majefty 
H honoured me for myfelf, implying the. principaT 
•* (if not the only) motive of the former to hafv^ 
•* been, fome exceptions that had been made re- 
M Jati veto the papers *whkh I figned with the* 
•' Duke of Medinas de los Torres, upon the 1 7th' 
** of December kft paftj a confideration fdfficient 
** to have utterly caft down a foul kfs fenfible than 
*-hath ever been mine of your M^efty*s kaft 
** (how of difpleafure, though not accompanied' 
** with other puni(hment8, if your Majefty (^- 
•* cording to the accuilomed tend^rnefs of your 
** Royal difpofition, in which you excell all 
** Monarchs living), to comfort an pld fervant, had 
** not yourfelf broken the blow in the defcent, by 
** this gracious expreffion in the lame letter:— 
" Thai I may aflure myfelf your Majefly believes 
** I proceeded in the Articles figned by me as 
** aforefaid, with integrity and regard to your Royal 
*^ fervicC) and that I may be further affured the 
" fame will juftify me towards J^our Majefty,. 
** whatever exceptions may have been made to my 
** papers* 

• Relating to the commerce of Spain, and to.thc ^fta- 
bi^ing a truce becwecu that Crown and Portugal. 1 
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DMTINOVISjEiSD PERSONS. X| 

•«V laQh^cme to yo|pr Maj«fty*8 I^ter above^ 
*^ mentioned) I make acjcount, God willing, tohp 
'** upon my W2|y, towards En^nd fome tin^e^.ncxt 
V month, havjiig in the interim, perfoift^ed to mf 
^^ Loi:d Sandwich (as I hope I flu|ll to his (ull 
*^ latis£i£tion) thofe offices which your M^e(kf 
*^- commands me in ttteiame, vthofe R^^ P^fon, 
>^ councils, and undertakings, God^ Almighty pror 
" ferve andprofper many years; the daily fervent 
.** prayers of . , . 

'*« Your Majefty's . 

. . ** Ever byal fubje^ 

*' Ever faithful and moft obedient fervan^ 

" RicHARi> Fanshawe V* 

* His recal is faid to have broken his heart ; he died 
Toon afterwards. Sir Richard was' a fcholar in the 
antient and modern languages. He tranflated the 
*< Pq/lor y/A" of Guarini in the fpirit of the ori- 
ginal, of which Sir John Denham thus fpeaks, 
ifter having cfeitfurcdfervile tranflatioris^ 

A new and nobler way tho*i doll purfue 

* To maktf traniiatbrts and tranflators too ; 
They but Jj^efefve th« aftjcs, thou the flame, 
True £0 his fQlfet^ bmrutcto hift fame* 

is 

• Wiien Sir Richard Fapfliawc, was in Spain, he was 

dcfircd by a Governor of afortrcfs through which he was 

/raVcHmg, to give the j/afe-word; h'e polirclygave; ** Fj'va 

/ .• Sir 
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Sir Rkterd trmH^ei ikito Lmkt teHe that 
beiMtifM imdiem Faftotn^ FleMbef^§^« FkiAfull 
«* SKeptlerdleft/' HeaHatr8fi(btt«d'«TheLttiia(r' 
of GanwftW; ftrtd wrote feme of%iitiaI Pbems 
«ild t,tt^9 dtftfiHg hfe ei^bMleaf in Spain aitd Pojf- 

Sir iK^hardPs perfim and d{({)o(ittoit are thus 
WKnbeo' hi the Mjilunfiipt Mehioirs or J^Xd y 
¥AtisHAWt> vrhicfr wd vMrdkiJbfher to- hef 
only fon, an<^ begin in ^s exquiiltiely teildeir 
andafieding m^uinerr 

** I {bvr thoaght it* crtitcnicnt to difcourfe 
«*-toyotr, itfjr mofl (itefr artd only Ibn, the moft 
^ rtmzthM&z€Scm»vtxii incidents of your family^ 
*< as well asi khofe eminent ones of your Other's 
^ and my life ;. and neeeffity^ not delight nor re>* 
«« venge^ hath made me infift upon (bme paf&ges 
^* which wi&refleft on their owners^ as the pmifes 
^< of others will be but jufl {which ia my intend 
*< in this narrative). I would not have yon be a 
«* ftranger to it, bacaufe, by your example,, you 
<^ may imitate what isapplicaUe lo youv coadkioa 
*< in tb« wofld^ and eodBa^Mmr to aarqid thofe 
^* misfortttam we haw paftd lhrottgl% iF God 
** pleafes* 

<^ Endeavour to be innocent as a dove^ hut as 
^^ wife as. a-fopent ; aod.leithi&leflbadiceftyoi| 
"^ moft in the greater ex^emes of. fetude:*^ 

** Hate 
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^^ H^te ijjlenpfs} s^ni aVpid all paffionSf Be tru^ iq 
*^ ypMF lyordsi s|nd adioqs. Unneceffarily deliyef; 
^* not your opiniop j but when yoa do, let it bp 
^* JHil» cpq^flent^ aijd pjgin* Se charitable i^ 
** tbPMght^ word, an4 deed} and ever reidy to for- 
^* give injyri(?$ ^opo to yourfelf j and be mprepl^- 
** fid tQ do good tbap to recQiye good. Be civil an^ 
^ obliging tp all (dutiful where God and natur^^ 
** command you), but a friend tp c^i^ j and tbaf 
" friendfliip keep facred, as the greateft lie upoif 
^* earth 5 and be fur6 to ground it upon Virtue^ for 
" no other is cithc^ happy or lafting. 

** Ep^eavoiir always to be content in that ftat^ 
** of life to which it hath pleafed God to call you j^ 
** and thilik it ^ great fault not to improve ypur 
*' time, either for/the good of your foi^, or the 
" improvement of your underftanding, healthy of 
<^ eft^e^ and as thefe are the moft pleafant paf^iq^es^ 
'^ fp it will make you a chearfu| old age^i 
^ which is as neceflary for you tp deCgn, as tp 
*' make proviflon to fupport the infirmities wh^ch 
*^ degay of ftrepgth brings \ and it was never feen 
^ that a vicious you^ tejininated in a contentecl 
^* chearful dd age, but perifhed out of coun- 
^ tenance. 

•* Ever keep the beft (lualified.perfons <;ompajtiy| 

^< p^t of wbpno yoi| >vil} find advantage ; ar\4 

" refcrye fop^e bPM^s .daijy to examine yourfelf an4 

VflLt II. c «« for- 
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<* fortune; for ifyoiiembaTS:yt)urfelfin perpetual 
** converfation or recreation, you wiM certainly 
^* Ihipwretfc your mind and fortune. Reniember 
" the proverb, Such as his company is, fiich is 
*• the man ; and have glorious a£tions before your 
** eyes, and think what wiH be your portion in 
*' heaven, as well as what you may defire upon 
^' earth. Manage your fortune prudently, and 
^ forget not that you muff^ive God an account 
** hereafter, *nd upon all occafions. 

** Remember your father; whofe true image 
^ though I can never draw to the life, unlefs God 
^ will grant me that bleffing in you, yet becaufe 
^ you were but ten months old when God took 
** him out of this world, I will- for your ad van- 
** tage (hew you him with all truth,' and without 
" partiality. 

** He was of the biggeft fixe of men, ftrong, and 
^* of the beft proportion ; his complexion fan- 
*' guinc, his fkin exceeding fair v his hair dark- 
«• brown, and very curling, but not long; his eye* 
•* gray and penetrating ; his nofe high, his coun- 
** tenance gracious and wife, his motion good, 
♦* his fpeech clear and diftinft. He ufed no 
•* exercife but walking, and that generally with 
*< fome book in his hand (which oftentimes was 
•* poetry, in which he fpenc his idle hours) : fome- 
** times he would ride out to take the air, but 

^hia. 
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** his moft delight was to go with me in a coach 
** feme miles, and therci difcourfe of thofe things 
*' which then moft f5leafed him (of what nature 
" foever). He was very obliging to all, and 
*^ forward to ferve his Mafter (his King), his 
^ Country, and Friends Cheerful in his conver- 
^ fation, his difcourfe ever pleafant, mixed with 
*^ die (ayings of wife men, and their hiftories 
^* repeated as occafion offered ; yet -fo refervcd^ 
" that he never (hewed the thought of his heart, 
^ in its greateft fenfe, but to myfelf only; and this 
^ I thank God with all my foul for, that he never 
** difcovered his trouble to me, but he went away 
^ wtth-perfe^ cheerfulnefs and content j nor re- 
•< vealed he to me his joys and hopes, but he would, 
" (ay they were doubled by putting them in my 
*^ bt^ft. I never heard him hold difpute in my 
^ life, but often he would fpeak againft it, (aying 
'< it was an uncharitable cuftom, which never 
** turned to the advantage of either party. He 
^ could never be drawn to the £ii<Siion of any party, 
^^ (aying he found it fufScient boneftly to perform 
*^ that employment he was in. He loved and ufed 
'-* cheerfulnefs in all his aAions, and piofefied his 
*' religion in his life and cotiVQrfation. He was a 
'^ tcue Proteftantof the Church of England, and 
*^ (a brcH^ht up and dkd. His cdnver(atk>n mis 
^ to boRtS;^ tJM I xkotftf iitardhhii ^esdca word 
c z ♦* in 
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*^ in my file Aat tended to God's diihoooar^ Of 
^' encouragetVieBt of any kind of debauchery or iin« 
** He was ever much efteemed by bis two miftfrs 
«* (Charles the Firft and Second)^ bpth fpr grfar 
'^ parts and honefty, as weli as for his ^onvofifMiif 
<i in which they took great delight, he being fo 
*^ free from paffion that it made him beioved by alt' 
*f that knew bim^ Nor did I evev fee him moved 
<^ but with his mafter's coneerns, in which ho 
M would hotly purfse hrs intereft Aroi^h the 
'^ greatefl: difficulties. He wastbetendereft&theF 
*^ imaginable; tt^ cafefolleft and themoft gene- 
'f reus mafter I ever knew. He k>ved boipitalky^ 
<^ and WQuid often iay^ k was wholly etttptki for 
«^ the €onftit«tiopi of England. 

^^ He loved and k^t order with the greatef^ 
H decency poffibk i and though he wotdd lay I 
*' managed his domcftics whoHy, yet I ever 
^*. governed them and myfelf by hiscomnuuids^ ii» 
*( die managing ei which, I thank God, I found 
*i his approbation and eonlentr 

^ Now, my fe% you wiH expofi that I flioolii^ 
*f hy fomething that may remain of us josntlf 
*i ( wkieh I y^ili do, thotigh i^ make my eyes gulhp 
M out with tears» and cots me to the foul- to re^^ 
<< member),- and ix part expreft tbe joys with' 
<t which I was blefled in him. Glory be to God» 
*^ we never liad but one miod thjPOMghout ouf 

^ lives > 
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•* lives ; oiir look were wrapped wp in cateh <4bpt$ 
^ otaraims and defigns were onci our k^vesone; 
.** out tefentoients one. We fo ftudied one the ' 
** other, that we knew each other's nlind$ hy our 
** looks. Whatever was real happineis, God gave 
^ it to me in hjtiu But to commend my better 
^ half (which I want fufficlent expreffion for)^ 
*< methkiks is to commend myfelf, and fo may bear 
^< a cenfore. But might it be perantied, I could 
^* dwell eternally on his praife iw>ft jt^ly. But 
^ thuis without oiFence I dp, ^nd fo you may-*- 
^' imitate him in his patience, his prudence, Ms 
<^ chafyty^ J^is $:barity, his genereflty, ^is pt^eSt 
^ refignation jto IQq^'s wi}t s and praife God for 
^ him as long as you Uye here» and be with Moi 
** hereafter in the kingdom of Heaven," 



l^DT FANSHAfFE, 

THIS incomparable woman wrote die Memoirs 
«f her Life, which contain many curious anecdotes 
of herielf and her bufband and of ^ gi^^it per^ 
ftmages of the times : unfortunately, however,, for 
the lovers of truth, of nature, and qf 'fimplicit]% 
they remain in MS. The following beautiful 
picture of connubial affe£Uon blended with good 
t 3 fenfp 
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kdk and good-humour, might well be appended 
as an additional chapter to Xenopbon's exccHent 
Tfcatife on ** CEconomics; or. The Duties x)f 
« a Wife/' 

«' One day, in difcourfe, Lady — — — tacitly 
** commended the knowledge of State affairs, ztid 
" that fome women were very happy in a good 
*^ underftanding thereof, as my Lady A. Lady S. 
** Mrs, T. and divers others, and that for it 
** nobody was at firft more capable than myfelf-— 
*' That in the night (he knew there came a poft 
*^ from faris from the Queen ♦, and that Ihe 
** would be extremely glad to hear what the 
<* -Qaeen commanded the King in order to his 
•* affairs ; faying, that if I would aft my huiband 
" privately, he would tell me what he found in the 
** packet, and I might tell her. I, that was young 
** and innocent, and to that day never had in niy 
*' mouth * What news ?' began to' think there 
** was more in enquiring into bufinefs of public 
** affairs than I thought of, and that being a 
" fa(hionablething,it would make me more beloved 
** of my huftand (if that had been poffible) than 
•• 1 was. After my hufband returned home from 
•* Council, after welcoming him (as my cuftom 

• Hcnrictta-Maria, wife lo Charles I. 

*' ever 
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^ ever was), he went with his hand full of papers 
^ into his ftudy for an hour or more. I followed 
<' hinu — He turned haftily, and iaid. What 
*' wouldft thou have, my life ? I told him, I 
•^ heard the Prince had received a packet from the 
^* Queen, and I guefTod it that in his hand, and I 
<^ defired to know what was in it. He (miling, 
♦* replied, My love, I will immediately come to 
" thee ; pray thee go, for I am very bufy. When 
*^ he came out of his clofet, I refumed my fuit ; 
** he kilTed me, and talked of other things. At 
** fupper I would eat nothing. He (as ufually) 
^ fat by me, and drank often to me (which was 
^ his cuftom) , and was full of difcourfe to company 
<* that was at tible. Going to bed I alked 
<^ him again, and (aid, I could not believe he loved 
** me, if he refiifed to tell me all he knew ; but he 
** faid nothing, and flopped my mouth with kifles $ 
•* fo we went to bed.^-— I cried, and he went to 
** fleep. Next morning very early (as his cuftom 
** was) he called to rife, but began to difcourfe 
*' with me firft, to which 1 made no reply. He 
" rofe, came to the other fide of the bed, and 
" kiffed me, and drew the curtain foftly, and went 
^ to Court. When be came home to dinner, he 
** prefently came to me (as was ufual) i and 
^ when I had him by the hand, I faid. Thou doft 
^ not care to fee me troubled. To which he 
04. *^ (taking 
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^* (tiikiflg me in his arms) aaffPcreBf My deaveft 
^ foul, Nothing upon earth can 9JB^& me l\kt that,- 
'^ kUd when foifL afked mt of my bu&idfs,^ it #a^ 
i* . whblly out of taiy power to fetiafy thet i fcr tnf 
*^ life ai^d fortune {hall be thinie^ and every thoti|;bt 
** of toy heart in whijch the truft I am in maj^licr^ 
!* be revealed ; but my honour is miiie owiti ^hich 
^ I cannot prcfcnrc if I communicate thtfPrinfle^i 
^* aSFairsi and pray th^c, vwth thia anfw^r teft 
<^ iatisfied. So great was his reafon a^d goodni^fSi 
^^ that^ upon confideration, it made diy folly 
^^ app^r tb ht fo vile, that from that day until 
^ the day of his death I neret thought fit to afl^ 
<< him any bufiiieis but What he communicated to* 
^^ Qie freely^ in order to his eft^te or feimily." 

The following ^quifitely tender incident took: 
plaice between \^y Fanlbawe and her huiband^ 
in a voyage they made together from Ga^way ta 
Malaga, in the (jprin^ of ;he year 1649. 

♦* We ^urfued o^^ voyage with prof(>erous* 
^ winds, but a moft tempeRuous mafter, a Dutch^ 
^ mati (which ii enoM^ to &y), but truly, {' 
^* think, the greateft b^aft I ever few of bis kind, 
«• When yft had juft p^^ed the Straits, w« few 
M coitiing towards us, with full fails, a Turkifh 
*< galley well manned, and we believed we (houl^ 
«* H parried away flaves^ kx this man had fo ladenr 
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^ hii Aip with gpbi% for Spain, that bis guns wem 
^^ ttfeiefe) though Che fliip c^riied 60 guns. Ho 
^ calM fot bralid/f and after he had w«ll druukea 
^ and all hjs mcti^ which were near aoo» he cal|e4 
^ for ahns, and cleared the deck as well as he couUit 
^ refeking to light rather than loie liis ihipt 
** which vtras worth ^o/^ool* This was fad for ui 
^* pafTengerS) but my huiband bid us be fure to 
^^ keep in the cabin, and not appear, which would 
*f make^ the Turks t^ink we were a man of i^ar; 
** but if ^ey faw women, they would take us ft^ 
<< merchants, and board us. He went upon deck, 
^^ and took a gun, a bandelier^ and fword, expe<£l-^ 
^ ing the arrival of the Turkifli man of war, 
^^ This Beaft-Captain bad locked me up in the 
♦* cabin.-— I knocked and called to no purpofe, 
** until the cabin-boy caq^ie and opened the doo^« 
<* I, all in tears, de(;red hini to be fo good as ta 
^' give me his thrum cap and his tarred coat, whick 
^* he did, and I gave htm half-a-crown, and put'! 
*^ ting them on, and flinging ^way my nights 
^ cloches, I crept up foftly, and ftopd ^pon the 
^* deck by my hu(band's fide, as free from fickne(s 
** and fear as, I confefs, of difcretion, but jt was 
^^ Che effeA of that palEon which I could ne^e^ 
" mafter. By this time the two veflels were en-? 
^^ gaged in parley, and fo well iktisfied with fpeec!\ 
♦* add fight of each other^s force, that the Turk^ 

^' maq 



d by Google 



a6 ANECDOTE^ OF 80MB 

** man of war tacked aboutf and We contiimed our 
^ courfe. But when your father (aw it convenient 
^'^ to retreat, looking upon me, he bleflM him- 
**- felf, and fnatched me up in his arms, iajdng, 
^ Good God, that love can make this change J 
♦* and though he feemingly chid me, he would 
•* feugh at it as often as he remembered that 
** voyage.** 

. This excellent woman, in another part of her 
Memoirs, fays : 

' *• About July this year (1645), the plague 
«• increafed fo fed at Brlftol, that the Prince 
•* (Charles the Second) and all his retinue went 
** to Barnftaple (v/hich is one of the fineft towns 
** 1 know in England), and your father and I 
•• went two days after the Prince ; for during alt 
*' the time I was in Court, I never journeyed but 
^ either before him or after he was gone, nor 
** ever faw him but at church j for it was not 
" in thofe days the fafhion for honeft women 
•* (except they had bufmefs) to'vifit a man'^s 
*^ Court.** 

Thefe Memoirs contain feveral very curious 
particulars relative to the Civil Wars, the fate of 
the fxiled Cavaliers, Lord Clarendon, &c. They 
we exqulfitely entertaining^ and, difFering from 

molt 
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tnoft of the celebrated French Memoirs/evifiCQ 
«K)ftxlcarly) that the tti&mg and foppiOi refource 
of intrigue is not necei&ry to render a narrative 
interefting. The French Memoirs indeed, abound 
"with hi (lories of this kind ; and perhaps one of tbe 
moft produdive caufes of the ill behaviour of our 
women in high life may be attributed to theearl]^ 
and the conftant reading of thefe produ^lions, 
wlwre adultery and intrigue are univerfally ftyled 
gallantry, and are never treated as crimes. It & 
much to be wiflied, that one of the defcendants of 
the antient and illuftrious family of Sir Richard 
Fanfhawe, who poflefles the mofl perfeft copy of 
thefe Memoirs, would caufe them to be printed^ 
for the amufement and inftru£iion of mankind. 



REF. IVM. MOMPESSOK 

ANTIENT France may, with juftice, boaft 
of a Prelate in " Marfeillcs* good Bifhop *," who 

• His name was J. De Belstjnce, of an antient family 
of Guienne in France. He was brought up amongft th« 
celebrated Society of the Jefuits, and had taken the vows 
of cheir Order. 

was 



dbyGoOgk 



9j§ . AHBcmyxis or aoitK > 

was the beneE>36r and the prefenrer of ittmH 
Jundl . England^ howdver), may congratolats 
herfelf in having chorifhed in her bofom a Pari(h«' 
Pried, whio^ without the dignity of charadcr^ 
^ the extent of perfons over whom M, dc 
B«lfiince diftributsd (he bfeiSngs of his fMifloral 
Clare, watched over the fmaller flock copEiniitted 
.p3 his charge at nO lefs rifcj^ue of iifei and with 
j9^ lefs fervoiir of piety and activity df benevo* 
fence. 

The Rev. Mr. Moropeflbn was Reflor of Eyam 
in Derby(hire during the time of th^ Plague th^ 
nearly depopulated the town in the year j666, the 
year after the Plague of London. He married 
Catherine the daughter of Ralph Carr, Efq. of 
Cowpon, in the counter of Durham, by whom 
be bad two chltdrei> livii^ at the time of this 
direadful vifitation. He in vain intreated Mrs. 
Mompeffon to <jult Eyam at the time of tbe 
Pbgue, and to take her two chijdreri with her.-,?-. 
Pe told her, that though it vi^as his duty to ftajr 
^mtwigft his parifhioners di|ring their a^iilion, it 
was by no means ber's> and that fhe by theft 
ineans would fave her children from being infefted 
frith the reigning diftemper. She faiJ, that (he 
|rottl4 live and die with him. The children were 
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&r tift i^nt away. A monnm^t ha$ be^ erj?^«4 
tp her ^ith tt^is infcrtpcion ' 

** Catharina, 

** Uxor GULIEL* MoMPESSON, 
** Hujus Ecclefics Reports ; 

** /'*/7/^7 RoDOLPHI CaRR, 

<* JVi^^^f ^^ Coupon in Comitat, Dunelm. Armig. 

*< Sepulta eft xiciiu Hie Men/ Augujl. 

•* Anno Domini 1666/' 

Under a Death's -Head on one fide of the tomb 
is this infcription : 

** Mors ntihi lucrum.*^ 

On the other is an Hour-GIafs, with theftf 
Ivords: 

" Caveu! N^ciiis hram/'' 

Mr. MompefTon^ who appears, to have been tA 
aiUng mail) never caught the Plague, and was 
cfiabM) during the whole K\vr\% of the calamity, K0 
perform the funSions of thf Phyflcian^ the Le- 
gjfiator^ 9nd (he Prieft pf hts affii^^fd p^riOi, a0i{l^ 
i^g the (kk with his pnedicine^i his advice, and bis 
prayers. Veneration, no lefe than curiofity> oiuit 
lament that ib little is known of this venerable 
Paftor after the Plague. Tradition ftill (hews 4 

cavern 
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cavern near Eyam, called at this day Cucktett^t 
Church, and formerly called Cucklett*8 FwWs, 
where this refpeftable man ufed to preach and to 
pray to thofe of his parifhioners who had not the 
diftemper. This fatal difeafe vifited fcventy-fix 
families, out of which two hundred and fifty-fix 
perfons died. The church-yard not being able to 
contain the bodies of thofe that perifhed by the 
Plague, many perfons were buried in the hills and 
Ae fields adjoining. Many of the tomb-ftones 
cce£led to their memory are ftill vifible, particularly 
thofe of the family of Hancock, one of whom is 
&id to have fet on foot the Plating Trade at Shef- 
field. The Plague broke out in the Spring of 
l666, and ceafed at the beginning of 0£lober in 
Ae fame year. It was fuppofcd to have been 
brought from the metropolis in fome woollen cloths 
that were purchafed in that city foon after the 
Plague of 1665, and which had not been fuf- 
ficiently ventilated and fumigated. 

To prevent the contagion from fpreading into 
the neighbourhood of Eyam, the Earl of Devon- 
fhire, then refident at Chatfworth, fix or feven 
miles from Eyam, caufed provifions and the 
neceflaries' of life to be placed upon the hills at 
regular times, and at appointed places, to which the 
inhabitants reforted, and carried off what was left 
for them. By the perfuafion and authority of the 

cxce!lent 



d by Google 



DISTINGUISHED P£RS<5NS. gt 

excellent Re£tor, the inhabitants were |)revaHe<l 
upon to remain within a certain diftrift.— Mr. 
Seward, the laft ReSor, the father of the degant 
Poetefe of his name, preached a Centenary Ser- 
mon upon the Plague in 1766, in the parifli- 
thurch of Eyam, compofed with fuch power dt 
defcription, and fuch a pathetic appeal to the fed- 
ings of his auditors (many of whom had loft their 
anceftors by that dreadful vifitation), that he was 
continually interrupted by the exclamations and 
tears of his audience. 

By the kindnefs of a Gentleman of Eyam, the 
Publick is prefented with Three Original Letters 
erf the Rev. Mr. Mompeflbn, written daring the 
time of the Plague. I hope that neither I nor my 
iriends (hall ever know that perfon who can reai 
thtm without tears. 

LETTER L 

TO MY DEAR CHILDREN GEORGE AND ELIZA- 
BETH MOMPESSON, THESE PRESENT WITH 
lilY BLESSING. 

£yam, Ao^uft i665. 
** DEAR HEARTS, 

** THIS brings you the doleful news of your 
•* dear Mother's death, the greateft lofs that ever ' 

« yet 
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«f yet befel you ! I am not only ckprived of 1 
** kind and loving conforti but you olfo ard. 
'f bereaved of the moft indulgent mothfr that 
*5 ever dear children had. But we muft comfort 
•* ourfclve$ in God \yith this confidcr^tioni that. 
^ the lofe is onJy ours, and th^^t what is our forrow^. 
*' is her gain t the confideration of her joys, which 
^^ I dp afiurc myfelf are unutterable, 0)ould refrelh 
** our drooping fpirits. 

" My dear hearts, your blefled mother lived 
*' ^ moft holy life, and made a mpfl comfortable 
*f and happy end, and is now invefted with a 
** crown of rightcoufhefs. I think that it may 
** be ufcful to you to have a narrative ^rf your 
*f def^r mother^s virtues, that by the knowledge 
•f thereof you may learn to imitate her excellent 
** qualities, ^ 

** In the firft place, let me recommend to you 
*' her piety and cjeyotipn (which were according 
** to the exait principles of the Church of 
** England). In the next place, I can affirm of 
*♦ her, that (he was compofed of modefty and 
•* humility^ which virtues did pofTefs her dear. 
** foul in a moft eminent manner. Her difcourfe 
<< was ever grave and meek, yet pleafant withal ; 
•• a vaunting immodeft word was never he^rd to 
*• come out of hec piouth. Again, I can fet 
** out in her two other virtues, /♦ e. Charity an^ 

*^ Fru- 
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^ Frug^ky. She never valued anything (He 
•• had, when the neceflity of her poor neighbours. 
** did require it, but had a bountiful heart to all 
** indigent and dtftrefled perfons. And again, 
** (be was never lavift or profufe, hht was coni- 
•* mendaMy frugal ; fo thut I profcft in the pre- 
^* fence of God, I ncfver knew a better houfewife. 
** She never delighted in the company of tattling 
** women, and abhorred as much a wandering 
•* temper, of going from houfc to houfc to the 
** fpcnding of precious time, but was ever bufied 
** in ufeful occupation. In all her ways Ihe was 
** extremely prudent, kind, aftd aflSable ; j^t t6 
" th(& from whom (he thought no good could be 
** reaped from their company, (be would not un- 
** bofom herfelf, bat incivirity would difniift their 
^* (bciety. 

*• I do believe, my dear hearts, upon Sufficient 
*• grounds, that (he was the kindcft wife in the 
^ woi4d ; and I do think from my foul that (he 
'*• loved me ten times more than herfelf. Of thte 
•* I will give you a notable inftance : Sonife 
•* days before it pleafcd God to viftt my houfe, 
•* (he perceived a green matter to come from the 
** i(fiie in my leg (which (he fancied to be a 
** fympCom of the raging diftemper amongft us), 
** and that it had got vent, <ind that I was paft thfr 
*' maturity of the difeafe, whereat (be rejoiced 

^OL. U. . D •** ex- 
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*^ exceedingly. Now I will give you my thotrgh^ 
<< of this bufinefs : I think that ihe was miftakoi 
^^ in her apprehenfions of the matter, for certainly 
<^ it was the falve that made it look fo green ; 
^' yet her rgoicing on that account was a ftrong 
*' teftimony of her love to me ; for I am clear 
*^ that (he cared not (if I were (afe) though her 
^^ own dear felf was in ever (b much pain and 
" }eopardy. Farther I can aflbre you, my fweot 
<' babes^ that her k>ve to you was little inferior 
•* to her's to mej for why fhould (be be fo 
*' defirous for my living in this world of forrows^ 
^^ but that you might have the comfort of my 
*^ life. You little imagine with what delight (he 
<^ was wont to tdk of you both, and the pains that 
*' (he took when you fucked on her breafts is 
^^ almoft incredible. She gave a large teftimony 
** of her love to you upon her death-bed. For, 
** fome hours before (he died, I brought her 
*' fome cordials, which (be plainly told me (he 
** was not able to take. I defired her to take 
*< them for your dear (akes. Upon the mention 
*^ of your dear names (be lifted up herfelf, and 
*^ took them, which was to let me underftand 
" that ( whilft (he had any ftrength left) (he would 
" embrace any opportunity (be had of teftifyin^ 
♦* her afFedlion to you. 

^ Now 
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^* Now I will give ybu an accouht of her 
^ death.' — ^It is certain that (he had a fad con- 
'< fumption up«n her, and her body was then much 
^ wafted and confumcd j however, we being 
<* furrounded with infef^ed families, £he un- 
^ doubtedly got the diftemper from them. Her 
•* bodily ftrengih being much impaired, flie 
^ wanted not to ftruggle with the difeafe^ which 
^* made her illnefs fo very ihort, all which time 
*• (he (hewed much forrow for the errors of her 
** foul, and often cried out. One drop of my 
« Saviour's blood to fave my foul ! At the bc- 
*< ginning of her ficknefs fhe intreated me not 
" to come near her, for fear that I fhould receive 
<* harm thereby ; but I can afilire you that I did 
<^ not defert her, but (thank God) I ftood to my 
*^ refolution not to be from her in all her flckneis, 
** who had been fo tender a nurfe to me in her 
>< heaithb Blefled be God, that he enabled me to 
^ be fo helpful to her in her ficknefs, for which 
^ (he was not , a little thankfuK No worldly 
*< bufinefs in her ficknefs was any difturbance to 
*< her, for (he minded nothing but the making 
<* her calling and eledionfure^ and (he afked for- 
*( givene6 of her maid for giving her fometimes 
**- an angry word. I gave her feveral fweating 
^< antidotes, which had no kind of operation, but 
D 2 " rath^ 
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** rather fcalded and inflamed her more ; wherc- 
^* upon her dear head became diftempered, which 
V^ put her upon impertinencies, and indeed I wa» 
<< troubled ihereat } for I propounded &ver^ 
*^ queftions in divinity to her -, as-«^B]r whom^ 
^* and on what account, ihe expe£led (sdvation I 
•* and, What affurance fhe had of the certainty 
*^ tboreQf ? Though in other things Oxt talked 
** ^t random, yet at the fame time to fiich quef- 
^ tions as thefc (he gave me as good an aniwer a» 
*^ I could pefHbly defire or expe<^; and at ^fe 
^ times I bid her repeat after nte certain prayers 
^ and ejaculations, which (he alwa^ did with 
*^ muck devotion^ which was no little comfort and 
'^. ackniration to me, that God (hould be (b good 
*^ and gracious to heV* 

<^ A little before her dear foul departed, I was 
** gone to-bed 5 fhe fent for me to pray with 
«• her: I got up and went to her, and afted her 
** how fhe (Rd. Her anfwer was, that fhe was 
** but looking when the good fliould eonae, and' 
*• thereupon we went to prayers. 

«< She had her anfwers in the Common- Prayer- 
'* Book as perfeA as if fhe had been in perfsfl 
*• health, and an Amen to every pathetic ex- 
•^ preffion. When we had ended our praytr» 
^ for the Vifitation of the Sick) we made U& of 

" thoii 
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^' thofe prayers which are in the book called 
^' The Whole Duty of Mini 3 and when I heard 
" her fay nothing, 1 urged her, and faid, My dear, 
** doft thou mind ? — Yes, was the laft word 
" which fhe fpoke. I queflion not, my dear 
" hearts, but that the reading of thefe lines will 
^ caufe many fait tears to fpring from your eyes. 
" Yet this may be fomc comfort to you, to think 
** (as I conclude) your dear mother a glorious 
" Saint in Heaven. 

^^ I could have told you of many more of your 
<' d«ar mother's excellent virtues, but I hope that 
«c you will not in the lead queflion my tisftimony, 
** if in a few words I. tell you that fhe was pious 
^* and upright in her converfation. 

^* Now to that God who beflowed tbck graces 
** ofi her, be afcribed all honour, glory, and do- 
<* minion^ the jufl tribute of all created Bebigt, 
** for everteore.-*-Amen. 

** William Mompesson.*' 



J> 3 LET. 
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LETfER 11. 

TO SIR GEORGE SAVIL^E, BARONET*^ 

,£yapiy Sept. i, i66fy 
** HONOURED AND DEAR SIR, 

** THIS is the faddeft news that ever my pen 
** could write! The Deftroying Angel having 
^ taken up his quarters within my habitation, my 
<^ deareft Dear is gone to her eternal reft, and is 
** invefted with a crown of righteoufacfe, having 
*' made a happy end. 

" Indeed, had (he loved herfelf as well as me, 
** (he bad fled from the pit of deftruflion with 
^< her fweet bal)es, and might have prolonged her 
*^ days, hut that (he was refoWed to di^ a martyr 
^' to my intereft. My drooping fpirits are much 
*< rcfrelhed with her joys, which I think are w 
*« utterable. 

*< Sir, this paper is to bid you a hearty fareweU 
*^ for ever, and to bring you my humble thanks 
<rfor all your noble favours (and I hope that you 
^^ will believe a dying man). I have as much 
^* love as honour fo^- you, and I will bend my 

♦ PatroB of the Living of Eyam. 

« feeble 
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** feeble knees to the God of Heaven, that you. 
** my dear Lady, and your children, and their 
** children, may be bleft with external and eternal 
*^ happinefs, and that the fame blelling may fall 
^< upon my Lady Sunderland and her relations. 

*' Dear, 5ir, let your dying Chaplain recommend 
** this truth to you and your family, th^t no hap-^ 
^< pinefs nor folid comfort can be found in this vale 
^* of tears like living a pious life ; and pray ever 
** retain thi$ rule. Never to do anything upon 
" which you d^re not firft afl^ the bleffing of God 
** upon the fuccefe thereof. 

** §ir, J have made bold in my will with yoiir 
** name for an exeputor, and I hope th^t you will 
^ not take it ill. I have joined two others with 
** you, that wiU ^ke from you the troublf^ 
** Your favpfirajjle afpefl: will, I know, be a 
* <* great <co(nfort to my dij^refTed orphans. I ani 
^* not defirous thap they may be great, but good » 
*^ and my next requeft is, that they may be 
*^ brought up in the fear and admonition Qf the 
" Lord. 

•• Sir, I thai>k Go4 1 am contented to (hake 
f* hands with all the world^ and have many com- 
*' fortable aflurances that God will accept me upoa 
^ the account of his Son j and I find God more 
$^ good than ever I thought or imagined, and I 
P 4 '* Vfifk 
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•* wifli from my foul, that his goodjiefs were not 
*' fo much abufcd and contemned. 

*' 1 defire, Sir, that you will be pleafed to make 
«' choice of an humble pious man to iucceed nxe 
/*' in my parfonage ; and could I fee your face ber 
** fore my departure from hence, 1 would inform 
** you which way 1 think he may live comfortably 
<^ amongft.his people, which would be fome fati&« 
** faftion to me before I die. 

** Dear Sir, I beg your prayers, and defire 
" you to procure the prayers of all about you^ 
•' that I may not be daunted by all the powers of 
.*' Hell, and that I may have dying graces; that 
<^ when I come to die, I rnay be found in a dyiag 
^ pofture ; and with tears I beg, that when yo^i 
*V are praying for fatherlefs infants, that you 
«' would then remember ray two pretty babes. ^ 

*' Sir, pardon the. rude ftyle of this paper^ 
** and if my head be difcompofed, you cannot won- 
*' der at me* However, be pleafed to believe that 
•* 1 am, 

«^ Dear Sir, 
*' Your mofl obliged, mod afFeftionate^ 
'^ and grateful fervant, 

'' WULLIAM MoMPESSON.'* 



LETTER 
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LETTER m. 

TO JOHN fiEIlBY, ESQ^ OF : IN YOitK- 

SHIRE. 

Bjaffti November 20^ i666« 

** I SUPPOSE this letter will fcem to j'oa no 
•* left than a miracle', that my habitation h 
** inter vivos, I was loth to affright you with a 
*• letter from my hands, therefore I made bold with 
** a friend to tranfcribe thefe Imes. 

*^ I know that you are fenfible of my condition, 
♦* the lofs of the kindeft wife in the world (whofe 
^^ life was truly imitabfe, and her end moft com- 
*• fortabk). She was in an excellent pofture 
** when Death came with his fummons, which 
** fills me with many comfortable afiii ranees 
*^ tliat fhc is now invefted with a crown of 
** righteouftieft. 

** 1 find this maxim verified by too fad cxpe- 
** rience: Bonum tnagis carendo quam fruenda 
** cerntiur *. Had I been fo thankful as my con- 

• ** Good is mete perceis^able rathe privation than in 

*« dition 
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^ dition did dcfervc, I might yet have had my 
** deareft Dear in ipy bofom, Byt now farewell 
** all happy days, and God grant that I may repent 
^' my fad ingratitude ! 

^ The conditTon of this place has been ft fad, 
♦* that I pcrfuade myfelf it did exceed all hittory 
^* and example. I may truly fay that our towa 
**- has become a Golgotha, the place of a fcull j 
*' and had there not been a (maU remnant of us 
^ left, we had beei> as Spdom, ^nd like unto 
f* Gomorr^. My cars neyer heafd fu^h dokfttl 
^' lameptations---my nofe i^eyer finelled fuch 
♦' horrid fmells, and my eyes never beheld fuch 
*^ ghaftly fpe6lacles ! Here have been feverity- 
** fix. f^nvilies yiffted within my parifli, out of 
^' which two hundred and fifty-nine perfons diedl 

*'^ Now (bleffed be Qod) all our fears aie 
^ over, for none have died of the infedion fince 
♦' the eleventh pf OSober, and all the peft^houfes 
•^ have been long empty, I intend (God willing) 
** to fpend moft of this week in feeing all \iyoollen 
•* cloaths fumed and purified, as well for the 
** latisfaftion as for the fafety of the country, 

*' Here hath been fuch burning of goods, 
** that the like, I think, was never known; 
*' and indeed, in this 1 think that we have been too 
** precife. For my part, I have fcarce left my- 
<* felf 'apparel to Ihelter my body from the cold, 

« and 
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** and have wafted more than needed merely foe 
*< example. 

*' As for my own part, I cannot fay that I had 
♦* ever better health than during the time of the 
" dreadful vifitation; neither can I fay that I 
*' have had any fymptoms of the difeafe. My 
" man had the diftemper, and upon the appear- 
** ance of a tumour I gave him feveral chemical 
" antidotes, which had a very kind operation, 
** and, with the blejfing of God, kept the venom 
** from the heart, ^d after the rifi ng broke he 
" was very well. My maid hath continued in 
** health, which is as great a temporal bleffing as 
** could befall me ; for if (he had quailed *, 1 
♦* (hould have been ill fet to have wafhed, and Um 
*' have gotten my own ppovifions. 

*' I know that I have your prayers, and 
^ queftion not but I have fared the better for 
** diem. I do conclude that the prayers of good 
** people have refcued me from the jaws of deafh 5 
** and certainly I had been in the duft, had not 
*? Onmipotency itfelf been conquered by fomc 
•^ holy violence. 

** I have largely tafted the goodnefs of the 
♦* Creator, and (blefled be his name) the grim 
f* looks of Death did never yet affright me. I 

f Qiiailed (old Englilh). fell fick. 

*' alwap 
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*^ always had a firip faith, that my dear babes would 
^^ do well^ which made me willing to {hake hands 
•^ with the unkiiid froward world i yet I hope that 
/^ I fhall eileem it a mercy, if 1 am fruftrat^d of 
^ the hopes I had of a tranflation to a, better place» 
^' and (God grant) that with patience I may wait 
^ for. my chance, and that I may make a right ufe 
,*' of his mercies: as the one ha,th. been tart, (d the 
•^ other hath been fweet and comfortable. 

*^ I perceive by a letter from Mr. Newby, that 
•• you concern yourfelf very much for my welfere. 
^ I make no queflion but I have your unfeigned 
^^ love and aSe&ion* I can afTure you, that dur- 
•* ing all my troubles you have bad a great deal of 
" room in my thoi^ghts# 

*^ Be pleafed, dear Sir, to accept of the pr^. 
^ ientmeois of my kind refpeds, and impart theni 
^ to your good wife, and all. my dear relations^ 
*^ I can aflure you that a lioe, firoim your band 
H will be welcome to 

" Your forrowful and 
*^ affeitionate Nephew 

♦* William Moj«M$^oN»*^ 



JEREMT 
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JEREMY rJTLOR, 

BISHOP OF DOWN. 

THIS pious and eloquent Prelate faid one day 
to a Lady of his acquaintance, who had been very 
negleflfijl of the education of her fon, ** Madam, 
** if you do not chufe to fill your boy's head with 
^* fcMnething, believe me the Devil will *1 The 
Bifhop, from the fertility of his mind, and the 
extent of his imaginsUion, has been, not impro- 
perly, ftiled the Shakefpeare of our Divines. He 
feem8 no lefs intided to the appellation of the 
Fletcher of that learned order, from the fdlgwing- 
degant and tender fcntiments, which arc ^- 
traced from his fermon on the Bleffednefs of the 
Marriage Ring. 

** Marital love is a thing as pure as light, facrdf 
** as a temple, lafting as the world. That love 
** that can ceafe, as (aid an Antient, was never 
** true. Marital love contains in it all fweetnefs, all 

• The Spatiifli prorerb fays ftrongly, " The DevU 
** tempts every man, bat an idle man ever umpts th* 
« DeviJ." 

** focictj. 
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** fociety, all felicity, all prudence, and all wifdoftii 
•* It is an union of all things excellent j itcontaini 
•* proportion, fatis6i£iion, reft, and confidence^ 
** The eyes of a wife are then^'^ fay^this elegant 
and learned writer, '* fair as the light of Heaven ; 
^^ a man may then eafe his cares, and lay dowri 
•^ his* forrows upon her lap, and can retire 
^^ home as to his fan£tuary and refe(^ory, and 
** his garden of fweetnefs and of chafte refrefh- 
*^ metit." 

His comparifon between a mai'ried and a fingle 
Hfe, in the fame fermon, is equally beautiful* 
** Marriage,'* fays the Bifhop, ** was ordained 
** by God himfelf, inftituted in Paradife, was the 
** relief of natural neccflity, and the firfl bleiSng 
*f from the L( rd : he gave to man, not a friend, 
** but a wife (that is, a friend and a wife too), 

^ This palfage feminds us of an anecdote that is told of 
Peter the Great, Czar of Rulfia; He was a man of a moft 
favage and ferocious temper; and when he became angrf 
his eyes flaflied Bre» he foamed at the mouth, and his 
whole fraiile was cenvUlfcd ; yet nd fooher did his lovely 
El11(>refs Catherine appcarj than he ufed tb throw himfelf 
at her feet, and lay his head in her lap. Under the pref- 
fure of her fcft and beautiful hands, the thrctbbing of bis 
templeft ceafed> and be immediately became calm and com* 
pofed. 

14 It 
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** It is the feminary of the Church, artd daily 
** brings forth fons and daughters unto God } ft 
** was miniftered to by angels, and Raphael waited! 
*^ upon a young man, that he might have a bleiTed 
** marriage, and that that marriage might repair 
^' two fad families^ and biefs ail their relations* 
*^ Marriage is the mother of the world, and 
** preferves kingdoms^ and fills cities, churches, 
*' and even heaven itfelt Celibacy, like the fly 
** in the heart of an apple, dwells in a perpctud 
** fweetnefs } but fits alonr, and is donfincdj anfl 
** dies in Angularity : but marriage, like thfe 
** ufeful bee, builds a houfe, and gathers fweetnefs 
** from every flower, and labours and unites int6 
" focieties and republics, and fends out colonies, 
" and fills the world with delicacies, and obeys 
** their King, keeps order, and exercifcs many 
" virtues, and promotes the intereft of mankind, 
** ^nd is that ftate of good things to which God 
** bath defigned thfe prefent conftitution of the 
*• world. Marriage hath ia it the labour of bve, 
•^ and the delicacies of friendfliip; the blefliiig^ 
•' of fociety, and the union of hands and hearts. 
*' It hath in it lefe of beauty, but more of fafety 
** than a fingle life ; it is more merry and moi^e 
** fad, is fuller of joys, and fuller of forrow; 
** it lies underr more burthens, but is fupported 

u by 



d by Google 



*4fi AinUTDOTES or SOME 

♦^ by all the ftrength of love and charity, and thefs 
•* bur Aens are delightful.** 

Then £y the wild promifcuous embrace^ 
And be the father of a virtuous race. 

With what exquiCtely elegant imagery Dr; 
Taylor defcribes the early quarrels between Man 
and Wife, *' whid) unlef$ diey are prevented bjr 
*' good fenfe or good temper, are but too apt 
** to Waft the felicity of that union \ Man and 
*' wife,** adds he, ** are equally concerned to avoid 
*• all offences of each other in the beginning of 
** their converfation. Every little thing can blaft 
"♦• an infant bloflbm, and the breath of the fouth 
^ Can {hake the little rings of the vine j but when 
*** by age and confolidation they ftiffen into the 
^^ hardnefs of a ftemj and have, by the warm em- 
** braces of the fun, and the kifles of Heaven, 
"** brought forth their clutters, they can endure 
^* the ftorms of the north, and the loud noifcs of 
^* the tempeft, and yet never be bfokeo. So is 
"•* the early union of an unforced marriage, 
**' watchful and obfervant, jealous and bufy> in- 
^* quifitive and careful, and apt to take ^alarm at 
t* every unkind word. For infirmities do not 
^^ manifeft tbertafelves in the firft fcenes, but in 
•** the fucceffioa of a Ich^ fociety j and it is not 

*' choice 
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^ choice or wcaknefs (wheo it appears at firft), 
*^ but it is want of love or prudence^ or it will 
^^ be fo expounded ; and that which appears ill at 
** firft ufually affrights the unexperienced man or 
'< woman, who makes Uriequal conje(Slures, and 
*^ fencies niightjr fprrows by the proportions of 
^^ the new and early unkindnefs.'^ 

From the Sermons of no Divine whatever 
could a feleftion be made of brilliant and ufe* 
ful pailages with greater fuccefs than from thofe 
of this learned and eloquent Prelate, as he is 
occafionally ingenious and pedantic j luminous 
and obfcure, myftical and pious, fublime and low, 
embracing fuch a variety of matter, and concen- 
trating fuch a mafs of knowledge and of learning, 
Aat even the acute Bifhop Warburton himfelf, 
who bad no very contemptible idea of his own 
underftanding, might well fay, " I can fathom the 
** underftandings of moft men, yet I am not 
** certain that I can always fathom the under- 
*' ftanding of Jeremy Taylor." 

Dr. Ruft, in his funeral fermon upon the death 
of the Biflicp of Down, fays, " that he was ripe 
" for the Univerfity long afore cuftom would allow 
*' of his admittance } but by the time he was 
J* thirteen years of age he was entered of Caius 
^* Cottege, and as foon as he was a graduate, he 

vot. II. £ «< was 
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<< was cbgfep Fellow* He was a man long afprt? 
*^ he was of age, and knew little more of Uiq 
** ftate of childhood than its innocency and 
** pleafantnefs. From the Univerfity, by the tiaie 
•^ he was Mafter of Arts, he removed to Londpn, 
** and became public Leflurer m the church of 
** St. Paul, where he preached to the admiratiom 
^* and aftonifliment of his auditory; and by hi& 
*• florid and youthful beauty, and ftveet anct 
*' plea&nt air, and fublime and raifed difcourie, 
** he made his hearers take him foF fome young* 
** angel newly defcendcd from the realms of 
« glory. The feme of this new ftar, that outflione 
^' all the reft of the firmament, quickly came ta 
. •* the notice of the great Archbifhop of Can- 
^ tcrbury, who woidd needs have him preach 
<* before him, which he performed not left to his 
*♦ wonder than to his fetisfacSion. His difcourfe 
<^ was beyond expreffion,^^ and heyoad imitation ^ 
** yet the wife prelate thought him too young Si 
•* but the great youth humbly begged his Grace 
'< to pardon that fault, and promifed if he lived 
^* that he WQuld fioend k^^ 
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iSAJC BJRROJT, D. t>. 

the precurfbr of Sir l/aac Newton In matheiliadcSy 
a great fcholar^ and a mod able Divine, wa$ a 
«ioft violent Cavalier 5 anJonChatles the Second's 
return, nothing being done^ for him, he wrote this 
diftich : 

"Te magis optavit tediiurum^ Carole^ nem9p 
Mt nemofeiifif ^* rediifjfe minut. 
O how my breaft did cYef burit 
To fee my lawful King return I 
Yet, wbtll! bts^ haf^T ^^ ^ l>(«^ 
l^QPane has felt its influence lefsw 

Mr. Williaffl% in a Letter addreCed to Arch^ 
liifiiap Tillot(bn, which is prefixed to the *fo\\» 
ftdittoji of Dr. BsffroEw's Works, fays, << His firft 
^*^ fchooling was at the Charter-'hoafe,. London^ 
"*^ for two c* three years; when his g^«ateft 
**' recreation was fuch /ports as brought on fight* 
•* ing. among the boys. In his after-time a very 
^^ great courage remained, whereof niany inftances 
"** might be fet down; yet he had perfeftlyfub- 
^^ dued all inclination to quarrelHtig ; but a negli- 
*" gence of cloaths did always continue with hinii* 
'^ For his book he minded it not, and his father had 
£ 2 ♦* little 
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" litde hope of fuccefs in the profeiEon of' U 
•* fcholar, to which he had defigned him. Nay, 
" there was then (o little appearance of that com- 
** fort which his father afterward received from 
" him, that he often folemnly wiflied, that if it 
** pleafed God to take away any of his children 
" from him, it might be his fon Ifaac. So vain a 
^* thing is man^s judgment, and our providence 
*' unfit to guide our own affairs V* 

When Charles the Second made him Mafter of 
Trinity College in Cambridge, he iaid he had- 
given that dignity to the beft fcholar in the king- 
dom. 

His Biographer fafys, " For our Playy, he was art 
*^ enemy to them, as a principal caufe of the 
^' debauchery of the times (the other caufes he 
*• thought to be the French education, and the ill 
**• examples of great perfons J.' He was very free 
** in the ufe of tobacco, believing it did help to 
** regulate hrs thinking/' 

In his perfon he was very thin andfmall, but had 
a mind of fuch courage, that " one morning going 
" out of a friend's hdufe, before a huge and fierce 
*< maftifF was chained up (as he ufed to be all the 
*'.day)> the dog flew at him, and he had that 
** prefent courage to take him by the throat, and, 
^* after much ftruggling, bore him to the ground, 

** and 
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^ and held him there till the people could nfe and 
<* part them, without any other hurt thari the 
** ftraining of his hands, which he felt fome days 
<* after." 

Charles the Second, who was a man of sl moft 
excellent underftanding whenever he thought fit to 
exert it, ufed to fay of Dr. Barrow, that he ex- 
haufted every fubje<Sl which he treated. How 
well-founded this obfervation was, let the follow;- 
ing quotation, containing a definition of Wit, 
evince. It is taken from his Sermon **• Againft 
^ Foolifli Talking and Jefting.*' 

** Wit is indeed," fays this great Divinci 
** a thiiig fo verfaxile and multiform, appearing in 
*^ fo many fbapes, (o many poftures, fo many 
*' garbs> fo y^rioufly apprehended by feveral eyes 
^ and judgn^ents, that it feemeth no lefs hard to 
.'^ fettle a^lear and certain notion thereof tl^an to 
♦' make a portrait of Proteus, or to define the 
*^ figure pf the fleeting air. Sometimes it lieth 
*' in pat allufion to a known ftory, or i^ feafonable 
** application of a trivial faying, or in forging w 
^^ appofite tale; fometimes it playeth on wocds 
*^ and phrafes, taking advantage from the ^mbi- 
" guity of their fenfe, or the affinity of tHfejr 
" found ; fometimes it is wrapped up in a drefs of 
^^ humorous expreflion ; fometimes it lurketh 
£ 3 ** under 
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^^ Uildffr an od^ fimf)lttt^9 ; ibfiKetimM il it hi^ 
«^ in n % ^udUom, in a fin«rt sfiTwcri in a, 
^ <|wij(b ff afai* in «fl)rcml intimttioe. io cnn* 
*• ningly diverting or fmartly retorting an <A>^^ 
<^ tion i| fometimes it i$ coqched in a bol4 fch^m^ 
*^ of ipeecb^ in a tart cjrony or in $ lufty hyper-. 
*< bpl^) in a ftartUng n}et4pbor„ in a plauribli(> 
* reconciling of qonttadiftjpnji pr in acute non-t 
•* ienfe^ fonietimes a fceniqal ripprefeiitation of 
** p^rfons or things, ^ counterfeit fpeech, a 
** mimical look or g^fture, paffeth for it j fomc-i 
•* times an ^efted funplicity^ fomeiiines a pre- 
** fumptuous bluntnefs, gives itbeing ; (bmetimes 
•*' it rifeth only from a lucky hitting upon what is 
** ftrange, fometimes from a crafty wrcfting obvious 
^ matter to the purpo(b j often it confiftcth in one 
•* knows not whatj and fprii^cth up one can 
^ hardly tell how. Its ways are unaccountable 
^ and inexplicable, being anfwerable to the num- 
** berlefs rovings of fency and windings of lan- 
♦* guage. It is, in Ihort, a manner of fpeaking 
** out of the fimple and plain way (fuch as ^eaibi^ 
V teacheth, and proveth things by), which, by a, 
** pretty fvirprlfing uncouthnefs mi conceit or 
•^xprefHonj doth afTccl and amufe the ftncy, 
rftirring in it fome wonder, and breeding fome 
<' delight thereto. It raifeth admiration, as fignU 
M fying a nimble fagacity of apprehenfion, a fpetial 

w felicity 
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** felicity of invention, a veracity of fpirit and 
«* reach of wit more than vulgar, it feeming to 
^ argue a fare quickneft of patts, that ohe can 
'< fetch in remote conceits applicable, ^ notable 
^^ fkill that he can dextroufly accommodate them 
*^ to the purpofe before him, together with a lively 
•* briflcnefs of humour, not apt to damp thofe fport- 
^ ful dafhes of imagination : whence, in Ari(totle» 
** fuch perfons are called E-s-iStl*©*, dextrous mcn^ 
'* and £x7po9r«( (men of facile and verfatile manners, 
** who can eafily turn themfelves to all things, or 
^« turn all things to themfelves). It alfo procureth 
** delight by gratifying curiofity with its rarenefs, 
'^ or femblance of difficulty (as monfters, not for 
<^ their beauty but for their rarity, as juggling 
*' tricks, not for their ufe but for their abftf ufenefs, 
" are beheld with pleafure), by diverting the mind 
*^ from its road of ferious thoughts, by inftilling 
** gaiety and airynefs of fpirit, by provoking to 
" fuch difpofitions of fpirit in way of emulation or 
^ complaifancc, and by fc^afoning matters other- 
'* wife diftafteful or ihlipid with an unufual and 
•• thence grateful tang.** 

The following Letter to Dr. John Mapletoft, one 

of the Greiham Profefibrs (and which is included 

in a feries of feveral other fragments of fome of the 

greateft literary Characters of the laft Century 

£ 4 publi(hed 
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publiflicd by a Graiwjfon of Dr. Mapletoft in the 
European Magazine), will furnifti theKcader 
with a fpecimen of Dr. Barrow's epiftolary talent^ ; 

DR. BARRO^W TO DR. MAPLETOFT. 
<* DEARE SIR, 

** I DOE heartily bid you welcome home, 
*• and receive your kind falutations mod thank- 
** fully i but your projeft concerning Mr. Davies 
^' I cannot admitt. Trinity College is, GoJ h^ 
<* thanked, in peace (I wifli all Qhriftcndome 
** were fo weH), and it is my duty, if I can, to 
" keep uproars thence. I doe wifh Mr. Davies 
** heartily welj, and would doe him any good 
*' I colildi tu^ this I conceive neither faifible no^p 
" fitting. We fljall difcourfe more of it when I 
*• com^. I have feverely admoniflied T. H. fo^ 
** his clownilh poltronry in not daring to encountre 
'** the gentle Monfieur that faluted him from Blois, 
** Pardon my grave avocations that I deferr fey- 
** ing more till I fliall be fo happy to fee you. In 

the ineane time (with my beft wiihes and 
" fervices to you, your good Madam Comfortable^ 
•' the good Dofior, and all our friends) I am, 

^' Dfeare Sir, 
" Your moft afFeftionate friend, and obliged fervant, 

«• IS. BARROW.'* 

Trin. Col. July 19, 1673. 

DR. 
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DR. SOUTH, 

one of the ablcft and moft forcible Divines ofthe 
Englifh Church. His Sermons have great energj 
.of thinking, and a nervoufnefs of language, tainted 
however now and then by a vulgar expreffion, a 
ludicrous fimile, and a play of words. Swift 
appears occafionally to have copied him ; and Dr« 
Johnfon always fuppofed, that Dr. Bentley had hinr 
in his mind when he wrote his famous Sermons 
againft the Free-thinkers. Dr. South, in earl/ 
life, went into Poland, as Chaplain to our Ambaf- 
fador at that Court, and has publiflied a very 
entertaining account of that country, and of its 
King, the great John Sobiefky, in a Letter. Dr. 
South was a man of great fpirit and vivacity rf 
mind ; a moft decided Tory; and not many days 
before his death (which happened when he was 
turned of eighty), on being applied to for his vote 
for the Chancellorfliip of the Univerfity of Oxford, 
he cried out with great vehemence, *' Hand and 
«* heart for the Earl of Arran I" 

' South had a difpute with Dr. Sherlock on fome 
fubjeft of Divinity. Sherlock accufed him o^ 
making ufe of wit in the controverfy. South, in 

his 
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his reply, obfcrved, that had it pleafed Goa to 
have made him (Dr. Sherlock) a Wit, be wifhed 
|o know what he would have done. 



DR. BUS Br. 



IT was the boaft of this gfeat iiiftruftor of 
youth, that at one time fixtcen out of the whole 
bench pf Bi&ops had been educated by him. 
The unneceflary feverity with refpecfl to difci- 
pline which has in general been imputed to Dr. 
Bu{by, is fuppofed, like many other fcandalous 
ftories, to have arifcn from the prejudices and 
malignity of party, Several letters from the fcho- 
lars of Dr. Bufby have been lately difcovered, by 
which it appears that he was much beloved by 
fhem. Bufby is faid to have ajlowed no notes to 
any claffical Author that was read at Weftminfter. 
The late Dr.' Johnfon faid, that Bufty ufed to 
declare that his rod was his fieve, and that who- 
ever could not pafs through that v/as no boy for 
him. He early difcoyered the genius of Dr. 
South, lurking perhaps • under idlenefs and ob{{>- 
nacy. '^ I fee/' faid he, " great talents in that fulky 
•* boy^ and I (hall endeavour to bring them out.'* 
This indeed he efFeited, but by means of vcty 
treat feverity. 
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DR. STDENHAM, 

THIS great obferver of Nature fiill keeps hh 
well-earned and long-acknowledged medical fame, 
amidft the modern wildnefs of theory and iingu- 
hrity of pra^lice^ ^' Opinionum c^mmenia delH 
^ dies" fays Tully very beautifully, *^ Natura 
•< judicia cwfirmat" 

Sydenham had a troop of horfe when King 
Charles the Fir ft had made a garrifon town of 
Oxford) and ftudied medicine by accidentally 
falling into the company of Dr. Coxe, an eminent 
phyfician, who, finding him to be a man of great 
parts, recommended to him his own profeflion, and 
gave him direftions for his method of purfuing his 
ftudies in that art. Thefe be purfued with fuch 
(ucceis, th?it in a few years afterwards be became 
the chief phyfician of the metropolis. 

Sir Richard BhcJcmore fays of him, *' that he 
♦< built all his maxims and rules of praftice upon 
** repeated obferva lions on the nature and proper- 
^ tics of difeafes, and on the power of remedies : 
•' that he compiled fo good a hiftory of diftcmpers, 
*' and fo prevalent a method of cure, that be has 
*' advanced the healing art more than Dr. Wallis, 

«' with 
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^ with all his curious fpcculations and. fanciful 
^ bypothcfes/' 

In the Dedication of one of his Treatifes to his 
firtend Dr. Mapletoft, Sydenham fays, " that the 
•* nfiedical art could not be learned fo weH, and fo 
•* furely, as by ufe and experience y a^Kl that he who 
•* ftiould pay the niceft and moft accurate attention 
** to the fymptoms of diftempers, would fucceed 
^ beft in finding out the true means of cure,** 
He fays afterwards, *' that it was no ftnall fanftion 
•* to his method that it was approved by Mr. Locke, 
^ a comnjon friend to them both, who had dili- 
^ gently confidered it ; than whom>" adds he, 
,•* whether I confider his genius, or the acutenefs 
•* and accuracy of his judgment, aiKi his antient 
*' (that is the beft) morals, I hardly think that I 
** can find any one fuperiqr, certainly very few 
*' that are equal to him*," 

Sydenham had fuch confidence in exerctfe on 
horfeback, that in one of his medical Treatifes 
, he lays, " that if any man were poffefTed of a 
*' remedy that would do equal fcrvice to the 
•' human Conftitution with riding gently oa 
•^^ horfeback twice a-day,*he would be in poffeffion 
« of the Philofopher's Stone." 

• Mr. Locke appended a copy of Latin verfcs to Dr. 
Sydenham's " Treaiilc upon Fevers.*' 

The 
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The very extraordinary cafe mentioned by thif 
great Phyfician, of the cure of a moft inveterate 
diarrhoea, in a learned Prdate, by flow joumiet 
on horfebaclc^ was that of Seth Ward, the Biihop 
of Sarunri, a great Mathematician, and one of the 
firft Members of the Royal Society. It is laea- 
tibned in the Life of the Bifhop by Dr* Walter 
Pope. 

Sydenham died of the gout ; and in the latter part 
of his life is defcribed as vifxted with that dreadful 
diforder, and fitting near an open window, on the 
ground-floor of his houfe in St. James's fquare^ re- 
fpiring the cool breeze on a fummer's evening, anJ 
rcfle£ling with a ferene countenance, and great 
complacency, on the alleviation to human mifcry 
that his Ikill in his art enabled him to give 
Whilft this divine man was enjoying one of thcfc 
delicious reveries, a thief took away from the table, 
near to which he was fitting, a filver tankard filJel 
with his favourite beverage, fmall-beer in which a 
fprig#of rofemary had been immerfed, and ran off 
with it. Sydenham was too lame in his feet to 
ring his bell, and too feeble in his voice to give the 
alarm after him. 

Sydenham has been accufed of difcouraging 
fludents in medicine from reading on their very 
complicated art. When Sir Richard Blackmons 
alked what books he (hould read on his profeifioc, 

be 
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be repl^ •* Read Don Quixote 5 iti« a Stetf 
** good book— I read it ftilK'* There m^ht b^ 
liuny reafons given for this advice : at that time, 
perhaps, the art of mcdtcuie was not aj>proachiag b 
liearly to a fcicnce as it is at prefentw He, perhapsi 
ckiicovered that Sir Richard had as finall a genius 
for medicine as he had for poetry ^ and he very weH 
knew, that in a profeffion which peculiarly retparcs 
cbfervation and difetiminatifon, books aloiaecaiUKH 
<up$>ly what Nature ha$ denicdw 



Sm JOHN' TABOR, KnK 

WHEhT Sir John ^en« to Verfeilles, to try tfe 
«ffefts of the Bark upoii Lociis the Fo«rlcenttfs 
«nly fon, the Dauphin^ who ha^been hong ill of «i 
intermitting fever, the phyiictaiis who wer« about 
the. Prince did not ch»uie to permit bim t^pveicribe 
to tbdr Royal Patient tiU th«7 hadi a(ked himfotnt 
fnedfical queftions : amongft others^ they dcfir«d 
him. to define what an inoermittiiig fevea: was^ 
He replied, "** Gentlemen, it is a difea^ which I 
*'^ can cttre, and which you caonot.?* 

Louis, however, empk)yed him to preicribe 
lor his foBy which he did wkh the u&iaL iuccefs 
.attendant (ipoa the heavei^deicended dvug wh>idi 

he 
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he adminift^red^ The Bark was called for a long 
time afterwards, at Paris and at Verf^illes, tlw^ 
^ Englifli Remedy i" and La Fontaine himfelfe 
much out of his common method of writings, ha^ 
written a Poem, addreffed to Madame de Bouiflon, 
one of Cardinal Mazarine's nieces, entitled, ** Lf 
•* ^inquina.^* It commemorates her recovery 
from a fever by the ufe of the Bark, then calkd bf 
that name« 



JOHN LOCKE. 

THIS great philofopher is buried in thechurcV 
yard of a fmall village in Eflcx, called Oates^ 
The infcription on his tomb-ftone that is ap- 
pended to the fide of the church, r& nearly ob- 
literated. An urn has been lately erefted to hi^ 
memory in the gafdens cf Mrs. More's very elegant 
cottage near Wrington, \n SjomerfetQiire, with 
Ikis ioferiptioo; 

^ Thi^ iJm, 

♦* facred to the memory 

^* tAJOHNLOCKEy 

•* a native of this village, 

- ^ waS' prefented to Mrs. Hani^ah MoRtt 

*♦ by Mrfit, Mowtague.** 

It 
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It is much to be wifheJ that the gratitude of d 
Udy to her inftruftor (hould be imitated upon * 
larger fcale by a great nation, whofe envied fyftem 
of government he analyfed with the fame ac- 
curacy and fagacity with which he unravelled thei 
intricacies of the human intelledl, and that it 
ihould honour his memory with a magnificent 
niemdrtal in one of its public repofitories of the 
iltuftrious dead. 

Mr. Locke's celebrated ** Treatlfe on the 
•* Reafonablenefs of Chriiliaoity" is well known.- 
It is, perhaps, known only to few that he wrot<i 
fome letters to his pupil Lord Shaftefbury on the 
Evidences of Cbriftianity. . They are ft ill in 
MS. Two gentlemen. Who had perufed them, 
declared that they were written in fo affeding a 
m^ner, and with fuch an earneft defire to intereft 
the young Nobleman for whofe fake they were 
written, that they could not refrain from tears 
while they were reading them. 

Mr. Locke, in that fmall but excdlent treatife of 
his ** On the Condu'd of the Under (landing,** 
chapter ' Fundamental Verities,* fays, *' Our 
•^ Saviour's great rule, that We fbotrid love our 
** neighbour as ourfelves^ is fuch a fundamental 
♦' truth for the regulating hum^n fociety^ that 
•* by that alone one mightj without difficulty, 

•* determine 
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Mf, L<>cke, in one of his Letters, Tpeaking of 
the advantages of converfatioh, fays, *^ There are 
** fcarcely any two men that have perfectly the 
'^ (ame views of the fame thing, till they cogae 
^' with atteBtion, and perhaps mutual afliilance^ 
^^ to examine it ; a conflderation that makes con- 
** vcrfetion with the living a thing much more 
** defirable than confulting the dead, would the 
** living but be inc^uifitive after truth, apply their 
•* thoughts with attention to the gaining of it> 
* and be indifferent where it was fbund^ fo they 
*« could but find it," 

In alettei* of Mr. Locke's, not generally kiiow©^ 
addrefled to Mr. Bold, who in a letter to him ha4 
tomplained that he had loft many ideas by their 
flipping out of his mind, he tells the latter, " X 
" have had fad experience of that myfelf ; bujt 
^^ for that Lord Bacon has provided a fure remedy* 
** For> ais I remember, he advifes fomewherc 
*' never to go without pen and ink, or fomethingj 
** to write down all thoughts of moment that 
*' come into the mind. I muft own I have often 
*' omitted it, and have often repented bf it. The 
*^ thoughts that come unfought, and (aS it were) 
^.,drop into the mind, are commonly the mofi 

xou II. w << valuable 
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<* valuaiblc of any we haye, and therefore OloM 
<< be fecured, becaufe they feldom returif again.-^ 
'' You fay alfo, that you lofe many things becaufe 
'^ your thoughts are not fteady and ftrong enough 
*• to purfue them to a juft iffue. Give me lieavc 
** to think, that herein you miftake yourfcif and 
^« your own abilities. Write down your thoughts 
** upon any fubjefl, as far as you have purfued 
** them, and then go on again fome other time, 
** when you find your mind difpofed to do it, and 
*' fo till you have carried them as for as you can, 
•* and you will be convinced, that if you have 
** loft any, it has not been for want of ftrength 
** of mind to bring them to an iffue, but for 
*< want of memory to retain a long train of 
<^ reafonings, which the mind having once beat 
** out, is loth to be at the pains to go over again ; 
** and fo your connexion and train having flopped 
♦* the memory, the purfuit ftops, and the reafon- 
'^ ing is negle£ted before it comes to the laft 
«* conclufion/^ 



IQRD > 
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LORD CHANCELLOR 
SHAFTESBURt 

V^as a man of fuch talents and fagacity, that at; 
twenty years oif age he carried a propofal of his 
own for fettling the differences between the King 
(Charles I.) and his Parliament to his Majefty^ 
who told him, that he was a very young man for 
fuch an undertaking. " Sir," faid he, " that will 
*' not be the worfe for your affairs, provided I do 
<* the bufinefs." Itmet,however, With nofuccefs; 
nor would, perhaps, a propofal made by Machiavel 
himfelf have fucceeded better, when the fword was 
once drawn. 

Ill the reign of Charles ll. after having filled 
fome great offices, he was appointed to that very 
dignified and illuffrious one of Lord Chancellor^ 
though he had never Audied the lavi^, and had never 
ht&[i called to the Bar. On that account he ufed to 
prefide in the Court of Chancery in a brown filk 
inftead of a black filkgown. Dryden himfelf praifes 
his conduifl whilft h^ adminiftered this great office^ 
(aying of him. 

Yet fame defcirv'd no enemv can grudge, 
The (latefman we abhor, but praifc the judge. 
In IfracPs courts ne*er fat an Ahethdhi 
With more difcerning eyes, or t^ands more cleans 
Unbrib'd^ unfought, the wretched to redre{^> 
Swift of difpatch> and eafy of accefs* 

Fa Y«t 
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Yet In another place be calls bin^^ 

For clofc defigns and crooked counfels fit, 
Sagacious, bold, and twrbtflent of wit ; 
Redlefs, unfix'd in principles and place, 
In power onpleas'd, impatient of difgrace ;. 
A ftery foul, which, working out its way, 
Fretted the pigmy body to decay. 
And o'er.informM the tenement of olay. 

ABfatom and Acbitopbit. 



} 



tord Shaftcftury was, perhaps, one of the 
ableft debaters that ever fat in . parliament ; ilo- 
one underftood how to lead and to manage a ques- 
tion better than himfelf. Mr. Lockcy who was an 
intimate friend of Lord Shaftefbury'isj thus dc- 
fcribes him : 

*' I never knew any one penetrate (o quick into 
** men's breafts, and from a fmall opening furvey 
<< that dark cabinet, as he would. He would 

. ** underftand men's true errand as foon as they had 
•* opened their mouths, and begun their ftory, in 

'♦*. appearance, t© another purpofe. Sir Richard 
^ Onflow,'* fays Mr. Locke, ** and Lord 
*' Shaftcfbury were invited by Sir J, D. to dine 
**. with him at Chelfeay and were defired to come 
*« early, becaufe he had an affair of concernment 
*• to communicate to them. They came at the 
^ time, and being fat, he told them, that he made 

*' choice 
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^ choice of them both, from their known abilities 
*^ and particular friendfliip to him, for their advice 
** in 3 matter of the greateft moment to him that 
" could be* He had (he faid) been a widower 
** for many years, and began to want fomebody that 
** might eafe him of the trouble of houfekeeping, 
^^ and take jfome care of him under the growing 
" infirmities of old age, ^nd to that purpofe he had 
^* pitched upon a woman very well known to him 
** by the experience of many years — in fine, his 
^' houf^-keeper. Thefe gentlemen (who were not 
^* ftrangers to bis family, and knew the woman 
*• very well, and were befides yery great frieijds ta 
^ his fon ^nd daughter, grown up and both fit for 
•* marriage, to whom they thought tlijs would be 
'' a very prejudicial match) were both in their 
f' minds oppofite jto it, ^d to that purpofe Sir 
'^ Richard Onflow began the di^ourfe, wheprein, 
^ when he came to that part, he was entering upoa' 
^ the defcription of the woma^, and going to fet 
** her out in her own colours, which were fuch a^ 
" could not have pleafed ^ny man in his wife.— 
*' Lord Shaftefbury, feeing whither he was going. 
" to prevent any mifchief, begged leave to in- 
/* terrupt him, by alking Sir J- one queffioi^ 
" (which, in {hort, was this). Pray, Sir John, arc 
you not already married ? Sir J* after a little 
** demur, aiifwcred, Yes, truly, my Lord, Iwas- 
F 3 ^ married 
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•* married the day before. Well then, replied 
•• Lord Shaftefbury, there is no more need of our 
•* advice ; pray let us have the honour to fee my 
** Lady, and to wi(h her joy, and fo to dinner. As 
*' they were returning to, London in their coach^ 
** I am obliged to you, my Lord Shaftefbury, fays 
*^ Sir Richard, for preventing my running into a 
•< difcourfe which could never have been forgiven 
^' me, if I h^id fpake out what I was going to fay ; 
•* but as for Sir J. he methinks ought to cut your 
•* throat for your civil queftion. How could it 
** pofEbly enter into your head to afk a man, who 
•* had folemnly invited us on purpofe to have our 
** advice about a marriage he intended, had gravely 
•* propofed the woman to us, and fuffered us 
*^ ferioufly to enter into the debate, whether he 
** were already married or not ? The man and 
** the manner, replied Lord Shaftefbury, gave 
<* me a fufpicion that, having done a foolifh things 
*• he was defirous to cover himfelfwith theautho- 
*♦ fity of our advice. I thought it good to be fare 
•* before you went any farther, and you fee what 
*.* came of it.*' 

** I fhall give," fays Mr. Locke, « another in- 
<< fiance of his fagacity. Soon after the Reflora^ 
*^ tion of King Charles the Second, the Earl o( 
** Southampton and he were dining together at thet 
S^ Lofd'Chancellor's (Lord Clarendon). As they 

'* wcrQ 
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<* were returning home, he faid to Lord South* 
•* ampton, Yonder Mrs. Hyde (meaning the 
** Chancellor's daughter) is certainly married to 
** one of the Royal Brothers. The Earl, who 
^* was a friend to the Chancellor, treated this as a 
<^ chimera, and afked Lord Shaftefbury how fo 
** wild a fancy could get into his head. Afliire 
** yourfelf. Sir, replied Lord Shaftefbury, it is 
" fo. A concealed refpeft, however fuppreffed, 
" fhewed itfelf fo plainly in the looks, voice, and 
** manner, wherewith her mother carved to her. 
" and oflFcred her of every difli, that it was im- 
*^ poi&ble but it mufl be fo. Lord Southampton,'* 
adds Mr. Locke, ** who thought it a groundlefa 
** conceit then, was not long after convinced, by 
" the Duke of York's owning her, that Lord. 
" Shaftefbury was no bad gueffcr." 

Mr. Locke was wonderfully ftruqk with Lord 
Shaftefbury 's acutenefs upon every fubjeft ; and 
though he was not a man of much reading, yet 
nothing, in Mr. Locke's opinion, could be more 
juft than the judgment he pafTed upon the books 
which fell into his hands. He prefently faw 
through the defign of a work ; and, without much 
heeding the words (which he ran over with great 
rapidity), he immediately found whether the author 
Vrasmafler of his fubje<9^,and whether his reafonings 
F 4 « were 
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were exa6L But, above ally Mr. Locke admired 
in him that penetration^ that prefence of mindji 
which prompted him with the beft expedients 
in the moft defperate cafes; that noble holdnefs 
which appeared in all his public difcourfes, always 
guided by a folid jud^ent, which, never allowing 
him to fay any thing that was improper, and regu-» 
luting his lead word, left no bold to the vigilance 
of his enemies^ 

Lord Shafte{bury had ever beenfuppofed to have 
affiAed Mr. Locke very much in his celebrated 
** Treatife upon Toleration." The outline of 
that great work was found fome years ago in Lord 
Shaftefbury's hand-writing. 

Bifhop Burnet fuppofes him addicted to judicial 
aflrology. It has been faid, that his LordAip 
affefted tp believe this folly, when in company 
with the Biihop, to prevent his endeavours to 
ivitid out of him bis political intentions, 

Lord Shafteftury was concerned in all* the 
political tranfadions in the Reign of Charles the 
Second. He advifed the King to (but up the 
Treafury, and afterwards united himfelf to Oppo-^ 
^tion agaipft the fchemes of the Court. The 
latter part of his life was fpent in plots and con- 
fpiracics, and from fear of punifliment he quitted 
the kingdom and retired to Holland. He died in 

exile 
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exile at Amfterdam, in the fixty-fecond year of 
bis age, a ftriking inftance of the little utility of 
great talents, either to the pofleflbr of them or to 
the world in general, when they are not dire£ie4 
by juft and good principles. 

Lord Shafteibury was a complete inftance of tho 
truth of one of his own maxims, which was, **that 
** wifdom lay in the heart and not in the head, and 
*' that it was not the want of knowledge, but the 
^ perverfenefs of the will, that filled men*s a<Stions 
♦* with folly, and their lives with diforder." 

According to Mr. Locke, Lord Shaftefbury ufed 
to fay, comically enough, " that there were in every 
** one two men, the wife and the foolifb, and that 
*' each of them muft be allowed his turn. If you 
'* would have the wife, the grave, and the ferious, 
*' always to rule and to have the fway, tl)e fool 
^' would put the wlie man out of order, and make 
** him fit for nothing; but he muft have his times 
" of being let loofe to follow his fancies and play 
" his gambols, if you would have your bufiiicfs go 
" on fiiiootyy/' 



COURFlLLEy 
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GOURVILLE, 

w!io was m England in Charles the Second'^ 
tinie,. bom the Court of France, fays, " Haw 
•^ happy a King of England may be^ and how 
<* powerful,, if he will be content with being 
*• the firft maa ©f his people. If he attempts ta 
«^ he more than that, he is nothing."^ 

lo his Memoirs be mentions a very curious 
inftance of the intrigues of the Court of France 
ia England — of that Court which has been fb re- 
nowned for its interference in the intrigues and 
cabals of other Courts for this laft century : " Ii;i 
•• London,** (ajs he^ *' 1 became acquainted with. 
^ the Duke of Buckingham, who fince that time 
**- addrefled himfelf to me with refpe6l to 'fome 
^ pFopofitions that he had been making to the 
•^ King of France, in regard to his intermeddling 
** in {bme cabals of the Englifli Parliament. — 
^ Thefe propofitions were much approved of^ 
*^ and for a certain fpace of time be received front 
^ me a great deal of money, that I gave him at 
♦• Paris, in two journies that he made thitheir 
** iuco^nitoJ* 



JJME^^ 
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JAMES, 
FIUST DUKE OF ORMOND. 

THJS illuftrious Nobleman, according to Caitc^ 
permitted no feverity of weather or condition of 
liealth to fervc him as a reafon for not obferving 
that decorum of drefs, which he thought a point 
of refpeft to perfons or places, ** In winter- 
** time," fays the Hiftorian, '* perfons ufed t© 
** come to Charles the Second's Court with 
<« double-breafted coats, a fort of undrefs : the 
" Duke would-never take advantage of that in- 
** dulgence, but, let it be never fo cold, he 
^^ always came in his proper habit ; and this was 
^< indeed the more meritorious, and required the 
** greater cflFort in his Grace, as his firft queftion 
*«• in the morning ever was, which way the wind 
^' iat, and he called for his waiftcoat and drawers 
^^ accordingly. His drefs was always fuited to 
^^ the weather : for this end/* adds the Hiftorian^ 
<< in our uncertain clime, he had ten different 
^* forts of waiftcoats and drawers, fatin, filky 
•* plain and quilted cloth, &c.** The Dukey 
though a man of great fpirit, was a moft ex- 
cellent and a moft fenfible politician, taking; 
matters as he found them, infvce RomuJi^ et non 

in 
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ia RepuhlUa Platonis 5 ** for though/* according 
to Carte, ** he detefted njaking low court to any 
♦* of the King's (Charles the Second's) miftreffes, 
^^ yet he was not averfc to the keeping of mea- 
*^ fures with them, when it might be ufeful to thfs 
** public fervicei the great end by which be regur 
**• fated his own conduft in public affairs.*' 



SIR CmiSTOPHpR fFREN. 

THE following Extracts arp taken from thq 
Journal of this great Archited, which he kep^ 
when he went to Paris in 1665. 

*^ An academy of painters, fculptors and 
« architeSs, with the thief artificers of thp 
«^ Louvre, meet every firft and laft Saturday of 
** the month. M# Colbert, Surintendant, 
** comes to the Louvre every Wednefday anc| 
H (if bufmefs prevents not) Tburfday. M» Charles 
^^ introduced me to Bernini, who (hewed mc 
•^ his d^figns for the Louvre, and of the King*$ 
** tLouis XIV,) ftatue *. The King's houfes | 

* Bernini's dcfign for the, Louvre was not adopted j it 
is engraved in yne of Perelle's books of Views. Bernini 
SKide a bud, but no fiatue of Logis^ I believe. 

'* could 
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^ could hot mifs. Fontainbleau has a ftatdy 
*^ wildnels and vaftnefs fui table to the defert it 
** flaiids in. The antHjue mafs of the Caftle of 
•* St. Germain's and the hangirtg gardens arc 
** <feIightfuHy furprizing (I mean id any rpan of 
** judgment), for the pleafures bekw vanifli awa^ 
^< in the breath that is fpent in xfcending, Thof 
*** palace, or (if you plcafc) the Cabinet, of Ver- 
** failles called me twice to fee it ; the mixturar 
*• of brick and ffone, Mue tile and gold, madcf 
•* it look like a rich livery J not a nich in it baJi 
^^ is crowded with little curioiities of ornameab 
** The women, as they have made the language 
^^ and the fa(hion, and meddle with politics anl 
** philofophy, fo they fway alfo in Architefture. 
•* Works of filgrandand litde trinkets are in great 
" vogue, but building ought certainly to have 
*• the attribute of* Eternal, and therefore tfa« 
^ only thing incapable of new &(hlons/' 

In 

• Many of the buildings which have remained to m 
from the Antients* are univei fally allowed to be perfe^ 
models of the art of Architecture. In fpire of the 
rewards offered by Sovercfgrw^ and of that innate defire off 
nan to do fomethiog more and better than his prede^ 
cefibrs have done, every attempt to add another Order ^ 
Archite6Kire to the Five long fince tranfmitud to us from 
the Greeks has been vaid and fruitlefs, and has in general 
eSe^ed nothing but a variation in the Corinthian Order* 

Th« 
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In the Library of All Souls College, in 6xfof<f# 
^rc are fevcral volumes of original drawings * of 

The art of building being an art of which the con* 
ftituent parts are utility and beauty, muft have foei* 
ftrrived at its point of perfe6tion. We have little left to 
do but to arrange and to compare. What has the rage of 
Aiventing in Architcfture produced in our times ? May- 
pdes inftead of columns, capitals of no order, and adjun6la 
and decorations fo whimfical^ fo minute, fo fplit int^ 
finall parts and tortured into grotefque forms> that, a& 
Lord Bacon obferves of plots in gardens, .*< you may 
** fee as good fights often in tarts.** It ihould, how- 
ever, be mentioned to the honour of the Architect of that 
great national ornament Somcrfet-Houfe, that he hat 
j»evcr depraved the art with any capricious innovation. 
He has ever made the Antients his models, and he hatf 
ttot pretended to vary and to invent, where variation and. 
invention are not only fuperfluous but mifchicvous. He 
^s only with great tafte and judgment felefted and com- 
pounded what he has already found perfect to his hands. 
His buildings are therefore always grand, yet fimple j 
aot diftra^ling the eye with broken lines, petty djvifions^ 
«r arbitrary and meretricious ornaments, but preferving 
always that unity of defign and that magic of cffcCt 
vrhich render them the bed comments on his own excel« 
lent Treatife on the Art cf Archite6lure. 

• Many of them are interefting : the defign for the 
infideof St. Paul's Cathedral, with the high altar under tt 
canopy, amongft fome othei:;s, deferves to be engravccf* 
The wealthy and the learned Society to which they be- 
long will fome day or other, with the liberality of Gentle- 
Ken at^d of Scholars, give them in that form to the public. 

this 
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- tins great Archite£L They were, I believe, pne^ 
lented to the College by his fon. The' title rf 
one of them is, ** Jbelineationes Nova Fttkriut 
** Templi PauUrii juxia tertiam PrQpqfithnem *r 
*^ ix Sententid Regis CaroU Secundi fuh PrivetB 
** Sigillo expr4Jpd 14 Maii^ Anru 1678.** Sir 
Chriftopher appears to have floated very mttck 
in his defigns for St, Paul's CathedraL One vof 
them is very much like that of San Gallo iac 
St. Peter's at Rome* In another, the ^ome is 
crowned with a pine-apple, and it is curixjus to 
cbferve how ^^i^y defign for the prefent beaud- 
Ail dome excels the other* The favourite defiga, 
however, of the great Architect himfelf was uot 
taken. In one of his manufcript letters to a perfaal 
who was defirous to build fome great work. Sir 
Chriftopher fays, '* A building of that confoquei«3e 
** you goe about deferves good care in the defign^ 
*' and able workmen to performe it \ and that he 
** who takes the general management nuy hav€ m 
** profpeft of the whole, and make all parts, <»jX.'- 
** fide and infide, correfpond well together : to this 
** end I have comprifed the whole defign in fix 
" figures/' In another of his Letters, 4>caking 
of his progrefs in building St* Paul'^, he fays, 
** I have received a confiderable fuii^^ which* 
*' though not proportionable to the greatnefle of 
** the work, is notwlthfianding fufficient to begin 

« th« 
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•* the fame j and with all the matcriais and otW 
•* affiftances which may probably be expfeiSlecf^ 
*• will put the new quire in great forwardnefs.** 

Sir Chriftopher iifed to tell his frifends wiA 
gteat pleafurcj *^ that whilft he was building Sti 
•' Paul's, he told one of the workmen to bring 
** him a piece of ftone for fome purpofe or other. 
** The workman brought him nn old grave-ftone^ 
** on which was infcribcd ResIjrgam, and thiit 
•* he accepted it as a lucky omen." 

When Sir Chriftopher built the church ef 
St. Dufiftan's in the Eaft, the nobleft monument of 
bis geometrical Ikill^ h^ had moft certainly in his 
eye the High Church of Edinburgh^ and St. 
Kicholas^sChurch at Newcaftle-upon-Tyne. Hh 
towers that adorn the front of Weftminfter AtAey 
were taken from thofe of Beverley Minfter in 
•YorkQiire. Sir Chriftopher intended a fpire for 
the middle of the churchj but gave it up, from 
tappfehenfion that the fabric would not bear it. 

Sir Chriftopher was much impeded and bar» 
raffed in his great work of St, Paul's by the care of ■ 
expence in the Curators of it. He had defigned k 
very fine Baldaquino for the altar, like that 6f 
•St. Peter's at Rome. Dr. Compton, Bifiiop of 
J-ondon, had fent for the marbles for its compo- 
fition; or rather, as the *' -P^r^w/^Z/V fays, the 
fpecimens wer« (hewn to the Architect by that 

Pre. 
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^c deCgn was gilroa up. He wifiied the cupda 

. <o liave-beeniia^iited in Mo(aic, a ktn^ of p^u^mg 

. a$4«rableasthefdaceideif. Stone was not allaw^^ 

^im to fill up the piers of that wonder of w^" 

ite^ure the Dome ; rabble was giv«;n tp him in its 

0ead : in confequenicepf wt^ich tbece arefettlements 

in that papt of the chiurch. Tkc p^&at libei^ai 

. 'Cbafyter of the Cathedral ha?ti]|g admitted fculpture 

^'snto it without fees, in the monuments of Ctr. 

lohnfon and Mr. Howard, it is tp be hoped that 

the allufttiQus Architect of the fabric will partalpe 

pf the honour of a Ibfcue in his own Church, and 

that the Cathedrd of St. Faul will become the 

Britifli Temple of Fame *. The effcft of dcco- 

tation on the interior of this church, may be p)>t 



^ Weftaiinfter Abbei^ b miced^ fo <0dudid wbb Mom^* 
. 9fytnt$f that the ^>MMlty of ^he ^nqnilHevprop^ritiops In |)iat 
tUg^t Oothic fabrick is quitp deRroyeA. Tli(;M0apDEii;|itt 
themfclves have no e^tCt, either fioglyor^a^en together, 
>od.the whple »ppear» rather like ^ 3tata4ry'i fhop, than 
a repoiitory of diftinguiflied fepaltilre. Tile late %\t 
}(y(haallefiMMs> lookiBg no left wiih the eye «f afie^oti 
than with that of tafte, cottld fiml no proper place f<^ the 
ftatue of bis illuftriout friend Dr. jfohnion amonjgft the 
Monuments of the emiaent dead that are buried in dit 
AW)ey. 

YOL. IX. # ferved 
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fenrcd by infpc<aing a Plate, publiflied feme years 
ago by Mr. Gwynne, in which the Dome and the 
parts under it are feen as ornamented according to 
the intention of Sir Chriftophcr. To make the 
pcrfpeftive of the church appear with the greatcft 
piAsrefque effcSt, the heavy and immenfe organ 
that crofTes the - entrance into the choir fhould be 
placed on one fide, as is done at Winchefter, and 
' painted glafs (hould be inferted into the £aft win- 
dow, which at prefent cafts no **dim religious light/* 

In that entertaining and inftruftive work the 

' *' Parentalia ♦," written by Mr. Jofeph Ames, 

Secretary to the Antiquarian Society, and 

publiflied by the Grandfon of Sir Chriftophcr 

Wren, this extraordinary and ftriking paffage 

" occurs ; a paflage to which Credit can only be 

given by thofe who know how the Demon of 

. PdHtics like diat of Fate confounds all diflinc- 

tions ; how it elevates blockheads, how it de« 

^ preffes men of talents ; how it tears from the 

mouth of Genius, exhaufted with toil for the 

public, good, and bending under a load of helplefs 

nge, for which it has made no proyiiion, that 

• The-PA^ENTALiA not only contains an account of 
. Sir Chriftophcr Wren's Works, but alfo a very elaborate 
DifTertation on Gothic Architecture, written by Sir 
Chriftophcr himfdf. 

V , bread 
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bread which it beftowstipon the idle and thelelfifli; 
tipon thofe whoTe life and death, as the sicute 
Roman Hiftorian fays, ate nearly the fame ^* 

** In the year 1718, the fouirth year of the riigti 
« of George the Firft {creJite Poftett) Sir Chrtfto* 
** pher Wren's patetit foi*. the office 6f Surveyor 
** of the Royal Works wa^ fuperfeded, in the 
*< fourfcore and fixth year bf his age, and after 
^ more than fifty years fpent in a Continual 
" aSive and laborious fervice to the Crown 
** and Public. At that time his merits and 
** labours were not remembered by fome. He 
•• then betook himfelf to a country retirement, fay- 
" ing only with the Stoic, Nunc me jubet Fortuna 
*' ixpeditius philofopharu In which recefs, free from 
•^ worldly affairs, he paffed the greater part of the 
** five laft following years of his life incontem- 
** plation and ftudies, and principally in the con- 
** templation of the Holy Scriptures, chearful in 
*< folitude, and as well pleafed to die in the (hade 
«* as in the light f." 

« Part 

♦ ^ontm *vitam et mortem juxta e£e efiimOk, Sallust. 

f The great Dr. Barrow, in an oration at Grefhain 

College fpoken by him in the year i66ft, in this rapturous 

ftrain of panegyrU: thu» defcribe* Sir Chriftoj^er Wren, 

then a young man. •• Pracociores ne^inem unquam 

a » •* praefti. 
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<^ P^^-pf lii$ (hoiigbcs /or, the dUcovery of tbjf 
cc l^^g^cl^at iea^a review {^fCom^fortxy^^^/niOks ift 
<* aftfOQ^Qimy and tsatbeanttics, had a ibsirr in ^ 
^ ^^iployment of thoie houcs he could fy^te from 
^ medit^tktfiandi^fearxhesimohpl/writdiiriHghj^ 
<* laft F^treat, when it appeared, that though time 
<* had e^if^ebled his limbs (which was hi^ chi^ 
*< ailment), yet had it but little influence on th^ 
*^ vigour of his mind^ which continued with a vivacitjr 
*^ rarely found at that age, till within a few days of 
** hisdiiTolutioni and not till then could ceafe tb^ 
** continued aim of his whole life to te (in his own 
** words} k^neficus humam gtnert ^ for his great 
*< humanity appeared to the U& in benevolence an^ 
'^ complacency^ fiPee from mQrofenefi in behaviour 
« or aipea/' 

«• Htcjatet 

•* CHRISTOPHORUS WREN, Ejuis. 

<* Si Monunumtum %u0rU 

** Circumfpice^ 

is the infcription on the (ascophagus that contains 

^ praeilkKrc fpes, ita nee roaturioref qutmquaitt 
* frndtus pro«iillfle, prodtj^m oKm pueri, nunc mimca- 
^ }am viri, imifto temonium h«raiiiit» fuifictrit mettioiflii 
<* ingeniofiffimufii & optitBitm CkHftophorunWreMium^^ 

th« 
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the mnkiitt •f this gHstG^meier aad^ ceU)rat^ 
Amiiiccd. ThityhowcTdvfliookl hiv^ heftv en- 
graven updn theflone that is nrthe mkUk xt the 
pd^omeht direftly Under th» Dome of Ei. Pa«Fs» 

anil nbt placed in the vaolt beneacb it 

Sir Cbriftopher Wren Mhs d mzn off fintll 
fiature« Wbeii CMrios the Selro^ eailie to ^ 
die hunlbig^palate he had bytk for him nt New* 
market, be thought the rooms ttfo l^vfF. . -Sir 
Chriftopher w^ked about them, and looking up, 
nepiied^ ^^^ Sir/ and pkstfe jfdur Mt^efiy, . I Ihink 
'» tiley are high e^lou^^' The Kilig ffpMttd 
iown tab Sir Cbriftcpber's height, aai tfrecfiag 
about in this trhimfical poftitre, cried» ^^ A]ne, 
^ Sir Chriftopher^ X jthinfc jtbejp art b^h 
#* enooj^.'' 



IT has been faid, that this acute Pbyfician» oq 

becoming blind, deftroyed hinf^elf by poifon. 

There is no foundatiojf for thus calumniating the 

memory of this great Honour to our Country.. 

c 3 X>r. 
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Dr. Hanrey died of the gout at the age of feventy- 
nine, and to the laft poflefled fuch tranquillity 
and fiminels of miiK^ that not many hours before 
, he died he felt hit own pulfe, and niade obfer^ 
vations on the ftate of it, in order, as his learned 
Biographer fays, *' that he who whilft alive 
^ and in health had taught to others the be- 
<* ginnlngs of life, might himfelf, at bis departing 
<^ from it, become ac<juainted with the preludes 
^* of death/' 

Dn Harvey is buried in the church-yard of the 
6b(cure village of Hempftead, in Eilex. In the 
church there is a monument erected to him, with 
a long Latin infcription. It appears, by the fize 
' ^ his co£|n now remaining in the vault under 
the church, that he was a man of very (bort ftature. 
The portraits of him all agree in reprefenting hin^ 
as a man of ^ very fagacious and penetrating coun- 
tenance, and of a body much extenuated by meii^ 
tal labour and ^ti^e^ 



SAMUEL 
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SAMURL BUTLER. 

IT feems ftrange that Charleys the Second and 
his Minifters fhould have taken no notice of But^ 
\^Vy whofe writings have contributed more than 
the efforts of all the other Writers of that time 
to make the Puritans ridiculous. Wood fayS) 
.** that Lord Clarendon gave Mr. Butler reafoa 
^ to hope for places and emoluments of value an4 
." of credit, which, alas, he never fcw.'* 

: In. the ^ Mercurius Puilicus**. for Nov. 20, 
1663, is this very fingular advertifcment^ 
,«* Newly pubUfljed, The Second Part of Hudibras, 
*^ by the Author of the Former, which (if pof- 
/< Able) has outdone the Firft. Sold by John 
^( Mprtin and James Alleftry, at the Bc;!!^ St. 
« Paul's Church-yari^' 



JOHN SELDEK. 

THIS great Scholar, whom Grotius calls the 

Glory of England, took for hid motto, " Liberty 

« above all things." This little word, which has 

Qccafionally afforded fo much good, and done fo 

Q f «nuch 
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much harm to numkind, Mr. Selden tooky accor^ 
ding to Tully's definition of it, to be the power 
of doing; th2n\«4iichtkt laws ^fri^it* Fdr in that 
very entertaining book, ** Selden's Table-Talk,'* 
it kincF of Ana made from his con^rerfactioits^ he i^ys, 
re<pc£img tmy great features of our eftaHJflirtenc in 
€3Hirefr and State, article •^Limrgy,** ^T&ei« is 
^ ilo-Cfeutclt without a Liturgy, nor indeed caft 
^ diere be conveniently, sts dlcfe is no fchbdl 
^ tvithoirt a gri^nmiar. Orte fchohr, irtcfeetfj rtia^ 
^^ h^ tadgfit b^terwife, but not sfc whole Ichooli 
" One or t^tt tfrat are pioufly dJfpoferf, cria^ fervc 
^ tb«niftlrei thek cmi^ way^ but ^t 4 wtiolQ 

lii tie Ankle '^ King^ he fiiyv ^ A Ki^$ 
'^ is a things which Men have made for tiveir owA 
<< flikes, {6t quietnefe iake, juft as ifii a 6tti?l)( 
^ oike mail is. ap^inted to buy dMf meac, If 
<c every man (hould buy Wha£t the ortitp IKoed not^i 
*« or what the other had bought before, fo, there 
<< would be a conf afi wit Bu^ that charge being 
** committed to one, he, according to his dif^ 
<< cretion, pleafcs M. If they have not what they • 
*< would have one day, they {hall have it the next^ 



miLUM 
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miLIJM PRTNNE. 

OV the maligtiKy and anfdrneft of Pollflcian^ 
this learned man exhiSiW a fingular inflance, 
Pryrine*s *♦ HiJlriofnajHx^ or Treatife againft the 
•* A<9ing of Phy^,** was licenfed by Archbiffiop 
Abbot, in that book there is a ver}^ ftrong paflagc 
ag^nft wontcfl afflors. Six weeks after the pub- 
Hcatfon of it, Henrietta Maria, Q^ieen of Charles 
the Firf^, ^fted a part in a Paftoral at Somerfet- 
Houfe. Archbifhop Laud, whom Prynne had 
angerecf by fome of his theological writings, the 
next day after the Queen had afted, {hewed hi^ 
book to the King, and dwelt more particularly 
upon that paffage of it in which women a£tors, 
AS he calls them, are ftigmatized by a very 
opprobrious appellation, and, according to White-r 
locke, told thp King* that Prynne had purpofJy 
written this book againft the Queen and her Pat. 
tora!. In confequence of this information Prynne 
was purtifted with the moft favage cruelty by the 
Court of Star Ch:imb:r. On the Reftoration of 
Charles the Second, to efFc»5t which he had fhewa 
fo much «eal that even Monk hi nfelf advifed him 
to be more temperate, fame one afk.^d the Kling 
what ihould be done with I'rynne to make 
him quiet. " Why," faid he, ** let him amufe 

« himfclf 
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•* bimfelf with writing againft the CadioliGs, and 
•* in poring over the Records in the Tower." 
To enable him to do the latter, Charles made 
bim Keeper of the Records in the Tower, with a 
falary of five hundred pounds ja year. 

Prynne was, perhaps, one of the hardeft fludents 
that ever cxiftcd. He read or wrote nearly the whole 
ilay^ and that his ftudies might not be interrupted 
by attending to regular meals, bread, cheefe, and 
ale, were placed upon a table before him, and to 
thefe he had recourfe as he found his fpirits ex- 
|iaufted by his mental labour. Marchamont Need* 
ham calls Prynne one of the greateft paper- worms 
that ever crept into a library. His Works, pre- 
fented hj bimfelf to the Library of Lincoln's In% 
make forty volumes in folio and quarto. 

Prynne appears to have been a perfeftly honeft 
man. He equally oppofed Charles, the Army, and 
Cromwell, when he thought they were betrayers 
of the Country ; and after having accurately ob~ 
ferved, and fenfibly felt, in his own perfon, the 
violation of law occafioned by each of them, he 
gave his moft ftrenuous fupport to the legal and 
eftabliflied Government of his country, efFefted 
by the Reftoration of Charles the Second to the 
Crown of thefe Kingdoms. 



JJMES 
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JAMES THE SECOND 

faid to Mr. Clifton one day, ** I do not know how 
' «« it is, but I never knew a modeft man make his 
<* way at Court/* <* Pleafe your Majefty^ whofc 
<* feultisthat?" replied Mr. Clifton. 

James's feelings during the apprehenfions of the 
landing of the Prince of Orange are thus defcribcd 
by a contemporary writer, M. Miflbn, who was 
at that time in England. 

** Oaobera, i688. 
** James publifhes a proclamation to remove aU 
<< teams of horfes, and other beafts of burden, 
^ twenty miles from the coafts," 

« Oaober 22, 
** James calls an extraordinaryCouncil, at which 
** were prefent fifty Peers of the kingdom, &c* 
** and there he produces forty-one witnefles to 
«* prove that the pretended Prince of Wales 
** is really the fon of the Queen. The fame 
** day the child is baptized, and called James- 
** Francis-Edward, by the Pope's Nuncio and 
^' a Bilhop in partibus', the one reprefenting 

^ the 
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« the Pope^ and the other the Moft Chriftiai| 
*^ King." 



"b* 



€i 



^ Oaober 23. 
** James the Saiorrf, being extremely reftlefs 
ai^d uneafy, ordered a wtathejr-cock to bo 
♦' placed where he might fee it from his apartment, 
^' that he might learn by Ivs own eyes whether 
^* the wind is Protcftai>t or Po^piftv *. 

« Qaobcr3r, 
•* I was prefent when James received letters 
*' from Newport, informing, him, with extrava* 
** gant exaggerations, of thie difperfion of the 
** Prince of Orange's fleet. At his dinner he 
•< (aid to M. BdrilJon, the French Ambaffador, 
*< larugbingi At hik thp wjnd ^^ ^eclardd kfelf 
*' Poj^ifbs and (addtd bejr refoming his ferious 
*' air, and lowering his voi^e,) you know tbaj for 
^* thefe three days I have caufed the Holy Sacra-r 
*^ mcnt to be carried in proceffion." 

King J^fse^ hot long beftnre be died^ vificAl 
|bd 2i\iRtr!& CoiWtm of La 'Tftppe in Norman^, 

* ** This, fays MifTofi^ i^as ?ha way of talking, beth 
** at Court and in the City. T\k Eaft wir^J was called 
»* Profeftant, and the Weft Popiih. The weathercock, 
*• large, handfome, and high, isftill to be /een, 1719. Ic- 
** is at oneendcrf thc$aftqti«mg-Bo;ife/* - . . ' 
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.^ Oil hh taking Utlyc pf tbie Ahhot (mi to 
hun, " Reverend Father, I have been here (p 
^* perform a duty which I xmghttQh^vc dAine long 
" befpne. Vou a«d your Monks hare taught me 
** how tp die, and if God fpar^ wy life, I wHl 
** return to take another kflbu/' 

James i^rot^ a Diary of his Life, which, t9^ 
gether witji fooie other very curious MSS.relatiag 
to the Hiftory of Qreat Britain, was in the Scotch 
C<ilqse«cParis« 



EDMUND WALLER. 

KING JAMES the Second took Mr. Waller 
one day into his clofet, and afked him how he liked 
one of the pi£hires in it. *• My eyes, Sir,*' faid 
Wdler, •^ arc dim, and I do n<?t know it.'* 
The King faid it WM the PrinceTs ^ Orange^ 
« She is," faid Waller, " like one of the greatcJl 
«« Prittceffirs in the worW/' The King aflced 
mho flit wa$9 and w<u5 anfvt^red, '^ Qi^een ]£Iiza« 
« bcth." *• I woadcr,'' fatd the King, *< you 
^ flunild ^iok fo ; but I muft confeis ihe bad a 
*« wife CounciL''' ^ And pmy, Sir," iatd WaU 
ler, ^ did you ftirer ikn^w a fool cbufe a wife 

Waller 
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Waller took notice to his friends of King James*^ 
condu£l, and faid> ^< that he would be left like a 
•^ whale upon the ftrand.'* 

On his death-bed Waller told Dr. Birch, his 
Ibn-in-IaWy who attended him in his laft illnef§> 
** that he was once at Court when the Duke of 
•* Buckingham fpoke profanely before KingCharles 
** the Second, and that he told him. My Loi'd, I 
** am a great deal older than your Grace, and havc> 
•' I believe, heard more arguments for athcifm 
•* than ever your Grace did. But I have lived 
••' long enough to fee that there is nothing in them, 
*' and I hope your Grace will.'* 

The following Original Letter. from Waller ta 
Hd)bes appeared in The European Magazine 
for January 1790. It appears to have been Writ- 
ten before the Reftoration. 

" SIR, 

« ON Saterdaylaft I was att.y' Lodging by 
** g a clocke in the morning (having ben by fome 
?!» urgent occafions prevented in my intention to 
** wayt on you the day before) but came a little 
•' too late to tell you what I hope you will ad- 
♦' mitt this to doe, That I sefteeme y' Booke, 
'^ not only as a prefent of the beft kinde (pre^ 
** fcrring w**^ Soloman wifdomc to any other 
*^ treafure) but as the beft of that kinde : Had 

** I gone 
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"^^ I gone (^ by this tyme I had done) to di« 
** greene dragone * to fetch it I could not have 
*' written ex dono authorts upon it as a wittnes to 
** pofterity that I was not only in y^ favor but in y' 
** efteeme too (gifts being proportioned to the ufe 
** and inclination of the receaver) and that w*^* 
•* bought would have been my chicfeft delight 
*^ only is now that and my honor too : (S') One 
** fhewed mee this morning D' Lucy's Cen- 
** fure t upon your Leviathan; He fubfcribes 
** himfslf in his Epiftle to the Bftader WiUiatn 
** Pike which (as his friend telfs me) is becaufe 
" his name in Latine is Lucius, wherein he con* 
** fefles what he is offended with you for obferv- 
*' ingthat a manmuft have fomethingofa Scoller 
** to be a verier coxcomb than ordinary, for what ' 
** Englifliman that had not dabbled in latine would 
** have changed fo good a name as Lucy for that 
*' of a fifli; befides it is ominous that he will prove 
** but a pike to a Leviathan, a narrowe river fifli 
** to one which deferves the whole ocean for his 

♦ William Crooke, at the Green Dragon without 
Terople Bar, was publiflier of rooft of Mr. Hobbes's 
works. 

+ Publilhcd firft in 1657, 4to. and afterwards in 1663. 
Sec Wood'8 Athcnae Oxon. 596. Lucy was made Bilhop 
of St. David's at the Redoratioo. 

« The^ 
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•« Theater; All that 1 obfcrvod m the pfr^ 
*^ of this Pickrill was that be hys y' do£kr%B9 
«t takes us country gentlemen &c. : fure if wif» 
•' dome comes by leafure we may poffiWy beiis 
* good judges of PbiJofophy as country parfogs 
" are, all whofe tyme is fpent in faluting thofe 
" who corpc into the world alt ^iSpti^s, takeiog 
« leave of thpfe that goe out of it att funerals, 
•^ and vexing thofe that ftay in it w^** long-winded 
*' baranges : For Walli^ and his fellowe * yea 
** have han^^led tbem fo well already that I will 
*' fay nothing of them, for if I fliould fay all I 
•* approve in you or fiade ridiculous in your Ad* 
•' verfarys I fliould reqmte your booke w"* aao- 
*^ therj confident I am that all they write will 
** never be read over once nor printed twife, fo 
*' unlucky ar^ thay to provoake you> 

•^Che re^gefe ^ fi giyuerna 

^talji governa cs' regge rhuom cbe cerU 

Con i ftojleri haver pratica eterna \ 

Who in this age behave yourfelf arid wilke 
As one of whom poftcricy muft taike j 

• Probably alluding to Hobbes's ** Six Letfons toth* 
•* ProfelTors of Matheiratics of the Inftitution of Sif 
*' Heary jSaviiJ*" (viz. Waiiis and Ward,)4to. 1656. 

« with 
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^ with well applying, and ill tranflating of w* 
^ verfes I conclude the firft and come now 
^* to the fccond part of what I fholild have 
•* troubled jou with if I had found you in four 
•* Lodging viz! To charge you v/" my mofl 
•* humble fervife to the noble Lord * v^ whom 
•* you are as alfo w*** my acknowledgment of the 
•* kinde meflage I lately receaved from his Lo' 
** letting him knowe that becaufe I could write 
*' nothing fafely w'^ he might not finde in print, I 
•* went to your Lodging perpofely to have 
•• troubled you with myconjeftures of what is fo 
** to befall us in order to fatisfy his Lo^ curiofit/ 
** who honored me with his commands therein. 

" Here is much lalke of change both of Coun* 
** cills and of Councillors and both is believed 
** but what or who will be next is very incertayn 
*^ and this incertenty proceeds not fo much from 
^* fecrecy as from irrefolution, for rowling our« 
** felves upon Providence (as formerly) many 
*^ thmgs have been debated but perhaps no one 
** thing yet abfolutely intended. To me it feems 
^^ that his Highnefs f (who fees a good way be- 
*- fore him) had layd fometime finCe a per^dif 
^ foundation of Govemmetit I mean by th4 

• The Earl of Devoaihirtt 
' t Oliver Cromwell. 

VOL, II* ^ « Ma; 
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** Ma : Gcn^ reducing us to provences and ruling 
** us by thofe provincials with the newe levied 
^* army &c. but fayling of the good fucceis hoped 
** for abroad and thefe arrears and want of money 
•* att home may perhaps give occafion andop- 
** portunity to fuch as are enemys to a Settlement 
«* to retard and (hocke his defeins: The general! 
** voyfe att prefent goes for a felefted (not an 
«« elefted) Pari""' and that we fball very (hortly 
•• fee fomthing done there : in the mean tyme de- 
•* firing pardon for this taedious fcribling (as if 
** I were infeSed w^ the ftile of / frends Lucy 
«« andWallis) I reft 

•' Y' humble and obliged fervant 

« Waller/* 



LORD CHANCELLOR JEFFERIES. 

A LEARNED and ingenious Colleflor in 
i»ondon has in his poffeffion the patent for creating 
this infolent and cruel Magiftrate Earl of Flint, 
Jcfferies wilhed to have this title, not as corre- 

fponding 
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l^onding to his general charafter, but as having an 
eftate in the County of Flint. JefFeries early dif- 
tinguiihed himfelf by his brutal treatment of pri- 
fenefs, and of practitioners of the law whom he 
clifliked ♦. At the end of the *« Ninth Colle<aioii 
^* of Papers relative to the prefcnt Juncture of 
f * Affairs in England," Quarto, i68g, there is 
tiiis lingular advertifement : *' Lately publiflied, 
f * The Trial of Mr. Papillon ; by which it is 
<« manifeft that the then Lord Chief Juftice 
•• (Jefferies) had neither learning, law, nor good 
** manners, but more impudence than ten carted 
** whores (as was faid of him by King Charles the 
** Second), in abufing all thofe worthy citizen^ who 
** voted for Mr. Papillon and Mr. Dubois, calling 
** them a parcel of factious, pragmatical, fncaking^ 
** whoring, canting, fhiveling, prick-eared, crop* 
«< eared, atheiftical fellows, rafcals and fcoundrels, 
** as in page 19, and other places of the faid Trial 
*^ may be feen. Sold by Michael Janeway, and 

* Jlis fcandalous behaviour to one attorney cod hin 
rery dear. This gentleman feeing him in a cellar, in the 
difguife of a failor's drefi, at Wapping (in which he wat 
attempting to quit the kingdom), laid hold of him, and 
took him before the Lord Mayor, who was fo frightened 
on feeing his old acquaintance Jeflferies, who had mo^ 
Tiolently bullied him^ that he fell into a fit. 

H 2 << moft 
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« moft Bookfellers.** Yet Jefitrics, amidft siR htif 
cruelties^ was a lover of buffoonery. Sir J. 
Rercft>y fiiys, that he once dined with Jefferies 
when he was Lord Chancellor, and that the Lord 
Mayor was a gueft, wkh fome other Gentlemen : 
that Jefferies, ^cording to cuftom, drank deep 
at dinner, and called for Mountfort, one of his 
Gentlemen^ who had been a comedian and an «c« 
cellent mimic; and that to divert the company^ addi 
S?r John (as he was pleafed to term it)^ he made him 
plead before him in a feigned caufe, during which 
he aped alt the great Lawyers of the age in their 
tone of voice, and in their action and gefture of 
body* 

When that exquifite combination of mufical ia- 
firuments- the prefeiu Temple organ was to be 
tried previeu* to its being fet up in the church in 
which it is now pbced,^ JeSeriefr was the umpire 
between the merit of it and the organ now in the 
New ChuFcfa at Wolverhampton; an4 gave his 
judgment in favour of the firft, Jefferies faid of 
himfelf, that he iva& not near fo fangu-inary on 
the Weftem Circuit, as his employer J"ames the 
Second wifhed him to have been. In that exe- 
crable bufmefs, he exhibited a ftriking inftancc 
of the power of virtue upon a mind the moft 
vicious and. profligate* He had no Cxmer reared 
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to his lodgings at Taunton, to prepare himfelf for 
the opening of his bloody commiiEony than he was 
called upon by the Minifter ♦ of the church of St. 
Mary Magdalen in that town, who in a very mild 
manner remonftrated with him upon the illegality 
and barbarky of the bufine& upon which he was 
then going to proceed JeflFeries heard him with 
great calmnefs, and foon after he returned to Lon« 
don, fent for him, and prefented him to a flaH in 
the Cathedral of BrifloL Jefferies was committed 
to the Tower^ on the flight of James tne Second 
from England* He is faid to have died in tijat 
fortrefs of a difeafe occailoned by drinking brandy^ 
to lull and to hd>etate the compunctions of a terri« 
fied confcknce. 

• This Clergyman, who thus nobly diftinguiflied him- 
felf in the caufc of virtue and humanity, was Tutor to 
the Rev. Wiher Harte, who addreffed to him, under the 
title of MacariuSf or the BlefTed, a copy oi rerfes in hit 
Mifcelltny called " The Amaranth." 



H 3 CONGREFE. 
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CONG RE VE. 

THIS Tprighdy Writer has been in general 
fuppofed to have written his Comedies without 
any reference to life or nature. The foHowing 
tranfcript from a manufcript letter of Mr. Dryden 
to Mr. Walfh (Mr. Pope's friend), will fbew how 
ill this obfervation is founded : 

** Congreve*s Double Dealer (fays he) is much 
^^ cenfured by the greater part of the Town, and 
** is defended only by the beft judges, who, you 
^* know, are commonly the feweft j yet it gains 
** ground daily, and has already been aSed eight 
*' times. The women think he has expofed their 
f* bitchery too much, and the gentlemen are of^ 
«< fended with him for the difcovery of their follies, 
<* and the way of their intrigues under the notion 
** of friendlhip to their ladies' hufbands." 

Dr. Johnfon objefts to the plots of Congrevc's 
Comedies, in fome ©f which the play terminates 
with a marriage in a mafk. This excellent and 
acute critic did not, perhaps, recolleiSt, that till 
the beginni;ig of Queep Aimers reign women 
^^4 to Qome to the theatres in 2^ mafk. This 

pra6iiQ^ 
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'pi^dice was forbidden by a proclamation of that 
Queen, in the firft year of her reign. 

Mr. Congreve, after having been at theexpencc 
of the education of the young reprefentative of 
his antient and illuftrious family, left nearly the 
whole of his fortune to Henrietta Duchef^ of 
Marlborough. 

An Eflay on the Difference between Wit and 
Humour, in a Letter to Mr. Dennis the Critic 
from Mr. Congreve, is printed in the Bafkerville 
edition of this comic writer's worl^. It is very 
fbort, bat very well done. 



MR. DRTDEN 

has been faid by fome perfons to have written his 
Tragi -comedies upon his own judgment of the 
excellence of that lii^utral drama. In a manufcript 
letter of his, however, he fays, ** I am afraid you 
*' difcover not your own opinion concerning my 
** irregular way of Tragi-comedy (or my Doppia 
<* Favola). I will never defend that pradiice, for 
^ I know it diftra£ts the hearers ; but I know 
H 4 ♦< withal 
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*' withal that it has hitherto pleafed them^ for th^ 
*' fake of variety, and for the particular taftcj 
*• which they have to Lo\y Comedy.** 

The fcene between Malecdrn and Melanax^ in 
pry den's Tragedy of the Duke of Guife, appears 
to be taken from the ftory of Canope, in ^^HiJloire$ 
** Tragiques et Eftranges df Ndftre Temp^ ^4f 



ROBERT NELSON, ES^ 

THIS learned and pious Gentleman was pecu-» 
liarly fplendid in his drefs and appearance. He 
was not willing to render the pradice of piety 
more difficult than was neceffary j and, to attract 
mankind to goodnefe, fubmitted to embellifh the 
charms of virtue by the graces of elegance ; think-* 
jng perhaps with Virgil^ 

Qratior et pukhro 'veniens in ce^ore virtus if 
Virtue more pleafpg in a pleafing forQ)« 

pr, Jpbnfon always fupppfed that Mr. Richard* 
fon had Mr. Nelfon in bis thou^ts, when b« 
delineated ^e chara^cr of Sir Charles Grandifon^ 

ThQ 
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The following Letter^ of this very exempl^ 
perfon to a friend of his, will (hew what early 
fentiments of wKdgm and of virtue he emercainedt 

»o«r.<::oc;:<x::<:>C 

LETT E R L 

JilR, ROBCHT NELSON TO DR. MAPLETOFT. 

<* London, the ii Dec. i679# 
** DEAR AND HONOURED SIR, 

^ AS foon as I came to town, which was about 
«* tei> days ago, I made a ftriiSt enquiry cpncern<» 
«* ing your welfare, which I counted myfelf not 
*< a little concerned in, by reafon your many 
*< favours and obligations, befides the juft value of 
^ •* your perfon, have engaged me to a particular 
** refpeft and efteem for yourfelf, fo that my own 
*• happinefs will be much increafed by any addition 
** to your fatjsfaftion, I was foon informed of 
^ the alteration of your condition, and that you 
^* had made the grand experiment of human lifCf 
i^ which feldom admits of any mean, but carries 
*< us to the utmoft boundaries of happinefs or 
•* mifery j and being well fatisfied that your great 
i< prudence would fecure the former of the two 

*^ extremes 
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•• extremes — for nullum mimen abeji, ft Jit frtM 
« itntta — I thoiight it no ways difagreeable to 
^ congratU'late jrour prefent enjoyment; nay»- 
^ frtendfUp and afFe£tion obliged me to exprefs 
«* my }uft refentmenty and be aflured that the 
^ news of your great felicity under your prefent 
^ circumftances finds a welcome reception from 
•* no one more than from myfelf, the only reafon 
**• that forbrds^ my regret for your abfence here m 
^ town. I heartUy wiih thofe ideas and notions 
•^ you framed of matrimony may be exqeede<t 
*^ in the poflfeflion, that propriety and enjoyment 
•* may whetten the edge of your afFedtons, and 
•* that no part of your happinefs may leave you 
^ now it ceafes to be imaginary ; and though 
«* Thafes, who was a wife man, would feem to 
•* infinuate as if marriage was never convenient ^ 
** for the wife; yet> as Alex» ab Alex* obferves 
•* well> *^ licit hoc amhage vtrbor. Japienti nun^ 
•^ fuam uxorem ducendam demonftraret^ verun^ 
•^ tamtn qui hac propenfo judkia exphrare vult, 
••• prafe^o m conjugiis multa inveniet commoda ufui 
•* vita nuejjfaria^ fine quibus vix honuni fapienti 
«* eeelibem vitam ducere cxpediat, Wc. Nay alt 
•* nations l^ve honoured thofe that are married^ 
^ and punifbed celibacy* Even the Utopians,, 
^ that feem ta have the moft refined and ab-« 
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•* ftradecl notions of things, would have thoTcdut 
** lived fingle puniihed, as ufelefs in a Comiiiioii- 
** virealth. The creation of the world would be 
** to little purpbfe without it, for bumano ^emeri 
*' immortaiitatem tribuit ; and therefore in^gmi 
** vivit fer ^uem i vivh et alur : ' nay, it is tiac 
^' opinion of fome, that it is impoilible to be ikved 
*^ without it. It would be endlefs to profecute all 
*♦ the arguments, and enumerate all the authorities 
^^ in its behalf; though I am fenfible there hats m 
** great deal been faid on the other fide : however, 
*^ if it confifted with my intereft and conveniency, 
*^ and the objeft gratified my inclinations^ it is 
*' not the rant and fatire of a Poet, or the deda- 
** mation of an Orator, that fhould prevail fo fcr 
^< as to make me fufpend the execution of dial^ 
*' for which my motives were fo fpecious and 
*« plaufible : but for all my zeal I am ftill mei juris 
^* free as ever, and have yet no profpe^t of being 
•^ otherwaies j and fliall alwayes pray, that all riit 
*• advantages of your condition may center iil 
<^ your match ; that you may be long happy ia 
«^ the embraces of an excellent wife, blefled with 
♦* a profperous offspring, which may inherit your 
«* virtues as well as eftate, and then all other in- 
*' <:onveniences may be well difpenfed with. As 
I* Itp news, what we now moft talk of, is the pro- 

*' rogaiioa 
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^ vogatim of the Parliament till the i itfa of Non 
^ with a provifo^ that the King may call them 
^ fooner if he pleafes* It is their petitioning has 
•* enraged him^ and he fwcars by God they majr 
•• knoirk out his brains^ but (hall never cut off 
^ his head. For all this, they lay they will ftili 
^ go on in getting fubferiptions ; the conTeqiience 
^ I am afraid may be bad. I cannot enlarge, be- 
^ caufe Mrs. Firmin fends for my letter, and 
^ feys it will be too late, if it does not go pre- 
^ fently» My humble fcrvice to your Lady^ 
*< Mr. Dent, and my Lady Brograve, and all thQ 
H good company, and be aiTured that I am 
^ Your obliged humWe fervant^ 

" Robert Nex^son.** 

♦* AH your devout friends are much your 
•' fervants, 

« My mother prefents her bumble fcrvice fe^ 
♦* you and your Lady. 

*^ TV my warthy friend the nmch^ 
•' honaured Dr.MAFLEroFT,att * 
•* HamweliyyinHart/ordJhire*^ 



LET-i 



dbyGoogk 



LETTER IL 

ira« ROBERT S7EL50N TO DR. MAPLETorT* 

** Lonibn, ad Jantiary t57f. 
*' WORTHT SIR, 

^* 1 AM very fenfible that the true grotmd ani 
** reafon <rf moft of the difappointments matrjr 
** men meet with in the grand tranfatSions ii 
** their lives, proceeds not foe much from liac 
** nature of things themfelves, as from thofe eic- 
^ travagant conceptions they form d them ; aiad 
** that the chiefeft ingredient of their unhappinds, 
^ is the falfe opinion they have entertained ctf 
** fublunar}! enjoyments, whereby their expec- 
** tations are raifed to fo high a pitchy that a» 
** 'tis not in the capacity of things to gratify, fa 
^* they were never defigned for that porpofej 
** which gave occafion to that noble faying di 
** EpiSetus, iomines perturbantur non rehus, fei 
** iii ^uas de rebus hahent opinionibus * j and t<» 
** that of Seneca to the fame fenfe, fapius opinisne 
** quam n laiommus f* Now a wife man, that 

♦ Men are not difturbed by things tbemfelvfis, ^Mit hf 
the opinions they entertain of things^ 

f The opinion of the thing often gives us mor-e ?r«iaMt 
th^ the thing itfeif, 

^ tako^ 
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^ takes a true efttmate of all thofe things wt»cb 
^ make the greatefi figure in the world, wUI 
•* never promife himfelf complete fatisfaflbn, be* 
•* caufe they are not the adequate objefls of hit 

• iefircs* He knows that the beft ftatc of things 

• here has a great mixture, and be is the lappy 

• unan whofe condition admits of the leaft incqn-- 
•* ventency,^ a total exemption being no wife the 

• privilege of human nature. And hereupon 1 

• could lay a fure foundation for your happinefs» 
•• lince thofe notions I have obferved you to en- 
«* tertain will never tend to diminifh it. Befides> 

• your prefent circumftances muft greatly enhance 
•* it ^ for according to the Italians (for whofe 

• acquaintance I muft always acknowledge my- 
«• felf debtor to yourfelf j fenza mogUe al lata *^ 
•* Fhuomo nan e^ heaio^ Sir, 1 was lately to wait 
•* upon Madam Houblon, who made ftri£k eo- 

• quirys after you. Your letter enabled me ta 
^ give her full fatisfadion in all points ; though 
•• flie fayes, fhe reckons you ^a difcreet a perfon,^ 
■* that now you are married, you'll never com* 
•* plain of any inconveniencies, but make the 
•* beft of a bad market ; however, I look up<»i 
•* til is as meafuring other people*s corn by our 

• ©wn buftiell, imagining our fentiments muft be 

* A man is not happy ualefs he has a wife by the ^f\^ 

<* the 
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^* the nflefor others to ileer ty: notmihftmS^ 

^ ing^ I was fo far obliged as to be efteeaicl 

*^ among your friends and acquaintance, w^ikk 

'** is no fmall addition to my own chara£len Ac- 

^c coi^ng to the company men koep in towia, 

** you well know we have our apprehenfions rf 

** public afiairs. In fome places we are tdd, the 

** petition for the Pariiament*s fetting goes oHf 

<* and that 'tis countenanced by men of credk -an3 

** reputation : in another place, you (hall hear it 

^* expofed, and confidentlyaffirmed, that none tut 

♦* the rafcality and fanaticks are engaged in k, I 

•* beard from pretty good hands yefterday, that 

** the Parliament would be diffolved before the 

** 26th January : 'tis hoped, in order to caU a 

** new one. We expefl: the Duke of York here 

*• in ten days : the defign of his fudden return is 

** not known. We talk mightily of a letter the 

*• Priiwrip of Orange has fent to the King; fome 

** fay, to perfuade him to a ftridl alliance witk 

** Holland ; others, to forewarn him of the defigns 

^* of the Monfieur againft him, who has, 'tis iaid^ 

*' drawn down many of his men to Dunkirk and 

** Calice; but I think every fpring of late years 

*** has afforded us difcourfe of a French invafion. 

•** Your friend and fchool-fcllow Mr. Dryden has 

-" been feverely beaten, for being the fuppofed 

^ author of a late very abufive lampoon. There 

** hit? 
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* Us been a good twA of monejr ofSsrcd fii 
•« find who fct them on work : 'tis feud, they re- 
« Cetved their orders from the Duchefs of PcatP* 
** mouthy who is concerned in the lampoon. Mjr 
*< hifixible fervice pny to your Lady^ who i atii 
«* glad to hear thrives (o bravely, as to give hopes 
•* of an bans en htlder j the like to the reft of thfe 
•• good company ; and be affured that I am 
•' Your obliged humble fervant, 

" Robert Nelson* 
•• My mother's fervice attends you and yow 
« Lady. 

•• To the wortijy Dr. Maple- 
•* TOFT, att HameU^ in 
^ Hartfordjhlrer 



KING WILLIAM mE THIRl>. 

SIR JOHN RERESBY, in his Memoirs, tell« 
flic following ftory of King Wifiiam: ** One 
** night, at a (upper given by the Duke of 
^ Buckingham, the King {Charles the Second) 
•♦ made the Prince of Orange drink very hard. 
•* The Prince Was naturally averfe to it, but being 
•* once entered, was more frolic and gay than the 
•* reft of the company j and now the mind took 

« him 
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* him to break the windows of the chambers bc- 
^' longing to the Maids of Honour, and he had 
** got into their apartments, had he not been rcfr 
•** cued/' Rere(by*s Memoirs, Year 1670. 

Bifliop Burnet very fcandaloufly knd very un-> 
generoufly accufes his patron, and the patron of 
the liberties of this cbilntry, of being guilty of bne 
vice in which he was fecret. The vi<ie which 
tainted the charaSer of this gr^at man, is now 
weH known to have been that of dram-drinking'. 
William's conftitution was naturally feeble, and 
having inipaired it by immenfe fatigue, both of 
body and of mind, he had recourfe to that danger 
rous and unfuctefsfUl expedient to renovate the 
powers of them. 

William was in general fo feeble, that he was 
lifted on horfeback, but when he was once feated, 
no one knew better how to manage a charger than 
himfeif ; his eyes flamed, and his natural drynefs and 
coldnefs of manner immediately foribok him. 

William, oh his arrival in this country, received 
a very elegant, and at the fame time a very heart- 
felt compliment frcta one of the perfons from 
whom it would come with the gteateft progirieV)^ 
Serjeant Maynard^ one of die ableft Lawyers of his 
time, waited upon him, with the rett of that 
learned body, to addrefs him on hh&k »rrival ia 

rol^« lu I England. 
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England. William pot very pcKtely but vtff 
(lonefily told Serjeant Maynard, that he had out- 
lSv«d all the great Lawyers of his time.. ^^ Sir,** 
replied the Serjeant, " 1 ihouM have out-lived the 
^ Law itfelf,. if your Majcfty had not come 
V hither." 

The following tpttoh of this gneOt Prince, Coon 
after his hndin^ in Eng^and^ bd^ath^ the fiuaf. 
Ij^t of manliiie^. firmnefs^ aAd g0od fe^fe, tha^ 
gmkcmstohaMe diAatedfais words an4 inft^ate4 
Im adion^ Tbe fyetck of Wittiam is copied 
]from a iwry fsiree fiamphlet, entitle ^< A Col^ 
^ ledicfti of Pafiers rdadve to this prefdnt Jundun^ 
^« of Affairs in England. Pirt the Fourth^ qugrt^ 
^ London, fold by Rich. Janewa^* P^^rAoft«i> 
?" row^ iM8L''^ 

THE «P£B€K^<>£' THE PHIKCX OF ORANG£ TO 

i €0M£ f RINClPAI.'GfiNTLfiMfiN OF SOMERSJBT- 

SH^RS AN2>OORa£TSHlR£, X)N THRIR COMINQ. 

; TO joy N HIS HICHNBSSu AT BX^TERy THE 

15 OF HoyA. 1688. 

• « Tfl(y^w^MW'mt«U]fo0r|!«dbi^ 
'*< fiave a catalogue «C jmiir nufts ^Mid mu e wb g 
^ thethak^iOerof jjiM^^PordijUidfifltfi^tt 
-•< tountrjr. You fee we are loooae acoordi^ Id 
i( ybir i^MtatioA wiL ^or fksomkbi^tmr Atty ti> 
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*' God obliges us to proved tjie Proteft^lit Re- 
^* li^ion i and ouf Ipve td maqkind, ^our Iib^rtie$ 
*• and properties. We p xpefled jroi^ th^t dwelt 
** (6 ni?ar the pjacfe of bur landing, w^ul^ h^vf 
** jpynMus fponej-: not jhat it i? i>pw too late, 
*' nor that we want youf military ^ftarice (p 
•^ mi|Ch as your cpuntenance and prefence, to 
** juftify Gujr decl^rM pretenfibns^ father than ac- 
" compfflh OTT g^ed and giracious defigris. Tho* 
^^ we har^ brought both a good 0ttt djd 9, g^od 
*f aroiy to render thefe jkingdotps happy, by rcC- 
*^ CVi;^ ^J iPfptaft^nts frcm Pop^r^^ Slaycry^ 
*^ jyid Arf>i$-j^y P^jfrp, l)y feftoririg them tp thpir 
** Righi? ^. ]PxQper.^s e^Kfced by i;.^w, ^^n^ 
*? by i^r^nvHiQg of pe^jB ^|>d ttfide (whfch ifi t^9 
*? fpul of ©ov:P.rnfli?n|i and ^le vtrj JJft-blppjJ 
** of a N^tiop) , ye% we rely ^ore pn {the gOQ^P^)^ 
•* pf Qod *nd the j^ftice of our c^i^fe^ iim 9^ 
*\ fMiy hiin^yri fpfpe and ppwef wh^evfr. Yet 
'f finpe Qod i« pleare4 we ihall njialpe i^ pf .^^ 
** rowi n\^ans^ ^d not expe^ mju^del for pjif 
V^ pr^ys^^Q^ ;^d happinefs» t^t ^s JGU?t n^l^ 
^^ makiiig^fe of thif gracipii^ opportunity^ bif$ 
'^ with pr^dfnpe and xpu^g^ put in^Xfsciitipn CLVK 
^ ^ fo l^oiipuiable pvrppfe$. Therdbre, Gen^e-* 
i «iep, Friends ^nd Ffllw-Proteftaots, we W^ 
*^ jou 0od 911 your ^(dlower^ mfii h^tily wel^ 
^ came to pur Cpvrt mid Cwj^* Let .(be whpl? 
I a " world 
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^ world now judge, if our pretenfions arc not 
*' jwft> generous, iincere, and above price: fmce 
** we might have even a Bridge of Gold to return 
^' back ; but it. is our principle and refolution 
^^ rather to die in a good caufe than live in a bad 
** one, well knowing that virtue and true honour 
" are their own rewards, and the happinefs of 
^ mankind our great and only defign/* 

Whilft as Prince of Orange, and the Champibit 
6{ the Liberties of thefe Kingdoms, he was at Lord* 
Briftors, near Sherboum, in his way from Torbay 
tol^ndon, Prince George of Denmark, the Duke' 
of Grafton, Lord Churchill, afterwards Duke of 
Marlborough, and Colonel Trelawny, came to 
liim. On feeing them, the Prince exclaimed itt' 
the words of The Chronicles, ^ If ye be emie 
•« peaceably to me^ to help me, mine heart JhalV 
** he knit unto you : hut if ye be come to betray 
** me to mine enemies (feeing that there is no 
*• wrong in my hands J^ the God of our Fathers 
*• look thereon and rebuke it.** One of them re-' 
plied in the words of Amafai, in the fame chapter 
(the twelfth of the Firft Book of Chronicles), 
•* Thine are we^ Davidy and on thy fide^ thou' 
** Son of Jeffe. Peaci^ peace he unto thee^ and 
*^ peace be unto thine helpers^ for thy God help- 
« eth thee.** The chapter goes on, " then 

« David 
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« David received tbeniy and made thm Caf tains ^ 
« ihe BandJ\ , . 

The Prince of Orange, whilft at Exeter, took 
a)p his lodgings at the Deanery, and on quitting 
'that City faid of the Mayor, who continued 10^4 
:^to the Sovereign to whom he had fworn allegiance;, 
.J^ames the Second, that he was worthy toie tr^ftedj 
for being faithful to his truft. 

The Prince of Orange's army is thus defcribed in 
a letter written from Exeter, November 24, 1688 : 
: •* We conclude the Prince's army to be about ten 
*' thoufand men. They are all picked men; moft 
«* of them were at the (lege of Buda. They ara 
** well-difciplined, ftout, and fome of them of aa' 
** extraordinary flaturej their civil deportment, 
*' and their honefty in paying for what they have 
** (and the ftri«Slnefs of their difcipline hinders them 
*• from being otherwife), winning not a little the 
" affedions of the countryman, who reibrt hither 
*' forty or fifty in a gang to him/' 

Bifliop Burnet preached the fermon at the Coro* 
nation of this illuftriQus Prince from the twenty* 
third Chapter of the Second Book of Samuel ; 
« TleGodoflfrael/aid^ the Rock of Ifrael Jpake 
^ to me : He that ruUth over men muji he jujly 
•* ruling in the fear 4if God^ andbejball be as th^ 
** li^ht ff the morning when the fun rifetby even 
? 3 ^ as 
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^ ^i d Mffikg ivhhdttt dhu^s % dir ih ^^&r 
" grafs fpringetb out of the earthy by iiiMr JhiHifi^ 
^ *ft^ IrwU" 

I'hfc itVeHfe Tof tht Medal ftruck f6t William^ 
•<)6h)hatlbh vdpYt(eau Phaeton whWed from thfe 
^riot df th6 Sun by Jupiter, Vitli this motto, ^ Nc 
^ t^as nfarhatur drhis--JTx) prevfent the deftrUC^ 
** tion of the univerfe.** 

William itfcirer ajDp^red in fpirits bbt ^eii h« 

t^hk kt the head bf his ttx>ops. t^ foiiie di^^igodfl 

^pyfeo was runnirt^ SiT?^y in an t^g^g«n*nt, hfe 

^ve a Mbw "v^itii his ^^ in th^ face, %ing, 

*** Nov^ I {^\ kn6i^ Virherfe to find a cttWard.'!' ' 

Willi'amjthough byiio meah?a faiigUirtatyPrfiice, 
^ould hfevcr extend incrdy to a hoUfe-bitjiker ; he 
(bought t'hat bright jeWel of thift iCrbWh follied, 
livhen il Ibed its benignant rays upon thofe who 
protahe with terror and With rapine thefeoirity 
of that tolemh artd ^eaceftil hour iA v^hich labour 
recreates its diffipaled »nd fatigued fpirits, ancf 
SAieii flft^fet^ fttj^rtdB iti eat^ ^nd mifcry forget^ 
1^ Wbis s ^hil&ing witb '^ ele^nt I4X Motte^ 

When-H€av*n-^fc«ndcd IVfercy is mifpla?ed, 
^liie PtopVc fuSer, andlW iLing's difgracied j 
'It'is Pity's fclftWiftopVthe faBhrgtrtir, 
*il8 6^ftir*tftcy Akt 4>ia» uk^e fe^irfe *S 
AV^ l^A^nr«^ «ri^ rea^Mi we mvj bbTs, 
That more chaftifing^ ilill chafiifes lefs. 
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WiUtam, like mxay cxther great men,, had noC: 
Song eiijoyed th? iplendiij iituation of govermncni; 
^die ftppofed compenfxtian (or ^dl hts kbpu£a>.be^ 
^rs he foand it embittered by difficulty and fUtxpr 
^ciiamanU More inched is ever expei^ed ffom n»ia 
in. that fitoation than, he c^n poffibly per^rms 
thofe whom he has already loaded ]vhh favours 
think they have. a right to that addition to them, 
ivhich is neiAer honourable for tbemfelves, or for 
-theif beaefa^iiv ; wbilft thofe who have not yet 
4afted of bit bounty, endeavour to wreft it from 
him by ^damour,^ by violence, and by an un- 
j>rincipljed oppof^don to all his meafures 4 even to 
ithofe in which jthe fafety of the country is in^ 
-volvcd. Willian^, too fonfibly experiencing thefc 
^necdlary ^on^pmita^t^ upon greatnefs, entertained 
4^rious dipttgfatB of quitting that country, which 
he had entered at the haEeird of his own pofTeffiont^ 
-and of his own life, to fave from flavery and fu- 
^rilition^ and h4d prepared ^i fpeech to the Par- 
JJaip^t, v^qi^ttiffig them fp name fuch perfonsas they 
ftould think fit to i^c^nage that government, which 
Jiioifelf wasrdlblyed no longer to hold* By the 
kindness of ar Gentleman^, " whom all muft love^ 
<^ for he loves dl,'' and who never thinks his time 
^i bis talents £0 well employed as in the aififtance 

^ ^.^LAMSApl^^ oiiht Britiih Mufeum* ^ 

if ^ 
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of his friends and in the fervice of the Public, the 
Compiler is enabled to give a Copy of the Minutes 
of the Speech which this excellent and iU-treate^ 
Prince intended to make to both Houfes of Par- 
liament, fome time in the year 1698, from the 
original in bis Majefty's own handrwriting, an^ 
|n his own ^ling : 

/■' 

Je fuis vena ici dans cft 
Royaume au defir dc cette 
Nation pour la fauver ^c ruiqe 
ft pour preferver voftre Rc- 

» ligion vos Lois ct Libert^s, et 
b 
pour cc fujet J'ai ^t^ obligi 

A 

dc foutenir unc longue €t trc» 
pnereufe Guerre pour cc Roy- 
aume laquelle par la grace de 
pittL et la bravoure de cette 
Nation eft a prefcnt tcrmin^e 
par unc bonne paix, dans la- 
quelle V0U8 pourjes vivre heu- 
reufi^ment et en repos ii vous 
voulids contribuer a votre 
pro^e feiiret^ ainfi que Jc 
vous Tavqis recominand^ a 
rouvcrture de cette feflion. 
f ^ue votts aves fi pen d*e- Mais voyant au contraire* que 

fud ^ ta^i advis et ne auqu'un 

^ ' vous prenez fi pen d^e foin dc 

yotrc fcuret^ ct vous expof^t 

a unf 
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tM 



# dcs feuls et uniques 
fnoyens que pouroit fcrvir, 
h ae pouvant ricu taire de 
inon coft6 pour revitcr 
etant hors d'etat de vous 
defendre et protege 

* ce qui a l^€ la feule veu 
que J*ay eu en venant en 
ce pays 



f auqueh Je puilTc laifle 
^'admiuiftration 4^ 



♦etque Je jugercs la pou- 
yoir entreprendre avec 
fuccet • 
* ?ous vous melleres en etat 



a nne ruine evident^ 
deftituant * des jnoyeat ac* 

a 
cefTaire pour votre defenlc, tl 
ue feroit pasju(^e<mratfonaiBle 
que Je fulTe temoin de XiAt€ 
perte fans reus pouvoir ^'^ 
fend re ou proteger • aififi Jc 
dois vous requerir de cboifir 

me 
et uommer teUes pedtmaci 
que vous jugercres a^^Mt^ 

p uur adminiftrer le Gonvcrae* 
ment en mon ab(ence< Voot 
alTeurant que quoy que Je (A 

ioxci 
oblig^ a prefent deme retirer 
hors du Roya ume Je con* 
ferveres toujours la menie m«^ 
clinaticn pour fon aventage ct 
profperit^. * Et que quaad Je 
poures j\^ger que ma prefence 
y ferok neceffaire pour voftre 
defence * Je feres tout port6 
a y revenir et hafarde ma tic 
pour voftre feuret^ corome Je 
l^ai fait par le palT^ Priaac le 
bon Dieu de benir vos delibe^ 
rations et de vous infpirer ce 
qui eft neceffaire pour le btea 
ft la feuret^ du Royaume. 



^EEIf 
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^UEEN MART. 

XT appears, by the " Account of the Death of 
** Queen Mary, yi^ritten by a Minifter of States'* 
<har a letter of her^s to King William, difluading 
him from continuing to keep a Mr& ViJlers ^ hi< 
Mniftrcfe^ wai found in- her ftrong box, to be dcli^ 
rcrcd to her hufband when fhe was dead. Tlie 
chara<2er of Queen Mary, written by Bifhop Bur- 
4iet, contains a delineation of every female virtu^ 
. AHd.. of every female grace. He makes her fay, 
4hflt file feoked upufi ijlenefs as the great cor* 
Tuplor of humao nature, • and believed, that if the 
juind had no employment given it, it would crdatc 
/ome of the worft to itfelf ; and fhe thought, that 
anythittg that might amufe and divert, without 
ieaving a dreg and inpr^ilion behind it, ought to 
fil up thoie vacant hours that were not chimed by 
Aivotion or bufinefs. ** Wbea bcr cye«,'* fa}» 
Bifhop Burnet, **were endangered by reading too 
** much, fhe found out the amufement of work ♦^ 

.*« ana 

♦ Dn Johiifon, with hit ufuaJ acutenefs of remark and 
itrength of lattgua^e, fays in one of the Papers of hi« 
RaiTibler, *• I ha^'e always admired the wifdom of thoCe 
** by whom our f«malc education was inftituted, for 
■*•• having contrived t^wt^v^ry woman, of whatever con- 
*** dii.on, Ihouid be taught fome arts of manufafture^ hy 

** which 
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f* iftd in all thofe hoars diat wtfe not gfveil to 
•• '4)Cttef cmployhients, fhc wrought with her oWrt 
^* Jiands, and that fomctimes with fo conftant i 
^ diligence, as if (he had been to earn her bread 
** by it. Her exampte foon wrought on not only 
** thofe that belonged to her, but the whole town^ 
** to follow if, fo that it wa^ become as much the 
<* fefliion to work, as it had been to be idle." 

Iting William has been fuppofcd not to hance 
been a very kind and tender hulband to his excel- 
lent Queen. He was, however, much affefied bjr 
ber death, and faid, ^ (he had never once giveii 
** him aiiy r^fon to be diipleafed with her during 

<< whith the rftcciWi«6^ retlufe <md ^mtllk lift f*ay bfe 
^ filled «p* Whtnerer," adds he, ** chaoce britigs with«- 
** in my obfervation a knot of youi^ ladies bufy «t their 
** aeedles, I confider myfclf as in tke fchool of Virtue^ 
** and though 1 have no extraordinary ikill in plain- work 
** or embroidery, I look upon their operations with as 
♦« much fatisfaftion as their GoVerneft, becaufe I regard 
** lihetn aiis providing a f€c«rity againft the moft dfmgeroot 
f iititiarert of th« fouii by enabling thtmfekes to exclude 
<* Idlehbis from their folitary menoents; and wuh|<Ufl^ 
<< neis» her attendant train of pailfions, fancies, chimanras^ 
" fears, forrows.andde^res. Ovid and Cervantes will in- 
" form them, t^at love has no power but over thofe whom 
^ li* matches Xihempteyed 5 and Hector, in the Hiad, when 
**'htfecs A«dromftche overwbelm^ with tet-r^r, fettA 
f; ter Ibr ooxif«latioa to die loom and the difU£" 

« the 
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•* the courfe of their marriage/' After his death^ 
a locket, containing (bme hair of Queen Mary:,! 
WM found hanging near bis heart. 



BISHOP BURNET 

was a great goflip, of a verr inquifitive tarn 
in converfation, and of h much abfence of mind, 
that he would occafionaHy mention in company 
cireumftances that could not fail to be difpleafing 
to perfons that were prefent^ He teixed (everal of 
lis friends to introduce him to Prince Eugene^ 
whon^ be (bon very much offended,' by afking hint 
fbmc queftbns about his mother, the CoMntefs of 
Soifibns, who had been accufed of having poTfoncd* 
6er hufband : and he mentioned to the Pfince his 
©WB evafion from France in early fife, for having 
ridiculed Louis XIV. in (bme intercepted letters^ 
Lord Godolphin he reprefents as a continual card« 
player,, who, it feems, always took care to play at 
cards when he was in company with the Bifliop, 
feft he fhould put to him impertinent and leading^ 
queftions. The firft Lord Shaftelbury he repre- 
sents as addicted to judicial aflrology, who ufed to 
talk on that fubjeS before the Biftiop merely to 
prevent his talking politics to him. fiifhopBuriiet) 

9L 
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at ike age of eighteen, wrote a Treatife on £Ja« 
<ation in very wretched language, but in whkh 
there is this curious obTervation : ** That the 
" Greek language, except for the New Tefta- 
** ment, is erf* no very gr^t -ufe to Gentlemen, ai 
*^ tnoft of the beft books in it are tranflated iiito 
« Latin, En^ifli, or French.** 

According to Dr. Cockburn, when Bifliqp 
Burnet was prefented to Charles the Second bjr 
the Duke of Lauderdale, he faid io his Majefty^ 
" Sir, 1 bring a perfon to you who is not capable 
** of forgetting anything." The King rej^e^ 
^ Then, my Lord, you and I have the more 
*< reafon to take care what we fa/ to him^ or be^ 
« fore him." 



LORD SOMERS. 



THIS great Lawyer, to whom every EngBfli- 
Man who feels the blefEngs of that Conftitutioa 
of Government under which he has the happi- 
nefs to Itrr, owes the higheft obligations, for the 
excellent and fpirited defences he made of the 
two great bulwarks of it, the limited fucccf-, 
fioa to the crown, and the trial by jury^ is thus 

jjplendidi/ 
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j^ndidly jet juftly ifiUjWitcd by die nerFous atuf 
/^itfd pcfica of Lord Prfor4, in hi$ «< Cat^gu* 
:«« of Royal and Nobi^ Aothors,*'— ^ He W9^ 
Vone of thoTe divine ment who Hkp jl chapel 
*^ ia a palace ramiuii uoprofaaeda wbi^ ?U the 
,<< reft is tyrannyi ^offiqixion^ and fofiy, AH 
*^ the traditionary ac^^ounts of btna,^ add$ fthe 
pMe wciter, *' and tJie bHlorUns of the laft age, rer 
f< prefent him a» the vioft incorrupt Uwyer, and 
*^, the 4ioQefteft Statefinan ; a« a mtR$r oraior, a 
.^ genius of the fined tafte, atid a§ a patriot of 
^^ the nobleft and moil ^xtenfive view^ ; f^ a 
>* man who difpenfed hi^0ing$ by bis W^j and 
ft planned jttMw fpr pofteri^y," 

The following Anecdotes of Lord Somers were 
copied many years ago from a manufcript in the 
poffeiEon of the late Dr. Birch. 

*^ April 26, 1716, ,died John .Lord Somers* 
•* Burnet hath done Wrii juftice in feveral places^ 
*^ and JVddifon has given us his chacasS^ftr. in 
•'* cdpiirs fo ftrong, that little renjaineth to be 
••* added. 

. *< His application and capacity were equally 
.« ^ueat. and uncommc«. At bis firft going tO 
**. School, he never gave hipjfclf any of the di^ 
;^ nrcu^fions of childsea <of bis age ^ %.^. ^^P^ 

•* the 
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**. the book was never out of his hand^ To the 
** laft years of his life a few hours of fleq> 
•^ fufficed: at waking, a reader attended, and 
" entertained hinn with the moft valuable authors* 
*' Such management raifed him to the higheft emi*' 
** nency in his own profeffion, and gave him at 
** fuperiority in all kind of ufeful knowledge and. 

* learning. 

** Natural ftrength and clearnefs of underftand- 

* ing tJnjs improved, was tbe diftlnguifliing pe- 
** culiarity which, appeared in all his performances. 
** Everything was eafy and correiSt, pure and 

* proper. He was unwearied in tHe applicatioa 

* of all his Silkies for the fervice of his country. 

* As a iwrritcr, he greatly aiSfted the Gaufe of 
•* liberty in the days of its utmoft peril. As an 
•*, advocate, a judge, a fenator, and a mlnifter^ 
•* the higheft praifes and the moft grateful remem^ 
•• brance are due to his men t» 

^ He ttras invariable and uniform in the purfuit 
•* of right paths. As he well underftood, hc^^ 
•* was equally firm in adhering to the ititereft of 
** his country while in its fervice, and When in at 
** prtvate fiation; To this uniformity th6 calum- 
** nies and reproaches of his enemies may. be trulj^ 
** afcribed^ They -envied him his fuperiority f and 
**- as their wiilies and defigns w«re far from being 
•*" engaged for the real welfare of focicty> a «ian 

<i fo. 
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•» b upright and able naturally became the'obJcA 

• irf their hatred j and they had toa eafy and too 

• mocb credit. What greater misfortune can be 

• cntaifcd on popular government, than forward- 
** nefe in receiving all the impreffions of malevo* 

• knee ! 

«* When 1 had finiflied my letter, it came. 
^ into my head to add Somers's chara6ter, whi^b 
•* was uniform, to Shrewfbury, which was all* 
^ deformity. 

,^ I have been fo very (bort, not only for 
•• die reafons prefixed, but in expedation of 
^ jour haying additions from your truly worth]^ 
•* friend Mrr Yorke. The account of hi» 
^ bdiaviour at fchool I had many ye^s ago 
« from a fchoolfellow. I think Walfall in 
^ Staffbrdfhtre was the place where they learned 
•♦ cbeir grammar together. I remember very 
** well bis account of Johnny Somers being 
•* 3 weakly boy, wearing a black cap, and never 
^ fb much as looking on whea they were at 
•* ptay>&c« 

•* Mr. Winmiigl;on*s account is, that by tbe 
^ exadneis of his knowledge and behaviour he 
^ d«(couraged his father and all the young men 
^ who knew binu They were afraid to be in his 
«• €Qm{Nmy.*' 

Towards 
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' ^Tidmitd» the dofe of LoriSoftiefs^lTitatife*^ 
Mi the Sttcccfion, there is this very remariesMc 
)»ffiige : ^ 1 win not (ihou^ I (aficly might) chat- 
^ knge tiiefe men to leH me Wherever any'fettfed 
^ nation, M^i^ had b^lFS of their own^ and were 
^^ net 4tiider the kwiedtdte force of a Conqueror^ 
^ did etel- lukrtk of a Kiiig bf another rdigtoii 
fo tlian iheir ciwn. I wtil hot iofift on it^ Aat the 
^ €ro«i^ is nbt a hare inhMtimce^ but an Jhheri- 
^^ tance accompanying an office of tnM, atidth;^ 
^< ii a maA^« ^leftds reader him incapable of that 
•^ trtfft^ he bas alfo forfeited the inheritance.^ In 
another fitet cf diis goHkn Treatife he iays^ 
^ I need not tof how <ar a nation is to i)<s ex- 
^ cuM fer eiKciitingjttftieefiimmariljr, sind with- 
^* out the tedious formalities of law^ when the 
^. •ncoeftt)r of things requires hafte, aiti^ the party 
^ lies firom jnftice, and the confederates are.nu<^ 
* ^^ meroua and daring, and the Frinc^^ life in danf- 
'' gen- 

. A pretender toliteralurehavirigovnied-acopy of 
iftite whicb Lodl Somers wrote, was iJked by 

^ The title runk thus: *' A Brief Hiftory of the Succef* 
** fion^ colleded out of the Records, and the moft Authen^ 
*' tic Hiftor|ans> written for the Satitfadion of the Earl 
« of — — — ." It was written in farour of the attempt 
to exclude the Duke of York about the year 1679^ and re* 
pfiaudin 1714. 

TOU H. M hfe 
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his liOtiQApt when he Was prefented tohioi a9 
Lord Chancellor, whether he was really the a^ithor 
of the lines in queftioiu "Yes, my Lord/' 
refdied the pretended Poet, *^ it is a trifle, I did 
." it off*hand.'' On h^uring this^ Lord Soooers 
buirft out into a loud fit of lau^ter^. and theQen*- 
demati withdrew in di^ greateft confufion*. ' 

, *« The King (George the Firft),'* fays Lord 
Bolingbroke in a manufcript letter^ *< fet put fcom 
.«* Hanover in the rcfolution of taking the Whigs 
^ indeed into favour i but of oppreffing no fet of 
*f men who acknowledged, the government, and 
<< ftibmitted quietly to it. As fopn as he came to 
/^ Hdland, a contrary refolution was>takenbytbe 
^^ joint importunity of the Allies and of ibme of 
wtheWhig5. 

\ *' Lord Town(bend came triumphantly to ac- 
^^ qu^nt Lord Somers with all'^ meafures. of 
5* l^ofcription and of perfecution which they in* 
•* tended, and to which the King had at laft coA^ 
*^ fented. The old'Fe^r aiked him what he meant, 
M and (bed tears on the forefigbt of meafttres like 
" tothofe of the Roman Triumvirate/' 



EJR-L' 
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EARL OF fFJRRINGTON, 

THIS learned and valiant nobleman^ who con** 
tributed no lefs by.his pen than b^ his fword to, 
bring about that glorious epoch in the ConftitUn 
tionof England, the Revolution under William tha 
Third, in one of his Charges to the Grand Jury 
of Wilts, thus forcibly defcribes the advantage's of 
that form of government which he had laboured to 
procure for his countrymen. 
, ^. Gentlemen^ there is not a better form of 
." .government under the fun than that of England f^ 
** Yetj excellent as it is, I find that many are imr 
<< patient under it, and thirft extrem^y after 
<^ that which is called a Common wealth j thiplcr 
:** ing> no doubt, to enjoy greater privileges an4 
*^ inununities than now they do. But I am. apt 
>* to believe, thjit they who are not conteritoi 
;•* under this form of government, have not jcon- 
'< iidered aright what a Commonwealth. iSk. A 

• That honell and upright Hiftorian Philip de Comincs, 
who was in England fo early as in the reign of Edward 
the Fourtht fays, that of all the Governments with which 
he was acquainted! that of England was the Government 
in which there was moil regard paid to the common 

K % •* Common- 
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^< Commonwealth makes a found and a fhadow of 
** liberty to the people, bttt in reality is but a 
*^ Monarchy under ampler name ; £or jf Monar- 
^ chy be a tyranny under a fingle perfoii, a Com- 
^ mon wealth is a tyranny under feireiial'|>erfens. 
** As many perlbns that govern, fbniany tjrrants. 
^ But let it bt the bcft that can be, yet the people 
^ under a Commonweakh enjoy not iteit liberty 
^ which we do. 

•* Cendemen, as the excellency of thh 
•* government is an argument fuiKclent to di^ 
" Aiade any of us from the Icaft attempt of alte- 
** ration, fo experience has taught us, ihsit no 
•* fort of government but that under which we 
»< nowlive> wiH fuit op agree with England. Ixst 
*« us birt confider the late tfoiAlcs (the civil W^ar> 
^ t)etween Charles the Firft and' his ParBamcttt) ;. 
** let us but confider how many leveral kinds dt 
^* government were then fet up one after the 
•• other;^ all ways were tried, but nothing woul^ 
^ do, until we were returned to our old an& 
^ anticnt way." 



SHEFFISLi^ 
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SHEFFIELD, 

J>UKB OF BUCiClWGHAM. 

IN tbe quarto edition of th« works of this 
Nobleman, there is an unfinlfhed relation of the 
Revolution in 1688, which contains ibme very 
curious particulars as far as they gpt. His Grace 
was one of the laft Noblemen that quitted his old 
mailer Janves the Second, and replied very nobly 
to King William, who aiked him how he would 
have behaved if he bad been made privy td*(he 
defign of brmging in the Prince of Orange T 
^ Sir* I Chould have diCcovered it to tbe King 
<* whom I then fervec}*'* *« I Iboiikl not At©* 
^ Sir, have blamed yo^^ w^ th^ bonOurablr 
^WCr of William. 



5 J V I L L E, 

MAKqUlS OF HA|,IFAX, 

htd a fiuHi^ but too coomionly incident to peHIms' 
^1^ have iome wit but more vanity. The Mat* 
qutSi accor<ting to Bifliop Burnet, let his wit but 
fOpoAtfl'^amtiponmatCersof relig^n, b that he 
K 3 paflW 
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ptfled for a bold and determined atheift^ 
<* though," adds the Bifliop, " he often protefted 
^ to me that he was not one, and (aid, he believed 
^* that there waa not one in the world." The 
Marquis wrote « Memoirs of his own Life ;** the 
manufcript was in the pofleffion of the late Earl of 
Burlington. 



JOHN EVELTN, ES^ 

' HAD this excellent and learned man left be* 
bind no other memorials of his integrity and ob- 
fervation than that recorded, at bis own requeft, 
vpon his tomb-ftone at Wotton ih Surrey, he 
would have been entitled to the praifes and to the 
gratitude of pofterity. ** Living," fays he, " in 
** an age of extraordinary events and revolutions, 
'< I have learned this truth, that all is vanity which 
*^ is not honeft, and that there is no folid wifdom 
** but in true pietyi" The Tranflator of the Life 
of the learned Peyrcfc* by Gaffendi, flyles Mr. 
Evelyn " the Englifli Peyrefc ;" and indeed, no 
^ounirynaan of bis ever better d^frrved tbat 
lionpurable appellation than the perfon thus de<- 
figipted J no one ever more refembling the learned- 
Cpunfellqr of th^ Parliament of Provence^n the ex<« 
. -, ' . teiUi 



d by Google 



•^enlof his knowledge, in his readineis of com* 
municating that knowledge, and in the general 
fnodefty and fimplicljty of his manners,* than Ulf* 
Evelyn. 

I The. pbilofepbical Editor of the laft edition of 
Mr. Evelyn's <^ Sylva" has thus truly and elegant^ 
delineated the charafler of the Author, on a blank 
leaf of his copy of that valuable Work : 

To the memory 

Of John Evelyn, Efq. 

A man of great learning, of found judgment, 

and of extcnftye benevolence. 

From an early entrance into public life^ 

to an extreme old age, 

He confidered himfclf as living only for 

the b^iefit of Mankind, 

Reader, 

* J>o]uftice tothisillaftrieus ehars^er^ ' 

And be confident, : . * * 

That as long as there remains one page of his 

voluminous writings, 
And as long as Virtue and Science hcdd their ' 

afbode in this Ifland^ 
The memory of the illuftrious Etblyk wffl 
t be held in the higheft veneration. 

^ . Mr. Evelyn was one. of theearlieft Members of 
^1 Rpjfal Society} and had .therfiogular bonquc 

u. ^^ ^^ 
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ttii felicity, in fyke of his urameroat writings d^ 
J>eiftg but ottte ttigatged irt controverfy. Mr. 
Eveljm, athkclead), had made coHefttoits for a 
ycrygrcatandavery ufcful Work, which war in* 
tended to be called •< A general Hiftoyy of all 



JNNE of jiUSTKIJ^ 

<QZlf» Of f Xf HGSv 

* THI^ Princefi^ in (pite of the crue) treatment 
Ihe had received from Cardinal BidieUeu^ was ft ill 
fo confcious of bis great talents fpr governing^ 
that on feeing a pi^ure of him, foon after ihe be* 
came Jf^at of Fr^mce} ibo eiiclamed^ *« If 
f* Richelieu had lived to^this time, he would have 
'< heen more powerful than ever." Madame ia 
Baviere, in he^ Letter^, %&, ^^ Ab^e -^p— . wasde- 
f < teSed in aft intrigue : Anne pf Auftria howi^vef 
f < did much worfe ; ihe was not contented witi^ 
<^ intriguing with Cardinal M^«arki) fiie inai^ied 
f * him.'' Tbis^ Qxt could do, as the Caidinal bad 
not taken prieft's orders. Mazarin, however, be- 
ciititi very foon tired of the Queen, and tifed her 
^tryMf tfte nftal confequence of focb t marriage; 
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Vet when M^zarin founded this Queen refpe<3ing 
Ijie marriage pf Kef fqn JLouU the Fourteenth with 
pnc of hi3 nieces, flie noljty replied, *« If* the 
f^ King was- capable of degrading himfelf lb hVf 
** I would put myfdf with my fepond fon at the 
f^ head of tUe whole French Nation 3g^nft the 
w King and againft you/' , 

The following Itppromptu of V<nture to thif 
Queen, whc^ on feeing }vini walking alone, 7&^ 
]nm of what be was thti^king, gives ibme founda^ 
1^ to the report of h(?r taking in very good pail 
ihe gallantry of the Duke of Buckingham to her; 

^fenfiii {ear turns (u^<s foeies% 

Nous penfoMS extravagenunt)^ 
Ce quct dam Vbumeur ou 'uous ites^ 

Vous Jkrie%yfi dans ce moment 
Vous avifie% eti ceftc place 

Venit le Due de Buckingham ^ 
Ei lenuiljei^oit en difgrsce^ 

De luif ou du Rere ? FtnQfnU 

Af the Duphefs o^ Norfiolk^s feat at Hdme. 
ifKZx Hereforc^ th«re is a whole-length portrait of 
dus Princefi, with diie infcription, ^^ Anne Reins 
f de France^ groffe defex mots \ fait par JSeauirun 
«f 1^38 :•* and indeed the Cjuecn's pregmmcy i» 
pitfty vifible in the ptdure. 

♦ The (3^een*$ Confeflbr, 

ANTONIO 
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f^S I ANECPOTCS OF SOMJ^ 



ANIDNIO PRIULI 

wai a Venetian Gentleman who held fome em- 
ployment in the Duke of Longueville's family. 
He wrote, in Latin, the •* Hiftory of the Troubles 
** during the Minority of Louis the Fourteenth/* 
He thus dcfcribes the French Wits of his time: 
«* They haurnt great men's tables, frequent their 
•* own academies, and trick and trim their native 
*• tbrfguc without end. They run about this 
♦* way aiid that way to make vifits, but do not 
^^ delight in fecret foHtude, the onty ferment of 
^ ftudies *.'' 



DUC BE LONGUEVILLE. . 

WHEN this high-minded Nobleman was one 
day teized^ by fome of his fycophants to profecute 
fome nerghboufing Gentlemen who had (hot upon 
hh manor,- he replied, ** I fliaH not follow your 
* advice-. I h^d much rather have friends than 
^ hares, -f aflure you/* 

. » 

• From the Tranflaticn of Chriftoplicr Wafe, LoBdM 
1671, o6tavo. • • •. • ^ 
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, " The Duke, from friend(hip to the Prince of 
Conde, engaged with him in the intrigues agatnft' 
Mas^arin^ and prevented him from calling in the 
aiUftance of England againft his country and his 
Sovereign. 



MJDJME DE LONGUEFILLE' ' 

feems completely to have anfwered the Jefcrtptioti! 
given, of the French Ladies of his time by Antot 
nip Priuli, in his " Hiftory of the TrouWes^of 
** France during the Minority of Louis the.Fouj-- 
« teenth/* ** The Ladies/' fays he, " following* 
^* fcholars, would make ufe of detraction in their 
<* ruellesi and in their circles, curioufly unra-^ 
** veiling the myfteries of Government, and catch-' 
** ing at the words and aftions of the Cardinal 
•* (Mazarin). Some of them proftitutrng them- 
*• felves to get at the fee rets of the State, and 
" making rebels of their huftands (thus doing 
** more hurt by ihieir lives than good by their 
♦* exertions), fet all France in a combuftiom 
** Afterwards, when their defigns failed, they 
•* pre-condemned themfclves 5 became nuns by 
*♦ a falfe femblance of religron, and a grofs fiiper* 
♦* ftition 5 the door being (hut to their vices, now 

" grown 
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^ grown 08t of feafon $ and when ikkly old age, 
H condemned by the lookingrglafe) and by its. 
*^ perenqytory fentence, death, docb dread itfelf/' 

Madame dc Longucviflc took a very decided part 
in the troubles of the Fronde againft Cardinal 
Mazarin, and by the power of her charms 
brought over the cel e brate d Due de Rochefoucauit 
to take part with the Princes, and had even pre- 
vailed upon the god like Tufenne to make, the 
army revolt which he commanded. La Roqhe- . 
f(Diicault laid indeed in file words of Racine, 

f9Wt jaitisfairt Jhn rtrur, pnurflaire d,fes heauxytKX^ 
yaifaii Ugueffe attjt Roij,J€ l' auroii faitt aux dleux* 

After the death of the Duke of Lopgueville, an4 
when the troubles of France ceafcd, Ihe retired tQ 
a Convent, where fl^e ended her days in penitence 
and aufterity. 

In the zenith of her chapns and of her confe- 
quence, Madame de Longuevilie was taken to 
pafs fome days at a nobleman's houfe in the 
country, 3he was afked, as ufual, how fljc iny 
landed to entertain herfelf there, whether in walk- 
jng, in reading, or in any of the amu|jements of 
the Ijeld. She put the negative on tbe/e, and 
frankly anfwered, *' Je t( aims point les ^/ewn^ 
^' hamietes'* Her brother the Prince of Cpnd^i. 
^as one day reading to her part o^ an Epic Poem, 

anc} 
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ana sSatd her what (kc riiought of it, ^ II eft trh 
*• heauK^ en veritiy mats trh ennuyetiX'^A.t is verf 
* fine, to be fore, but it is very tircfonae#'* 

Madame de LongueviHt became quite another 
perfonage when fhe became religious* For hci' 
firft advances to that difpofition xA tnind (he viras 
indebted to her aunt the Duchefe of Montmorencjr,- 
thc i^dow of the Duke of that name (who was 
beheaded by the fanguinary RidicKeu), and who 
had taken the veil, and was made the Abbefs of a 
Convent at Moulins ♦, to confecrate the remainder 
of her Hfe to lament the lofs and to pray for the 
ibul of her accomplifhed and beloved htfiband^' 
Madame de Longueville was obferved one day, a& 
the Convent of Port Royal, itttmg and converting 
with a gentleman who belonged to that celebrated 
femiiuuy of learning and of piety, and who was 
tiie gardener of the place. The gentleman faidi 
to her, •* What would the world fay of your 
^ Highnefs, if they few a gardener converdng 
•* 6milfarly vwth you, and feated m your prefcncc ?"^ 
•* The world,*' replied Madame de Longuevillew 
^ would % that X am much altered.^ ^ 

• At the Convent of the Urfulins of \hz\ Town, ifi the 
Oiurch of which Convent fkt erc£ttd a mod ma2;ttificen< 
MaoibleuEii to the merHo^ of this illudriout NobUm«n« 

At 
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At the conference between Cardinal Mai^arm 
and Don Louis de Haro, which took place previous 
to die celebrated Treaty of the Pyrenees^ wbiMl the- 
latter negotiator was telling the Cardinal. that one 
woman » meaning Madame de Longueville, could. 
90t poi&bly difturb the tranquillity of a great 
kingdom like that of France : '* Alas, Sir," re-, 
plied Mazarin, " Your Excellence talks much at 
** your eafe upon thefe matters. Your women in 
^ Spain meddle with no intrigues but thole of 
^ gallantry, but it is not fo iq France j we have 
^ there three >yomcn that are capable either oC 
* governing or of deftroying three great king- 
*^ doms— -Madame de Longueville, the Princefs 
** Palatine, and the puchefs of Chevreufe." 



' GASTONy DUKE OF ORLEANS.: ^ 

POSTERITY will not readily forgive this 
Ptince for not exerting hi mfelfJufncieatly to favc 
bis friend^ the illuftrious Montmorency, from the 
fc^iftbid ; the lame feebJenefs of miiid infecting him 
in this, a^ on moft other occalions. . During the 
time of the Fronde, had his mind been fufHciehtly 
fieady arid determined, he tnigh't have becn'thbT 
iu biter of his divided and diflradlcd country. 

Antonio 



dbyGoogk 



Dl^lNGUISHED rtRSOfrs. f^^ 

Antonio Priuli gives this mclanchofy account of 
the latter years of a Prince of the Blood, brothel 
to one Monarch, and uncle to another : 

*' Gafton/* fays he, " on the King's (Louis the 
*^ XIV th) triumphant return into Paris, with his 
^ mother Anne of Auftria aind the Cardinal, fet 
** out for his palace near Blois, without feeing or 
" taking leave <rf his Sovereign ; and having been 
^* in the former part of his life wholly managed 
** by his fervants, he gave himfelf entirely up in 
*' the latter part of it to the management of his 
** wife, Margaret of Lorraine* He became a 
*^ great fportiinan and a great botanift, and not 
** only became devout himfelf, but infpired. the 
^' whole city of Blois with the lame fpirit. He 
^ died (as is fuppofed) of a lethargy, having had 
*' antimony improperly adminiftered to him ; and 
** after having figured away as a Leader of a Party 
*• and a Prince, was buried in the Royal Abbey 
^ of St. Denis, with a private funeral, the Heralds 
** who attended the corpfe being barely paid their 
•* charges. Thus ended," adds Priuli, ** Gafton 
** Duke of Orleans, who having been a hopeful 
•' child, paffed his youth in pleafure, always under 
^' the diredion of his own fervants, and never at 
** his own difpofal." ^ 

Gafton, 
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GaAoni vbo was aKilo Af pairts thou^ nei d 
IMiderftaiidiBg) left htciuod ^^ Meauurs of Freack 
«' Hiftory from the Yw 1608 io 1^35/' TieJ^ 
ace printed* 



PRINCE OF COKOi. 

^H% term fetHs mattret was firft appllcJ i6 
ttus great Gentral and his foll6wer8> who, ^ti&ed 
with the vidorics of Lens, &c. s^ich he hd 
gained, on dieir return from the army to Paris, 
gaire themfeltes a great mafiy airs^ and ^wtx^ \tit* 
fiifferaMy impertinent andtroublefome* 

Richelieu, a very good judge of men, was much 
ftruck with the precocity of talents that appeared 
in this Prince when he was very young. He told 
Chavigny, " I have been juft now having a con- 
^ verfation of two hours with the yoUng Duke 
** dTEnghuien upon the art mifitary, upon religion, 
** and upon the intercfls of Europe: he will be 
^ the greatefl General in Europe, and the firft 
** man of his time, and perhaps of the times to 
*• come;** 

liouis K A^. who could never forgive the part 
Cond^ took againft him in the Fronde, feems 

never 
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litvelp t& h»fe entirely gWetv him hk confidenee, 
w to have made that ufe ef the tdiems of diis 
ftriace which h« fliould have made. 

The Prmce of Cbnd€ was a ftriking iltuftratiqn 
Df the obfervation made by the acute Dr* Johnfon, 
tiiat in public fpeaking there was often more of 
knack and t)f habit than of real talent or knowledge: 
for whitft Cond6 never rofe to fpeak in the Par- 
liament of Paris but to difgrace himfelf, Gafton 
his coufin, with a mind very ioferier to his in every 
rfii^eA^ was very well heard m ihat AffemUy. 

His Sovereign Louis XIV. oi^ce paid Conde a 
Very handfome compHment. The Princej^ in the 
latter part of his life^ was very lame with the gout^^ 
and was one day in tbzt fltuation apologizing to 
him for making him wait fbf him at the top of the 
great ftak-cafe at VeriaiUes, which he wasati:end« 
ix^ very flowly. <^ Alas t my coufin^" jpeplied 
hsy << who that is fo loaded wi^ laureh as yourfelf 
•♦can walk faftf** 

The Prince was a man of fome les^rninj huijfelf^ 
^d extremely fond of the converfation of learned 
and ingenious men. Moltere, Boileau, and the 
celebrated writers of their time, were frequently 
with him at Chantilly. He however expected as> 
much deference from thefe great men in literary 
matters^ as he had been ufed to exa^t from his 

TQL. lu h Officers 



d by Google 



l4iS AHECDOtBS OF SOME 

Officers at a Council of Wan Boileau, however^ 
bad once the (pirit to contradiA him on (bme fub- 
jtSt of literature, of which moft probably he knew 
more than the Prince. Conde foon fired, and dart- 
ed his eyes upon him, (parkling with rage and in- 
dignation. " Upon my word," faid the (atirift, " in 
•^ future I will take particular care to be of the 
** fime opinion with the Prince of Conde when he 
•* is in the wrong." 

Pains had been early taken by fome of the Prince's 
fuppofed friends to ihake his belief in Chriftiani^ ; 
he always replied, ** You give yourfelves a great 
'^ deal of unneceflary trouble : the difperfion of 
*• the Jews will always be an undeniable proof to 
'^ me of the truth of our holy religion." 

Some writer fays, that the difpofltion of a man 
is to be known by his hand- writing. This ob- 
iervation feems realised in this great Prince, who 
was a man of a very violent and hafty temper. 
Segrais lays of him, " The Prince of Cond£ ufed 
<^ to write without taking his pen from the paper 
*^ till he had finiihed a fentence, and without put- 
'< ting any points or ac^unSs tobis letters." 



DUG 
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hue M LA ROCHEFOVCAULT. 

« THE Author of the fcclebnitea Maxim^ which 
^ bear his name, was not a man of learning/' fays 
SegraiSy ** biit Ke was a man of gteat good fenfe^ 
** and had a perfefl knowledge of the world. This 
*' put hini up6h makiilg ^efi^ions; and upon re- 
'^ ducing into aphorifms what he had been able to 
^* difcover in the heart of manj with v^hich h^ was 
•* iiioft intimately acquainted/* 

M. de la Rochefoucaiilt was (b abcuhte lii the 
compofitioh of his little book, that as he finifHed a 
Maxini, he ufed to fend it to his friends for iheir 
bpinion upoii it. Segi^iais aflerts, that fonie of his 
Maxims were altered thirty tiiiies. The Maxim, 
•' that it ihews a wretched poverty df mind to 
** have but one fort of uhdeirftariding," took its rife 
from Boileau and Rafcine, who wcte eictremely ig- 
fiorant of every thing exfcept poetfy arid literature. 
•* M. de la Itochefoucault/* adds Segrais, 
•* would have m^e a better Governor for the 
•* Dauphin, Louis the Fourteenth's Only fon, than 
" the l3uke of Montaufier j" being a man of 
great fweetnefs of temper, extremely infinuating in 
his addrefsj and exceedingly ^reeable in conver* 
L 2 fation. 
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fation. M. de la Rochefoucault could never beloifg 
to the French Academy, as he could never moftef 
up courage enough to deliver to the Academy the^ 
fpeech which it was necefiary to make in order to 
be admitted into that body* 



CARDINAL DE RETZ. 

RENAULT applies this paflage in Tacitus id 
this celebrated Demagogue : *« Non tarn pramiir 
•« pericukrum^ quam ipjis periculisy latus pro 
** ceriis et olfm parti s^ nova^ ambigua^ ancipitia^ 
U malUbai" The fagacious Richelieu early dif- 
covered the dirpoiition of De Retz, and according 
to Segraisy though he was of an antient and an 
illuftrious family, never intended to give him a 
benefice of any value or confequence* In very 
early life De Retz wrote the *^ Hiftory of the 
*• Confpiracy of Fiefqui againft th^ Ariftocracy 
" of Genoa," in which he took the part of the 
Confpirator. He feems by nature to have 
had all the qualities requifite to become a fevourite 
with the people. Brave, generous, eloquent, full 
of refources, and fettered by no principle, he 
dazzled the multitude of Paris, who feem ever to 
have been more taken with adions^ of eclat and 

<»f 
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itf tenterpnze^ than all the efforts of modeft and 
bumble virtue. On feeing one day a carbine le- 
velled ^t him by foine one he did not know, he had 
4he prefence of mind to cry out, "If your Father, 
" Sir, were now feeing what you were about!'* 
This fpeech immediately difarmed the fury of the 
allaffin* 

The Cardinal feenas nearly to have made an 
ample oompenfetion for the follies and irregu- 
Jarities of his youth by the honeft confeffion he 
jaade of them in his Memoirs. He appears in 
them to have been a man of great talents, and of 
good natural di(pofition, perverted by vanity, ami 
the dcfireof that diftinftion, which, if not acquired 
by honeft means, di%races inftead of dignifying 
thofe who are fo unfortunate as to poflefs Xt. 
Had he direfled his great powers of mind in en- 
deavours to unite, inftead of efforts to divide 
his unhappy and diftraded country, he would have 
endeared himfelfmoft cffeftually to his country- 
men, and would have deferved the praifes of pof^ 
terity, by exhibiting an example which too rarely 
Dpcur^x^f a Politician facrificing his refcntment to 
the good of the State. 

The Memoirs of this celebrated Perfona^, 

written by himfclf, are extremely fcanty and im- 

perfe<a : they give no account either of the e^rly 

Cff of the latter part of his life. He entrufted 

L 3 th^ 
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dicManufcript tofomcNunsof aConvcnt nearGo- 
merci in Lorraine, who garbled |them. James die 
Second, however, told die laft Duke ofOrmond, 
that he had feen a perfeA copy ot them, which was 
lent to him by Madame Gauinartin. 

Joh', his Secretary, defcribes his Mafter in his re- 
treat at Comerci in no very favourable manner ; as 
idling away his time in hunting, going to puppet- 
fliow^, now and then pretending to adminifterjuftice 
amongfl: his tenants, writing a page or two of his 
own life in folio, and fettling fome points in the 
genealogy of his family— that of Gondi. The 
Cardinal's reply, to Joli's remonftrances to him on 
this fubje£l was a curious one: " I know all 
^^ this as well as you^do, but I don't think you 
** will get any one elfe to believe what you fay of 
•* me.*' An opinion fo highly advantageous to 
the Cardinal's talents and chara£ter had gone out 
into the world, that the people of France could not 
bring themfelves to think ill of one who had been 
a very popular Demagogue amongft them. 

On the day in which he was permitted to have 
an audience of Louis the Fourteenth at Ver&illes, 
the Court was extremely full, and the higheft ex- 
pectations were formed of the manners and ap- ' 
pearance of the Cardinal : when however they faw 
an hump-back'd, bow-legg'd, decrepid old man, 
who perhaps did not feel much elevated with his 

fitu* 



d by Google i 



DISTINGUISHED PSftSONS. 151 

fitnation, their expeAations were fadly difappointed; 
and particularly fo, when his Sovereign merely faid 
to him, ** Your Eminence is grown very gray fince 
•* I laft faw you.*' To this the Cardinal replied, 
** Any perfon, Sire, who has the misfortune to in- 
<* cur your Majefty's difpleafure, will very rc4- 
•* dily become gray." 

St. Evremond has preferved an anecdote of the 
Cardinal's noblenefs of mind and liberality during 
his retreat at Comerci. As he was riding out on 
horfeback) he was furrounded by fome Spanifh fol- 
diers that were in the neighbourhood. The Officer 
however, on being told his name, ordered him to 
be r^leafed^ and difmounting from his horfe, made 
an apology for the behaviour of his foldicrs. The 
Cardinal, taking a valuable diamond ring from his 
finger, prefented it to the Officer, faying, ^' Pray, 
^^ Sir, at leaft permit me to render your little 
•* excurfion not entirely ufelefs to you.** 

De Retz refigned the Archbifhopric of Paris, 
and procured in exchange for it the rich Abbey of 
St. Denis. He lived long enough to pay all his 
debts, and divided his time between Paris and 
St Penis : at the latter place he died at ^ very 
advanced age, and in th^ ftrongeft fentiments of 
piety and devotion. He is occaiipnally mentioned 
in Madame de Sevigne's Letters, as a man of gr^t 
t^ents for converfation, and much afl|i£led with 
^4 th^ 
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the head-ach. He had the honefty to fay of himm 
Telf, *^ Mankind Aippofed me extremely enterprifing 
^< and dauntleis when I was young, and I was 
** much more fo than they could poiEbly imagine:'* 
and this may be readily acknowledged, from an 
anfwer which he made to fome one who reproached 
him, when he was yoifng, with owing a great deal 
of money. " Why, man,** replied he, *^ Caefar, 
** at my age, owed fix times as much as, I do." 

No \Dne knew better how to manage and cajole 
the multitude than Cardinal de Retz did, yet be 
complains that they left him at the Jngelui^ bell to 
go to dinner. One of his maxims refpeifting the 
aflembling of that many headed Monfter (hould be 
diligently confidered both by the Leaders of Par-» 
ties and by the Governors of Kingdoms^ " ^^- 
" con^ue ajjimble U Peuple /V/n^«/— Whoever 
** brings the people together, puts them in a HatQ 
'^ of commotion." 



1 



CARBJNJL MAZARIN, 

on hJs triumphant return to Paris, after thel^eaco 
of the "Pyrenees, created a great number of Dukes; 
and on being afked why he was fo profufe of that 
1ic?ftour, replied, «' \ will make fucb a numberi^ 

<« that 
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<* that it fhall be difgracefiil to be a Duke and 
•* not to be a Duke.'* Though a very able, he 
was a very timid Minifter. His brother the 
Cardinal of Aix u(ed to fay of him, *^ Only make 
♦« a little buftle, and he will defift/' One of hit 
favourite meafures was procraftination, *' Time 
♦* and I againft any other two perfonages,'* was hl$ 
reply, when urged to briikand violent meafures. 

Mazarin was an extremely handfome maOf 
and had a very fine face : this he was b 
anxious to preferve, that not many days before he 
died, he gave audience to the foreign Minifters 
with his face painted. This made the Spanifli 
Minifter fay, ** Foila un portrait qui refemhk a, ML 
*' le CardinaV^ As Tacitus fays of Tiberius, 
though now his ftrength and his conftitution be- 
gan to fail, yet his difSmulation continued as 
perfe£t as ever. He fenc for the Prince of Conde» 
and told him fomething confidentially, which the 
Prince was the more inclined to believe, as he faw 
the dying ftate in which his Eminence was. A little 
time after bis death, to his great aftonifliment, 
he found that even in that awful fituation the 
Cardinal had not told him one word of truth* 
Mazarin exhibited in himfelf a fingular in- 

ftance of the viciflitudes of fortune. He was of 
■^ very low extradlion, had been a gambler, be- 

came 



d by Google 



154 ANECDOTES OF SOME 

came Prime Miniftcr of a great Country, was 
afterwards baniOied and a price fet upon his head^ 
and then returned triumphantly to his Adminif- 
tration with greater power than ever. Madame de 
Bavtere feys, that he was married to his Sovereign 
Anne of Auftria, and that he treated her extremely 
ill. 

The Cardinal was by no means a fanguinary 
Minifler. He let the People talk and write as they 
pleafed, and he a£ted as he pleafed. A colledton 
cf the fatires written againft him was preferved in 
the Colbert Library at Paris : it confifted of forty- 
fix volumes in quarto. When he laid any new 
taX) he ufed to afk his confidants what the 
good people of Paris were doing, whether they 
were ridiculing him, and making fongs and epi- 
grams upon him. When he was anfwered in the 
affirmative, he ufed to fay, ^* I can never have any 
** reafon to fear a Nation which vents its fpleen fo 
u very gaily ; let them laugh on.^' 

When the Cardinal was obliged to quit Paris, 
his efFeds were fold at public audion j his very 
valuable library was bought for the Court of Bruns- 
wick, and is at prefent in the capital of that Duchy, 

Mazarin appears once in his life to have been 

. in a very enviable fituation. When the French 

and Spaniili atmies were drawn up in order of 

battle 
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Iwttlc near Cafal, in the fpring of the year 1631^ 
and were about to engage, Mazartn galloped be* 
tween them with his bat in his hand, excbiming 
loudly, ** Pmx ! paix /*' The armies immediate- 
ly halted, and in a few da)rs afterwards peace was 
(igned at Querafque, under the mediation of Urban 
the Eighth, whofe nephew, the Cardinal Legate, 
Mazarin attended on that happy occadon* The 
talents difplayed by the latter in the negotiation^ 
and the good offices he rendered the French Nation, 
recommended him to Louis the Thirteendi and the 
Cardinal de Richelieu. Mazarin, when Minifler, 
caufed a Medal to be ftruck in commenK>ration of 
this event, in which he is reprefented galloping 
between Ae two armies. On the reverfe is this 
motto, " Nunc orbi fewire labor -^^^ and how in- 
deed can a man ferve the world better than by 
procuring it the bleffings of peace ; by ftoppiog 
the ii^s of the widow, the tears of the orphan, 
and the anguiih of the parent % by check'uig the 
ravages of difeafe, of peftilence, and of £iminp ; 
and by preventing the devaftation of the univerfe, 
and the deftru£tion of the human race 1 To any 
Prime Minifter may we not fay, *' Ha tibijin$ 
« artes /" 

Don Louis de Haro, the Spani(h Minifter, faid of 
Mazarin, that he bad one infuperable defeat as a 

PoU- 
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F<jit»cian, that he always iveaut to deceive tbdfc 
with whom he was treating^ and of courie put evei:y 
one upon tbeir|;uard agataft his itricks aod ftncScs *• 

Kot mai^ days before tbe Cardinid <died^ a 
tvmct s^peared in France, Some xjf his fyo(»« 
phants, who were in bis bed^^cbamber, told him* 
Ibat as it was impoffible lor a noaa iifbis rank and 
talents to go out of the world in ao ordinary wajr, 
ibis awful phenomenon of the Heavens was to 
9imounce to the world the death of fo greai a 
St^tefinan and fo confttimnate a Politician as him- 
fclf. Ma^rin coolly replied^ ** £n vmtiy Mtf- 
** Jimrs^ la comete me fait frdp^ ihmneurJ* 

By way cf iavkrg bis ^ate to his heirs, and %X 
quieting his con(cience on his death^bed, be outde 
a donation to his Sovereign Louis the Fourteenth 
of all his iminenfe property. Th<^ King very 
nqbly returned it to bis heirs, 

Befides one Bi(hopric, the Cardinal poffefled^as 
Commendatary Abbot, nine rich Abb^s in 
France. 

• The Spanifh Proverb fays acutely, " A man is a fool 
^* whodoesnotconfidcrjthat whilfthe is thinking> twenty 
•t perfoHs are thinking Hkewife/' 



OMER 
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OMER TALON, 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE PARJLIAMEHT 
OF PARIS. 

THIS inteBigent and inflexiWc Maglftrate 
having, in a fpeech which he made in the Parliament 
of Paris to Anne of Auftria, during the minority 
of Louis the Fourteenth, touched gently upon the- 
diftrefles of the common people of the kingdom of 
France, found himfelf treated with flight and cool- 
nefe by her Majefty at the next audience be had 
of hen ** This/' fays he, *^ was owing to the 
" mifreprefentation of the Minifters, and fome of 
•< die vermin who frequent palaces/* 

Talon having on fome occafion taken a part 
which pleafed the Queen and the Court, Cardinal 
Mazarin fent for him, and after paying him fame 
Compliments on his behaviour, offered him an 
Abbey for his brother. Talon very politely refufed it, 
adding, that as his late condud had nothing in view 
but the fervice of the King and the fatisfaiHon of 
his own confciencc, he (hould be extremely an* 
happy, if there was the leaft fufpicion afforded to 
the world at large that he had afted from other 
motives. "I love," added diis honeft French- 

man. 
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man^ ^^ both the King and the Parliameni^ witfi*^ 
^ out being under any apprehenfion chat thii ap^ 
'^ parent contradiSion (hould do me 2u>y prejudkif 
** with mankind.'^ 

Mazarin fent fot h\th Another time, to r6-i 
queft him to fpealc in the Parliament of PariJ 
in favour of fome Edicts of the King, which 
"^tte to be prefentcd by hfmfelf iri pferfori to te 
reglftered by thit J^flemHy. Talon replied,- 
that he Ihould do His dtity— thstt the ptefence of 
the Sovereign on fuch ocdaftons caufed always 
trouble and drfcotitent — that it was therefore the 
more neceflary that he fliould exercife properly 
the fun£tions of his office without fear and with^ 
out partiality* 

M. Talon's reafons for quitting public affairs 
were tho& which but too often have infpired 
men as honeft and as well-intentioned as tiin^ 
felf* " All refiftance and contraditlion," fays 
be, " to the Governmg Powers was ineffeftual 
** and ufelefs, who carried every point they wi(bed 
'< to gain by violence and conftraint. I was 
** however," adds be, " very much afiohiQied 
•* that many honeft men, who wt(hed well to the 
«* public peace, ftiU attended the Parliament, in 
«* which they were certain that everything muft 
'* be carried as it pleafcd the Princes^ fo that in 

•« tii« 
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*< the fituation in which matters were, it would 

<^ have been more for their honour, that what was 

^* done fbould have been done by the voices of a 

" few perfons only, whofe partiality might well 

** have been fufpefted, than by the majority of the 

** Parliament, who had not the power either to do 

<< die good, or to prevent the evil, as they wifhed* 

1* Neverthelefs, the general timidity was fo great, 

^ that many perfons were afraid of being fufpeded, 

** if they did not attend that Affembly j and the 

^ majority of thde who went there did not con- 

^ fider fo much what opinion they fhould give^ 

•* as how their perfons ffaould be fecure, even 

** when they had betrayed their confciences, and 

^^ had voted on the fame fide with the Princes/'— 

David Hume fays, in his EiTay upon Eloquence, 

that during the dilputes of the Parliament of Paris 

in the time of the Fronde, there appeared many 

fymptoms of antient eloquence. ^* The Avocat- 

<« Qcneral Talon," adds he, from De Retz, « in 

^ an oration, invoked on his knees the Spirit of 

** St. Louis to look down with compaffion on his 

<^ divided and unhappy people, and to infpire them 

^ froni Heaven with the love of concord and una- 

f* niroity."^ 

MOLE, 
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M O I E, 

MXSIDBNT Ot tHE PARUAMEMt OF PA&I^ 

D£ RET 2 &ys, that no aotient Roman wet 
po&flfed the virtues of courage ^mdof public (Qirit 
in a degree fuperior to this great Magtilrate^ In 
the time of the Fronde at Paris, a man preienced a 
dagger to his breaft^ threatening him with inflani 
death if he would not confent to (bme decree pro* 
pofed in the Parliament which M« Mole thought 
pr^udicial to his country* "Know, my friend," 
(aid he, looking fternly at him, <^ that the diftance 
*' is infinite from the dagger of an a0affin to the 
•• heart of an honeft man,'* 



F U C ^U E T, 

SURINTENDAKT OF THE FINANCES Of 
FRANCE. 

FOR the honour of letters, PelifTon and the 

good La Fontaine remained faithful to the Surin- 

tendant during his difgrace. PelilTon fcnt petitions 

* to 
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■to Louis XIV. in his favour, and La t*ontaine 
wrote verfes in commifcration of his hard fate, lA 
•a ftyle of the higheft pathos, a fiyle totally diffimilat 
from his ufual manner. Mademoifelle Defhou- 
lieres^ the celebrated Poetefs^ whom he had patro- 
nifed, contrived to fend him intelligence even Into 
that inacceffible fortrefs the Baftille. The Greats 
who had condefcended to partake of his favours 
whilft he was in power, completely forfook him 
when he had no longer anything to give them, and 
after he had fo far attended even to their vices, as 
at all tht entertainments he gave to J)Ut money 
under their plates to enable them to pay their 
lofles at play. 

Foucquet was confined many years in the for- 
trefs of Pignerol, where he compoTed fome devo- 
tional Treatifqs. It is not known whether he was 
ever permitted to return to Paris. St. Simon, ia 
bis Memoirs, gives a very curious account of the 
meeting between him and his feilow-prifoner the 
Duke of Laufun at Pignerol. 



PELISSON. 

THIS elegant Writer contrived to be fent to 
the Bafiille, to give his patron M- Foucquet in- 
telligence of what had been done refpe<fting hii 

VOL. u. M trial. 
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trisl. Whilft be was confined there, he wrote » 
Poem called « Eurymcdoai" « pcHuadcd/* feys 
bit Biographer, ^ that by a great effort of appli^ 
^ cation of mind to a particttlar fiibjeAy he fliould 
*^ alone be able to ibften die rigours of confioe- 
<* rneac'' He wrote the foHowing line* oa tbc 
walls of his cell; 

Doubles grilles a gros cloux^ 

triples portes, forts verroux^ 

Amx ames vrcdment mechantes 

Fous repreftnUx Venfer^ 

Mais aux antes innoetntes 

Fous n'ites que du boisy despierresy et dufet* 

Voltaire feys, there are no compofitions m the 
]prench language, which in ftyle and manner more 
leiemble the orations of TuHy than the remon- 
ftrances of PeliiSM) to Louis XIV* in favour of 
M. Foucquet. 



MARSHAL RAmZAU. 

WHAT contrarieties ofien occur in the fame 
perfon ! How the indulgence of one vice often 
^events thfe exerdon and the advantage of many 
good qualities, and of many virtues ! Auberi du 
Maurier, in his •* Memoirfs d$ Hambourg^*' thus 

dc 
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jUfcrikes the celebrated Marfliai Rantzau-^^^ He 
** was a German of high birth^ and a General of 
'< fuch great note^ that Mazarin ufed to oppofe 
** him to the Prince of Conde, when that great 
"^^ Commander had the misfortune to be in arms 
^< a^inft bis country and his Prince." M. Rant- 
^au poilefled admirable qualities both of body and 
mind. He was tall, fair, and very handfome. To 
fee him only, one would fay he was born to com- 
mand. He was the fineft horfeman ever beheld. 
He would hit a fingle piece of money with a piftol 
*at a hundred p^ces diftant. He was invincible 
with the fmall-f veord. He fpoke the prii^ipal lan^ 
guages of Europe* and had a general tafte for tht 
Sciences. He was acquainted with all the great 
Geaerals of the age^ having made war under them 
from the moment he was able to bear arms. He 
iaid in converfation many lively things ; ^ad as aa 
infallible proof of the force of his eloquence in an^ 
council 4it war in which he ever fat, he alwayt 
drew over the other Members to be of bisi feaii- 
ments, fo ably did he fupport them with powerful 
Teafons. If be fpoke well, he wrote ftill better. 
To bis courage nothing was impof&ble. He pof^ 
ieiTed perfed coolnefs in the greateft danger, and 
lound expedients under the greateft misfortunes. 
His liberality procured him the love and efteen^ of 
bis foldiers, and no General knew how to give his 
M 2 orders 
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orders fo well. But fo many excellent and rar6 
virtues were effaced by his great vices. Nevct 
was there a more determined debauchee. He lairtd 
wine and women to excefs, and the moft fesfonbd 
drinkers were afraid of him* He fought theif 
company from all parts, and no one could equal 
him in this fpecies of vice. He fometimes re- 
mained in a ftate of infenfibility for whole days. 
The diforder that reigned in his private affairs was 
inconceivable. He gave away whatever he had 
about him without difcrlmination, and he always 
ha^d much money in his pocket, which he was 
robbed of during his inebriety. Thus, like a caflc 
without a bottom, all the riches of India would irot 
have been fufficient for him, and he found himfcif 
compelled to fell all his efFeAs for little or nothing. 
He often loft his beft friends for a hon-moU Du 
Maurier, who was Rantzau's great friend, told 
this extraordinary man one day, that bis exceflfes 
and irregularities would deftroy his health, and that 
they would prevent his rifing to the principal em- 
ployments in the State. " I would not,''an(wered 
he, darting a moft ferocious and haggard look upon 
Du Maurier, " I would not give up my pleafures 
<* to become Emperor of Germany." His ex- 
ceffes, during the fiege of Dunkirk by the Spa- 
niards, are thought to have loft that place. He 
was, however, confined for fome time in the cafl^ 

of 
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of Vincennes for this fuppofed negleft, and vns 
cleared from any imputation of treachery or of 
cowardice. He died foon after his releafe, Du* 
ring the Aege of Gravelines, he had one day ap- 
pointed the Duke of Orleans, and fome of the 
principal French Nobility, to fup with him. He 
went, however, in the morning, to pay a vifit to 
the famous Dutch Admiral Van Tromp, where he 
got fo drunk with Malaga wine, that he fell under 
the taUe as if he was dead, and was obliged to be 
put to bed. His Aid-du camp made an apology 
to the Duke of Orleans for his matter's not being 
able to attend him at fupper, and put it upon an 
exceffive fwell of the fea, which had prevented his 
leaving the Admiral's fhip. 

To (hev^ ihe dangers of ebriety, the Catholic 
Legends tell us of fome Hermit to whom the 
Devil gave his choice of three crimes ; two of 
them of the moft atrocious kind, and the other to 
be drunk. The poor Saint chofe the laft, as the 
lead of the three ; but when drunk, committed 
the other two. 

The baneful eflFefts of this pernicious vice upon 
the body are dcfcribed by the ingenious Dr. Dar-P 
win, in his ** Zoonomia," under an allegory which 
would not have difgraced the fplendid imagination 
of l^ovd Bacon himfelf. 

M 3 " Pror 
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«* Prometheus," fays the Doftor, " was paJnted 
•* as ftcaling fire from Heaven, that might weft 
'^ reprefeat the inflammable fpirit produced by: 
*< fermentation^ which may be (aid to animate or 
" enliven the man of clay ; whence the conquefts 
** of Bacchus, as well as the temporary mirth and 
^ noiie of his devotees. But the after-puniifament 
** of thofe who fteal this accurfed fire, is a vulture 
^ gnawing Ae liver, and well allegorizes the 
^ poor inebriate lingering for years under painfiil 
** difeafes.'' 

And that the graces and energies of poetry 
may come in aid of the figure fo ftrongly depified 
in profe, the fame great Phyfiologift, in hi$ 
•* Botanic Garden,'' in the ipoft fublime imagery, 
and with the greateft ftrength of perfonification> 
has compofed a pi£ture which (hould be painted 
and hung up in every chamber dedicated to 
Bacchanalian feftiyity. 

Dr. Darwin perfonifies the Goddefs of Wine 
under the name of ViTis, who thus addrefles her 
votaries : 

.>*« Drink deep, fwect Youths/' feduftivc Vitis cries. 
The maudlin tear-drop gliftening in her eyes j 
Green leaves and purple clufters crown her head, 
And the tall thyrfus ftays her tott'ring tread ; 
*• Drink deep/* fhe carols, as fhe waves in air 
The ixianiling goblet, «*and forget your care." 

O'tr 
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0*er the dread feaft maligQant Chymia fcowlsy 
And mingles poifon in the ne6tar*d bowls. 
Fell Gout peeps grinning thro* the iimfy fcene. 
And bloated Dropfy keeps behind unfeen. 
Wrapped in her robe^ white Lepra hides her ftain^^ 
jLfid filent Frenzj, writhing, bites his chains* 



VESCJRTES, 

THIS great Philofophcr, who was one of the 
profoundeft thinkers the world ever knew, ufed to 
lie in bed fixteen hours every day with the curtains 
drawn and the windows (hut. He imagine^^ 
that in that eafy and undifturbed fituation he had 
more command over his mind than when it was 
interrupted by externsU objects. 

Defcartes in very early life ferved as a volunteer 
in the army at the fiege of IR^ochelle, and in H<d- 
land under Prince Maurice. He was in g^rifoti 
at Breda, when Bfberman propofed hjs celebrate^ 
mathematical problem. He gave the folutibn of 
it, and returned to Paris, where he continued his 
ftudies in mathematics and moral philofqphy^ 
The philofophy of Ariftotle being then the phi- 
lofophy in vogue in France, Defcartes, who was 
difiktisfied with it, and who intended to attack it. 
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, retired to Amfterdam, to avoid any perfecutionf he 
might fuffer in his own country for not facriiicing 
to the old and longrrevered idol of Peripateticifai. 
This produced the following letter to the cele- 
brated Balzac, who had recommended to hint to 
retire into fome Convent in the country, to purfue 
at his eafe his heterodox intention.^ The letter 
from this great Philofopher to his ingenious friend, 
admirably defcribes the peace and tr^quillity which 
then prevailed in the metropolis of Holland, the 
emporium of the world, aod the feat of liberty and 
fecurity, 

*' SINCE you have been ipfpired with a defire 
" to quit the world, my dear Balzac, and to h\i 
'*" adieu to a fervile Court, you muft excufe my 
*^ zeal if I invite you to come and fettle at Amfter- 
•* dam, and to prefer the refidence of that city 
** to any one of the famous Francifcan or Carthu- 
** fian Monafteries (in which there are many good 
*• and pious men), to any pf the moft pleafantand 
"'falubrious fituations of Ital^, or even to that 
** beautiful hermitage in which you were laft year, 
*' However pcrfeft your hermitage was, yet there 
<' were feveral things wanting to it, which are only 
^ to be found in great cities. To begin with only 
*t one defcft, it cannot poffibly poflefs that com- 
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• ** plete and ♦ perfeft folitude which is never to te 

** met with out of a great city. You will in your 

** hermitage, perhaps, find a ft ream that will com- 

*' pel the moft talkative perfon to be filent, and « 

** valley fo feduded as to excite even the moft 

•*' inattentive perfon to meditation or to extacy, 

•** But you muft ftill have there many neighboursi, 

** who teize you with their ofFenfive vifrts, an4 

■** who are continually inviting you to return ta 

** Paris; whilft, on the contrary, T, who am 

'** perhaps the only perfon in this city who have na 

** concern in trade or commerce, {every otTidr 

** perfon here being abforbed in bufinefs) canpafe 

^* my whole life here without being known ti 

<^ any one. I walk every day as undifturbd 

** amidft the crouds of the anxious and hurrying 

<^ multitude, as you can poflibly do in your folt- 

♦* tary avenue of trees. Nor do I take any more 

♦* notice of the men that I meet than you do of tte 

♦* trees in your woods, or of the animals feeding 

" amongft them : the hum of the bufy multitude 

♦* no more difturbs me than the murmuring of a 

•^ rivulet. If ever I chance to turn my thought^ 

* It fhould be retnembqred in favour of Deiicartei^ 
opinion of the retirement of a metropolis, that three of tli« 
greateft efforts of the human mind were produced ^ 
London — the EflTays of Lord Bacon, Sir Ifaac N«wton'"5 
Optic«> ^nd Milton's Paradife Loft. 
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^ to the a£lioos of th« perfons who forrontid mc, 
^ I receive the fame i^eaftire from them that you 
^ do from tbofe who cultivate the land about you 
^ ia yoiir neighbourhood, as I fee that all thetf 
•* labours tend to the decoration of the place where 
^ I live, that nothing may be wanting to my |de»- 
^ fure or convenienfce. If it is any pleafure t« 
t* you to fee fruit growing in your garden or in 
** your orchard, and that prefent itfelf to the eye^^ 
^ of thofe who walk in them, do you think that I 
*^ enjoy lefe pleafure in beholding the (hips that ride 
^ ia this port, bringing with them aU the fruits of 
^ the Indies, and whatever is rare or precious in 
^ Europe ? What pl^ce in any part of the world 
** can you chufe, in which every convenience of 
•* life, and in which even every thing that nicety 
•* itfelf can dignify with the name of curious, can 
*• be more eafily procured ? In what tjther fituai^ 
•* tioa is there greater liberty T Where is there 
^ fiifer fleep ? Where is there lefs occafion for 
** troops to keep order and regularity I Where 
•* are poifoning, treachery, calumny, lefe known 
•* than with us, where there are even veftiges 
•' ©f the .limplicity of the Golden Age? I 
** cannot guefe why you continue fo tranfported 
♦* with the climate of Italy, where the plague but 
*•• too often makes its ravages, where the heat in 
** the middle of the day is intolerable, where thof 

w coo| 
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•* cool of the evening is unwholefonrie, and where 
*^ the (Uent hour of midnight is polluted with mtir- • 
** der and with robbery. If you are afraid of the* 
*^ coUnefs of the Netherlands, pray tell me what' 
** ihade, what fprings, can To completely remedy 
** the fervid heat of your fummer fun, as our 
** ftoves and our grates defend us from the rigour 
** of the cold. I hope then to fee you here foon, 
*• I have a fmall colle^ion of my meditations to* 
** (hew you, which perhaps you may like to fee. • 
** Whether you come or not, believe me to be > 
*' Yourmoft humble 
*^ and obedient fervant, 

" Descart£s«** 
«* Jmjierdam^ Sept. 30, 1638." 

Count D'Avaux offered Defcartes a penfion, 
which he refufed, telling this great Negotiator, 
after returning thanks for his generous offer, 
** The Public alone (hould pay what I do for the 
** Public.*' His Biographer fays, that Defcartes 
became rich by diminifliing his expences, and that' 
whilft he remained in Holland, he always wore a 
plain fuit of bhack cloth. *' At his table," adds 
he, " in imitation of the good-natured Plutarch^' 
<• he always preferred fruits and vegetables to the 
** bleeding flelh of animals. His afternoons were 
^< fpent in the converfation of his friends, and in 

" the 
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^ die cultivation of a fmall gardew, when the' 
•«- wealher permitted. After having in the 
•» morning fettled the place of a planet, in the 
•*• evening he would amufe himfelf with watering 
•* a flower.*^* His health was naturally deli cate^ 
and he took care of ity without being enflaved 
hy that care. '* Though,** fays he, in one of 
6is letters, *' I have not been able to find out a 
•*^ method dfpreferving life, yet I have arrived at 
* •* one point of no lefs confe^uence, and that is,, 
^ not to be afraid of death.'* 

I>elcartes,, who was naturally of a warm and 
^vely dlfpofition, took great pains to command 
Ihis temper,, and ufed to fay, that to th^ cpntfoul 
winder which he had been able to bring his pailions 
kjr e^ly ^nd continual attention to the regulation 
©£ them^ he was indebted for that ferenity ancj 
tranquiBity of mind which contributed (o greatly 
to his happinefe* 

Defcartes', favourite device was, **- Bene- qut 
•• laiuit^ bene vixit y'* and he ufed to (ay perpe- 
t^ly,. ^ I value my independence at fo high 2l 
•^ rate, that all the Sovereigns in the world cannot 
•*■ purchafe it from^ me/* Yet ib difficult it ^s 
even for Philofophers not to be flatttred by the 
attention of Princes, that Defcartes was prevailed 
ijfi by the folicit^nions of Chriftina Queen of 

3vv^cd^en| 
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Sweden, at an advanced age, and in very delicate 
health, to tranfport bimfelf to the rade * climate 
of Stockholm, to become the preceptor of tihat 
finguiar Princefs. His refidence in that cold 
country, joined to his being obliged to attend the 
Princefe every morning in her library, even in the 
winter, at five o'clock, to give her leflbna, under- 
mined a health too precious to be wafted upon a 
vain and capricious woman. He was foon feized 
with an inflammatory fever, in confequence ci 
this change in his manner of living, and became 
delirious ; exclaiming in that fituation, when the 
Phyficians propofed to let him blood, " Mefjleurs^ 
** €pargne% le Jang Franfoisj je vous enjupplie^* . 

Defcartes is defcrlbcd by one who knew him, a^ 
a man of fmall ftature, rather of a dark complexion, 
with a countenance of continual ferenity, and a 
▼ery pleafing tone of voice. He was extremely 

* This appears the more extraordinary, as Defcartes \zA. 
written to M, Chanut, the French Ambaffador at thfC 
Court of Sweden (who was the negotiator betweea 
Chriftlna and the Philofopher), in the following terms; 
" A man,*' fays be, ** born in the Gardens of Touraine, 
** and ■fettled in a country (that of Holland) where there 
** is indeed Icfs honey, yet more milk than in the Land of 
•* Promife, cannot eafily bring himfelf to quit that couti- 
** try, to go and live in one inhabited by bears, aod fur— 
^' loundcd with rocks and ice." 

liber^ily 
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libeffal, an excellent friend and a kind ntafter, afil 
6> little fenfible to refentmentS} that he ufed to (kyv 
^ When any peribn does me an injury, I endea^" 
«' vour to elevate my mind fo high, that the in- 
•* jury cannot reach it." Defcartes, lite many 
ether ingenious men» had applied himfclf a littler 
IQ the ftudy of medicine^ and like many ofher in^- 
genious men^ who do not make a regular pro^ 
fcffion of an art fo complicated though fo highly 
vfeful to mankind^ and which depends fo much upon 
experience and obfervation, occafionally fell into 
grofs errors. The ftomach he ufed to. compare 
%o the rcfervoir of a corn-milI> which if not con- 
tinually fupplied with frefli aliment, is deftroyed 
l>y the trituration of its own mufcles. He wa^ 
Iherefote, in order to prevent this fuppofed mif- 
ichief, continually mafticating fome light and innu- 
tritious fubftance. 

That fublime genius and excellent man Pafcal^ 
in fpeaking of the philofophy of Defcartes, fays^ 
** I can never forgive Defcartes* He was 
** very anxious throughout the whole of his phi- 
*^ lofophy to do without a Fir ft Caufe ; yet 
** he could not prevent himfelf from giving 
** it a gentle fillip, in order to put the world 
•*^ in movement, and there he leaves it." Father 
•Paulian, an Ex-Jefuit of Avignon, wrote a book 
intitled *' Le Paix entre Defcartes et Newton^* 

but 
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Yntt like moft pdier negotiators who are not in th€ 
iecret of thofe for whom they negotiate^ and mort 
cfpectally when they are not commiffioned by them^ 
by mo means carries his kind intentions inia exe-« 
cution. 

Defirartes had for his pupils three Princefles^ 
and though he died in the fervice of Chriftina, 
he ever preferred the Princefs Elizabeth*, daughteaf 
of Frederic the Fifth, to her ; at which t3ie 
vain and iniblent Chriftina was not a Itttld 
oflFendeA Defcartft dedicated his ** Principia" to 
the Princefs Elizabeth, and telk her in his Dedica^ 
tion, that he had never found anyone except herielf 
who completely und^ftood his philofophyw 

On the execution of Charles the Firft, luicfo 
to this accom{^tflied and ^xcpUent Princefs, Def^ 
cartes wrote to her as follows :• 

« MADAM, 

*'• AMIDST much bad Aews that I have fecert 
** fo unfortunate as to hear nearly at the &Qitf 
*^ time, that which has die moft afie(^ed me, hstt 

*' beeit 

* Elizabeth, eldcft daughter of Frederic V. Eleftor 
Palatine and King of Bohemia, by Anne, daughter of 
Jan>es the Firft, King of England. She refufed to Hiarrf 
Ladiilaus the Seventh, King of Poland. She was Abbcfir 
♦f the rkh Protcftant Abbey of Hervorden, which^ under 

her 
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** been t)\e illncfe of y6ur Koyal Highnefs. Ani 
*• though I have been made acquainted with youf 
•• recovery, I cannot quite efface from my me- 
*' raory the forrow which the account of your 
^ illnefs gave me. The defire that you felt within 
*' you to make verfes during the time of your in- 
*^ difpofition, reminds me of Socrales^ who, ac- 
H cording to Plato, had the fame defire whilflr he 
** was in priibn. And I think that the inclination to 
^ make verfes, arifes from a ftrong agitation of 
^ the animal fpirits, which Aay entirely derange 
^ the imagination of thofe who have not a ftrong 
^ and a fteady mind, but which only in a certain 
^^ degree animates and illumines perfoHs of a found 
** head, and difpofes them to become poets« And 
H I take this enthufiafm to be the mark of an un- 
^* derftanding more ftrong and more exalted than 
*• the common run of underftandings. If I were 
•* not well afiured that your's was of that defcrip- 
• •' tion, I fliould have been much afraid that you 
•* would have been extremely afflidted with the 
** news of the dreadful cataftrophe of the tragedies 
** of England. But I can promife to myfelf, that 
•^ your Highnefs, fo long accuflomed to reverfes 

her influence, became one of the firft fchools of the Car- 
tciian philofophy. She died in x68o, greatly regretted 
by the men of learning of her time, whom Ihe patronized, 
witljtouc diftindtion of country or of religion, 

♦* of 
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** of fortune, and having fo lately incurred thd 

^ rifk of lofing your life, will not be fo mticli 

** forprized and troubled at hearing of the deatb 

•* of one of your near relationsj as if you had not 

f been before acquainted with misfortune. And 

** although the death of the Iting of England' 

** (however violent and unprecedehted) feems to 

** bear an afpeft much more horrid than if his 

** Majcfty had died in his bed i yet, taking all thd 

•* circumftances together, it is much more glorious, 

** it is much more fortunate, and it iis much more 

** pleafant; fo that the very thing which particu- 

" larly afBids the bulk of mankind^ affords con- 

" fplation to you. For furely it is very glorious 

** to die in fuch a manner as to make onefelf gene* 

<* rally lamented, praifed, and regretted, by all 

** thofe who have any fentiments of humanity. 

** And it is very certain, that without this crue( 

** trial, the clemency and the virtues of the de- 

** ceafed King would never have been fo noticed not 

«* fo efteemed as they are at prefent, and evet will 

** be by thofe who read his fad hiftory. I am well 

** convinced, that the confcioufiiefs of his owi| 

<' innocence gave him more fetisfadion in the laft 

<< moments of his life, than his indignation (whic^ 

*^ they (ay was the only paffion obferved i^him) 

** gave him concern. As for the pain of his^death, 

'* I put that out of the account, his pain was of 

vol. w. N ** fuch 
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^ fuch fiiort duradoiu For if murderers coi&i 
•^ employ a fever, or any other of the difcafes with 
** which nature is accuftomed to fend mankind out 
** of the world, one fhould have good reafon to 
^ think them more cruel than they really are when 
" they deftroy life by a ftrcke of the axe. But I 
** dare no longer dwell upon fo melancholy a fub* 
«* jeft, and add only, that it is much better to be 
<< delivered from a falfe hope^ than to be fruitlcfly 
•« encouraged in it.'* 

♦ ««*«« 

** As for myfelf, moft excellent Princefs, who 
*• am attached to no particular fpot, I would 
*• readily change Holland, or even France, for any 
** country whatever, could I be aflTured to find it 
*' in peace and fecurity, and had no other reafon 
*^ for particularly fettling there but the beauty of 
^* the country. But there is no place in the world, 
** however unpleafant and inconvenient, in which 
** I (hould not think myfelf happy to fpend the 
** remainder of my days, if your Highnefs refided 
^' in itj and in which I was 9apable of rendering 
*• you any fervice, as I am entirely, and without 
J* rcferve, 

•«' Your Highnefs's very obedient fervant, 

f* Descartes.*' 

Defcartes 
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iDefcartes had continually in his mouth theft 
lines from Seneca the Tlragic Poet : 

lili mors gratis tHcui^p 
^i notus nimU ^mnibui^ 
Jgnotus moritur/tbi. 

On him Death heavily niuft fall^ 

And double terror own, 
Who known, alasl too well to all^ 

Dies to bimfelf unknown. 



AmA RUCELLAI. 

s 

THE cffeSt of motive upon the human frame 
was perhaps never better illuftrated than in the 
account of Abbe Ru^ellaii thus defcribed in that 
entertaining Book, written by Dom* Noel 
d'Argonne^ a Garthufian friar of Callion in Nor- 
mandy, entitled, «* Melanges d*HiJloire ei de la 
« Uteraturey par Plgneuil de Merveille**-''* 
*« This Abbe was the great nephew of the cdc- 
^< brated Monflgnor de la Cafa, fo well known by 
<^ the exceUence of his Italian writings : he 
** came from Rome to Paris with Mary de Medi« 
" cis, wife of Henry the Fourth, where he lived 
^ in great fplendor and profufign* He ufed to have 



d by Google 



iS^ AvicDOTEi or aOME 

<' fecvfd up at his table, during the deflert, baibnf 
** enamelled in gold full of effences, perfumes, of 
'< gloves, fans, and even piftoles for his company 
« to play with. By thefe circumftance^ one may 
<< readily judge vfhjd fort of a perfiNi M. Ru^ellai 
*' was. His delicacy in every dung was exceffive: 
'^ he drank nothing but water, but it was. a water 
*^ that was brought from a great difiance, and 
** which was to be drawn drop by drop (if one 
*^ may fo exprefs it). The leafl thing in the world 
*' diftreflTed him ; the fun, the dew, heat, cold, the 
** leail change in the atmo^herc feemed to have 
•* an' tffcSk upon his conftitution. The mere ap- 
*^ prehenfion of becoming ill would make him keep 
•* his room and put himfelf to bed. It is to him 
*' that our phyficians are obliged for the inven- 
•• tioh of that difeafe without a difeafe, called 
•* Vapours, which makes the employment of thofe 
** perfops who are idle, and the fortunes of Aofc 
•* who attend th^m. The poor Abbe groaned 
** greatly under the weight of thefe trifles, daring 
^* to undertake nothing where there was the leaft 
** trouble or fatigue. At laft however, goaded 
*' by ambition, or rather perhaps from a defire to 
•• revenge himfelf upon fome perfbn who he 
*^ thought had not ufed him well, he undertook 
•^ to ferve his old miftrefs, Mary de Medicis, in 
*• fome ftatc intrigues which were very compli- 

• «* catcd. 
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•* catcd, and which required great aftivity. At 
** firft, the fight of that trouble which had always 
^ appeared to him to b^z fo dreadr'ala thing, was 
•* very near making^ him abandon his undertaking; 
•* but getting the better of his fears, he became 
^* fo hardy and fo a<9:ive, that his friends, who 
•* faw him work hard all the day and take no reft 
•* at night, who faw him riding poft upon the 
*f moft execrable horfes, and not caring what he 
^^ ate OF drank, but contented always with what 
^ he found, ufed in joke to aflc him news of the 
♦' Abbe Ru5ellai, pretending not to know what 
*^ was become of him, or what perfon had changed 
*^ iituations with him, or kite what other body die 
^ Abbe's foul had tranfmigrat^d/' 



R E G N A R D. 



THE life of this celebrated French Comk Po€* 
appears to have been a life of real romance. He 
was born at Paris in 1647. ^'^ great paffion 
throughout life was that of travelling. In return- 
ing from Italy to France by an Englifli merchant 
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(hip, he was taken prifoner by an Algerme vcflcf« 
and carried with the reft of the crew to Algiers^ 
where he was fold for a flave to one of the prin- 
cipal perfons of that city. Regnard, being a very 
good cooky was in confequence of his knowledge 
in that very ufeful art taken notice of by his mafter, 
and treated with great lenity. He, was however 
detefied in an * intrigue with one of the women 
of htsmafter's feraglio, and was fenten^d eidier 
to be impaled, or to turn Mahometan. The 
French Conful at Algiers, who had jvift received 
9 very confiderable fum of money to purchafe 
Regnard's liberty, made ufe of it to procure him 
lioth that and his life. Regn^^rd^ again a free man» 
returned to France : having however the go^t d* 
la vie vagabonde (as he calls it) he travelled into 
Flanders and Holland, and from thence to Denmark ; 
the Sovereign of which country advifinghim tovifit 
Lapland, he and two other Frenchmen (whom he 
chanced to meet at Copenhagen) went together 
into Lapland as far as the extremity of the Gulpt^ 
of Borneo, and extended their travels even to 
the Frozen Sea. Stopping here, as they could not 
jgpfTibly go any farther, Reynard had diefe line^ 

^ The principal circumftances of this intrigue Regnard 
has worked up into a Novel called " La Proven ^ale,"* 
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engraved upon a ftone on a mountain near dut 
immenfe repofitory of ice ; 

Callia nos genuity 'uidit nos Africa^ Gangem 
Mattjimus^ Europamque oculh luftravimus ornncm* 
Cqfibus et mariis aRi terrdqtte marique 
Siftimus btc tandem qua nobis defuit orbfs» 

In Gallia born, by fcorching Afric viewed. 
And bath'd in Ganges' confecrated floods 
• We've feen whate'tr of nature and of art. 
To wondering eyes, all Europe can impart ; 
By Fate's kind power enabled to withlland 
The various perils of the Tea and land. 
Here then we ftop, here fix our laft retreat; 
Wh^re the world clofes #n our wandering feet. 

No one feems to have felt more fenfiWy, or 
to have defcribed more forcibly, themiferies of ah 
idle and undefignated life than M. Regnard. In 
fome port in which he was becalmed, he thus ex- 
prefles his fenfations on the fubje£t :— ^« The 
^* whole time in which we were becalmed,*',. fa js 
he, '* was not entirely loft to me. Every day I 
•* went to the top of fome high and pointed rock, 
^< from which the view of the fea, ^nd of the pre- 
^ cipices that furrounded it, correlponded perfedljy 
*^ well with my meditations. In thefe convert- 
** tions with myfelf, I laid open my own felf to 
<f fnyfdf. I endeavoured to difcover, in the very 
N 4 ** inmoft 
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^* inmafl: recefles rf my heart;, the fcntimcnt$ tha| 
** had been before Concealed fron^ me j a^nd I few 
<' them as they: were in reality, and without dif- 
^^ guife. I threw my eyes back upon the agitations 
^' of ray paft life, where I faw defigns without 
*^ execution, and etiterprizes without fuccefs. I 
*^ confidered my prefent ftate of }ifc, my continual 
^* change of {4ace, my conftant though ufclefs 
** travels, and the continual emotions with which 
*' I was h^rrafled, I recognized myfelf but too 
*f well under every one of thefe fituations, into 
f ^ which mere caprice, mere ficklenefs had dire£led 
** me, without being able to allow even my vanity 
f ' and felf-love to tell me anything in my favour. 
f* I then began to make a juft eftim^te of what 
^ I had been doings I became bujt too fenfible 
f^ how contrary all that I had ever done was ^ 
^ the proper bufinefs of life, which coniifts in 
^ quiet and in tranquillity ; and that that happy 
^* ftate of miod is only to be found in fome agrees 
I* able profeffion or bufinefs, which arrefts the 
^^Vhuttian mind in the lame manner as an anchor 
** flops a vpflel in the rpidft of a ftorm. 

*' There is perhaps," adds M. Regnard, *^ no- 

f * thing more difficult in human lifp than the choice 

* f< of a profeiEon. Hence it happens, that there 

ff are fo many perfons who live without any pro^ 

f* fcffion. 
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^ fdHon, and who exift in a perpetual and difgracc- 
" ful indolence, not fpending their time in the 
'* way in which they would wilh to fpend it, but 
** as they have been accuftomed to fpend it, whe- 
" ther from their apprehenfion of difficulty, from 
" their love of idlenefs, or their diflike to labour. 
<* The life of thefe mifcrable perfons is a ftate of 
^ perpetual agitation ; and if, at an advanced 
" period of life, theyfeemed to ,be fixed toany thing, 
•^ it is not the diflike to motion, but their inability 
** to move, that is the caufe of it. Thefe perfons 
^ are continually accufing Fortune of having^ 
** treated them ill: they are continually com- 
** plaining of the badnefs of the times, and the 
** wickednefs of the age. They are continually 
** flying from one place to another, and are never 
♦* pleafed with any. In winter they are too cold, 
•* in fummer they are too hot. If they make a 
•' voyage by fea, they are foon tired of the incon- 
*^ veniencies of being on (hip-board ; if they 
•* travel by land, they are incommoded by duft^ 
^ by bad horfes, by bad inns. If they go to any 
'* place, they are foon tired of it, and go to fomc 
♦* other place. Thus flying ever from tbemfelves, 
*^ they always carry with them their own incont- 
^ ftancy of mind, yet appear to forget that the 
f* f aufe of their wretchedncfs is within ^hemfelves, 

«* and 
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^ and do not remember wlut Horace has Un^ 
*^ zgp told thern^ 

■ I Patria quis exul 

Se quoquefugit f 

tfitts exquifiteljr tranilated by Mr. Haftings, 

What vagrant from his native land 
E'er left himfelf behind > 

One of the moft ftriking pifturcs that was ever 
made of the wretchednefs and mifery of an idle and 
unappropriated life is to be met with in Lord Cla- 
rendon's Dialogue on the Want of Refped due to 
Old Age, in the volume of his Trails, where ho 
gives the following melancholy account of one of 
his country neighbours i 

*^ When I vifited this Gentleman in the mom* 
♦• ing I always found him in his bed, and when I 
** came in the afternoon he was afleep, and to moft 
•* men befidcs myfelf was denied, but was very 
^ willing to be called when I came, and alwajrs 
** received me with cheerfulnefs. Once waUdng 
** with him, I doubted he was melancholy, and by 
•^ pending bis time fo much in his bed, and (b 
^ much alone, that there was fomething which 
<< troubled him, otherwife that it could not be 
<f that a man upon whom God had poured down 
S*^ lb many blelBngs, in the comfort of fo excellent 
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^^ a wife, who had brought him lb many hopeful 
*^ children, and in the poflTei^on of fo ample an 
<* eflate, fliould appear in the courfe of his life, 
^^ and in the fpending of his time, to be fo little 
^* contented as he appeared to be. To whicb^ 
^* with a countenance a little more ere£l and 
^^ cheerful, he anfw^red, that he thought himfelf 
^< the moft happy man alive in a wife, who was all 
^* the comfort he could have in this world j that 
^* he was at fo much eafe in his fortune, that he 
** could not wiih it greater. But he faid, he 
^* would deal freely with me, and tell me, if he 
^* were melancholy (which he fu(pe£ted himfelf 
**. of), what was the true caufe of it : that he had 
** fomewhat he knew not what to do with j his time 
*' he knew not how to fpend, which was the reaibn 
^ he loved his bed fo much, and flept at other 
^' times, which, he faid, he found did already do 
** him no good in his health, I told him, that I 
** had ohferved in his clofet many books finely 
" bound, which I prefumed he might find goo4 
** divertifement in reading. To which he replied, 
?* that they were all French romances, which he 
** had read enough, and never found himfelf the 
*' better, for wantof fome kind of leaning, which 
f* was neceflary to make thofe obfervations which 
f^ might arife even from thefe books ufeful; ai^l 
H be confelTed that he could not read any book for 
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** half an hour together without fleeping, AH 
^ which, he faid with a deep figh, was to be im- 
" puted to the ill education he had bad, which 
*^ made him fpend that time in which he ought to 
*' have laid up'a ftocic of knowledge, which would 
** have made his age delegable to him, in dancing 
" and fuch other trifles, the fkill and perfeftion 
** wherein men grow weary of as foon as they are 
" grown perfeft men, and yet when it is too late 
** to cultivate their minds with nobler ftudies, 
** which they are unapt then to enter upon, be- 
*^ caufe they fee what progrefs much younger men 
*' have made in thoie ftudics before they begin, 
•* and fo chufe rather to flatter themfelves in their 
** ignorance." In the courfe of the narration, it 
appears that the father of this ^unhappy man had, 
from a foolifh notion that his fon might learn fome 
vices at the Englifh Univerfities, fen t him to one 
of the French Academies, where, as himfelf told 
Lord Clarendon, " Truft me, neighbour,'* faid 
he, *^ all that is learned in thefe Academies is 
** riding, fencing, and dancing, befides fome 
<* wickedneflfes they do not profefs to teach, and 
** yet are too eafily learnt, and with difficulty 
<* avoided, fuch as 1 hope our Univerfities are not 
««. infeded with. It is true," added he, " they 
** have men there who teach Arithmetic, which 
f they call philofophy ; and the art of fortification, 

«» which 
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« which tbcy call mathematics ; — - but what 
** learning they have there I might cafily imagine, 
** when he affured me, that in three years which he 
** fpent in the Academy, he never faw a Latin boolc^ 
** nor any Mafter that taught anything there, who 
** would not have taken it very ill to have been 
** fufpefted to fpeak or underftand Latin. Oh 
^ neighbour,'* continued he, " I do promife you, 
** that none of my children fhall have that breed- 
** ing, left when they come to my age, they know 
" not better to fpend their time than I do." 
Lord Clarendon adds, '* that this unhappy Gen- 
** tleman's melancholy daily increafed with the 
** agony of his thoughts, till he contrafted thofe 
*^ difeafes which carried him oft' at the age of 
•* thirty-fix years/" 



SENEGAL 

s 
THIS celebrated French Epigrammatift was 
yalet-de-chambre to Maria-Therefa, the Queea 
of Louis XIV. In early life he had been long 
wavering with refpe£l to the choice of the pro- 
feffion be was to follow; he however, at lafl:, 
very dutifully, and very wifely, deferred to the 

opinion 
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opinion of his Father*, who chofeforhim thepfdi 
feffion of the Law. Whilft he remained in his 
ilate of uncertainty he wrote the following lines i 
to which, from the peculiar neatnefs and felicity 
of expreffion contained in theni, it would be diffi« 
cult to do juftice in a tranflation. 

L'iRRESOLlt. 

Pendant que Luc delibere 
Surce quildoit devenir^ 
Et iil eft bon defefaire^ 
Homme d'eglife 9U d'affaires 
Avocai ou moufquetatre^ 
• Plus vite qu'un fouvenir, 
Le temps a /' aile legert 
Tart^ pour ne plus rev enir^ 
Ses beaux Jours vont iembrunir^ 
Etla vieilleffe s*a'uance. 
Auparanjant qu*il commence 
Jlferoit temps dejinir* 
Flottant dans V incertitude ^ 
Luc refte infenjiblementy 
Inutile egalement 
Pour la guerre^ pour rStude^ 
Le monde ^ lafolitude. 
^ant a moitjeprivois bien 
^e cber chant trop afe connoitre^ 
Ce quilpeut ce quUlveut itre^ 
Enfin Luc nefera rien. 

Senegal 

• On the fubjeft of the choice of a profeffion, Dr. Jobn- 
fon with his ufual fagacity of remark fays, " I have ever 
*• thought thofe happy that have been fixed from the firft 

«dawE 
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Senefai ufed to call cheerfulnefe of temper 
** la beaume de la vie.^^ He wrote fome Memoir* 
of Cardinal dc Ret^, which are now procured 
with difficulty, and which differ in fome refpeSs 
from thofe publi&ed by his Eminence. 



COUNT OLIVAREZ. 

WHEN this Minifter was once reproached by 
his Sovereign Philip the Fourth of Spain, for not 
having done for him what Cardinal Richelieu had 

** dawn of thought to fome ftate of life, by the choice of 
" one whofe authority may preclude caprice, and whofe 
*• in^uence may prejudice them in favour of his opinion. 
** The general precept of confulting the genius is of little 
** ufc, unlefs we can tell how that genius is to be known- 
" If it is only to be difcovered by experiment,- life will be 
** loft before the refolution can be fixed. If any other in- 
" dications are to be found, they may, perhaps, be eafilf 
** difcerned. At leaft, if to milcarry in an attempt be a 
•* proof of having miftaken the direction of the genius, 
'' men appear not lefs frequently miftaken with regard to 
*• themfelves than to others j and therefore no one has 
" much reafon to complain, that his life was planned out 
" by hi^ friends, or to be confident that he fhould have 
** had either more honour •r more happinefs, by being 
^ abandoned to the choice of his own fancy/* 

done 



d by Google 



done for his mafter Louis XTIL and for having 
loft him one kmgdom, that of Pottugal, whilft 
Richelieu had extended the dondnions of Louis; he 
replied, *' The Cardinal, Sire, bad no fcroplcs/^ 
OlivareZjinone thing at leaft, imitated theCardinal* 
He caufed himfelf to be ftiled the Count Duke, 
becaufe Richelieu had taken the title of the Car- 
dinal Duke. Olivarez feems to have made feme 
wife regulations for his country. He freed from 
the charge of public offices, for four years, all 
newly -married men, and exempted from taxation 
all thofe perfons who had fix male children. To 
increafe the population of his country he had re* 
courfe to one very dangerous and fliameful expe- 
dient, he permitted marriages between young peo* 
pie without the confent of their parents. On 
being difplaced from the poft of Prime Minifter, hd 
retired to his eftate at Loches, where, according 
to Vittorio Siri, he died completely of chagrin 
and difappointment. 



G R O T I U S. 

THIS great civilian and this general fcholar is 
thus defcribed by Auberi du Maurier, who was 
intimately acquainted with* him : 

* " Grotius 
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** Gtotius was a very good poet in the Greek 
^ and in the Latin languages, and knew per^ 
«' kStly well all the dead and the living langaageSi 
** He ^as, befides, a profound lawyer, and i, 
^"^ moft excellent hiftorian. He had read all the 
^' good Woks that had ever been publifhed } and 
*' what is aftonifliing, his memory was fo ftrong, 
** that everything which he had once read, Was 
** ever prefent to it, Without his forgetting the 
*' moft trifling circumftance. It has been often 
*' remarked, th^t perfons of great memories have 
** not always been perfons of good and of found 
*^ judgment. Biit Grotius was extremdy ju- 
^< dicioUs, both. In bis writings and in his conver* 
** fation. I have often/* adds Du Maurier, 
** feen this great man juft caft his eye upon a 
** page of a huge folio volume, and inftantaneoufly 
« become acquainted with the contents of it. He 
*' ufed to take for his motto, Hora ruity to put 
** himfelf in continual remembrance that he 
*' fhould ufefully employ that time which was 
*** flying away with extreme rapidity. 

<* Grotius was born at Delft in Holland ; was 
*^ a tali, ftrong, and well-made man, and had a 
•* very agreeable countenance. With all thefe ej^- 
M cellencies of body his mind was ftill as excellent. 
** He was a man of,openncfs, of veracity, and of 
" honour, and fo pcrfeftly virtuous, th^t through- 
vol. II* • 9 " out 
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<^ out his whole life) he made a point of 9^f<AJIin§ 
^ and of deferting men of bad charafter, but of 
<< feeking the acquaintance of nien of worth, and 
*^ peribns dtftinguiflied hj talents, not only of l)i§ 
^ own country, hot of til Europe, wkh whom 
^ he kept iit» an epiftdbry corre^mAenct.'^ 

Grotius efcaped from fise caftle xal liOureftein, 
where he ktti been cmifoed on aeco^mt of hi^ 
tonnedion with the illuftrious and unfortunate 
Bamevelt, by the addre6 of his wife. She wad 
pennitted to iend him bodes, and (he fent dieifi in 
a trunk large enough to hold her hufband. She 
made a pretence to viiit him, and fiayed ia the 
fortreft till her huiband was out of the reach of Ml 
perfecutors. 

Grotius took refuge in France, v^i was aceu« 
ied by fome of his countrymen of intending to 
change his religion and become a Catholic. 
<< Alas,'^ replied he to one of hi§ friends Who 
had written to him on the fubjed,^ ^' whatever 
^ advantage there may be to quit »wtaker party 
*^ that opprefTes me, to go over to a ftronger one 
^< that would receive me with q>en arms, I 
<• truft that I ihaU never be tempted to do fo. 
♦* And fince,** added he, *« I have had cotiriage 
^ enough to bear up under imprifonment, I truft 
<< that I (hall not be in want dfJt to enable me io 
^^ fupport poverty and baiuftmem/' 
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ILoius XIIL gave Gro^aus ^ very cbnfi(ferable 
^yenfiofi. He was, faoweVer, no favourite witM 
bis Minifter, die Cardiiial de Richelieu, whonl 
it is £ud be did not fuftciently flatter for his Ute- 
t2xy tidents, and the penfion Was toon ftoppedi 
GrotiuS) lioweVer, met wilh a proteArefe id 
Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, who made blih 
her Ambfafiador at Paris. Here again he was har- 
rafled by Richelieu, who was angry with him for 
not giving him that precedence ^ a Prince df 
idle Church, to which Grotius thought him&lf 
intitled as a reprefentative .of a crowned head. 
This dignity, hoWeVer, was To little aglreeable to 
a man of Grotiu^'s great and good mind, that 
in a letter which he wrote to his father from 
^aris he telU him, ^ I am really quite tired out 
^* with honouris. A private i^ a quiet life 
^< alone has ch^ums for mei and I fliould be 
** very happy if I were in a fittiation in which I 
^* could only empby myfelf upon works of piety, 
^* and works that might be ufeful to pofterlty," 
His celebrated Wprk upon the Truth of the 
Chriftian Religion, has been tranflated into all 
'Jthe languages of £urope^ and into fome (^ thofe 
iof the Eaftk This great .fchcdar in early life com- 
• po/kd a Devotional Tircatife in Plemifh verfe, for 
ihe ttfe of the Dutch iailors liiat made vopges to 
the Eaft and Weft ladied. 

o X His 
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His countrymen, who bad perfecuted him" fo 
violently in his life-time, ftruck a medal in honour 
of him after his death, in which he is ftiled the 
« Oracle of Delft, the Phoenix of his Country/* 
It may be feen in the ** Hijiotre MedalUque de la 
** Hollandi'!^ and verifies what Horace laid long 
ago, 

Urit etiimfulgorefuOf qui pragra'vat ttrUi 
Infrafe pqfitas : extinSbis amabitur idem* 

The man whofe life wife Nature has defign'd 
'To teach, to humanize, to fway his kind. 
Burns by a flame too vivid and too bright, 

. And dazzles by excefs of fplendid light. 
Yet when the hero feeks the grave's fad ftate. 
The vain and changing people, wife too late. 
O'er his pale corpfe their fruitlefs honours pour. 
Their friend, their faviour, and their guide deplore | 

' And each fad impotence of grief betray. 
To reallumine the Promethean clay. 



S ALMASIUS. 



THE lovers of literature muft much regret 
that M, Lantin, who had converfed a good deal 
with that great fcholar, and man of general 
knowledge, Salmafius, did not make, as he 
had once thought of doing, a « Salmaftana:^ 

Salmafius 
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Salmafius ufed to read and write in the midft of his 
menage^ in company with his wife and children, 
completely unafFeded by their noife. By way of 
fiiving himfelf the trouble of turning the paper, 
he ufed to write upon rolls of paper ; and when he 
wasaflced how near he was to iinifhing any wc^-k, 
he ufed to fay, not that he had fo many fheets, 
but that he had fo many rolls of paper to finiih* 
Voffius tells an anecdote of Salmafius, which (hews 
how high an opinion he entertained of his own 
talents ^d learning. 

*' M. Gaulmin and Mauflkc meeting Salmas* 
*.* fius one day in the King's Library at Paris, 
<< M* Gaulmin faid, I think ^h^t we jthree ^re a 
*f match for all the Learned m^n in Europe taken 
" together. Add to them all, replied Salmafius, 
** yourfelf and M. de.Mauffap, gnd I could bp ^ 
*f match for you ajl." . , . 

« The laft time/' fays M^ Lantin, ^f thajt 
<* S^mafius was at Dijon, 1 had fome ponverfatipo 
*f with him refpe£ling the troubles and the ciyil 
^f war of England between Charles the Fijrft an<l 
*f his Parliament He feem^d to be of the opinioa 
•* of the High Preftyterian party, who feemed tp 
*^ wi(h that the King (hpuld be neither d^pofi^j. 
*f nor brought to the fcafFold, but ^at his power- 
** (hould be in fome refpefts curtailed and re-. 
(f duced. Salmafius thought an union pf the 
03 «* Catholiq 
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f* Ctdidic and of tbc Pfot^fttnt Church tin|»fiii 
*^ ble» and that the plan of Grotitis^ on ^bat 1jA% 
•* jcd would never fucccei*' 

Salmafius wai born at Saumar in France, m the 
town and on die day in which the Dvfos and 
Cardinal of Gutfe wqfe maflacred by order pf 
Henry the Third. On being ^fl^, one dsqr 
when he w^ born, he replied^ in aUufion to the^ 
maflac^n 

Cunt ceciditfcUp Conftd uUr^^e pofu 

' Salmafius ufed to iky, he had once ieen d)t 
Journal of Meyric Cafaubon) which he kept 
i|B Latin ; and that amongft other entries wa^' 
the follp)|i^ng : ^^ Dtus hngy hddii tattllns meus 
*» ferine nuo ftxus eji,*' Ssdmafms had made 
^:<^edion$ for ^ hiftory of the E^uropean for- 
mmes, ijehich he ^d were in general derived 
either from baptifmal names, from the names of 
jtovinces and towns, from the names of tradc^ 
aiid profeffion$, ot from peculiarities of peribn. 

At the time of the death of Cardinal Riche- 
lieu, a friend of Salmafius was ibticiting ^ 
p^nfioo for htm from that Minifter, in order to 
keep in France a perfon of his (Saimafius's) 
talents. Salmafius faid, <' that he believed he 
^t fliould with difficulty be prevailed upon to 
f* receive a penfion from the Court of France, 
V; a$ fo ffiuch time and pains were emplojred in 

** procuring 
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^ procuring tbe pa/ment of it.'^ He (aid^ 
however, '* he would very willingly receive the 
^ profits of fome landed property, if the King 
^< would have the kindne(^ to grant it him;" 
and having afterwards underftood that this offer 
was made him on the condition that he fiiould 
write the hiftoryof the.adminiftration of Riche* 
lieu, he iaid, ^< that he perhaps fliould not deferve 
^ it, as be was not a man to (acrifice his pen to 
^ flattery." 

Madame de Saumalfe was a great flirew, and led 
her hulband a weary life ; fhe however ufed to fay 
of him, ** that he was the heft gentleman amongft 
^ the fcholars^ and the beft fcholar amongft die 
^ gentlemen of his time." 

3almafius, after having quitted France on 
l^count of bis religion, he being a Proteftant, 
refided in Holland. Sorbiere, in a letter to 
M. de Marre, thus deicribes his m^ner of re- 
ceiving his literary friends ; 

* Every Sunday night he had ^ circle of 
^ fifteen or twenty perfons of note j fucb as 
** M. L'Empereur, De Laet, Grotius, &c. whofe 
*^ converiation afforded botfi inftruftion, and. 
•• amufement* The chief part of the time |:hat we 
^ were with him we fat round a great fire, one 
** corner of which he kept to himfelf, and 
^< Ma4ame de Saummfe had the other. Sheocca<» 
04 ♦* ^^9Xii!^^ 
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^ fionally mixed in the converfation, and took 

^* cfpccial care that not one of the company 

** (hould go away without having received a 

** (b^rp word or two from her. Salcnafius.was 

♦' not naturally inclined to talk, but when once 

♦' he began he difplayed a wonderful fertility of 

^* mind, and an immenfe erudition. 1 remember 

*' once, that I took to Salmafiuf* circle a 

" French gentleman who had never feen him ; 

*' and as we were going thither, we agreed to 

*f make him talk about the amufements of the 

*' field. We put him upon that fubjeft, and my 

" friend told me on his return, that himfel^ 

** who was an old fportfman, could not have 

«' talked more pertinently uppn the matter. He 

*' was aftoniflied th^t a man of letters, who had 

** fpent fo m^ch time in his ftudy, and who was 

** befides fo bad a horfeman, had been able to 

•* pick up fuch variety of information upon a 

** fubjeft not peculiarly interefting to him, for he 

*' told us not only what be had been able to get 

** from thofe who had exprefsly written upon 

^* the fubjeil, but what he could not know, 

*• unlefs he had really been upon the ground, and 

^* had himfelf killed a great quantity of game, 

*' Our converfation was often infeftedj'* fays 

gorbiere, " if I may fo ufe the lyofd to ex- 

^f prefs niore ftrongly our indignation, by a 

" Scotch 
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^ Scatch Profeflbr, by name David Stuart, si 
** Regent of a College, who in the dulleft and 
•* moft infipid manner contradi<Sed everything 
** that was advanced ; and this tirefome fellow 
^' made us lofe much of the converfation of Sal- 
•^ n>afius, to whom indeed we afterwards conv* 
** plained, that he, who was in general pretty apt 
<* to be violent on fuch occafions, did not repreft 
•' the pedantry of the Scotch Profeflbr; repeating 
♦* to him, ** Oro qui reges confuevis tollere^ cur 
'* non hunc regem jugulas? Oterum hoc fmhi 
*^ frede tuorum j/?," 

Salmafius, not contented with attacking Milton's 
arguments in defence of the execution of Charles 
the Firft, attacked the Latinity of his verfes. 
He begins his Apology for Charles the Firft ia 
this fingular manner : 

** O ye EngliCh, who tofs about the heads of 
** Kings as if they were tennis-balls, and play at 
*^ bowls with crowns, and treat fcepters with nd 
^ more regard than if they were toys !'*— • 



FJTHER 
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FATHER BOUSSJERES, 

ONE of tbe moft fingular dedications, per^r 
bftps, in the world, is that of this learned MooJds 
I* Parterre HiJIoriqui* to the Virgin M^rfr 
irbom be thus addrefles ; 

f* MAT&I DEI RECIN-« MtJNDJ.^ 

f> To the Mother of God and the Que^n of 
«f the Wor)d. 

** After fuch auguft titles, O great C^^een, | 
f ^ am nearly afliamed to ofFer to you fuch a trifle as 
^ diis book is ; but I have fo ftrong a defire t<^ 
•* let niankind know that I owe you everything, 
*^ that I am tempted to do it, without paying that 
** refpe£l which I ought to do to your greatnefs ; 
^< though in<kedy to fpeak truly, I diminiib not 
^ a tittle of your greatnefs, when I have recourie 
** to your kindneis. Permit me then, Q great 
?* Queen, again tp renew the ofFeri^ig which J 
f^ make to you in cpnfecrating to you the firft* 
*' fruits of my iludies, hoping that this work 
*' of mine (however inconfiderable in itfelf) 
*^ will be in fome degree efteemed by the world 
^ on account of your adorable name, which it 

«< bears 
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f? h^n infcnbcd on Ac firft p»gc of it, and that 
f' the Author chofe exprefely to procure for i$ 
1* ia^ and protcaion." 

f« La Partem Hjfioriqmi^' Lyon^ 1672, 



SEGRAIS^ 

^c Author of the celebrated Romance of 
♦* Zaide,'* who lived in the reign of Louis the 
Thirteenth of France, and in the early part of that 
pf Louis the Fourteenth, fays, " I find myfelf 
** mtich n^ore happy in France under its prefent 
"f* Government, than a Dutchman is with all his 
f* pretended liberty, H^ pays fo many taxes, th^ 
V fuppofing he had fix thoufand Jivres a-year, he 
■f* muft pay two thoufand out of them 5 whilft I, 
*• by paying fometimes for the regifter of my coaat 
f* of arms, and occafionally fome other fmall fum 
♦* for the neceffities of the State, live in peace 
f* and fecurity. A Dutchman has no idea how 
1* any man can bear a Government fo defpotic as 
^ that of France. But with us, at prefent, indi- 
•* viduals are more happy than they were before, 
<* when the leaft bit of a Gentleman would play 
!* the petty tyrant upon his eftate. In our whole 
** Province of Normandy we had only two ot 

** three 
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^ three Noblemen who behavecl themfelves lifcy 
.^* brave and honeft Gentlemen. The reft of them, 
*^ who ufed to tyrannise over their Farmers, and 
.** beat them, are all gone to the Devil. Was it 
** not a (hameful and a fcandalous thtng, that ^ 
^* miferable Counfellor of Parliament had it in 
^* his power to make every-body within twelve 
*« miles afraid of him !'• 

** Cardinal de Retz,'' fays Segrais, *^ told as a 
Cf* truth fomethjng of which I knew pofitively the 
*• contrary. To avojd mentioning that his Emi- 
** nence had told a lie, I obferyed tg hin>, that he 
** ought to do as the late Madame de Montpenfief 
*^ did, who ufed to fay, that (he never told an un- 
^* truth, but that fhe made ufe of her imagination 
^ to fupply the defeft of her memory/* 

** Wh^n J w^s you|ig," fays ^egrais in bU 
Memoirs, '* I was fond of making verfes, and of 
^* reading them indifferently to all forts of perfons, 
** But.l perceived, that when M. Scarron, who 
*' was however my intimate friend, took out his 
** portefeuille, and read me fome of his verfes, be 
'• bored me exceflively, aUhougb his verfes were 
♦t very good. I then began to re^eft, that as my 
*< verfes were not near fo good as his, 1 muft ia 
*^ a greater degree bore my friends (who moft 
*' probably did not like poetry as well as I did); 
^ and I then laid myfelf down a ref Jution, never 

" to 
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** to read my verfes except to thofe who afked me^ 
** and even then to take care that I did not give 
•* them too many of them.** 

Segrais, fpeaking of the difturbances at Paris in 
his time called La Fronde, fays, ** The party that 
^< oppofed the Court had no real reafon for doing 
** fo. It was to them an agreeable amufement, 
^< in which there was a good deal of laughing^ 
** and in which every thing was made fun of in 
« doggerel verfes." Would to Heaven that the 
late Frondeurs in that Country had been as harm* 
Icis and as pleafant ! 



L U L L I. 



THIS great Mufician was one day reproached 
ivith fetting nothing to mufic but the languid verfes 
of Quinault. He ran immediately to his harp^ 
fichord, and after having for a few minutes run 
over the keys in a moft violent manner, and with 
great violence of gefture, fang from Racine'$ 
tragedy of « Iphigenie" the following terrific 
lines: 

Un PrStre environni cTune foulc cruelie 
Forura fur maJilUy uti$ main crmimlle 

Dechkera 
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i^icbirtfa fin fein^ ei d'un aiUurteufr 
Skmsjbn ccsur palpitant confitliera les Dieujn 
"What, ihall a Pried tvith fdcred fury wild^ 
Itxtehd hil riithtets handi upon my child I 
And whilil with ftupid cruelty profound 
THc lovely vi^iir the vile herd furround^ 
fierce her foft boforo, and with curious eye 
The future in her quiteriog heart defcry i 

l4iUi> thiilking htmfelf dyingj fent for his Coti-^ 

fcflbr, who would hot give him abfolutioa unled 

he burnt the laft Opera he had coinpofed> aaa 

which was in manufcript* LuHi dtfputed for 

Ibine tinie, btit all in vain ; at lait bt threw it intd 

the fire before the Prieft^s face, and received ab- 

folution^ On his getting better, the Ptince of 

Conde came to fee him, and told him what a 

Cmpleton he had been to deftroy one of his fineft 

compofitions. <^ Do not Condemn tae^ Sir^ 

^ unheard,'* replied the Mufician to the Prince^ 

^ I knew very well what I was about : I have 

^ another copy." Lulli died at laft of a woun<) 

which he had given himfelf in his foot^ by beating 

time with too much violence with bis cade. Agi*^ 

fated by the extremeft remorfc for the free life 

which he bad led, he ordered himfelf to )^ placed 

upon afhes, and a rope to be put about, his neck^ 

and with tears in his eyes expired, chanting boai 

the " Prrfa Ecdefiajlica** of the Romifli Churcb> 

•• Oh wretched finner, you muft die !** 

Whea 
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When Cardinal d'Eftr^cs was at Rome, he 
praiied Core11i*s Sonatas Very much before that 
cxquifite Author. <« Sir/' replied Cotelli, ^* it 
** diey have any merit, it is becaufe I have ftudied 
^ Lulli.'^ Handel himfelf has imitated LulU 14 
fx>any of his Overtures^ 



M ji L HE R BE. 

THIS great Poet was apt to be a little cauflfl^f 
In converiadon. Some one was talking beiforfif 
him of the nobility of his family* ^' Alas 1 my 
^ good friend,'* replied he, ** it is in the power 
•* of one woman to taint the blood of Charlemagne 
** himfelf/* Speaking one day of the wicked-* 
nefe of mankind, he faid, *' Why, when there were 
•^ only three or four perfons in the world, one of 
« them kiUed his brother/' 

Malherbe, though perhaps the firft good poet 
^t France ever produced, thought fo flightly of 
the merit of his prodtiAions, that he ufed to Czff 
** a gocd poet was of no more ufe to a State than 
•* a good player at quoits/' He obferved, ** that 
^ the tcft of good verfi^s was, when they were 

*• got 
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" got by heart." Every one remembers hU 

celebrated ftanza upon the certainty of death: 

La pait*vre en fn cabane 
Efljujttafi Ifj'iXj 
t Ei la garde que i/iclle aux banieres de Lbuure^ 

ITtn chfcnd pas nos Ro/s, 



BOUCHARDON. 

A MORE unbiaflld and more Unequrvoc^i 
teftimony was never afforded to the merit of tlid 
Iliad of Homer, than that given by this fculptor. 
By fome accident he ftumbled on the old miferabld 
tranflation of Homer into French verfe, and the 
images which it fupplied to a man of his ardant 
imagination ftruck him (6 forcibly, that he tolcJ 
one of his friends foon afterwards, '' I met the 
*' other day with an old French book that I had 
" never feen before. It is called Homer's Iliad, 
** 1 think, I do not know»how it iis, but fince I 
** have read it, men appear to me to be fifteen feet 
** high, and I cannot get a wink offleep at night/* 
D'Alembert, who mentions this* anecdote^ fays, 
that he once heard an artift talk nearly the fam« 
language to him, " and who," adds he, " in fpeaking 
*' like Bouchardon^ did not fpeak after him." 

Th« 
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^he Tpeech of Bouchardon td hie friend re^[>e3ing 
JEiooier, engaged the celd>nited Cbyht Cayks lb 
Tet about a litd^ work, of great ufe tb painters 
asid to fculptors, entitled^ *^ Tableaux iiriiS 
««,^iKw«fr^/'oiaavo.-i^^* Subjefts for Artifts, 
^ taken from the IKad and tbeOdyfle)r of Homeh'' 



-^iiimmmt^Km 



PASCAL 

tJdiibU^ i diking mftahce of the earlieft de>* 
Agnation of thii human mind to a particiilair puiv 
iUit) and the futili^ of an attempt to thwart and 
i^reft it. Pafcal's £ither was x man of fcience> 
and was occafionally vifited by the great matbe- 
matictans of hi& cbuntry. Pafcal> who was then 
quite a child, was prefent at their viiits, and heard 
their converfadon). which chiefly turned upon 
icience^ and more particularly upon that which 
they proiefled. He was very attentive to what they 
iaid, and conceived fuch a paffion for mathematics, 
dmt he prirfled his father very much to permit him 
to ftudy them. This the father refufed, as think- 
ing it l>etter that his fon's early years ihould be 
givm to die knowledge of the Greek and Ladn 
languages ) and put out of his way all die books 
he might happen to have that treated of mathe« 
youu. r madcs* 
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maticSi Palcal (then eleven years of ag«), ikthi§ 
leifur^ hours, ufed to retire t6 an upper chamber 
in his father's houfe, l«rhcre he employed hlmielf 
in tracing, with fiind upon the floor, the figures 
of triangles, of parallelograms^ of circles, &c. 
Without knowing the names of thrtn. *« There he 
•' compared/* fitys his Biographer (Madame du 
Perrier, who was his fifter), ^^ their fevend relations 
'* and proportions ; and by degrees, without the 
<< leaft affiftancd of any kind whatever, came to 
** conclude, that the exterior angle of every 
^^ triangle is equal to xYittwo interior andoppofite 
•^ angles, and that the three interior angles of 
« every triangle are equal* to two right<^angles, 
^< which is the jad Propofition of the Firft Book 
^^ of Euclid* This and the feveral intennediatelj 
^* neceflary Propofitions he was able clearly to 
*^ demonfirate, making ufe of the terms rondznd 
*' barre, &c. inftead of circle and line (for as yet 
*< he was ignorant of the common appellations of 
^* tfaofe lines), and grounding his reafoning on 
** definitions and axioms whicli himfelf had 
*• verified. He was thus employed when his 
<* fether burft in upon him, who difcovering what 
^^ he was about, and the progrefs and refdlt of his 
<< exertions, remained for fome time quit^ infeh- 
*^ fible, equally furprized and pleafed, * and ran to 
<' QX» Qi bis inumate friends to tell himi what be 

i <« bad 
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*^ had feem He afterwards Encouraged hisfba 
^^ iii the purfuit df his favourite ftudy with fuch 
« fucceis, that at the age of fixteen young Paical 
*^ had compofed his cdebrated Treatiie upon 
«• Conic SedionSfc" 

Pafcal was perhaps one of the beft men that ever 
livedo his time was beftowed on works df piety 
and utility, and his money was expended on thofe 
who had occafion for his affifiance. His Pro« 
vincial Letters will immortalize him as on& 
of die fineft writers that the French hftve ever 
pofTeiTed. One knoWs not which to admire moft 
ih them, his depth of learning, his ftrength of 
reaibning, the delicacjr of his fatire, or the puHty 
of his intention. In his ** Penfiesy* with an 
honefty perhaps only pardonkble in a matt of his 
known virtue and fimplicity, be fays, '* I am alked, 
'* If I do not repent that I have written the 
*' Lettres Provincsalcs f I anfwer, diat fo far from 
^^ repenting that I have. written them,. I would, if 
*^ I were to write them over again, make them 
<^ ftill ftronger. I am then afked^ Why I have 
** mentioned the names of the Authors from whom 
<^ I have taken all the abominable poiidons which 
*< I have quoted in them I I anfwer. That if I 
'< were in a town where there were twelve (prings 
^^ of water, s^d I was certain that one of them 
pa «♦ bad 
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«< bud been poifoned, I fliouM think myfielf pU^^^ 
«^ to advUis die inhAbitami not tp get thjeir watjcr 
'^ at tbat fpring i aod as wbat I biA mi^t be 
** tikea for a matter of mere imagiii4tipo« 1 flloidd 
<* think myfelf obliged to tell the name of die 
^ perlbn who poifoned the (pring, rather than fufier 
^^ the inhabitaatf of the town to be poiibned.'* 

la fpeaking of EpigramS) with what goodne6 
of heart, and with what honht^nmuj he fays, 

, '< The Spigram of Martial on fkort-figbted 
^ p^rfons is good for nothing. It does not con* 
«< f9k diems and it (hews only the wit of die 
M writer. AU di^ makes oi>ly for the writei; is^ 
•* good for nothing*— *-<7»i^i>/^ ruidft orna^ 
*^ mnt4u^^Oti% fhoitld endeavour to pleafe only 
^^ thofi; diat poffi^ls fendments of hnmanity and 
^* kind^^ apd nqt perions of a cru^ and bar« 
•* toous dilpofitioi^" 

Pafoal^ ia die latter part of bis life, retired to 
ibat illi^rious iemioary of fcience, learning 
and pieiy^ Port Royal. Many, of the perfons tbat 
cpmpded it were men. of learning and of rank, 
who thought it right to follow fome trade or n»- 
Bufiifhirey and perform fome manual (^leradon 
Ipr dip good of their fouls^ ftf well as for that of 
their bodier; diinking widi the celebrated Abbi 

dtt 
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3u Ranee, the diictplhrarian reformer of the fr- 
ifious Abbey of La Trappe, that manual lsd)otdr 
was the firft puniQiment inflicted upon fin, a pro* 
per cxercife for the condition of a penitent^ and ^ 
moft poweriFul means of (an£tiiication. 

Pafcars emploj^meht wias that of a maker of 
wooden ihoes ; this gave rife to the following 
witticifm of Boileau : A Jefuit having one day 
afked Boileau with a iheer, whether his good friend 
Palcal was making flioes at Port Royal : ** Je m 
*• y^<j/V fas s*tlfait a prefent des foulters^ mats je 
** ffais biin qu*il vous a poujji un bonne hotte^^ 
was the fatirift's reply. 

Pafcal had, in common with many Other learned 
men, fome weakne/Tes, upon which humanity will 
ever drop a tear. A book has been written upon 
the quackery of learned meni and in the opinion 
of the prefent learned apd excellent Father Qf 
Medicine in this country (a Charader as fuperior 
to frailty as to vice), an entertaining book might 
be made of the follies of learned men. His name 
moft afluredly would never enter into the compo* 
fition of it: the work would at leaft confole the ' 
ignorant and the fbolifl)* 

Pafcal) like many excellent and ftudious men, 

ieems to have had a horror of poUdcs. << In a Re- 

** pablicanGovernment,as that of Yenice^ it would 

^\^z greatcrimc,"fiiyshe,*« tOattebipt to introduce 

p 3 «* a Kingi 
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•^ a King ♦, or to opprcfs the liberty of any people 
<^ to whom God has given it. In a Monarchical 

* Gui du Four de Pibrao, the celebrated Author of t^Q 
<^atrains, feems to be of the fame opinion ; 

June i^^iat iel qu£ tu /f voii itre ,• 

ffil tft Royal, cume la Rofata^i 

S*il ne Vefi pointy fU eft Communaui^t 

Aime4e aujfii quand Dieu ty a fait naiire. 

Whatc'er its Qovexnment^ thy Country love ? 
Thy lawful Monarch willingly obey ; 
And let the State thy ready homage prove. 
Should Few or Many bear the fovereign fway | 
Convinced that God*s paternal care 
Has thought it ^t to place thee tHere« 

No oqe <;an fufpe^ this great man of fervility and pail^ve 
ebedienccy when the following Quatrain, written by him| 
prevented his being madf Chancellor of France ut[ide? 
Henry the Third : 

Je bat's (es mots de fuifftmce ahfihe^ 
J)e flein pouvoift de propre moievement ^ 
Aux faints decrcts^ ik ont premierement 
JPuis i nos Loix la puiffance toUue^ 

TThcfe words of «* power fqp^cme and fovereign wiU^ 
My mind with honed indignation fill ; 
For words like thefe have hurt Religion's caufe, 
Deftroy'd all reverenco for her facred laws ; 
Have JK^jur'd pallia'^ Monarch's temperate fws^y 
^4 XpAA% ^is fubjeds as ^ flaves gbey. 
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*^ Government, it is not pofSble to violate the 
*^ refped that is owing to the Sovereign^ without 
^^ a fpecies of facrilege. Befides," adds this 
great- man, " a civil war, which is the general 
*^ confequence of the akeration of a form of 
*^ government, being one of the greatefl crimes 
<< that can be committed againft the happinefs of 
^ mankind^ it is impoflible to fpealc againft it 
<^ widi too much indignation/' Pafcal fubjoins 
in a note with great funplicity, ** I have as great 
«f a dread of this crime as of murder and of rob* 
^* bing on the highway. There is nothing, I fgn 
^i fure^ diat is more contrary to my nature than 
<< this crime, and to cotpipit wlMch I ibould bf . 
<* lefe tempfe<J." 



GODEJU, 

BISHOP OF VENCB| 

ufed to (ay, th^t to compoTe, was an Author's 
Heaven; to ccrred bis Works, an Author-s 
Purgatory j but to correft the Prcfs, an AuAor's 

mi 

r 4 louis 
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lOUIS WB FOURTEENTH, 

FROM z^ conveifadmi t)i«. great Pnoce of 
Cond^ had D^h this Prinpe whtn be wa^ vwcy 
young, t^ (aid of hin) to Cardinal Maxari]i|' 
*^ There is ftuff enough in him to make thnee 
<i King» at)d pne l^qeft man." Tte ^^^^^i? ^4 
(ervility of his fubje^ deftroyed i^ Xxmis the 
^ngly (Alt of his chara&er^ that of the ^>nd^ 
man remained^ as Loi^iii was fqppofed^ . during his 
yaill long reign> never to -have broken any pro-; 
inife which he. bad made, nor ever-tti^ hav^ be* 
tmyed ' a- iecret confided to hiofu . - 

Louis, from a very early agp, appeal^ to have 
^n modeft and prudent. Segrais iays, that wh^ 
this Monaroh yrm abwt iey«nteec| years^f age, he 
followed him and his brother, the Duke of Orleans, 
put of the play-houfe, and that ^e heard the Puke 
aflc the King, what he thought of, the play they 
bad juft then been feeing, and which had been v^ell 
received by the ai^ditiice. ^\ Brotjicr)" relied 
iLouis, ^ do not you know that Lnever pretend 
'f to give my opinion OQ anvthing . d^t ^ ^ nof 
S* perfedly underftand |" 

In Peliflbn*s Works there ^f^e fome notes of a 
f:onyer(^tion that palle4 between Louis, three no«; 
^l^mer^ a^dhimfclf, at the fiege of jpilje in 1667. 
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X^ouis, after mentioning the difficulties and dan* 
gcrs that had occurred during the fiege of this town, 
^dds, ^ All tjiefc cfrctfrnftanccs have only ferved to 
^render my courage ftrongcr; and as they^are 
H in general kno^n to my army, I was afraid that 
^* diey would intimidate my fddiers ; and feeing 
** that ow fuccefs would depend upon our extreme 
u vigilance and a^ivity, and in our preventing 
•* the inhabitants of the place from becoming 
?* fddiers» which they would 4o, if they were tQ 
^ gain ti^e leaft advantage over us^ I thougb| 
^ that there was nothing biit my example, and 
?*' that of my Officers, and of my Nobility, that 
*^ could inljjire my army v(rith an extraordinary 
*f courage, tfiat at firft aftoni&cd the elicmy. Oi^ 
i* thefe accqunts, I have t>een anxious that my 
U prefencc fhoxM animate every aftion of my 
?*• foMiets ; aqd that nothing whateycr might eP? 
^* cape me, I haye paffcd every night with the ad- 
f* vanced guard, at the head of my fqiiadrons, an4 
^ I have fpent every day in the trenches^ fo that 
f* if the enemy wiftjcd to make any attempt upon 
f ' my lines, or thought fit to n^ake any fortie fron\ 
f* the tmm^ I might haye been prepared to charge 
f* upon them with all my Court. 'J'hefe then are 
f ' the true r^ons that hAv^ made me appear per- 
f* haps a little moreafUve at the head of my army 
V ^an ^ King ought to be (who had not all thefc 
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^ motives), and in my fituation I am better pTeafed 
^ with being a little too ra(b» \^ben I fee the 
^ enemy, tban with being a little too prudent. 
*♦ Yet ftill you fee the enemy have fo far re^fted 
«* my perfon hitherto, that they have not yet fired 
^' at me, as they could eafily have done^ and I 
*^ hope that God will yet preferve my life a long 
*^ time> for the good of my kingdom, and that I 
•* may live to acknowledge yoiw fervicesand youc 
•^ friendOjip." 

** I know .well,'* added Louis, ** that <jalumny 
•• attacks th^ perfons of Icings as well as thofe of 
^ other men} and though its arrows are more 
^ concealed,, they do not &il to penetrate the. 
" heart of ?very Sovereign, when they are only 
^ defended by the external majrks of royalty, 
•* When a KJ.ing is pl9ale4 wi|h bg^ring himfelf 
•* continually praifed, and when. bis heart is ^s^ 
** little nice as his ears, he is not unufually the 
^ only perfon in his kingdom that is fatisfied with 
« bunfclf. Our facred perfon alone does not ren- 
*^ der our reputation iacred j and though I know 
** very well, that tb^re ought to be a gr<5at deal of. 
" difference between the courage of a King and 
^< that of a private perfon, oi|r go(^ afiiom and 
*' our virtues can alone infur^ us iipmprtality* 

'^ Kings are more cruelly treated vvith r^fppft 
*^ to their condud than otheir meni as tjjeir hearts 

« are 
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^* are not, like their aftions, expofed to the eyes 
«* of their fubjedts. SubjeSs in general judge 
«* of the adions of Princes from their own inte- 
« refts and their own paffions, and very ra*ely 
** according to candour and juftice. Thus it hap- 
** pens that Kings are often blamed for what 
** they ought to be praifed, and when perhaps, to 
<* perform their duty properly, they are forced to 
** facrifice everything to the good of their people, 
** I have always thought, that the firft virtue in a 
<' Sovereign is that of firmnefs of mind, and that 
^* h« (hould never permit his refolution to be 
** {haken either by blame or by praife ; and that 
^* to govern well the kingdom entrufted to his 
** care, the happinefs of his fubjeSs Ihould be 
<* the pole to which his aftions fliould point, 
*• without taking the leaft notice of the ftorms 
<* and the different tempefts. that may agitate his 
f« fliip.** 

Louis, when he was thirty-three years of age, 
wrote fome direftions for his fon (le Grand Dau^ 
phin^ as he was called), which are preferved in the 
King's Library at Paris. Peliflbn is fuppofed to 
baye correSed them. They begin thus : 

** You will find nothing, my fon, fo completely 
f laborious as great idlenefs, if you have the mis- 
f* fortune to fall into that yice ; difgufted in the 
# 6fft place with bufmefs, afterwards with your 

<• plea- 
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•* plcafurcs, and at laft with die idleiiefe iefdf, artd 
** looiting in vain for that which ybu can never 
" find, the fwcets of repofe and of leifure, with*- 
<^ out (bme occupation or fome fetigiie that muft 
•' always precede that happy ftate. ' 

** The principal bufinefs iof a King is to Ifet 
** goodfenfe have fair play in everything. Good 
•< fenfe adh naturally, and without any great c^rt, 
** What employs us properly is very often at- 
^ tended with lefs fatigue than that which would 
*• merely amufe us, and the utility of it is always 
** evident, >V King can haVe no iatisfiwSlion equal 
♦* to that of being ftble \o obferve every day ho^ 
•' much he has increjifed the happinefs of his fiib^ 
•* jefts, and how thofe excellent projedts fucceed, 
f* of which himfelf gave the plan and the dcfign.- 
/» >* Confider after all, my dear fo;!, that we not 
** only are deficient in gratitude and in juftice, 
f* but in prudence and in good fenfe, when we do 
** not pay the proper degree of veneration to tha^; 
f* Being whpfe vicegerents (^H^ut^ngn^) only w? 
f^ are/' 

In thefe obferyations the natural good fenfe an4 
good intentions of the Monarch break out, in 
^ite of the wretched and confined education 
which Ma^arin gave him, in ordei* com^Jetely tq 
govern him, and of which he and his people txt^ 
afterwards felt Jhc ill effed^ Abbe de Longuerue 
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fays oi Louis, ^*.that he was naturally a- great 
<* friend of juftice, and of good intentions, but 
^* ^t he was extremely ignorant in matters of 
«^ fcience and of literature j" or, as h^ puts it more 
ftrongly, ** iV ne ffavoit rien de ri4tt. So," fayS 
he, ^^ his Majefty was continually deceived* He 
•* was really afraid of men of parts. // cralgnli 
*^ Us efprlu^ that was his expreiEon. A Fprcign 
" Minifter,'' adds the Abbe, " ufed to fay, that 
<< there were moft affuredly in Louis the Four- 
** teendi's time many men of merit in France, 
<< but. that r^Uy he never faw one. of them in 
«« place." 

Louis had a violent pafCon for building, and 
preferred, it feems, the marfhy and low fituation 
of Ver(ailles to the dry and elevated Ate of St<# 
Germain, that he might not fee from his windows 
the fteeples of the Royal Abbey of St. Denis, in 
which his predeceflbrs had been buried, and in 
which himfelf was to reft. How mortified would 
this Prince have been, had he known, that in all 
the public and private edifices taken together 
which he had caufed to be built, there are, accor- 
ding to the calculation of a celebrated Scotch 
Antiquary at Rome, fewer cubic feet of mafonry 
dian in the fingle fabric ereSed by a Roman 
Emperor, the Amphitheatre of Vefpafian* 

Louis 
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Loni^ bad the t^erit of knowing bis own igtfa» 
r^ce in literary iliatters i for wben once on hi^ 
^aflage to the Army in FlanderSj he had occaiiorf 
to fpend fome time at a fmall Abbey of Beriedi£lins^ 
the Prior talked to his Majefty ibout the charter* 
it contained. <« Alas, Sir/' replied Lotlis, " yoil 
•* are much to6 learned fci* nle J My coufin dief 
*• Prince of Conde will be here in a few days i 
«* you may tell all this to him j he is the Doftoi' 
«* of ouf family." 

Louis one day aflced Racin^^ who was the French 
writer that had done moft honour to his reign* 
Racine replied, ** Moliere, Sire.** •* I did not 
•* think fo," anfwered Louis, *' but you are a 
*^ better judge of thefe matters than I am.'* 

As Louis's walk was ditf^rent froni that of his 
Courtiers, (b was his pronunciation* Pranfois^ 
the name oi his fubjeSs, he always pronounced like 
die name of the Saint. 

Louis, on hearing fome public Speaker make ufe 
of thefe words, *' Le Roi et FEtatj* exclaimed 
loudly, " VEiat ! c*eji Moi." And well indeed 
might he make that exclamation ; for wheii, in the 
diftrefles of his kingdom, in the latter part of his 
fife, he confulted the Doftors of the Sorbonne 
whether he might raife taxes by his own authority^ 
without the formality of their being regiftered by 

the 
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the Parliaments of bis kingdom, they anfvirered in 
the affirmative* 

In an Infcrtption under fats ftatue he was thus 
ftiled : *' The glory of Kings, the delight of the 
*^ human race, the terror of his enemies, the idd 
^^ of his fubjeds, and the admiration of all." 



nihil eft y qmd credtre dcfc 



Hon polpt^ cum laudatur Diis aqua pot efim, 

• Ye (hamclefs flatterers of a, mortal** pride. 
Your Monarch's power with that of Jove divide 
Crulh'd by his dire and arbitrary fway, 
Yourfelvcs (hall curfe th* idolatry ye pay. 

Segraifi fays, ** that fome young Noblemen^ 
** who were about the perfon of Louis the Four- 
•* teenth, were talking one day before him (^i^en 
<^ he was about eleven years old) of the defpotic 
•* power of the Emperors of Turkey, and what 
•• great things they did in confequence of it/* 
** Aye/* faid the young Prince, '* this may be 
<« called reigning indeed." The Marlhal d'Ef- 
tr6es, who happened to be prefent, faid, ** Your 
^< Majefty perhaps does not know, that even in 
^^ the cOurfe of my Irfe I have known three or four 
*< of thefe Emperors put to death by the bow- 
^« ftring." Marfhal de Villeroi, Governor to the 
young King, immediately arofe from his feat, went 
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tip to d^Eftp^es, and thanked him for the ex&tlUnt 
leflbn which he had given to his rojal pupiK 

Louis feems to have had one part of an honeft 
and ingenuous mind: he waft inclined Co fakc^ 
adirice^ tod toaltiei; his condu£k when he was con^^ 
ifinced it was Wrongs His perfon was very beau- 
tiful, and he was very fond of e^biiiag it. He 
very often danced upon the ftage of Verfailles irt 
ffme of Quinault's Operas. Racine, in die Tra- 
gedy of Britanilicusi bad the boldnefs and the kiad- 
i^efs to (ay of Nero^ 

IlfXtelle a conduire un char dans fa carrier e^ 
A difputer des prix indignes defcs mains ^ 
Afe donner iui'mifne enfpeBacU au Komalnu 

With futile (kill Idd ill-direded grace» 
He pants to outftrip the chariots id (be racCl. 
Cazed at by ihiUions of plebeian eyes, 
^rdm his own fubje^s hands he feekl the priie | 
A pHze that but proclaims the vi^^dr's ihame ; 
How far below a Monarches nobler aim 1 

The judicious Monarch took the hint, and iievef 
afterwards appeared upon the ftage. 

Louis, who had excellent natural fenfe^ and who 
Was by no means fanguinaty^ was moft pfobably 
led into the cruelties which he permitted to be 
exercifed againft his Proteftant fubje£lst by his 
£inatical Chancellor Le Tellier, and his Confeflbr 
of the fame name \ for in the InftrU£lions to tus Son 

before 
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l)efore mentioned in this Article, he tells him, ^^ It 
^^ appears to me, myfon,tliatthofeperfonswhowifli 
** to employ extreme and violent meafures do not 
^^ underftand the nature of thisevU, occafioned, in 
** part, by the heat of the imagination ; which 
^' fliould rather be fufFered to die away^ and to ex- 
<< tinguifli itfelf infenfibly^than to be inflamed afrefli 
'^ by ftrong oppoiition; more particularly when the 
*« corruption is not confined to a fmall number 
^* of perfons who are known, but difFufed through 
*< all parts of the State* And befides, thefe Re- 
*** formers fpeak truth upon many fubje^. The 
** beft method, the», to reduce by degrees th^ 
^* number of the Huguenots in my kingdom, was 
^< moil certainly not that of continually harraffing 
^' them Wfth fome new and rigorous edi£t.'' 

" Opujcules Literair^Sy** Paris 1767, 

Louis> who affeded to ftyle himfelf ** Le Doyen 
** des Roisj** the Father of the Kings of his tim^ 
en account of his age, and the number of years 
in which he had reigned, iifed occafionally to make 
this very melancholy obfervation : ** When I be- 
'^* ftowa favour, I make one perfon ungrateful, 
^ and nineteen perfons difcontented,'' 



ro*. II. o DUKE 
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BUKE OF ORLEANS, 

BROTHER OF LOUIS THE rOURT£ENTH. 

ABBE DE LONGUERUE thus defcribes 
this Prince : 

** He was continually talking, without everfay- 
** ing anything. He never had but one book, his 
" mafs-book, which his clerk of the clofet ufed 
** always to carry in his pocket for him." 

He was a Prince of greater bravery than his 
brother, and in engagements expofed his perfon 
much more. This made Louis fay one day to 
him, after a battle, " A^onfrere^ vous voulez done 
•* deventr faca terreJ'* The celebrated Mothe^ 
le Vayer was Preceptor to this Prince. His fon, 
the Abbe de Vayer, printed in 1670 a tranflation 
of Florus into French, made, as he faid, by this 
Prince. It was moft probably the work of the 
Preceptor, 

The Duke of Orleans married Henrietta-Maria, 
fifter of Charles the Second. His brother, after 
the moft ftrift inquiry that he was able to make 
into the death of that accomplifhed Princefs, was 
perfectly convinced that the Duke of Orleans was 
«ot ia the fmalleft degree implicated in it, 

MJDAME 
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MADAME BE LA VALIEREi 

YHIS beautiful and gentle-minded womari 
Teems, differently from the other Miftrefles of that 
Prince, to have loved the man and not the Sove- 
reign, in Louis the Fourteenth, When the death 
of the fon flie had by that Monarch was announced 
to her, " Alas,'* faid flie, ** I have greater rea- 
*^ fon to be grieved for hit birth than for his 
^ death !'* Many years before (he died (he retired 
hito the Convent of the Carmelites at Paris, where 
fhe endeavoured t6 expiate her faults by the ruded: 
and moft ekemplary penitehce. Not long before 
{he expired, (he exclaimed, after having refufed 
every confolation that was offered her, ** It is fit 
*' that fo great a fmner as myfelf (hould die in the 
•* greateft torments." 

Whilft (he was in the Convent (he wrote a fmall 
devotional Treatife, entitled, *' Refle6lions upori 
•* the Mercy of God." The elbqutnt BofTuet 
preached the fermon upon her taking the veil, at 
which were prefent Louis the Fourteenth's Queen 
ind all the Court. He took his text from the fol- 
lowing paffage in the Apocalypfe : " And he thai 
" fat upon the Throne faid^ I will renew all things,** 
<l^% The 
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The celebrated pidure of the Magdalen, painted 
by Le Brun for the Convent m which Madame 
de La Valiere redded, has been fizdfely fuppofed to 
have been that of this beautiful and fincere penit^t. 
The features are en^rely dxifimilar. 



MADAME DE MAINTENO^. 

ABBE DE CHOISY dedicated hfe Tranfla^ 
tion of Thomas-a-Kempis to this celebrated ladj^^f 
with this motto from the Pfelms :' 

<< Hear my Daughter, and fee, and incline ^int eai^ 
'< and the King (hall defke thy beauty*'" 

The edition was foon fuppt^f&d# 

Madame de Maintenon ufed to lay of herfel^ 
*^ I was naturally ambitious. I fought s^atnft 
*< that paffion. I really thought that I (hould btK 
•* happy, when the defires that I had were 
*< gratified. That in&uation lafted only ^e^ 
•« days.'' 

^^ Alas,'' &ys (he, in one of her letters to her 
niece, ^^ why cannot I give you my experknce t 
^ why cannot I (hew you h^w die great are de- 

•* voureA 
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« vottred by iHnuu and with what difficulty they 
•* get through their day? Do not you fee that I die 
** of mifery in a fituation fo much beyond my 
** rooft extravagant wilhes? I have been young 
^* and pretty, and was a general favourite. In a 
<* more advanced age, I fpent my time in culti- 
** vating my underftanding by reading and by con- 
*' Veriation. At laft I hav* procured the fevour 
•* of my Sovereign, and I can aflure you that all 
^ thefe different fituations leave a terrible void in 
<' the mind/' 

" Could anything," fays Voltaire, " undeceive 
** mankind with refpeft to ambition, this letter 
« would have that effed," 

Madame de Maintenon one day afked Louis the 
Fourteenth for fome money to diftribute in alms. 
** Alas, Madam,'' replied that Prince, «< what 
^' I give in alms are merely fre{h burthens upon my 
*♦ people. The more money I give away, the 
<• more I take from them." *♦ This," Sire, is 
^ true," retried Madame de Maintenon, ** but 
** it is right to eafe the wants of thofe whom 
^^ your Ibrmer taicet to iiipply tb^ expences of 
H your wars and of your buildings have re* 
<< duced to mifery* It is truly juft that thofe who 
H have been ruined by yoii ihould b^ fupported 
« by you." 

^3 Madamt 
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Madame cle Maintenon was moft afluredly maN 
ried to Louis. She furvived him fome years, and 
the Regent Duke of Orleans took care that the 
penfion the King had left her (hould be regularly 
paid, 

Peter the Great, when he came to Paris, was 
very anxious to fee Madame de Maintenon. She 
was very infirm, and in bed when he vifited her. 
He drew afide the curtains to look at that face 
which had captivated her Sovereign. A blu(h 
o'erfpread her pale cheeks for an inftan^ The Czar 
retired. 



MAS^E DE FER. 

THE following account of this celebrated 
perfonage is given on the authority of M. Falconet, 
a learned and eloquent Counfellor of the laft Par- 
liament of Dauphine. 

"In the manufcript Memoirs of M« de h 
•* Reinterie, lately in the poffeflion of die Marquis 
W de Mefraon-Roman, at Paris, M. de la Reinterie 
*' fays. That when he commanded in the fortreft 
'* of Pignerol, a prifoner who was confined ii^ 
*^ the citadel of that place one day (hut the door 
** of his room with great violence upon the officer 
•* who waited upon hun> and ran immediately 

*^ dpwn 
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** down ftairs, in order to efcape from his confine- 
** ment : he was, however, flopped by the centinel 
*' at the bottom of the ftairs. The officer in the 
** mean time cried out from the window, that the 
*^ pri.foner was making his efcape, and requefted 
** the affiftance of the garrifon. The officer upoa 
<^ guard immediately came up ^nd laid hold of the 
*^ prifoner, who was fcuffling with the centinel. 
'^ The officer drew his fword, when the prifoner 
** cried out, in a very commanding tone of voice, 
" Songez a ce. que vQusfaites^ Monfteur : Re/pec* 
'^ tez Ufang de vos Souverains—'Tzkc care what 
** you do. Sir : Rcfpedl the Wood of your Sove- 
*< reigns. In the mean time the officer who had 
** been locked in came down ftairs, and, on hear- 
*^ ing what the prifoner had faid, put his hand upon 
** his mouth, and defired all the perfcns prefent 
*.* never to mention what they had heard him fay ^ 
** who was immediately recondufted to his old 
*^ apartment, and guarded with more care than be- 

♦^ M; de la Reinterie fays, that he told the ftory 
*^ to a few confidential perfons about the Court 
.<« of Verfailles, whofe names he mentions in his 
** Memoirs, and that, except to them, he always 
M preferved the moft profound fecrecy of this very 
*f extraordinary circumftance." 

<^+ qqfsBERT 
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COLBERT. 

SOON after this great Minifter came into tho 
management of the finances of France, be fent for 
the principal merchants of that kingdom, and> tq 
ingratiate himfelf with them, and to acquire their 
confidence, afked them what he could do for tbem« 
They unanimoufly replied, '^ Pray, Sir, do no-p 
** thing ! Laijfez-nous faire^r'Only let us do {or 
** ourfelves.'* 

M. D'Argenfon fays, that a perfon Mnknown to 
M. Colbert requeued an audience of him, as hav« 
ing foniething of great importance to communicatee 
to him. Being admitted to fe^ M. Cdb^t, he 
with great gravity advifed him to encourage tb^ 
trade and manufactures of his own country^ which 
was large enough to fupply itfelf and the otber 
countries of Europe with what they wanted, and 
to give up all the French colonies in the £aft smd 
Weft Indies to the Dutch and the Engliih, wbo had 
very little territory of their owp. Colbert did not 
deign to make any reply, but turned hi& cxtraor- 
^nary counfellor put of the room. 

Colbert ordered Ch^pelaiu, the Ai^thor of die 
Epic Poem of the ", Pualky* to make him out a 
lift of the men of learning and talents in France 

who 
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who either wanted or defervcd penfions from the 
Sovereign, and at the end of each name to append 
die character of their merit* Moliere was thus 
defcribed : — *' He is acquainted with the true cha- 
** rafter of comedy, and be executes it naturally. 
" The ftory of his beft pieces is in general imi- 
^^ tated from others, but imitated with judgment* 
^ His plots are good, and he has only to avoid 
*< buffoonery." 

Of that elegant, voluminous, and inaccurate 
hiftorian Varillas, Chapelabe fays : " He is full of 
** knowledge, particularly that of theology and 
*• hiftory. He has written an Account of the Rife 
<* of the Houfe of Auftria that is very curious, 
^* and has been very much r^ad. His ftylc is 
<< neither polifhed nor ornamented, but it is 
♦< found.'* 

Louis the Fourteenth, at the inftigation of 
Colbert, penlioned feveral men of learning and of 
fcience in the different Courts of Europe. Colbert, 
by his orders, wrote the following letter to the 
younger VoiSus : 

« SIR* 

" ALTHOUGH the King is not your fove- 

** reign, he is ft ill very defirous to become your 

** benefadlor, and has ordered me to fend you the 

" inclofed bill of exchange as a mark of his efteem, 

« and 
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«• and as a pledge of his protedVion. Every one 
•* knows how worthily you follow the example 
♦• of your father, the celebrated Ifeac Voffius, and 
^^ that having received from him a name which 
^* he rendered illuftrious by his writings, you ftiil 
^* maintain the glory of it by your own. This 
f* being known to his Majefty, he has great 
♦♦ pkaftire in rewarding your merit ; and I have 
•* the more fatisfa£lion in being ordered by his 
•* Majefty to make you that recompence, as at 
*^ the iame time I can afliure you bow much | 
♦♦ am. Sir, 

•* Your very bumble and afJTeSionate fervant, 

** Colbert,** 
^ Parisj June 56, 1663.** 

It has been computed, that Louis's wdl-judged 
Kberality did not amount to more than eight thou- 
iknd pounds a-ye^r. Fifty or a hundred pounds 
a-year was the ufual amoHnt of each pendens 
Chapelain got fomething more for himfelF, and 
ftat, amongft other reafons, procured him the 
hatred and envy of his cantemporaries and country-^ 



JOHN 
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JOHN THE FOURTH, 

DUKE OF BRAGANZA, AFTERWARDS KING OT 
PORTUGAL. 

THE Portuguefe, tired of the tyranny whidi 
Philip the Second and his fucceflbrs exercifed over 
them, oiFered the crown of that kingdom to John 
Duke of Braganza. He refufed it at firft, but his 
wife, the iliuftrious Louifa de Gufman, prevailed 
upon him to comply with the wifhes of his coun* 
trymen. " Accept, Sir/' faid (he, *' the crown 
** that is offered to you. It is a noble thing to 
*^ die a King, even though you fhould not enjoj 
*• your dignity half an hour." 

John was proclaimed King of Portugal in 1640, 
without the leaft tumult, and, as fome writer feys, 
as quietly as a fon fucceeds to the inheritance of 
his father. 

The Duchefs of Mantua, the Governefs of 
Portugal for the King of Spain, wiihed to 
harangue from the windows of the palace the 
people who were aflembled before it, and who then 
had juft murdered VafconccUos, her Secretary of 
State. Marogne endeavoured to difluadeher from 
rpeaking, by hinting his apprehenfions of what 
might happen. ^' And pray, Sir^ what can th^y 

c» do 
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«• do to mc ?" faid the Duchcfs. " Only throw 
•* your Royal Highnefs out of the window pcr- 
•* haps." She took the hint, retired into an inner 
chamber, and was foon afterwards fent wcB 
guarded to Madrid. 

The Princes and States of Europe foon after 
this revolution recogmzed the Duke of Braganza 
as King of Portugal^ fent Ambafladors to him, 
amd received in their turn his Ambafladors; fol- 
kwing the maxitn of the learned Grotius^ << that 
*^ a Prince does not ftif idal:e for himfeb', but for 
^ the people under his government ; and that s^ 
^ King deprived of his kingdom lofes the right 
^ of feading Ambaffadors." 

Algernon Sidney, in fpeaking of this event, 
hysy that the Englifh Court, though then in amky 
with Spain, and not a little influenced by a Spanifh 
iia(Sion, gave example to others^ by treating with 
I^Dukeof Braganza,and not with Spain, touching 
matters relating to that State. ** Nay," continues 
Sidney, *' I hiive been informed by thofe who well 
•* underftood the affairs of that time, that the Lord 
•• Cottington advifed the late King (Charles. the 
** Firft) not to receive any perfons fent from the 
*« Duke of Briiganza (rebel to his ally the King 
** of Spain) in the quality of Ambafladors. The 
«* King anfwercd, that he mull look upon that 
** perfon ta be King of Portugal who was ac- 

'' knowledged 
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♦* knowledged by die Nation. And I am imn:!! 
•* miftaken," adds Sidney, ^^ if his Majefty now 
*< reigning (Charles the Second) did not finJ 
^* all the Princes and States of the worid to bo 
^^ of the fame mind, when he was out ot'his king- 
^' dom, and could oblige no man but himfdf and 
^ a few followers by any treaty which be coul4 
<<i make." 
♦* Difcourfes onGoyernment," Quarto, page 44JU 



CHARLES THE FIFTHy 

DUKE OF LORftAiNS. 

THIS great and unfortunate Prince, accordiitg 
to Renault, fuccecded to his uncle Charles the 
Fotirth, not fo much in his Duchy as in the hopes 
of recovering it, it having been wrefted from him 
by Lotils the Fourteenth. He took as the mottor 
to his ftandards, ♦* ^ut nuncj aut nunquam ;** but 
^2lI not the more fuccefsful, the Marflial Crequi 
continually preventing his entrance into hh domi- 
ftions. He was more fortunate, however, when 
he fought for others, and gained for his relation 
Leopold Emperor of Germany (whofecaufehc 
had efpoufed) many vi<3ories, both over his re- 
bellious' 
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kellious fubje£ts and over the Turks, He was i 
Prince of great honour and piety, and, according 
to Marfbal Berwick, fo difinterefted, that wheil 
the Enfiperor was difpofed to go to war with France 
(which was the only chance the Duke had of re- 
toverintg his Duchy), he wrote to him to tell him» 
that he ought to prefer the genteral good of Chrif- 
tianity to his private animofities, and that if at 
that particular period he would employ all his 
forces ia Hungary againft the Turks, he could 
Dearly promife him to drive thofe infidels out of 
Europe. 

The Emperor agreed to this magnanimous pro- 
pofal of the Duke of Lorraine, and fent to him to 
come to him at Vienna, to take the command of hi^ 
armies. On his journey he was taken ill of a fever, 
find^ a few hours before he died, wrote the follow- 
ing letter to the Emperor, which breathes the fpiiit 
of a Man, a Hero, and a Ghriftian : 

« SIRC, 
*' A U SSI TOT que j*ai re^u vos ordrcs, je 
" fuis parti d'Infpruk pour me rendre a V ienne, 
** mais je me trouve arrete ici par les ordres d'un 
*' plus grand Maitre* Je pars, et je vais lui rendre 
♦^ compte d'une vie que j*auroisconfacree a votre 
*^ fervice. Souvenez-vous, Sire, que je quitte 
^ une femme qui vous touche, des enfans auxquels 

*^ je 
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^^ jc ne laiflc q«e mon cpee,* et mes ftijets dani 
** I'oppreffion. 

« Charlj&s *.'• 

Louis the Fourteenth, oA hearing of the death 
of the Duke of Lorraine, nobly exclaimed, " I 
** have then loft the braveft and the moft gencf^oits 
" enemy I ever had. His leaft excellence w«i 
" that of being a Prince/' 



INNOCENT X. 

WHEN this Pope was at Paris, as Monfignor 
Pamphili, in the train of the Nuncio from the 
Papal Court to that of France, he went with the 
Nuncio and his fuite to fee the library of a famous 

Col- 

• "SIRE, 

** AS foon as I received your commands, I fet out for 
** Infprack, on my way to Vienna 5 but I find myfelf 
** (topped in that city by the orders of a greater Mafter, 
** I depart, and am going to give him an account of a life, 
" that I would otherwife have confecrated to your fer- 
*♦ vice. Remember, Sire, that I leave behind me a wife 
" who is your relation, children to whom I have nothing 
** to give but my fword, and my fubjeds who arc in 4 
" flate of opprelfion. 

" Charles." 
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Collcaor of Books. The Colleaor, who had A 
pretty fharp eye upon what was rare in his CoI<* 
ledion, {bon mifTed a fmall fcarce volume on the 
Liberties of the Gallican Church. He taxed th^ 
Nuncio immediately with haying purloined it. 
The Nuncio defended bimfelf by faying, that hd 
did not care much for a fcarce book ; that be was 
more of a politician thanafcholar^ and that if any 
one in his train had taken the book, it muft be 
Pamphili, who was a curious and reading mah. 
Fortified with thi« authority, the Colle^or ac- 
cufed Pamphili, who denied the fa£l: very ftoutly. 
The Collector however, by the aid of his fervant$> 
tnd after much fcuffling and budling, threw him 
upon the ground, and took out the little book 
from under his long gown. A melot de la Houfiaiei 
who relates the anecdote, fays, *' that the hatred 
** this Pope entertained againft Louis the Thir- 
** teenth and the French Nation, very probably 
*« took its rife from his having been thus roughly 
** treated at Paris/* 



MARSHAL TURENNE. 

THIS great Gejieral was originally intended 
by his parents for the Church, ijfi fpite of his very 

early 
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early difpofition to a military Kfe» The rcrfon 
that was ^iligned for thus thwarting his natural 
genius, was ^fuppofedfeeblenefs of bis conftitu- 
tiofl. Turernie^ to (hew them how completely 
Aey were miftaken in that relped, at the age erf 
fimrteeft ftde away one night from his tutor, and 
was found the next morning afleepupon a cannon^ 
©n Ae ramp^ts of Sedan, die feat of the Court of 
his father the Duke of Bouillon. He was &en 
permitted to follow his inclination, and ferved as a 
volunteer under his uncle the Printe of Orange, 
with great diftin<%on ; and by the ufiial gradations 
rofe'to Ae honour of being a Mar(bal of France, 
and a Commander of the Armies of that Nation. 
To the greateft prudence and courage, Turenne 
added At moft perfed integrity and llmplicity of 
chara^r ; fo that Madame de Sevigne, in one of 
her letters, does not hyperbolically defcribe him as 
one of tiiofe men who are to be met with only in 
Plutarch's Lives* 

The cannon-ball that killed Turenne took away 
the arm of the Marquis de St. Hilaire, who was on 
a reconnoitring party with him. St. Hilaire's fon, 
a young lad, burft into tears on feeing his father's 
arm fliot off j when the father exclaimed, "Weep 
** not for me, my dear, but grieve for the death erf 
^ that great man who is killed by the fiune ball that 
« difabled me." 

VOL. II. m Turenne 
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Turenne was eafily dtftinguiflied jfrom the reft 
of his army by a pyed hoHe, of which he was very 
fond, and on which he conftantly rode. One of 
the Officers in the army of the enemy knowing, 
this, procured a Swifs Of&cer in their fervice, a 
celebrated Engineer, to level a cannon particularly 
at Turenne. 

Turenne's foldiers,on feeing their General dead, 
furrounded his body, which they covered with a 
cloak, and watched over, it the whole night. It 
was afterwards carried in great pomp to the Royal 
Abbey of St. Denis, near Paris, and interred with 
thofe of the Kings of France. In the late general 
wreck and ravage in that country of everything 
tiiat has hitherto been deemed diilinguifhed and fa- 
tred among mankind, it was torn from its peaceful 
and honourable fepulture, and was found entire aad 
perfeft. 



MONtECUCULh 

THIS celebrated General ufed to fay, that a great 
number of Generals is as pernicious to an army, 
as a great number of Phyficians is to a fick man. 
He entertained no very high opinion of the efforts 
of allied armies in general, « They come toge- 

«« ther," 
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** theV* faidhe, ** without properly underftanding 
** what each other means 5 they have different in* 
^* terefts to purfue, which they will not fufficientljf 
.*^ explain to each other j their language is diffe- 
** rent, their manners ftol the fame^ and their dif* 
** cipline diffimilar. Dcfcnfive war," adds he, in 
his Cominentarics, ** requires more knowledge 
" and precaution rfian offenfive war. The leaft 
*^ failure is mortal, and the want of fiiccefs is ex- 
** aggerated by fear> which ads always as a mi* 
** crofcope to calamities/' 

Montecuculi was called by fome of his rafh and 
unexperienced officers, theTemporizerjfor, know- 
ing but too well the uncertainty and the mifery of 
war, he was never in a hurry to rifle a battle^ 
unlefs he was well affured of its fuccefs* He 
' lK>wever tdd thofe who were diflatisfied with his 
condu£):, **I glory in a name which was that 
*< given to the Roman General who faved his 
** country, 

" ^i cunBando reflituet rem*'* 
. On being told of the death of the " god-like'* 
Turenne, he faid, ** I lament, and I cannot too 
** much lament, the lofs of a man above the reft 
<< of mankind, and who did honour to human na« 
•* txxvt-'^^ye regretUf et je ne ffaurois affiz r/- 
*^ gretfer^ un homme au deffus de rhomme^ (t qui 
^^ faijoit hanmur a la humaniti.*\ 
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Motttecuculi wrote ^^ Commentaries on the Ait 
<< of VT2tXy' in Italian. They have been tran^ 
flated into French. 



DUC DE MONTAUSIER. 

THIS excellent Nobleman was the original of 
the celebrated Mi&ntfarope of Motiere. I^e was 
a man of learning, of honour^ and of virtue. His 
dipofkton was a Ihtle cauftic and fevere^ whidi 
made Madame de Choify compare him to a bundle 
cf nettles, which, in whatever way it is turned, at- 
ways ftings. 

Montaufier was the only one of tbeCoUrtiers of 
Louis the Foirrteenth who had the hooefty and the 
ipirit to remonftrate with him on the {ahysSt of his 
ruinous and oppreffive wars. Louis, on thefe oc* 
cafions, ufed merely to fay to thofe about him> *' I 
'< cannot be difpleafed at anything the Due de 
*^ Montaufier f^s to me^ for I know he always 
*• wiflies me well.*' Louis, however, ftill pcr- 
fifted in his fatal fyftem ; yet fuch attractions does 
integrity pofTefs, even for the mind of a defpotic 
and a flattered Sovereign, that Louis entrufted the 
care of the education of his only ion (le Grand 
Dauphin^ as he was called) to M. de Montaufier, 

and 
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•and appointed him his Governor, The Duke diA 

charged the high truft confided to him with equsil 

ability and honefty ; and in thisfituation his memory 

will ever be held dear by fcholars, as he procured 

Ihe celebrated Delphin Editions jof the Latin Claffics 

to be made for the ufe of his Rojral Pupil j in 

which defign he was ably feconded by the learned 

Huet, who was one of the Preceptors to the 

Dauphin. Montaufier gave very often prafticd 

leffons of virtue to his pupil. He took him ont 

^y into the miferable cottage of a peafant near 

the fuperb palace of Verlailles. " See, Sir,** 

faid he, <« fee. Sir, that it is under this ftraw roof, 

*« and in this wretched hovel, that a father, a mp* 

•* ther, and their qhildren exift, who are incef- 

*^ fantly labouring to procure that gold with which 

*' your palace is decorated, and who are nearly 

** perifhing With hunger to fupply your table with 

<« dainties." On the day in which M. de Mon- 

taufler reftgned his iltuation of Governor to the 

Dauphin, on his coming of age, he faid to him) 

^' If your Royal Highncfs is a man of honour, you 

<* will efteem me : if you are not, you will hate 

^* me; and I fhall but too well know the reafon 

<* ofyourdinike," 

Louis the Fourteenth told M. de Montauiler 

one day that he had at laft given up to public juf- 

tice a man of rank who had killed nineteen per* 

R 3 fons. 
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fons. «* Sire," replied he, «* he only killed bno 
^ perfon, your Majefty killed the other eighteen. 
•« My anceftors. Sire/' added he, *' were always 
<* faithful fervants to their Sovereigns your prede- 
** ceflbrs, but they never were their flatterers. 
^ Your Majefty fees, therefore, that the honeft 
« liberty of fentiment which 1 poflefs is a right 
** inherent in my family, a kind of entailed eftate, 
•* and that truth defcends from father to fon, as ^ 
** part of my inheritance." 

Montaufier was Governor of the extend ve Pro- 
vince of Normandy, and was fettijig out for the 
capital of it, as foon as he was informed that the 
plague had begun to make its appearance in it. 
His family endeavouring to prevail upon him to 
defift from his intention, ^s his health might be 
endangered by his relidence in an infefted city; he 
nobly replied, *' I have always been firmly con- 
** vinced in my mind, that Governors of Provinces, 
*^ like Bilhops, are obliged to refidence. If, how- 
** ever, the obligation is not quite fo ftrift on all 
<^ occafions, it is at leaft ecjual, in all times of 
*^ public calamity." 

Montaufier reprefented one day to his Sovereign 
Louis the Fourteenth, the poverty of the learned 
Madame Dacier, and requefted a penfion for her. 
Louis told him that (he was a Proteftant, and that 
pn th^ account he did not like to diftisguifh hcr^ 

? WeU 
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« Well then, Sire," replied the Duke, « I will my- 
" felf give her three hundred louis d'ors in your 
** Majefty's name, and when you think fit you 
** fliall return me the money." 

Louis, who was not fond of books, afked Mon- 
taufier^why he was always reading, and what good 
it did him. " Sire," replied he, *' books have 
*• the fame efFeft upon my mind, that the partridges 
** your Majefty is fo good as occafionally to fend 
*• me, have upon my body : they fupport and nou* 
«« rifh it.** 

" M. de Montaufier," fays his Biographer, "died 
** in 169 1, at the age of fourfcore, regretted by his 
** virtuous countrymen, to whom he was the mo- 
** del i and by the men of letters, of whom he W4S 
<« the prote<Sor/^ 



CARDINAL DE POLIGNAC. 

THIS celebrated fcholar and negotiator is thus 
defcribed by Madame de Sevigne :— ** Cardinal 
*^ de Polignac is a man of the moft agreeable un- 
*' derftanding that I have ever known. He knows 
(< everything) he talks upon everything ; and he 
*^ has all the foftnefs, all the vivacity, and all the 
a 4 " polite* 
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*< poUtene&» that one can wUh to find in t^ aa^ 
" verlation of any man.'* 

Louis the Fourteenth (aid of M* de Polignae 
when he was very young, *'I have }aft been talfc- 
'' ii^ with a man, and a very young one too, who 
<* has never once been of the fame opinion with 
•* myfelf, yet he has never once offended me by 
•' his difference of opinion.*' 

** I do not know how it is," laid Pope Alexan- 
der the Eighth toPolignac, "you always appear to 
<* be of my way of thinking, and yet your opinion 
" at laft gets the better." 

At the Conferences of Gertruydenberg, fo mor- 
tifying to the pride of Louis the Fourteendi, Buys, 
the head of die Dutch Deputation, interrupted the 
reading of the preliminaries diatwere to be fettled 
between his nation and that of France, by laying 
in barbarous Latin (alluding to the towns taken 
by Louis in Flanders), ** Non dimittetur peccatum 
** niji tolletur ablaium** Polignac with great in- 
dignation replied, '^Gentlemen, you talk too much 
*' like perfons who have not been accuftomed to 
** be victorious." However, at the negotiations 
previous to the Treaty of Utrechi, when the Dutch, 
at the inftanoe of their AUies, were obliged to 
confent to a peace, Polignac took ample revenge 
on them, and told them, " Gentlemen, we flidl 
^^ not ftir from this places we Iball negotiate in 

**. the 
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^* the Tcry heart of your Provinces : we Qiall ne- 
** gottate rcfye^Sttng yoii.; and we ihaU negotiate 
** without you." The fuccefs of this jiegotiation 
procured Polignac a Cardinal's hat. Soon after- 
wards, being concerned in fomc intrigues agairA 
die Regent Duke of Orleans, he was baniflied to 
-one of his Abbeys, where, verifying the fcntimeirt 
of Ariftotle, '^ that a good education enables a 
** man well to employ his leifure," he compofed 
his celebrated Latin Poem againft the fyllem of 
Epicurus, called '* Anti-Lucretius." The natural 
{riillofophy it contains is that of Defcartes, which 
was at that time in vogue in France, that of 
Newton not being then fufficiently known in that 
-kingdom*. 

Cardinal de Polignac remained at Rome many 
years, Ambaflador from the King of France to 
the Pope. While he was in that city, the 
capital of the fine arts, he had a projeS for turn- 
ing the courfe of the Tiber for a fliort time, and 
to dig in the bed of that river for the remains of 
antiquity v^Fhich he fuppofed had been thrown into 
it. *' In all the civil wars of the Roman Repub- 
** lie," faid he, *' the party that prevailed threw 
** into the Tiber the ftatues of the oppofite party, 

* Benedift Stay, a German, has fincc put the fyftcm 
of Sir Jfaac Newton into Latin verfc* 

« They 
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** They muft ftill remain there/* added he : " J 
** have never heard that any of them have been 
" taken out, and they are of too heavy materials 
** to have been carried away by the ftream of the 
** river/' Polignac ufed to complain, that he was 
not rich enough to put his projeft in execution, 
even if the Pope, by whom he was much beloved, 
would have given him all the neceflkry powers. ] 

The Cardinal was no lefs a man of dignity of 
mind than of wit; he was the proteSor of the 
EngHQi at Rome 5 and when one day, at his table, 
an Englifh Gentleman, was very witty at the 
cxpence of the Houfe of Stuart, the Cardinal put 
an end to his improper and ill-timed converfation 
by telling him, " Sir, I have orders to proteS your 
•* perfon, but not your difcourfe.'* 

The Cardinal ufed to fay, that as he pafled through 
Rotterdam in his way to Poland, he paid a vifit to 
the celebrated Bayle, and on afking him of what 
religion he then was (Bayle having changed his 
religion three times before he was five-and- twenty), 
that ingenious and celebrated writer told him, that 
he was a Proteftant. " You know. Sir,** added 
he, " that I proteft againft everything that i$ 
' ** faid, and everything that is done.** 



CHRISTINJ, 
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CHRISTINA, 

QUEEN OF SWEDEN* 

THIS fingular Princefs left behind her in 
manufcript an account of her life, dedicated to th^ 
Great Author of it himfelf. It is to be met with 
in the third volume of the ponderous Memoirs 
of Chriftina publifhed by M. Archenholtz. She 
fays, '* that (he addreffes the account of her life to 
** the Author of her Being, as having been, by his 
*' grace, the one of his creatures that he has the 
<' meft favoured ; that he has made fubfervient to 
*' his glory and to her happinefs, the vigour of lier 
** mind, and that of her body, fortune, birth, and 
" greatnefs, and everything that can refult fronpi 
♦' fo noble an aflemblage of eminent qualities; 
♦' and that to have made her an abfolute Sovereign 
♦' over the moft brave and the moft glorious Nation 
** upon earth, is moft afluredly the fmalleft of the 
** obligations (he has to him ; fmce, after having 
** beflowed upon her all thefe bleffings, he had 
^* called her to the glory of making the moft per- 
♦' fe£l facrifice (as (he ought to do) of her fortune 
*' and of her fplendor, to reftore glorioufly to 
♦* him what he had with fo much goodnefs lent 
«^ to her/' 

Chriftina 
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Chriftina wrote fevcral Centuries of Maxima 
from which the following are extrafted : 

** A wife and a good man will forget the paft, 
** will either «njoy or fupport the prefent, and 
•* refign himfelf to the future.*' 

^ The Salique law, which excludes women 
*« from the Throne, is a wife law." 

** Every favourite or Minifter that is not be- 
** loved by his Sovereign, is always in danger." 

** The world is deceived when it fuppdes Aa/t 
*' Princes are governed by their Minifters. How«- 
** ever weak a Prince is, he has always more 
** power than his Minifter." 

*' Everything that deftroys the eftecm and 
** refpeft which mankind naturally bear towards 
^ Princes, is mortal to their authority." 

•* Thofe perfons who pretend to govern Princes 
** refemble the keepers of Lyons and Tygers, who 
•• moft aflu redly make thefc animals play the tricks 
** they wifti them to play. At firfl: fight, one 
** would imagine that the animals were com- 
** pletely fubfervi at to their keepers ; but when 
** they ieaft expedt it, a pat of Oie claw, not of 
•* the gentleft kind, fells the keepers to the ground; 
** who then begin to find, that they Cun never be 
^ perfedlly certain that they have 'completely tamed 
V the animals,^' 

« The 
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^ ** The greater part of thofe who frequent the 
** Courts of Princes, have no other intention but 
^ to pleafc them^ in order the better to deceive 
<* them.*' 

« If mankind would but take the trouble to 
*• confider attentively the important duties which 
** it is incumbent on a Prince to perform, no one 
** would ever envy them their fituation." 

** When men of rank become coachmen^ 
** grooms, and cooks, they plainly (hew that 
*^ they are in the fituation for which nature in* 
** tended them/* 

Chriftina raifed Salvius, a man of low birth but 
of great talents in negotiation, to the rank of 
Senator of Stockholm, a dignity at that time con- 
ferred only upon the Nobility of the country. The 
Senate murmured: Chriftina replied, ** When 
** good advice slnd wife counfel is wanted, who 
*' looks for fixteen quarters ? In your opinion, 
^* Salvius only wanted to have been nobly born ; 
** and l^e may be well latisfied, if you have no other 
** reproach to make him : the part requifite in ail 
** employments of State is capacity." 

A manufcript containing doubts of the fincerity 
of her converfion from Lutheranifm to Popery, was 
one day fent to her. She wrote upon the back of 
it^ what may be well applied by the principal 

actors 
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" aftors on many other occafions : *^ Chi h fa fiofi 
•* Jcrive : Chi lo fcrive non yi.— The perfon who 
•^ knows it, does not write ; he who writes, knows 
** nothing of the matter." 

When (he heard of the perfecutions and of the 
dragonades permitted by Louis the Fourteenth 
againft the Protefiants of France, (he faid, 
*• Soldiers are very ft range miilionaries indeed ! 
** France,'* added {he, *' is like a wounded perfon 
** who fufFers that arm to be cutoiF, which patience 
•* and gentle treatment would have cured/* 

*' Death," fays Chriftina, in a letter which (he 
wrote to Mademoifelle Scudery a few months 
before (be died, ^' that is making his approaches 
^ towards me, and is always fure of his blow, 
•* gives me no uneafinefs. I expe^ it> without 
•' cither braving or fearing it." 

Chriftina ordered thefe words only to be put 
upon her monument : 

D. O. M. 

VIXIT CHRISTINA ANN. LXIt. ' 



CARDINAL 
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CARDINAL ALBEROm 

was the fon of a gardener near Parma, andt 
when a boy, officiated as bell-ringer, and attended 
upon the parifli-church of his village. The Redor, 
finding him a fhrewd (harp lad, taught him Latin* 
Alberoni afterwards took orders, and had a fmaH 
living, on which he refided, little thinking of the 
great fortune that was one day to await hinu 
M. Campiftron, a Frenchman, Secretary to the 
Duke of Vendome, who commanded Louis the 
Fourteenth's armies in Italy, was robbed, and 
ftripped of his cloaths, and of all the money that 
be had about him, by fome ruffians, near Albe- 
roni's village. Alberoni hearing of his misfortune, 
took him into his houfe, furniflied him with cloaths, 
and gave him as much money as he could fpare 
for his travelling expences"*. 

Campiftron, 

* With good and generous minds a kind afition is never 
loft. The following anecdote is an additional proof of 
the truth of this opinion : 

** A Gentleman born at Salonica in Turkey, when he 
** was at St. Mary's Hall, in Oxford, as a Gentleman- 
«« Commoner, was very kind to a worthy young majj, 
*< whofe circumftanccs obliged him to be a Servitor of the 
" f. me College. 

^ The 
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Campiftron, no lefs itnprefled with his ftrength 
of underftanding than with the warmth of his- 
benevolence^ took bin) to the iKad-quarters, and 
prefented hhn to his General, as a man to whom 
ke had vtry great obligations. M. de Vcndomc 
finding >^lberoni to be a man of parts, gave him a 
petty employment under him, aixl lock him widi 
kim to Spain* By degrees he obtained the Mar- 
Aid's confidence, and propofed the daughter of hi$ 
Sovereign die Duke of Parma to him, as a fit 
siatch for the King of Spain. Alberoni's pro* 
pofal was attended to, and the Princefs was de- 
fiiauded in marriage by that Monarch, then Philip 
the Fifth, The Duke of Parma confented with 

*• The Servitor taking orders, had feme prefermenc in 
** America giYen him by his friend's recommendation, 
•^ On the breaking-out of the unfortunate war betweea 
** this and that country, he was accidentally informed 
•* that the eftate of the perfon to whom he had been (6 
•* much obliged was in danger of being confifcated, at 
** being fuppofed to belong to a Britiih fubjeft, Oa 
** hearing this, he took horfe immediately, and rode to the 
•* place where the Aflembly for the difcuflion of the point 
•* war to be held, and proved to the fatisfa6lion of the 
«« Members, that his friend was not a Britifb fubjcft. 
** The eftate of his friend, by this exertion, was effec* 
«* tually faved, and he had the faiisfa6tion of being able 
•• thus eflcntially to fcrve a perfon to whofe kindnefs he 
•* had been fo greatly indebted." 

grca^ 
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^geeat readme^ to a match that Was to pi'ocure 
far his daughter the Ibvereignty of fo great a 
kingdoixi as that of Spaim When every thing 
was fettled, and immediatdy before the Princeft 
was to fet out for her new dominions^; the 
Miniftry of Spain had heard that the Princefi was 
a young woman of a haughty imperious temper, 
a^d extremely intriguing and ambitious. They 
dierefore prevailed upon the King to write to tiie 
Duke, to requeft another of his daughters in 
marriage, to whofe quiet diQ>ofition they could 
not poffibly have any vbjeAions;"^ The King Hi 
as he was defired, and fent his letter by a fpecial 
meUbnger. Alberoni, who was then at Parma, 
hearing of this, and afraid that all his proj^£ls qf 
ambition would come to nothing, unlefs th^ 
Princefs whom he recommended, and who of 
courfe would think herfelf highly obliged to hi,ta 
for her exalted iltuation, became Queen of Spain, 
had the meflenger flopped at one day^s journey 
bom Parma, and gave him his choice, either to 
delay his coming to Parma for a day, or to be 
a&ffinated* He of jcourfe chofe the firft of thei^ 
alternatives, and the Princefs fet out upon her 
j^mey to Spain, and became Qj^een of th^ 
country. 

Albcroni was ibon made Ptime Minifter of 
Spain ; a Cacdin^j and Arcbhiihop of Valentia; 

WQim II. ' a aad 
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and exercifed his Miniftry with the moft compfetc 

defpotifin. One of Alberoni's proje£ts was to 

difpoffefs the Duke of Orleans of the Regency of 

France, and to bcftow it upon his own Sovereign, 

as the oldeft feprefentative of the Houfe ' of 

Bourbon ; to place the Pretender on die Throne 

of England, and add to Spain the kingdoms of 

Naples and Sicily. His projeA was however 

difcovered by the Regent, and one of the con* 

^tions he made with the King of Spain was, the 

banifliment of Alberoni from his councils and hi^ 

kingdom. With this he was obliged to comply, 

and the Cardinal received orders to leave Madrid 

in twenty-four hours, and the kingdom of Spain 

in fifteen days. 

Alberoni, who took with him great wealth, wat 
upon the fecond day of his journey, when it was 
perceived that he was carrying out of die king* 
dom with him the celebrated will of Charles 
the Second of Spain, which gave that kingdom to 
its then Sovereign. Perforis were detached from 
Madrid to wreft this fcrious and important docu- 
■ ment from him, which it was fuppofed he in* 
tended- to take to the Emperor of Germany, to 
ingratiate himfelf with him. Wirii fomc violence 
they efFe6tcd their purpofe, and the Cardinal pro* 
ceeded en his journey to the frontiers of France^ 
where he was received by an officer, fent by the 
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Jilegent to cohddA bim through that kingdoal as a 
State prifoner. As a true politician,however, yields 
to circumftances, and is never embarrafled by iny 
thange of affairs, Alberoni, on his arrival in France, 
wrote to the kegent, to offer him his fervices a- 
gainft Spain. To this letter, hoM^ever, his High« 
neis difdained to return any ahfwer» 

The Cardinal^s difgrace happened in 17 261 and 
he retired to Parma for fome time, till he was ** 
fummoned h^ the Pope to attend a Confifttry, 
in which his 'condii£t was to be examined by fome 
of the Members of the Sacred Collegef, refped- 
ing a correfpondence he was fu^ipofed to have 
kept up with the Grand Seignior. He was fen* 
bnced to be confined one year in the Jefuits 
College at Rome. After this he Returned to 
Parma, ilear which city he founded, at a very great 
bcpence, an eftabliihment for the inftruftion of 
young men deftined for the Priefthood. In the 
difaftrous campaign of 1^46, the buildings were 
deftroyed by the three armies that were in the 
Neighbourhood ; and as the Cardinal was not fup- 
{K&d to h^vebeen over-delicate in his acquire- 
ment of the means by which his eftablifhment 
wa^ to have been fupported, his countrjmien 
did not appear 16 exprefs much diflatisfaAion at 
&e demolition of it. Alberoni> toon after this> 
MtsA to Kome> and was made Legate of Romagnat 
9 % by 
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by Clement the Twelfth. He *ed at Rwnc 1ft 
1751, at the age of eighty-feven years. He 
preferred intire» to the laft) the powers of hk 
mind and of his body. He is dius defcribed in 
his old age by a perfon who was Well acquainted 
with him i 

•* He was very chatty in converfetion, and 
•* talked in fo lively and fo agreeable a manner, 
^^ diat it made even the very curious fa^ he had 
'^ to telli more interefting to thofe who heard 
** him. His ftories were interlarded with Frenchf 
^< Spaniih, or Italian, as the circumftances re- 
** quired. He was continually applying fomc 
*^ maxim of Tacitus, in Latin, to doproborate 
^' his own obfervationSy or to come in aid of 
^< thofe of others. His general topics of converia- 
*^ tion were either the campaigns in which he 
*• attended M. de Vendome, his Miniftry in 
** Spain, or the conmion political events of die 
*^ day. He was rather impatient of contradidion, 
*< and expeded that in argument or ia narratioQ 
^ the company fhould defer fo him.'* 

Alberoni's Ipirit was always very high, and tit 

temper very violent Dui^ng the time fliat he 

was Prime Minifter of Spain» Lord Harrington, 

the Englifll Minifter, carried him a lili of Ac 

^ihips oi bis coootry that were then before Bar* 

cdonti 
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<eloaa> and would gA againft it, if be perfifted U$ 
\^ endeavours to embroil tbe p^ace of E^rope» by 
arming the Porte againft th^ Emp^rpF) and hf 
makii^ the Czar and the King of Sweden gp Uk 
war with England, in order to eftabliib the Pre-* 
tender upon th6 throne of that country. Alberoni 
fiiatched the paper which contained the numbers, 
out of the Minifter's hands, and tore it in a 
dioufiuid pieces. Lord Harrington, nodiing 
abaflied, went on coolly with the thread of his 
converiation, " Et commeje difoisy Monf$lgneur*^ 
When the Marfhal de Maillebois commanded 
the French troops at Parma, in the year 17461 
Alberoni waited upon him upon fome bufinefs, but 
was refufed admittance to him by his Secretary, who 
told him the Maribal was engaged with fome 
affairs of importance, and could not fee him. 
** Mon amii* replied die Cardinal very indig« 
nandy, and opening the door of the Marflial^a 
apartment at the &me time, ^^ facbez que M. 4$ 
^ Findome me recevottfurfa chatfe percieJ* 

That Alberoni wrote with the (ame fpirit widi 
which he aded, the three following Letters of his 
to Lord Melcombe, then Envoy Extraordinar|t 
from the Court of England to the Court of Spain^, 
wffl evince. They were kindly communicated 
to die Compiler by Pbnruddocic Wynoham, 
ET^. Membor of Parliament for the County of 

1 1 watsi; 
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Wilts ; a Gendeman on whom the unanimous 
fuffrages of his own County have lately conferred 
that honour; an honour long merited by his 
pleafing manners, his focial talents, suid bis elegant 
bo^tality. 

f' Du PaUis^ce 9 Mars, 17x7. 
^f J' AY rhonneur Monfi^ur de vous envoyerl^ 
<• pcrmiffion que vpu$ ayez^ 4en^andc depuis un fi 
" long tems. Vous fcave^ que ce cUmat n'in-. 
** fpire qu^ayec lenteqr I'execution d^s affi^ires 5 
<< nous aurpns de la peine a le changer, de forte 
" que il y a de la prudence a Ic prendre tel qu'4 
*• eft, J*ay rhonneur d'etre 

^ Votre tres bumble et 

<^ tres pbeii&nt fcrviteur, 

^^ Alibroiii,*^ 
** AMondeur Monfieur Bv^b, 
** Envoy e Extraordinaire 
** du Roi de la Grande Bretagne 
*• en fes Mains." 

5* E^^FiN Monfieur Bubb trouv^z bon que je 
«« vous dife, que tous les Cabinets d'Eurppe one 
•* perdu 1^ tramontane, puifque la raifpn d'eftat 
•f eft abbandone aux caprices de quelgues par- 
<* ticuliers, lefquels fans rime et fans raifon et 
** peutetre pr des fins particuU^rs, coupent e< 

5* rognent 
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^ rognent des Eftats et des Royaumes comme 
*' s'ils etoient des froaiages d'Holande. Soyesj 
*' perfuade Monfieur que perfonne ne vous eftime 
^* et ne vous honpre plus que 

*' Le Cahp. Alb^roni.'* 

*' A Madrid, cc 5 April 1718. 
, ** J'ai ete tres ravi Monfieur d*apprendre votr^ 
^' arrivee a Londres apres avoir efluie un long et 
^* penible voyage. Quant a ce que vous m'efcrive?& 
j* touchant le reglement du Commerce, je vou^ 
^ diray, avec la franchife et la probite que vous 
" avez experimente dans tout ce que nous avons 
" traite enfemble, que le Roi Cath. ne prendra 
^ aucune refolution la deffus avant qu'il ne voye 
** le denouement de la piece. Vous eftes un bon 
^ temoin de la fincerite des intentions de fa 
•* Majefte Cathol. et des miennes a Tegard de 
^* I'Angleterre. Vous fcavez qu'on n*a pas 
*' balance ici de facrifier par deux nouveaux 
*^ traitees tous les avantages qu'on avoit emportez 
^^ par le traitec d'Utrecht, voulant oublier le Roi 
*f Cath. qu'il avoit et^ depouille par le moyen 
" d'Angleterre contre toutes fortes de raifons dc 
** fes Eftats Provinces et floyaumes 5 injuftice qui 
** crie toujours vengeance, puifque elle.eft contre 
^' les loix divines et humaines. Par un fi augulle 
f* facrifice le Roi Cath. a cru, qu'il obligeroit 
84 ' "te 
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^^ le Roi de la Grande Bretagne a une jufte 
P feconnojflance, ct la Nation Angloife a main- 
•? tcQir une bonne union avcc TEfpagne, et qu*4 
*< roccafion s'il n*auroit un et Tautre dans fcs 
^* interets au moins qu*ils demeureroient dans 
^* rindiffercnce. Cependant jevoisavecunmortd 
f ^ chagrin qu'il n'arrivera ni Tun ni I'autre, et qiie 
?* je me verray eXpofe aux luftes reproches de 
*« leurs Majeftes. Il n*y a une feule Gaatette 
*' qui me dife, que votre Miniftere n*eft plus 
^* Anglois mais Alletpand, et qull eft vendu§ 
** lafchement a la Cour de Vienne, et que par le^ 
*^ brigues inconnus dans votre pays, on tache 
^^ de feire donner dans le panneau la Nation auffi^ 
'^^ C'eft une bonne marque de ce que je vous dife 
*' qu'apresde s*ctre efpuif^e rAngletcrred'hommcs 
•* et de Targent pour acquerlr a 1- Archiduc de$ 
f^ Eftats et des Royaumes, on vient de lui payer 
** une grofle fomme. Les fentimens d'eftime et 
•* d'amittie que j*ay eu pour vous, et que je 
** confcrverai toujours, m*obligent de vous parler 
^f avec cette finceritc, vous afleurent Monfieurque 
^f perfonne ne vous honore et ne vous reipe£te 
f* plus que 

*^ Le Carp. Alberoni.*' 
!f La Reine vient d'accoucher d'une 
f! |>el|e et charmante PrincelTe." 
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When the celebrated Cardinal de Polignac, a 
man who with the extremeft polifh of manners 
united the more folid fond of benevolence, was 
Mimfter from the Court of France to that of 
Rome, he met^with Alberoni living in that city 
in no very great opulence. He procured for him 
a very handfome prefent in money from his fove« 
reign Louis the Fifteenth, and afterwards pre- 
vailed upon Louis to fettle a penflon of 17,000 
livres a-year upon him ; with great reludance, 
however, on the part of Alberoni to accept it, 
Polignac had in vain endeavoured to put the Court 
of Spain in good humour with Alberoni, and to 
procure him from that Court a penfion upon his 
rich benefice of the Archbifhopric of Malaga, which 
he had been obliged to give up. 

Alberoni's amufement, whilft he was at Rome, 
conflfted in building and managing a fmall eftate 
he had in the Campagna. 

Alberoni had written a letter of thanks to Vol- 
taire for the handfome manner in which he had fpo- 
ken of him in his General Hiftory. Voltaire inan- 
fwer fays, ^* The letter with which your Eminence 
^* has honoured me, is as flattering a reward of my 
*^ Works as the efteem of all Europe is of your 
♦* aftions. You owe me no thanks: I have been 
** only the organ of the public in fpeaking of you, 
f * That liberty and that truth which have always 

^ guided 
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^ guided my pen have procured me your g^od 
*' opinroq, Thefe qualities mu{l ever pleafe a m^ 
♦* of a genius like yours. Whoever does not 
^* efteem them, may very probably be a man 
♦* of confequence> but be can never be a great 
" man." 

As a politipian js ever rcpurpng to his old trade, 
Alheroni, when hp wa/& Legate of Homagna, 
^nd at the age of fevpnty, endeavoured to bring th^ 
little Republic of San/M^rinq, which confined 
upon his government, under the dP"i}nion of the 
Pope. The Cardinal had intrigued fo fucctfsfully 
ivith fome of the principal inhabitants, that th^ 
day was fixed on which thefe Republicans were tq 
fwcar allegiance to the Sovereign under whoii; 
protcftion they had put themfelves. On the day 
appointed, Ali>erpni rides up the mountain 
with bis fuite, and is received at the door of 
the principal church by the priefts ^nd th? 
principal inhabitants of the place, and conduced 
to his feat under a canopy, to hear High Maf§ 
and Te D^um fung (a ceiremony ufual in 
all Catholic countries upon fimilar occafions). 
Unluckily however for poor Alberoni, the Maf^ 
began) as ufual I fupppfe in that Republic, with 
the word Libertas, This word had fuch an effc<^ 
upon the minds of the hearers, who began then, 
ioi the firft time perhaps, to recollect that they 

were 
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were about to lofe the thing itfelf, that they fell' 
upon the Cardinal and his attendants, drove them 
out of the church, and made them defcend the 
very fteep mountain of San Marino with more 
rapidity than that with which they had afcended 
it, and the Popes have ever fince that time left 
the inhabitants of San Marino to their old form 
of Government ♦. This (ingular event took 
place in the year 1740. A ton mot of BenediA 
the Fourteenth on the occafion was current in 
every mouth :-^<^ Alberoni is like a glutton, who 
^ after having eaten a targe ialmon, cannot help 
f^ cafting a wiftful eye at a minnow." 

The following account of this little State, ex* 
fra£ted from the manufcript Travels of the acute 
sind learned Hifto^rian of Antient Greece, whofe 
l-efleflions in defcriblng the mod brilliant periods 
Republicanifm has tq boaft, muft infpire every 
Briton with the ftrongeft attachment to the Con* 
flitution and Government of his own Country, 
that of a limited Monarchy, is permitted, by 
the kindncfs and liberality of the Writer, to em- 
^elliih this Colledion, 

*« AT the diftance of twelve mile^ from Rimini 
f< and the Hadriatic Sea, we beheld a cloud-capt 

* Communicated to ^hc Copipiler by that crcellcat 
fnaQ General Paoli* 

♦* moiin« 
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^* mountain, fteep, rugged, and inhofpttaUe, yet- 
^ ta Britons, wbofe affection for their own h^ppj 
^ iflsnd cheriihed even the fainteft image of C(m« 
^ genial liberty, more attractive and more en** 
^ gaging than alt the gay luxuriance erf* Tufcan * 
*< plains. "A black expanfion of vapour parti/ 
^ concealed from our view the territory of what 
** the Greeks would have called a Nation, fddotn 
•* vifited by ftrangers, though affurcdly moft de- 
** ffcrviiigof that honour, tibcrty brightens and 
•* fertiita^s the craggy rdcks of St. Marino j and 
** inftead of paradifcs in|iabited by devils (for thus 
^ the recolleSion or fuppofition of better times 
*• indignantly charadlcrifes the countries through 
♦* which we had juft travelled), this little State, 
<* we were told, would exhibit rugged hills and 
** favage precipices cultivated and adorned by 

♦ " Th€ epithet Tufcan is juftified by the authority of 
V Polybius, 1. ii. c, 14. and c. 17. He dcfcnbei that ejt- 
*• tenfive plain bounded by the Alps, the Apennines, and 
*• the Hadriatic, and alfo the plains about Mola and 
** Capua, called the Phlegracan Fields, as antiently in- 
•^ habited by the Tufcans. The territory of this people, 
** he fays, formed incomparably the fineft portion of 
*• Europe. Before Polybius wro^e his Hiftory, the do«, 
?* minion of the Tufcans had contr^6ted to a narrow 
!* rpan ; and according to the faying of the modern Iia- 
t* lians, while the Pope pofiTeffes the mariow, the Ore^t ' 
ii Duke of Tufcany has now only th^ ho*t^, of Italy." 
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^ the ftubborn indoftry of free men, who labour 
•* with alacrity, tecaufe they reap with fecifrity, 
** We panted at the thoughts of taking a nearer 
** iurvey of this political wonder, and were im- 
♦• patient to leave Rimini ; but the country ad- 
** jacent to that city was deluged with rain; the 
* rivers continued to overflow ; horfes could not 
** fafdy clamber over rocks ; and Rimini cjDuM 
•* not furnifli us with mules. But they are delicate 
•* travellers whom fuch puny difficulties could 
•* reftrain from vifiting this illuftrious moontain, 
•* where J^iberty, herfelf a mountain goddefs, has 
'* upwards of fourteen centuries fixed her rural 
** throne. Carelefs of mules, or horfes, or car- 
•* riages, to which laft the Republic of St. Marino 
** is at all times inacceffible, we adopted a mode 
** of travelling which in a country where pomp is 
** immoderately ftudied, becaufe wealth is too 
** indifcriminately prized, might pofEbly have 
•* excluded unknown wanderers from the proud 
•* manfions of Nobles and Princes, the Palaces of - 
'•* Biibops, and the Vineas of Cardinals, but 
*• which, we rightly conje£hired, wouid rccom- 
*** mend us as welcome guefts to the citixens of 
^** St. Marino, whofe own manlinefs of charadler 
^ muft Improve the congenial hardihood of hum- 
** Uepcdeftrians« 

« The 
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<< The diftance from Rimini to the Borgd, 61 
« fubi^bs of Sti MarinO) fdi: the Citta, or city^ 
^ ftands half a mile higher on the hiU» is computed 
^ at ^nly ten Italian milesi But the badneis of 
** the weather and of the roads would have eiv^ 
** creafed the tedioulhefs of our fatiguing journe]{^ 
^ had not our fancies been amufed by the ap- 
*^ pearance and converfadon of fererai perfond 
^* whom we otcafionally met or overtook, and 
^ who, notwithftanding that hardne^ of featured 
^' which chara^rifes mountaineers, difplayed ul 
^* their words and looks a certain candour and 
«< fincerity, with an undefcribed mixture of jhu- 
<* manity and firmnefs, which we had rarely feen 
** pourtrayed on the face of an Italian. Such 
^ virtues, perhaps, many Italians may pofTefsi 
^* fuch virtues Raphael and Guido probably 
** difcemed in their contemporaries j unlefs it be 
'' fuppofed that the Antique not only eilnobled 
^< and exalted, but originally infpired their con*' 
** ceptions. Yet whatever might be the pre- 
^^ eminence of Roman beauty, during the {fi^a* 
^^ dour of the Cinque Cento, it muft be confeflad 
** of the Italians of our days, that the expreifioiif 
<< indicating virtues of the mild or generous caft, 
^< feldom breaks through the dark gloom aad 
** fullen cares which contract their brews and 
^^ cloud their countenances^ 

«At 
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^^ At the diftance of five miles from Rimini, a 
<* fmall rivulet, decorated by a difproportionably 
" large ftone bridge, which at another feaTon of 
** the year would have exemplified the Spanifh 
♦* proverb of a bridge without water, feparates 
** the territories of St. Marino from thofe of the 
^* Pope* Proceeding forward, we found the road 
*« extremely narrow, much worn by the rairj, 
** alternately rough and flippery, and always fa 
** bad, that we congratulated each other on re- 
** jeding the ufe of the miferable rips that were 
^ oflFered to us at Rimini. In the midft of a heavy 
«* {bower we clambered to the Borgo, fituato oa 
** the fide of the hill, and diftant (as already faid) 
^ half a mile from the Citta, on its fummit. The 
** former is deftined for the habitation of peafants, 
** artizans, and ftrangers ; the honour of inha- 
** biting the latter is referved for the nobles, the 
** citizens, and thofe ^ho, in the language of 
** antiquity, would be ftylcd the public guefts of 
** Ae Commonwealth. In the whole territory 
^< there is but one inn ; and that of courfe in the 
*' Borgo ; for lone houfes are rare in all parts of 
«* the Continent, the Britiih dominions alone, by 
^* their native ftrength and the excellence of their 
■** government, being happily exempted from the 
** terror of banditti in time of peacciand marauders 
** in time of war. We difcovercd the inn at St. 

•* Marino, 
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^ Marino, as is ufiial in Italy, by At crowd 
«* before the door. Having entered, we were 
^ civilly received by die landlord, feated by the 
•• fire-fide in company with feveral other ftrangers, 
*< and fpeedily prefented with a bottle of Q>arkling 
^< white wine, the beft we had tafted in Italy, 
^ and refembling Champagne in the chara^ertftic 
♦^ excellencies of that fprightly liquor. 

*' We had not remained long in this Caravaniera 
^ (for fuch is the proper name for the place oC 
^< bofpitality in which we were received), when 
*< the drefs, manners, and converfation of our 
** fellow-travellers ftrongly excited our attention, 
*< and afforded (cope for boundlei^ fpeculadon. 
<* They were the moft (avage-looking men that I 
** bad ever beheld ; covered with thick capottas*, 
*^ of coarfe dafk-browji woollen, lined with blaok \ 
** (beep's (kin. Their hats, which they kept (m ' 
^^ their heads, were of an enormous fize, fwelling 
** to the circumference of an ordinary umbrella. 
*< With their dreft and appearance their words 
^^ and geftures bore too faithful a correipondence. 
<« Schhppr* and •* colteUate" (gun-fhots and dag- 
*« ger-thrufts) were frequently in their mouths. As 
^ the wine went briikly round, the conver&tion 
*^ became flill mpre animated, and took a turn 

• Great coats. 

•• mors 
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** more decidedly terrible. They now talked of 
^* nothing but fierce encounters, hair-breadth 
** efcapes, and hideous lurking-places. From 
•* their whole behaviour, there was reafon to ap- 
^* prehend, that we had unwarily fallen into com- 
'^ pany with Rinaldo's party: but a few hints 
** that dropped from him who was mod intoxi-^ 
** cated finally undeceived us, and difcovered, to 
*^ our fatisfa6lion and fhame, that inftead of a band 
** of robbers j we had only met with ^ party of 
^* fmugglers. Their mafly capottas and broad* 
" brimmed hats formed their defenfive armour 
^' againft Cuftom^houfe officers and Sbirri*j 
" and the narratives which they heat-d ot* related 
*^ with fuch ardor and delight, contained the a^s 
*^ of prowefs by which they had repelled the braver^ 
** of the Romans, and the arts of ftratagem bj^ 
*^ which they had deceived the cUnning of the 
** Tufcans. From the intermediate fituation of 
*^ St. Marino between the dominiians of Tufcany 
^* and thofe of the Pope, its tierritory is continually 
^< infefted by vifits from thofe unlicenfed traffickers^ 
^' who being enemies by trade to thofe who ad- 
^^ minifter the laws and colle£t the revenues of 
** their country, naturally degenerate into daring 
*^ and diforderly ruffians, the terror of peaceful 

* Thofe who execute the Orders of civil magiftrates* 
YOL. !!• T ** men. 
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*• men, and both the difgrace and the bane of ciw* 
«* lized fociety. 

*^ From the company of the fmugglers we 
** longed to feparate^ the more becaufe they 
•* eagerly folicited our flay, promidng to condud 
^* us fafely acrofs the mbuntains, and to defend 
** our perfons and properties againft robbers 9^i 
' ** aflaffins ; but we thought it a piece of good 
** fortune, that our moft valuable property, as^ 
•* we (hewed to them, confifted in our iworda 
** and piftols. Having called our St, Marino 
*< hoft, we paid hint for his wine and his (aufage 
** (profciuitij j and were pleaied to find, that 
** contrary to our univerfal experience of Italian. 
*< landlords, he was uncommonly thankful for a 
•* very moderate gratification ; a Cnguhirity 
^ which, though it probably proceeded from his 
^ being little converfant with Englifli and other 
** opulent travellers, we treafured with delightv 
**• as a confpicuous proof of Republican ^ virtue^ 

*« that 

^ « The words « RcpubRcao virtue* miUl found hard 
** to modern ears^ fo fiiamefully has ^ ^id 0emoeracp 
** abiifed and profaned the name of Republick. Yet* ac* 
*' cording to Maohiavellidnd M ontefquieu, and their maf'- 
<<- ttr Ariilotle, Republick s require more virtue than Mo- 
** narchies, becaufe in JUpublicks the Citizeas make kws. 
** tt» £OT-cni themftlvtsy whereas< in Monarchies the fub- 
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^ that had bfcaped pure arid linfullied from the 
** contagion of thofe worthtefs guefts, with whom 
** the nature of hii^ trade Condemned him often to 
*^ aflbciate. 

«' About twoVclocfc in the afternoon; we left 
"** the Borgo to climb up to the Citta, carrying 
^ our fwords in our right hands $ a precautioii 
** which the company we had juft left warrantisd 
** in this modern Republick, but which, as Thu* 
*« cydides informs Us in his proem,, would have 
^^ expofed lis to be bianded with the appellattoit 
'* of Barbarians in the Republicks of Aritient 
** Greece. Before we had reached the fummtt of 
** the hill, the cloud had difperftdj^ the fun (hone 
«• brlghtj^ we breathed a purer air, and the clear 
*• light which diiplayed the city and territory of^ 
*• St. Marino, was heightened bycontraft with the 
** thick gloom which involved the circumjacent 
** plains. Tranfported with the contemplation 
^ of a landfcape which ieemed fo admirably to 
*• accord with the political ftate of the mountain, 

•* jc£t8 are compelled to obey the laws made by the Prince. 
'^ Id Republican Governments, therefore, the Citizens 
'* ought, in the words of Ariftotle, and of a ft ill higher 
<* authority, * to be a law unto themfelves.' How few^ 
<^ Nations therefore are qualified, in modem times, for 
** living happily under a Republick ; and lead of all, tha^ 
** Nation which hoi ihewn itfelf the lead virtuous of all." 

T 2 ••a bright 
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" a bright gem of liberty amidft the darknefs of 
*' Italian fervitude, we clambered cheerfully over' 
" the precipices,, never reflieiiing that as 'there 
*^ was not any place of reception for ftrangers in 
** the Citta, we might poiEbly be expofed to the 
** alternative of fleeping in the ftreets^ o^ return^ 
** ing to the Caravanfera, crouded with fmuggkrsy 
•* whofe intoxication might exafperate their na^ 
*^ tural ferocity. From all our paft remarks, we 
^^ had concluded that the vice of drunkennefs was 
•* abominated even by the loweft claffes of the 
•* Italians. We dreaded their fury and their knives 
** in this unufual ftate of mind ; but amidft all our 
** terrors could not forbear philofophifing * on 
** what we had feen,. and conjeduring, from the 
** tumultuous merriment and drunken debauchery 
« of the fmugglers, that the famed fobriety of the 
** Italian Nation is an artificial virtue arifing from 
** fituation and accident, not depending on tem- 
*^ perament, or refulting from charader. Drink- 
** ing is the vice of men whofe lives are chequere4 
'<* by viciffitudes of toil and eafe, of danger and 

* ''This word requires an apology; for the facred name 
" of Philofophy has been as ihamcfuUy polluted in modern 
'« times, by Sophifts and Sceptics, as the word Republick 
«* by Madmen and Levellers. The prefent generation 
'<« muftpafs away, before either of thefe terms can refurat 
^* its'priftiae «nd native honours." 

*^ fecu- 
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^ fecurlty. It is the vice of foldiers, marinep^ 
** and huntfmen ; of throfe who exercife boifterous 
" occupation^ or purfue dangerous amufeoients; 
*< and if die modern Italians are Jefs addiSed to 
** excefs in wine than the Greeks and Rotpans in 
** antient, or the Englifh and Germans in modern 
^* times, their temperance may fairly be afcribed 
** to the indolent monotony of their liftlefs lives ; 
^ which, being never exhaufted by fatigue, jcan 
^ never be gladdened 'by .repofe ; and being never 
** agitated 4)y the terrors of danger, can never be 
«^* tranfported by the joys of deliverance. 

M From thefe airy fpeculations, by which we 
'**.. fancied 4hat we ilripped Italy of what fome 
.** travellers have too haftily concluded fto be the 
*< only virtue which {he has left, we ^ivere 
^ awakened by the appearance of a venerable 
*^ perfon, in a bag wig and iword, cautioufly 
** leading his Bourrique ♦ dpwn the precipice. 
f^ He returned our falute wkh an air <rf courtefy 
' ** befpeaking fuch aflFability, th^l we guickly 
^' entered into converfation with him, and dif- 
** covered to our furprize and joy, that we were 
f^ in company with a very refpeftable perfonage^ 
5* and one whom Mr. Addifon has dignified with 
f^ the appellation of * the fourth man in the State/ 

P Aft. 
? 3 ^ The 



d by Google 



IjB . . AlirEC£U>T£8 C(F SOldS 

^* The ftipendiary phyfickm ef St MariHp (Af 
V this was the perfon with whom we were con- 
^* verfing) told US| d)a( we might bse accommo* 
*^ dated with good lodging in the Convent cf 
*' Capuchins ; and as we were ftraogers, that he 
*} would retupi, (hew us ^ hottfe^ and prefent u$ 
f* to Father BonelU. We exprefled our unwiU 
^* lingnefs to give him the trpuble of again af? 
^< cending the hill s but of thi$ trouble -the deeply^ 
^ wrinided mountaineer made lights and w« 
** yielded tp his propolal with only j^pparent re* 
f^ luftance; iince^ to the indelicacy of introducing 
<^ ourfelves, we preferred the introdu£liQn of a 
f * man whom we hs^l eve^ cafually met with on 
f* the road. To the Convent we were admitted 
f * by ^kfratefewenU^ or lay friar, and conduced 
^ to the Padre Maefir/i^ the Prbr Bonellij a man 
'* iixty years old, and, as we were told by the 
^^ Pbyfician, defcended from one of the nobleft 
^ families in the ComjxK>nweal(h. Having rer 
<c ceived and returned fuch compliments as are 
** held indifpenfable in this ceir^monious country^ 
f^ the Prior copdnded us above ilairs, and fhewed 
U us two clean and coa^ortable chambers, whick 
^* he &id we might cpmmand, while we deigned to 
^ honour the Republiclc (fuch were his expreffions) 
** with the favour of our reiidence. As to our 
ff entertainment, he fai^ we might, as beft pleafe<^ 

" ■ ' « us. 
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** US, either fup^part by Quxfelves, orm^compaay 
•^ .with him and his monks. We told'Jiim, our 
** happinefs would be compkte, wjerc we permitted 
^< to co^oy^ the advantage of his company and 
"^^ conver&tion. My converfation 4 You ihaH 
"^^ foon enjoy better than mine^ fmce within hak* 
^ an hour I (hall have the honom: of conducting 
^^ you to the houfe of a charming young Lady (fo 
** I muft call her, though my own kinfwoman}, 
^ whofe Ci7ff%;^ry27z/o;z^ aiTembles this evening* Du- 
** ring this^alogue a fervant arrived, bringing our 
** portmanteau .from Rimini, and thereby enabling 
^' us with more decency of appearance to pay our 
-** refpofb to the Lady, in company with the Prior 
<* her uncle. The Signora P ■■■ ■ received us po- 
*^ litely in an inner ^rtment, after we had pafTod 
*' thrpugh^two outer xooo^,. in each of which these 
^ was a fervant in waiting. Above a dozen 
*^ Gentlemen, well drefied and polite afto: the 
^^ faf)iion of Italy, with fix other Ladies, formed 
<* this agreeable party. * Coffee and Sorbettis 
<< being ferved, cards were introduced ; and m 
^< quality of Grangers, we had the honour of lofing 
*' a few fequins at Ombre with the Miftrefe of 
** the Houfe, Thc^ther Ladies prefent took up, 
** each of them, two Gentlemen; for Ombre is 
>< the univerfai game, becaufe in Italian AfTemblies 
^* the aumber of men commonly triples that of 
T 4 " women J 
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** women } the latter, when unmarried, feldom 
" going abroad ; and when married, being am- 
** bitious of appearing to receive company every 
«* evening at home. During the intervals of play, 
*' we endeavoured to turn the converfation on the 
/* hiftory and prcfent ftate of St. Marino, but 
** found this fubje£l to be too grave for the com- 
*^ pany. In this little State, as well as in other 
** parts of Italy, the focial amufements of life 
** confifting chiefly in what are called Convert 
^^ fazioni^ have widely deviated from the Sy»i- 
** pofta of the Greeks and the Convivia of the 
<^ Romans. Indead of philofophical dialogues 
** and cpideiktic orations ; and inftead of thofe 
** animated rehearfals cf approved works of hif* 
•* tory and poetry, which formed the entertain- 
^' ment and delight of' antiquity, the modern 
*' Italian Converfaziones exhibit a very different 
" fcene ; a fcei^e in which play is ^Ijp bufinefs \ 
«' gallantry the amufement ; and of whidh avarice, 
** vanity, and mere fenfual pleafure form the 
*< fole connefting principle and chief ultimate 
^ end. Such infipid and fuch mercenary Af- 
** femblies are fometimes enlivened by the jokes 
** of the buffoon; the Jmprovifatore fometimes 
^* difplays in them the powers of his memory 
'• rather than the elegance of his fency; and 
f< ^Qxj enteftj^inraent in Italy, whether gay or 

^\ ferioMS, 
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** ferious, is alwaj'S feafoned with mufic-, but 
** chiefly/ that foft voluptuous mufic which was 
«* bani(bed by Lycurgus, profcribcd by Plato, and 
*< prohibited by other LegiflatotSy under feverc 
** penalties, as unfriendly to virtue and deftruftivc 
** of manhood. The great amufements of life are 
** commonly nothing more than images of its 
** neceflary occupations ; and where the latter, 
** therefore, are different, fo alfo muft be the 
** former. Is it becaufe the occupations of the 
** Antients were lefs foftened than thofe of the 
«* Moderns, that women are found to have afled 
*^ among different Nations fuch different parts in 
<* Society? and that the contraft is fo ftriking 
**' between the wife of a citizen of St. Marino, 
♦* furrounded with her card-tables, her mufic, and 
•* her admirerSj and the Roman Lucretia, noSIs 
«' ferd deditam Ian a inter lucuhr antes a n cilia s^ 
** (Tit. liv. i. 57.) or the more copious defcrip- 
** tions of female modefty and induftry given by 
** Ifchomachus in Xenophon's Treatife on Do- 
** meftic QEconomy ? In modern Italy this con- 
*' traft of manners difplays its greateft force. 
*' Though lefs beautiful and lefs accompli(hed than 
*' the EngUih and French, the Italian women 
** expeft fuperior attention, and exaft greater 
** affiduitics. To be well with the Ladies, is the 
*' higheft ambition of the men. Upon this prin- 

" ciplc 
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<* ciplc their manoersarc fbrmcdi by thip their 
** behaviour is regulated; and the art of convcr- 
** fation^ ia its utmoft fprightUnefe and highcift 
** perfeSion, is reduced to that playful wanton- 
** jieft, which touching flightly on what is felt 
** moft fenfibly, amufes with ^rpetual ibadows of 
*^ defired realities. 

" To the honour of St. Marino, it nauft :be 
<* obferved, that neither the Prior Bonelli, nor 
** two CounfeJlors who were prefcnt, took any 
" confiderable part in this too fportive conver- 
^' fationj ahdthe Gentlemen at the Signora^P — r-'s 
** \yerc chiefly Romans and Florentines; men, 
^ we were told, whom fometimes misfortune and 
♦' fometimes iuclinaticn, but more frequently ex- 
" travagance and neceflity, drive from their se- 
** fpeftive countries, and who, having reladons 
^* or friends in St. Marino, eftabli^ themfclves in 
V that cheap city, where fheyf^bfift on the wreck 
5* of their fortunes, ^ad elude the purfuit of their 
** creditors. 

*' Next morning Bonelli having invited feveral 
f* of his fellow-citij^ens to drink chDcpolate, wc 
•* learned from them, that the morality and piety 
f^ which bad long diftinguiflied St, Marino, daily 
f' fuffered decline through the contagious influence 
f' of thofe intruders, whom good policy ought 
ff ixeyer to have admitted within the territory, but 

^' whom 
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^^ ivhom the indulgence of humanity could not 
?* be prevailed on to expeU 

** After breakfaft, our gopd-iiatured landlord 
f ^ kind)y propofed a walk, that his Engliih guefts 
f* might view the city and adjacent country. The 
f< main flreet is well payed;^ but narrow and deep, 
** The fimilarity of the Houfes indicates a happy 
** mediocrity of fortqne. There is a fine cifteri^ 
f< of pure water ; ^nd we admired the ^oolneis 
M and drynefe of the wine-cellars, ventilated by 
f* communications with caverns in the rock. To 
f * this circumflance, a$ much as to the quality of 
f ' the foil and careful culture of the grape^ the 
^ wine of St. Marino is indebted for its peculiar 
f* excellence. 

'< The whole territory of the Republick extends 
f* about thirty miles in circumference. It is of 
f^ an irregular oval form, and jts mean diameter 
f< may be eflimated at fix EngliOi miles. The 
*< foil naturally craggy and barren, and hardly fit 
f < for goat3, yet a£tually maintains (fuch are the 
f* attraftions of Liberty) upwards of feven thou- 
f* fand perfonsj and being everywhere adorned 
f* by mulberry-trees, vines, and olives, fupplies 
f < the materials of an advantageous trade, particu- 
f* larly in filk, with Rome, FForence, and other 
f } cities of Italy. 



""l^ 
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•* In extent of territory, St, Marino, inconfidcr 
** rable as it feems, equals many Republiclcs that 
•• have performed mighty atchievements and purr 
•* chafed immortal renown. The independent 
-** States of Thefpiae and Platxa were refpeftively 
•* Icfs cxtenfivc J and tbeboundaries of the modem 
•* Republick exceed tbofe of ^gina ai^d Megaraj 
^ the former of which was diftinguifhed by its 
♦* commer^ce and its colonies in Egypt and the 
•* Eafl- ; and the latter, as Lyfias and Xenophop 
^ inform us, could bring into the field, befides 
^* proportional bodies of light troops, 3000 hardy 
** pilcemen^ who with the feryice of Mars united 
** that of Ceres and of Bacchus ; extrafting from 
^ bleak hills and rugged mountaios rich harv^ftj 
•* and teeming vintages. 

** The remembrance of our beloved Republicks 
*• of Greece, ennobled by ths ineftiinable gifts of 
** unriv^illed genius, endeared to vs St. Marino* 
** even byitslittlenefs. In tbisliterary cnthufiafm^ 
** we could willingly have iraverfed every inch of 
•* its diminutive territory : but politencis required 
•' that we {hould not fubje£k Bonelli and hij 
«* friends to fuch unneceflary fatigue ; and the 
** changeablenefs of the weather, a continual varia- 
** ""^on of funfljine and cloudinefs, the folemnity 
** of dark magnifying vapours, together with the 
** velocity of drizzly or gjeamy fliowers, produced 
► *« fuch 
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** fuch unufual accidents of light and fhade in this 
•* mountain fcene, as often fufpended the motioof 
*^ of our limbs, and fixed our eyes in aftonifhment, 
*' From the highcft top of St. Marino we behell 
^'* the bright fummit of another and far loftier 
** mountain, towering above, and beyond, a dart 
** cloud, which by contraft threw the conical top 
^^ of the hill to fuch a diftance, that it feemed to 
** rife from anotheif" world. The height of Su 
*' Marino (we were told) had b^een accurately 
•' meafured by Father Bofcovich, and foubd to be' 
** nearly half a mile above the level of the neigh^' 
*' touring fea. 

•* Alraofl: immediately after returning from our 
** walk, dinner was ferved at the Convent ; for 
** the politenefs of Father Bonelli had prolonged 
*' his ftay abroad far beyond Ms ufual hour of 
*' repaft. Speedily after dinner we were con- 
*' dudied by the good father to the ConvcrfaxUru 
** of another lady, alfo his relation, where wc 
** had the honour of meeting the Capitaneos^ or 
" Confuls, the Comm'tfareo^ or Chief Judge, ^t\^ 
** feveral diftinguifhed Members of the Senate, 
** Recommended only by our youih and CMriof^tyi, 
" we fpent the evening moft agreeably with 
** thofe refpedable magifiratcs, who were as com=» 
" municative in anfweringas incjuifitiye in afting 
*' queftions. The company continually m^ 

^* creaiingi 
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•* creafing, and Father BonclK carefully addreflin^ 
•• all new-comers by the titles of their refpedive 
** offices, we were furprifed toward Ae clofe of 
** the evening, and the ufoa) hour of retirement, 
^ that we had not yet feen II Signor Dcttore and 
•• // Padagogo Pnblico^ the Phyfician and School- 
•• matter, whom Mr. Addifon reprefcnts as twa. 
•* of the moft diftinguifhed dignitaries in the 
•* Commonwealth* A fhort acquaintance is fuf- 
*• fictent to infpire confidence between congenial 
•* minds. We frankly teftified our furprize to the 
*• Father. He laughed heartily at our fimplicity, 
•< and thought the joke too good not to be com- 
*• municated to the company. When ^their vo- 
** ciferous mirth had fubfided, an old gentleman> 
•* who had been repeatedly invefted with the 
** higheft honours of his country, obferved, that 
•* he well knew Mr. Addifon*s account of St. 
•* Marino, >^ich had been tranflatcd more than 
** once into the French and Italian languages. 
•* Remote and inconfiderablc as they were, his 
•* anceftors were highly honoured by the notice 
** of that illuftrious traveller, who, he imderftood, 
♦♦ was not only a claffic author in Englifli, but 
** an author who had uniformly and «ioft fuc- 
•• cefsfiilly employed his pen in the caufe of Vir- 
<• tue and Liberty. Yet, as muft often happen 
•* to travellers, Mr. Addifon, he: continued, has, 

« in 
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^ in fpeaktng of this fittle Republick, been de- 
*' eeived by firft appearances. Neither our 
*• Schoolmafter nor Phyfician enjoy any pre- 
** eminence in the State. They arc maintained 
•^ indeed by public falaries, as in feveral other 
•* cities of Italy j and there is nothing peculiar in 
** their condition here, except that the School- 
** mafter has more and the Phyfician lefs to do 
** than in moft other places, b-caufe our difea(es 
** are fe w^ and our children are many.. l^Ws lally 
•♦ having been received with approbation by the 
*« company, the veteran proceeded to explain the 
♦* real diftin£Uon of ranks in St. Marino, confift- 
** ing in the JVbW/r, Cittadini^ and Stipendiate^ 
** Ndbles, Citizeos, and Stipendiaries. The 
>* Nobles^ he told us, exceeded not twenty fa- 
** nulled, of which feveral enjoyed eftates with- 
^ out the territory) worth from three to eight 
*^ hundred pounds a-year fterling r That, itoro, 
•* refpeil to the Holy See, under whofe protcc- 
^ tkon the Republick had long fubfifted q^uietly and 
^ happil/y many perfons of diftin&ion. in the 
•*, Pope's territories had beea admitted Gttadini 
^ Hanoratiy Honorary Citizens of St.. Marino^ 
** particularly feveral illnftrious houfes of Riming 
•* and the forty noWe fimiilies of Bologna. Even 
^ of the Venetian Nobles themfelves, antient as 
** Acy certainly wcrei and inreftcd ts they ftill 

** COIb- 
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** contlnaed to be with the whole fovereignty 0/ 
** their country; many difdained not to be aflb-* 
** ciated to the diminutive honours of St. Marino, 
•* and to increafe the number of its citizens; and 
^* that this aggregation Of illuftrious foreigners^ 
•* far from being confidered as dangerous to public 
*♦ liberty, was deemed eflential, in fo fmall a Com- 
^ mon wealth, to national fafety. 

^ Left the converfation might take another 
^* turn, I drew from my pbcket Mr. Addifon's ac- 
••* count of St. Marino, which^ being exceedingly 
^ fhort, I begged leave Co read, that his errors, if 
" he had committed any, might be corfe6led, and 
*^ the alterations noted which the country had un- 
^* dergone in the fpace of feventy years, from 1703 
*' to 1773; 

** The prop6fai being obligingly accepted, I 
^« read in Mr; Addifon, * They have at St. Ma- 
** rino five churches, and reckon above five thou- 
^' fand fouls in their community.^ Inftead of which 
*' I virad defired to fay, ^ They have in St Marino 
^ ten pari(he$, ten churches, and reckon above 
•* feven thoufand fouk in their community/ 
^< Again Mr. Addifon fays, ' The Council of 
^^ Sixty, notwithftanding its name, confifts but of 
f^ forty perfons.' That was the cafe when thi$ 
*« illuftrious author vifited the Republick ; but the 
^^ Couacil has fince that time been augo^ented 

«* by 
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^ |jy 'twenty membfefs^ ahd the iiumbeif how 
"^ agfces With the nirtie. TEefe fcircumftihces 
^ arfe ImpoVtarit ; for FrotA therii It appears, that 
^* white the fteighbourihg territory of Rome is 
^* impoveri(h6d ^nd gloomed by the dominion oi 
•* ecclefiaftics, oF which, In the words of D^. 
^ Robertfod, • to Fqdeeie and to amafs, not to 
*^ melloi-ate, is the ohj^Q. * j^ ind while the neigh- 

*^ bouring 

• " Sec Robmfon's fcharleS V. vol. I. fe^.iii. p. 1J7. 
*** The bodlfor adds, ** The patrimony of St. Peter was 
•^ W<^fc govelrncd rii^n ifnjr other part of Edrope ; and 
^* thengh a gtneroua Ponti^fnight fdfptnd for a little^ 
^< or couBtera^ th^ efiHt of tbofe ticM Whkh are ptftfu* 
f* liar to the goverpmenk ^f eccleiUftici, the dtfeife Aot 
^* only reinainned incurable, but has gone on incrcafing 
'* from age to age, and the decline of the Sta^e ha» kept 
^* pace with itn progreft;*' On reading over this paiTage 
« a doubt arife^ whether It ought not to be expunged, as 
•• unjuftly feverev Considered in one riew^ the dotninion 
*< of the Popes wis naturally prejodkial to Society ; but 
*« an evi! becomes a good, Which prevents evils greater 
** than itfelf. The authority of Popes refirained the 
^* alternate tyranny of paratoiount Kings and feudal 
^' Barotas. Rtligit^n, in its leaft perfect form, was a 
** chetk to headftrong padion, and a reflraint on ruffian 
'** violekice : and fhould it be admitted, that the temporal 
** governmtnt of ecclefiaftics had tended to deprefs the 
^' ihduftlry and populoufnefs of their immediate domini#ns 
** (a pofition which would require a very complex and 

VOL. IJ. V « cla- 
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" bouring cities of Tufcany are accufed of Itnm^ 
^< fully abandoning their privileges and their wealth 
*^ Co the Grand Dulpe, who, psurfimonious in the 
^^ extreme, as to his own peribn and government 
^' is thought felicitous of feconding by his heavy 
^^ purfe the wild projedls of his brother the Empe- 
*' ror Jofephy the little Republick of St. Marino, 
^^ on the contrary, has been increallng its popu- 
^' loufiiefs, confirming its ftrength, and extending 
f ^ the bads of its government. For thefe advan* 
^ tages it is indebted to its mountainous fituation, 
*^ virtuous manners, and total want of ambition i 
** which laft-mentioned qualities, as antient bif- 
^' tory teaches us, are far from being charafleriftic 
*< of Republican government ; though a Repub- 
^^ lick that is without them, caii neither fubHfl: 
^* happily itfelf, nor allow happinefs to its neigh- 
<« hours. 

*^ In the Republicks of Italy (St. Marino alone 
<< excepted), the people at large are excluded, by 
<< the circumftance of their birth, irom any prin- 

** elaborate inveftigation to fubftantiate), yet this local de- 
•* prciFion would be compcnfated and overbalanced by the 
" diftinguiihed merit of the Popes, in the prefcrvation, ad- 
. ** vancementy and dilution of learning, civility, and 
** elegant arts ; to which Rome, in barbarous ages, offered 
** the only, or the fafeft, afylun) j and of which /he ftiU 
** exhibits the mod iaeflimablc models." 

** cipal 
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^ cipal fhare in the fovereignty. Inftead of- one 
« Royal Matter, they are rubjefts of 600 * petty 
** Princes; and their condition is fer lefs eligible 
** ^an that of the fubje£ls of Monarchies ; be- 
•* caufe the latter cannot be cdlleAively degraded 
•* by the rank of a Monarch, which, excluding 
** compafifon^ is fuperior to envy ; and are indi- 
** vidually entitled to afpirfe, by their talents and 
** merits, to the exercife of every magiftracy, 
*' and to the enjoyment of every preferment and 
<« every honour which their King and Country 
** can beftow. The Rcpublick of St. Marino, on 
** the other hand, like feveral Commonwealths of 
** Antiquity, and like fome lefler Cantons of 
** Switzerland, for the greater are univerfally 
*^ moulded after the rigid Italian model, contains 
♦* what is found by experience to be a due mixture 
** of popular government among fo fimple a people, 
*^ and in fo fmall a State. The Council of Sixty 
** is equally compofed of Nobili and Cittadinlp 
** Patricians and Plebeians. This Council, which 

^ *' In the (hop of an eminent bookfellet and publiiher 
'' cf an anttent and celebrated Republick of Italy, I was 
** explaining to a young patrician the nature of inEngUflt 
" Circulating Library. Why don't you, faid he, turn- 
** ing to the bookfcller, introduce fuch an inllitution? 
*• The Oilier replied, Sono trojtpo princi^i f'^'We bat* 
** ito irany princes." 

u a *• may 
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^ nutj be ealed the Senate, condu^tbeordS* 
^ narjr braftcbesof public adoaniftratioft; but tiie 
^ Jr4ng$^ or Aflembly of tbe People^ oentauiii^ 
^ i Reprefimftath^ from eiiefy boufe ot bxaSlf^ i» 
^ fttmnion^ ftir the pcupoTt of de^oaa aad oi^ 
^ other hnporttot emergnfciea : it ha« alwajt z^ 
^ proved the decifions of the Senate*. In chufii^ 
*< Senators and Magiftratety the i9eipe<^ ofi the citi«> 
*' sen$ fof bereditery worth commonly ntiiea die 
^ fon to tbe dignity before hdd by his fatheiw. 
'^ Indeed mod profeifions and employments de- 
^ fcend in lineal fiiccei&on among this finiplr 
^' people; a circumftance which expbuAS a very 
^^ extraordinary hSt mentioned by Mir> AddafoB^. 
•^ that in two purchafes ntade refpe^iveljr in- the: 
^ years ilo:>and M70> the names of the com-- 
^< roiffioners or agents, on the part of the Elepub^ 
<< Uck, IbouM be the fame in both traniaAions^ 
^^ though the deeds were executed at the dtflance 
** of fcventy years frcwi each other* 

^ Notwithftanding the natural and. proper i»* 
" fluence of wealth and birth and merit, the 
^ liberties and prbperties of individuals are in- 
^ Comparably more lafe in St. Marino than theji 
•* can ever pofBbly be under the cspricious tyranny. 
** of a levelling Democracy} ^ndthe people at 
** large have the firmeft fecurity, that thwir fupe- 
<^ riors will not abufe their j[uft gre»eminencey. 
. . **"finoa 
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•^ fincc all the plebeians of full age are trained to 
** arms, and commanded by a fort of military Tri- 
•*• bunc of their own chufing) whofe emplo3mient 
*' is inferior in dignity to that of the Capitaneos^ 
^^ or Conitils, yet altogether diftinft from the ju- 
♦* rifflidion of thofe Patrician Magiftrates. This 
•* important military officer is overlooked by Mr. 
** Addifon, who has aHb omitted to mention the 
"** Treafiirer of the Republiclc, The bufinefs of the 
^^ latter coniiftsin coHe£Hng and adminiftering the 
■•* publick contributions, and in paying the Stlpetf^ 
** diati or Penfionaries, whofe falaries, as may he 
"** imagined, are extremely moderate ; that oJF the 
*' Commiffareo^ or Chief Judge, amounting only to 
^* fixty pounds a- year. His income is confider- 
** ably augmented by ^\Qfpprtula or fees paid by 
*' the litigant parties^ fo that his whole appoint- 
** ments fell little (hort of one hundred pounds per 
** ann. a fum which in this primitive Common- 
'< wealth is found fufficient to fupport the dignity 
*« of a Chief Juftice. 

" The laws of St. Marino are contained in i 
*« thin folio, printed at Rimini, entitled, " Statuta 
^ Illuftrijftma ReipublU^ ;'* and the whole hiftory 
*< of this happy and truly illuftrious, becaufe 
** virtuous and peaceable, community is com- 
f* prifed ift the account of a war in which the 
^' Commonwealth affifted Pope Pius II. againft 
u 3 /^ Malatefta, 
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*' Malatcfta, Prince of Rimini j in the records of 
^< the purcbafeof twocaftles, with their dependent 
•« diftrifts, in the years iioo and 1 170; and in the 
*' well-authenticated narrative of the foundation of 
^< the State above fourteen hundred years ago hy 
*' St. Marino, a Dalmatian Architeft, who, bav- 
<* ing finifhed with much honour the repairs of 
♦• Rimini, retired to this folitary mountain, prac- 
^' tifed the aufterities of a hermit, wrought mir4^ 
^^ cles, and with the affiftance of a few admirers 
/* built a church and founded a city, which his re- 
^' putation for f^ndity fpeedily reared, extended, 
♦* and filled with inhabitants. In the principal 
** church, which as well as that of the Francifcans 
** contains fome good pictures, the ftatue of this 
*' Saint and Lawgiver is ere£led near thq high al- 
^^ tar. He holds a Mountain in his hand, arid is 
*' crowned with three Caftles j emblems which, 
•' from what has been above faid, appear fitly cho- 
<* fen for the arms of the Republickc, 

" Mr. Addifon obferves, th^t the origin pf 
- <^ St, Marino tn\\^ be acknowledged to be far 
*' nobler than that of Roa\e, v\rhich was anafylum 
•* for robbery and murderers, whereas St, Marioo 
. *♦ was the refort of perfons epiinent for their piftty 
^* and devotion* This obfervation appears toipe 
f« to be erroneous in two refpe(5^, d^coratipg 
^s yi^itt\ unfair houoiurs the one Rcpublick, ^d 

" heapir.g 
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•• heaping unmerited difgrace on the other* If 
" piety founded St. Marino, with this piety much 
« fuperftition was intermixed; a fuperftition un- 
" friendly to the beft principles of fociety, and 
^ hoftile to the favourite ends of nature, preaching 
•• celibacy, and exadling mortification, the hideous 
•* offspring of ignorance and terror, detefting men 
'* as criminals, and trembling at God as a tyrant. 
** But Rome, according to the only hiftorian* 
^ who has circumflantially and authentically de- 
" fcribed its early tranfadions, was an expanfion 
^^ of Alba Longa, itfelf a Grecian colony, which, 
*^ according to the immemorial and facred cuftom 
** of its mother-country, -diffiifed into new fettJe- 
^^ ments the exuberance of a flourifliing popu- 
^ lation, produced by the wifeft and moft liberal 
*^ inftitutions. According to the fame admirable 
^^ hiftorian^ the manly diicernment of Romulus 
^ offered an afylum not merely for robbers and 
^ murderers, but for tbofe who were threatened 
^ with murder or robbery, who fpuroedfubje^ion, 
^* or fled from oppreffion ^ for amid^ t^e lawle6 
^ turbulence of antient italy^ t^e weak needed 
^ proteSors againft the ftrong, Ae few againi): 
*^ the many; and Rome, at her earlieil age^ 
^ already fyftematically affifted the weakeft party ^ 

* Pionyiiut of Hal^carnaflas* 

V 4, ^< thi^ j 
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** thus adopting in her infimey that iio)iii0l|* 
^^ htfoiAiif thufc yfu dcftined, t>7 ^m an4 m;^icl| 
^* Aepi, to comiufl H«r mai^boo^ «nd tnamrity tor 
*^ the fiiir favereignty of conAmij^ N^tkms. 

^ Bofth in iknir origin 9i^ in thoir progrcS^ 
*( I^oiPf wi $t. Marino form ^ naf nral objeds, 
^ not ind^ of a co9ipari(bn, but of a ftriUng 
^ contraft} and compr^flbd a$ is th^ la»ar Re* 
^« publick beiwf^n the iJomi^ioi^ of the Pop^ an4^ 
« tb^ <tf tb^ Grand Pufcc, tq who^ fubjaat 
<( $t^ MarM^ i$ boHiid to aVow a free pafis^ 
" through ita territory! its citizen* would dcferye 
<* ridicuk er pitjf) did tbey aff«^ the chara^r^ 
<f Otr tiiHtate the maximSn of ^^ qp^agnan^nous 
<< Senators, wbOt foi* the ^[Mce of ipofe ^han two 
« ecnturies, fwayed the politici^s and ^oatrouled 
^ the revolmiofis of Ae worid* Convinced tha^ 
^ tbtir indapaMoA^ rerfults from their infigni- 
^ fi^ancy* {h« Semtors ^ ^t. Marino fmilfd, 
5^ when we read in Mr^ Addiion» ^ Thefe Re<- 
<^ puUic^^ wouiid'^l ^^r l^rties dear to any 
i^ that atfaokf d them.' We had not the indeli- 
ss cacy to d^re them t9 interpret thji« (milfii or 
^ %Q make o4r(bfve6 anjf ^ofnu^ept upon it, being 
^< perCiiade4 tbati pceparioHS and Aadowyas their 
f^ liberty is, (heir '^^fidnal l^nowiedg^ and their 
*< yirtMes have enabled them toextrad from it both 
^^ fubftantial and permanent er^oyment, and make 

" them 
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^ tlwtn live happier here, atntdft rocks and fnows, 
^ than are their Tufcaii and Roman ntighbours 
^ in rich plains ^nd warm viliies* 

<« To the inhabilants of this little State, the 
** jtrenga^ the Counpil, the different <Mct% of 
^ magiftracy, innocent rural labours, and military 
*^ exercifes e(]|ually ufeful and innocent, fuppl/ 
♦< a continual fucceffion of manly engagements. 
^ Hopes ax)d fears refpefting the fefety of their 
♦' country awaken curiofity and excite imjuiry, 
^ They read the gazettes of Europe with intereft ; 
** tbey ftudy hiftory with improvement ; in con- 
** verfatjon their queftions are peftinentj and 
** their anfwers fetisfaSory. Contrary to what 
♦* has $een obferved by travellers of other 
^ Italians, the citizens of St. Marino delight in 
H literaiy cpnverfafion ; apd Mr. Addiibn- remarks, 
♦* that he hardly met with an unlettered man 
^ in thejr Republick. In fpeaking of Beccaria*s 
*< book on Style, then recently publiflied, one of 
f* the Senators fajd, that it was a treatife on ftjie 
^^ in a very bad ftyle, abounding in (alfe ornaments 
*• and epigrammatic gallfcifm. Another obferved, 
^' he wiihed that fafhionable writer, who had been 
f< commented on by Voltaire, an author ftill more 
^ &(bionable and more pernicious than hinv- 
^< felf, would coiffine himfeif to fuch harmlefs 
*♦ topics as fheloric and ftyle \ for his book on 

** Crimes 
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^Crimes and Punifliments v^s calctilaCed to i<P 
*^ much ferious mifebief^ at kail to prevent much 
*•- pofitive good 5 bccaufe in that popular work he 
•* had declaimed very perfuafively againft capkal 
•^ poniflMnentSy in a country long difgraced by 
^ capital crimes, which vircrc icarcely ever capi- 
^ tally puniihed* 

^ The love of ktters which diftir^uifbes the 
^* people of St. Marino makes them regret that 
•• they ^re feldom vifited by literary travellers* 
•* Of our own ccuntrymen belonging to this de- 
** fcription^ they mentioned with much refpeft 
•* Mr» AddUbn and II Signor Giovanni Symonds> 
** now Profeffor of Hiftory in the Univerfity of 
*' Cambridge. We were proud of beipg clafled 
^ withiiich men by the hoiieft fimplicity of thefe 
*^ virtuous Mountaineers, whom we left with 
**^ regret, moft heartily wifliing to them th^ con- 
^ tinuance of their liberties ; which, to men of 
** their chara£ler, and theirs only, are real and 
•^ foUd bleffings. 

" For let it never be forgotten, that the incfti- 
** mable gjft of civil liberty may often be provH 
*' dentially with-held, becaufe it cannot be fafely 
^^ bcftowed> unlefs rational knowledg.e has been 
^ attaijied) and virtuous habits have been acquired* 
^ In the language of the wifeft man of Pagan 
^ antlijuity, a great length of time k rc^uifite t» 

♦• tlw^ 
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** the formation of any moderately good Govern^ 
♦* ment ; becawfe that Government is always the 
** beft, which is the beft adapted to the genitis 
« and habits of its fubje^s *. The inftitutions 
** which fult the well-balanced frame of mind of 
*' the Mountaineers of St. Marino, who, breathing 
*' a purer air, feem to have dive fled themfelves of 
" many of the grofier and more earthly affcSions, 
** might ill accord with the foftened tenants of 
** the Capuan Plains ; lince, according to the 
*' fame penetrating fearcher into the Cecrets <]f 
** human nature, * the inhabitants of the Forta» 
" nate Iflands, if fuch iflands really exift, niuft 
" either be the moft virtuous or the nioft 
•* wretched of men/ Ariftotle hardly knew the 
•' inhabitants of the Britifh Ifles^ butletus,who 
** know ourfelves and our good fortune, confide 
^* in the aflurancc, that this incomparable Author 
*^ would no longer entertain the above geographi- 
*^ cal doubt, were he to revive in the eighteendi 
** century, and to vifit the Britifli dominions under 
" the government of George III. As we have 
^^ long been the happieft of Nations, let us cherifii 
♦' the hope, that the caufes of our happinefs are, 
** morally fpeaking, inalterable. The charaiier 
*^ of our anceftors, uniting, beyond all people on 
M ^arth, firmnefs with humanity, gave to us our 
* 4riftQt. roiitics, ii, 6. 

** Qovcwi- 
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*^ Government ; and the prefervation of our Go- 
*• vernment, as it now ftands, under a Prince who 
^ is at once the Patron and the Model of thofe vir- 
** tues on which alone National profperity can reft, 
^ forms the fureft pledge for the ftability of that 
•* charafter, which has long adorned, and we truw 
** will ever adorn, the pnvied aanie of Briton.** 

The Engraving of Aj-BEJIokj sioncxedis made 
from a portrait of that ^xtr^oriJiugry perfon, by 
Trevisanj, in the ppiTi;£ou of the Dvjcfi of 
Beaufort, at Badminton ntar Bath, which was 
jprefepted by his Eminence hiaifelf to bis Gran4- 
fether. 

The View of San Mariko is taken from la 
flcetch madef upon the fpot by Mr. Wilsok, the 
cckbrated Landfcape-Paintcr, in 77515 when he 
travelled through Italy in company with Mr. Lock. 
oi Norbury-Park. ' 



J N N Ey 

QUEEN OF EKCLANI>. 

WHEN the hufband of this Princefs, George 
Prince of Denmark, joined King William, James 
the Second merely faid, ** What, has t.he little EJi- 
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•« ilpoffible left me at laft ?" But when he hear*, 
of Anne's defeftioir he faid, ** Good God, am i 
•* then abandoned by my children V 

It appears by the Memoirs of the times, that 
Anne was very sinxrous that no violence flioaM be 
Gfffcrcd to her brothaf's life, when he fought in 
the French army againil thofe of the Allies^ Had 
this Princefs lived longer^ great efforts would moil 
probably have been made to place him upon the 
throne of thefe kingdoms after her death. Tbv 
Dulce of Marlborough and Lord Bolingbroke were 
well afFeded to his facce/Eon i Lord Oxford wa» 
wavering. 

^rah Ducbefe of Marlborough, in her 
" Opinions,"' fays, " The Queen^s jowney t» 
^ Nottingham was purely accidental, but occa^ 
** fioned by the great fright Ihe was hi wheir 
^ King James the Second returned to Salisbury > 
** upon which (he feid flie would ^mp out of the 
•^ window rather than fee her father ; and upoi¥ 
*^ that fent to the Bi^op of London to confuk 
^< with others what (he (hould do, who carried 
•* her into the City, and from thence to Notting- 
*^ ham. S^^ was never expenfive, but faved 
** itoney out of her 50,000!. a year,, which, after 
^ (he caihe to the crown, was paid to Prince 
" George of Denmark, which was bis by right. 
^ She made no foolifli buildings, nor bought one 
** jewel ia the whole time of her reign." 
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S A R A m 

DUCHESS OF MARLBOROUGll. 

THIS Angular woman in the latter part of her 
Efe became bed- ridden. Paper, pen, and ink 
were haid by the fide of her bed, and (he ufed 
©ccaConally to write down either what fhe remem- 
bered, or what came into her head. A feleftion 
llrom thefe loofe papers of the Duchefs was made 
Ibine years ago, with great judgement, by the 
learned and ingenious Sir David Dalrymple, Bart* 
imdei: the title of " The Opinions of Sarah 
** Duchefe of Marlborough, publifhed from Origi- 
•« nal MSS/" Edinburgh 1788. The Duchefs, 
tke many other perfons of a violent temper, and 
€f difappointed pride, is but too apt to impute the 
caufe of her mifery to the defefts of others, inftead 
of defcending to the fource of it in herfelf. 

" 1739. As to my own particular/* fays the 
Duchefs, ^* I have nothing to reproach myfelF 
•• with; and I think it ' very improbable that 1 
*' fliould live to fufFer what others will do who 
•* h^ve contributed to the ruin of their country. 
** I have always thought, that the greateft happi- 
•* nefs of life was to love and value fomebody ex- 
•♦ trcmely that returned it, and to fee them often \ 
•* and if one has an cafy fortune, that is what 

*i makes 
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*'*irtakes one*s life pafe away agreeably. But;, 
•* alas ! dierc is fuch a change in the world finoe 
** I knew it firft, that though one's natural jica- 
<* fure is to love people, the. generality of the 
*' world are in fomething fo difagreeatble that it is 
^* impoffible to do it ; and added to this, I am a 
** cripple, lifted about like a child, and very fd- 
*' dom free from pain." 

The two following fliort letters have pei^aps 
little to recommend them, but that they are Ori- 
ginal Letters of this celebrated Lady* 

" I BEG you will give me leave to trouble yoa 
^ with this ktter, and beg the favowr of yon t» 
** fliew it to the Prince. There arc perpeiuuly a 
*< thoulknd lies of mc — That 1 am very indiffe- 
** rent about ; but 1 hear now that it is laid I was 
** angry with DoSor Hollands for waiting upoa 
*^ the Prince. Upon my word, fo far from it, that 
*' I never once named his Highnefs :' I think { 
** have the honour to be enough known to kira, 
** that he will not doubt of th6 truth of this, after 
** I have given my word upon it. If I had not a 
«* refpe£t for the Prince, I (hould not have 
^' troubled myfelf about ic 
** I am, SIR, 

*' Your moft humble Servant, 

^g^Ji i9> 1733' •' MARLiiOROUGM.'' 
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« sill, 
«* I MU6T iroubte jrbii with tny thanks for iM 
•^ finrour of your two oUigiog lotteh^ afld fo foon^ 
-^ wkicb makes it the more dh 

** I am, stit) with regard, 

** Your moft httinbfc Servant^ 
•' MAAjLBOkdirdjr/* 

*• 1 Beg my humble duty to the Prince, and 
** many thanks for the honour of enquiring how 
•^ I do. I am ftiH the fame as 1 have been thii 
•^ long time, very ilh*^ 

During the preparations for the trial of Harley 
£arl of Oxford^ a relation of his went to the 
. Duchefs of Marlborough, with a copy of a lettef 
which the Duke had written to the Prctenderi 
She taking the letter from him, and reading it^ 
tore it to pieces. He then. (he Wed. her the origi- 
nal. The trial foon after was (topped, on a fup- 
pofed mifunderftanding between the Houfes of 
Lords and Commons* 



MATTHEft^ 
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\xi tbei^iftcr p?rt of hia lifj ?eii^ed at Dx^W" l?^'» 
Eifcx, ^fld ^OTi|fgd hio^jyf with a feka p^rty of 
^iepds ^ ^jf kinfl Jpf flpnfrirfp that occurredb Sir 
J^gae^ iTJiprnbil) yas olgen cf thp par^^ an4 ip ^f 

^^R^rii^ pf foipc ^ |^^» Priof 's gucftp. Prior 
^cfl foiwritft veffej.iiiij^^ j^ctti. Und^r the head 

fif M^'f T^V^^^Y T^9^% *?!?^^^ <P l-P^ 
Oxford, Prior wrote-^ - 

p, ^as dp^ )^y. A Knight i<a one Tom ^it|i aa Q* . 

tinder Chriftiart the, Swl-Engraver^s head 
Prior wrote-— 

TJj/^, rfppcJ^yiitafid!cUgl^aii4hjiMrd, 
Is meant t<^ ihew Kit Chriftian't mazzard. 

' An ingenious and elegant GolIeSor has many of 
^efe portraits, with the veries under them in 
•Prior's hand-writing. 

At Lord Oxford's Seat at Wimple (now 
Lord Hardwicke's) there hung a fine pidure 
of H«rley in his Speaker's robes, with the nJl 
of .the BiH in his hand for lu'inging in the pre« 
fent lamily; which^ if I miftake hot, wa^ done 

VOL. II. X by 
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by his cafting vote. In allufion to Harle/f 
being afterwards fent to the Tower, Prior wrotef 
with a pencil on the white (crolV-^!^ Bill paid 
*Vfuchaday." 

He, like many an Ex-Minifter, became hypo- 
chondriacal in the latter part of his Hfe ; his zBive 
mmdj not having any pabulum to feed it, began 
to prey trpOH itielf. He became deaf, or at leaft 
thought himfelf fo- When Tome one afked himi 
whcSierlie had cvtt nhktirei himfelf deaf v*ert 
he was In' oBck : *** FaMi,'^ repKcd he, *• I was 
*« tlien% ifraid ofnrjr head,* that I did ^ot attend 
*' very much to my ears." " '^ ' ^ 

Pri^^ kept his Fellowfhip of St. Johirt^s College, 
Cartibridgi^ to thehfh f* The folary,'' ferd he, 
^^ will t^lways enlure me ^g bit of mfitton and a 
** clean fliirf." Prior (who had been Miqifter- 
Plenipdtentiary) printed his Poems by fubfcription 
in the lattef part of his fife for fubfiftence : he 
made two thoufand pounds by them. It i^ (ingu- 
}ar enoMgb that lie^ Ajbould have bpen reopm- 
meiided to Queen Anne to be her AmbafTador at 
the Court of France, as beiiig very converfant i|i 
matters of trade and commerce. Prior was a very 
highbred ipan, and made himfelf peci|liarty 
agreeable to Louis XIV. by this talent. He 
.prefentfd his College wkh api^ure^fiitmielfy in 
•a very iine j)ro9aded. ftiit of clothes j— -bf ihe^e 

has 
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has very much Pair noble. This t^ifture has never 
been engraved. 

The late excellent Duchefs of Portland had 
five Dialogues of the Dead in MS. written by 
this celebrated Poet ^. One was between Charles 
the Fifth and Clehnard the grammarian ^ another 

♦ Prior's Dialogues in the Duchefs of Portland's poiTef- 
fioii are thus defcribeil in the Preface to I^ichols's *< Col- 
*• leaion of Poems." 

" The late Retorder of Cambridge [Pont] had feen 
** fome MS. Dialogues of the Dead of Prior's } they 
" were profe, but had verfe intermixed freely j and the 
" fpecimen, 1 heard, proved it. The Dialogue was be« 
" twcen Sir Thomas More and the Vj^ar of Bray. You 
^ mull alldw^ that the characters are well ehofen $ and the 
*< Speakers maintain their refpeCtive opinions fnurtly x at 
** lail the Knight feems to come over to his adverfary, at 
** lead fo far as to allow that the do^ride was convenient, 
** if not honourable; but that he did not fee how any 
.** man could allow himfelf to aft thus : when the Vicar 
^* concludes ; Nothing eaficr, ivith proper management ; 
•• &c You muft gofhfe right way to work— - 
" For Confdience, like a fiery horfc, 
" Will ftumblc^ if you check his courfc % 
** But rkle hhn with an eafyirein, 
<< And rob bim down with worldly ga2n» 
** He'll carry you through thick and thin^ 
<< Safe« although dirty^ to your inn.'* 

•* This certrnly is fterling ff nife." 

X 2 between 
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between Sir Thomas More ancj the Vicar dffiraJJ 
another, I believe, between OKver Cromwell anci 
his Porten They are iaid to abound in readmefs of 
repartee and Uveiinefs of remark* It is io be 
hoped that they will be pubHthed^ . 



GItJNFILL% 

LORD LANSDOWN^E. 

THE following letter Ws written )jy thfi 
elegant N«bleman to his Nephew, on his talcing 
orders* 

" MY DtAH REPHEW, 

" WHEN 1 1<5dk xipdh ^thfe 'date W "ybtA laft 
** letter, I muft own myfelf blamcaWe foir not 
*^ having.fooikr returned you my thanks ifbr it, 

^ I approre very well of your, refolutioa ct 
^< dedicating yourfelf to the fervice of Gpd : you 
<* could notchufe a letter mafi«r« pr<»vided you 
" have fo fiifficietitlylfeafChbd ydur'htfartas to be 
" perftiadfedybUcan'ilirve'hrm well : In *fo doing, 
** you may fcciire to 'yourfelf 'biany bteffings ia 
^< this world, as Well as a fare expectation in the 
«* next. 

" There 
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^ flot J3?t thoroughly p^^ged yofixfelf ftm^ y^^^ck 
-¥ 4$ fl^^ory : ypu hayeTb|efto]^ed fo .^^uch of th»l 
.« li^lPO me ia jm^ iett^> Jthat I jhoR^ you jt^ve oo 
fis Qiorejeft, ^nd th^t y9u me^r^t it only tp takjs 
-** your Le^v^ pffuoh Sights of ffM;^cy, whic|j, how- 
** ev^f w^llmemty qftpr^er put a gi^ out c^ cqun- 
«< tenance than ot^ljge. 

*' You are now J)eqp|ne;afevchjer after truth:! 
.** Aiall hereafter take it more kindly to be juftly 
.** reprovjod by you> than to be undefervedly com- 
<* plimcnted. 

5* I would not have you underftaiid me ^s if J 

f^ recommended to you a (bur Frefbyt^i^Q tfeve* 

*^ rity; that is yet more to be avoided* J^dvicf^ 

'^^ likephyfic^/fliould be fo CwiQetened and prepared 

£^ as to be n^e palatable, ornaturejn^y be apt to 

^ revolt againft it. Be always fincere, but at the 

.<( fame time always polite. Be humble, without 

^' deiceoding from your qharadters reprove and 

i^* coriieS, without .tii^ding good-punners : to 

> ^ be a cynic is as bad as to be a fycophar|t. You 

. ^^ are^not fa lay ailde ,ihe gentleman wjth jrour 

*' Iword, Qorto.put .on the gowA to. hide your 

P Jl)i«th.^ goofl-breeding, :bMt. to. adorp Jt. 

f • : Siicb bas.bcfia the jiMJiQe.pf , the |vp?ld , from 

^ the beginning, that pride> avarice, and am* 

A^ ibition, have been charged upon the priefthood 

^2 ^* in 
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** in all ages, in all countries, and in all religions! 
^* wjiat they arc moft obliged to combat againft 
'^ ip their pulpits, they arc moft acciii^d of encoa- 
•* raging in their condudf It behoves you thcre- 
'** fore to be more upon your guard in this, that) 
** in any other profeffion. Let your example con- 
*• firm your do£bnne ; and let no man ever have 
•• it in his power to reproach you with prafiifuig 
** contrary to what you preach. 

«* You had an uncle, Dr. Denis Granville, Deat^ 
** of Durham, whofe memory I (hall ever revere \ 
^* make him your example. Sanftity fat fo eafy, 
*' fo unafFeded, and fo graceful upon him, that in 
** him we beheld the very * beauty of holinefs :* 
<< he was as chearful, as familiar, and cond^icend- 
" ing in his converfation, as he was ftridl, regu- 
*' Jar, and exemplary in his piety ; as well-bred 
" and accomplifhed as a courtier, as reverend and 
** venerable as an apoAle : he was indeed in every- 
*^ thing apoftolical, for he abandoned all to fol- 
** low his Lrord and Mafter. May you refemWe 
" him 1 May he revive in you ! May bis fpirit 
*^ defcend upon you, as Elijah's upon £li(ha! 
*^ And may the great God ef Heaven, in guiding, 
^* direding, and ftrengthening your pious refolu- 
<«' tions, pour down his bcft and choiceft bleffing^ 
^* upon you -I 

f « YoH 
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<* You will ever find me, dear nephew, your 

^* moft affeftionate uncle, and fincere friend, &c. 

' *^ Lanspowne." 

Lord Bacon, whofe great mind pervaded every 
objefl of art and of nature, fays finely, in fpe'aking 
of fermons, *' Wines which at the firff treading 
*' run geatly, are pleafanter than thofe which are 
** forced by the wine-prefs, for thefe tafte of the 
* * ftone, and of the hufk of the grape : fo," adds 
he, ** thofe doSrines are exceedingly wholefome 
** and fweet, which flow from the Scriptures ge;i- 
** tly preflTed, and are not wrefted into controverfies 
** and common-places.** 

Our Clergy are too apt, in their diicourfes, to 
jraife doubts againft that religion they {hould merely 
teach. ** They raife doubts" (according to the laft 
excellent Charge of the prefent Bishop or Here** 
foud) " to perfons who have very probably never 
'* heard of them before j and the doubts of thofe 
** who have had the misfortune to hear them be- 
*' fore, cannot be folved in a difcourfe of half an 
*< hour.** 



POPE 



dbyGoogk 



iiz AWdDdttt at t6k)| 



POPE. 



«< AS Mr. Pope," lays Richardfon, "andmyfcif 
*♦ were one day confidering tKc works of St, 
^* ^vremond, be alked me how Iliked that w^y of 
" writing in which profe and verfc were mixed 
«' together. I faid, I like^ it well, Yor^tKatYort of 
** off-hand oc^afionaVprodufiklpns.*' ** Why," re- 
plied he, ** 1 have (onie thought^ of ^turning out 
** fome flcetchcs \ havip ty me of varioqis.accidentsi 
** *arid reflections in this rtwiiijer/' 

Pope, like many other affe^dly delicate ^rfonS| 
profefled to be fond of certain dithes meriJy on 
acicount of their rarity. A Nofelemanj a friend of 
hjs^ V^O wifhed to corrc£^ this difguRipg failmg 
in him, made his cook drefs up a fat^bit, truHed 
up as a forejgn bird, tp' which he gave fome fine 
liame, and feafoncd with foniethiqg extremely 
favoury. The Bard 4te of it very heartily, and 
exprefled his reli& of the taft^ of the fuppofed 
damty ; and was riot a liftle difpleafed Vhen his 
friend told him the trick he had put upon hun. 

PopC| according to Mr. Spence, in his ^* Anec- 
♦* dptes/' defired Sir Robert Walpole to procure 
from the Cardinal Fleury a benefice for bis 
Catholic friend the Rev. Mr. Southcote. The 
jgreat and good-humoured ^inifter fin fpite <^ 
, . the 
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the fatire with which Pope bad laflied Ktngg za4 
Minifters) wrote to the Cardinal, who gave Mr, 
Southcdte a benefice jbmewhbre in liie South of 
'fraaoe. 



SOPHIjf, 

ELECTRESS OF HANOVER. 

THIS fource of the illuftrious family that has 
feigned over this cocintry for near a centiiry, with 
fuch happinefs to it and fuch honour to them- 
•felves, is thus defcribed by to Englifh traveller, 
Mr. iV)land, in the year 1703: — *' TheElearefe 
^* is feyenty-three years of age, which (he bears 
Hfo wonderfully well, that had I not many 
f* vouchers, I fiiould fcarce dare venture to relate 
♦• it * She has ever enjoyed extraordinary health, 
»* -which keeps her ftrllvery vigorous, of achear- 
^* fill countenance, and merry difpofition; (he fteps 
^^ as firm and dreft as any young lady, has hot 
^* one wrinkle in her face, which is Ml vtry 
f agreeaMe, nbr one tooth out of her head, and 
♦* reads- wiiltoutfpeftKrles, asl often law her da 
f« betters of a fe^al| ^haraiSer in the duflt 6f the 
<♦ evening. She is as great a -wof ker as Qu^en 
f« Mary fthe vrtfc of WilKarar the Third) was^ 

"and 
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^ sbnd you caonot turn yourfelf ia the palace with- 
. ^ out meeting '&>me rocmuments of, her induftry, 
** all the chairs of thfe PBefcnce-Chambex being 
^ wrought with her own hamls. She is.ibft Hiofl 
*^ conilant and greateft walker I ever knew, never 
^^ miffing a day (if it provesiair) txx walk for one 
^ or two hours, and often more, in the fine garden 
** of Herenhaitfen. She p^fi^ly tires all thofe 
** of her Co|irt |h?it attend her in that exercife, 
** but fuch as have the honour to be entertained 
^ •* by her indifcourfe. She has been loiyg ^paired 
. *^ by a)J the leaf ricd world, a3 ? wonjan of incom- 
. •« parable kpowlpdge in divinity, philofopliy, 
^ hldory, and the fubje(Sls of all forts of books 
** (of which (he has a prodigious quantity). She 
** fpeaks fiv.e languages fo well, that by her accent 
*♦ it migly be ;| difp^te wl^icb of them was her 
. *^ firft ; they are Low IHitch, G^rip^, f'rench, 
-^ Italian, ^d Englifh, which laft flbp^ fp^s^as 
*' truly andaseafily as any Native* But, indeed, 
; ** the Ele<2refs is Co intirely Englifh in her per&n, 
•' in her behaviour, and in her humour, and -all 
^^ her inclinations, that (be CQ^\d not poifiUy mifs 
*' of anything that belongs peculiarly to our 
. <* England. She was ever, glad to- Spe £nglifli- 
>* men, long before the ^(9 of SucceiSon^r-Ae 
*• profefles to ;adroire our form pf Government) 
^* and underftands it well: flie afks fo rns^y quef- 

** tious 
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** tions about families, cuftoms, and laws, and the 
" like, as fufficiently demonftrate her profound 
** wifdom and experience. She is adored for her 
^< goodnefs amongft die inhabitants of the country, 
*< and gains the hearts of all ftrangers by her un- 
'^ paralleled affability^ No diftin£Uoa is ever made 
*• in her Court concerning the parties into which 
♦* England is divided, and whereof they carry the 
-** eSe&s and inrtpreffions wherefoevcr they go, 
*^ which makes others fometimes uneafy as well 
^* as themfelvest In her Court it is enough that 
^< you be an Englifliman, nor can you ever dif* 
♦^ cover by her treatment of them which are better 
** liked, the Whigs or the Tories. Thefe are the 
** inftrudions given to all her fervants, and they 
^* take care to execute them with the utmoft 
♦* cxa<Snefs^ I was the firft who had the honour 
" of kiffing her h^i^d on account of the .Aft of 
^* Succeffion ; and (he (aid, amongft other tbingi^ 
^* that {be was afraid the Nation had already 
♦* repented of the choipe of an old woman, but 
*^ that ih^ hoped noi^e of h^r pofterity would give 
♦* them any reafon to be weary of their dominion.'* 
The f) le£trefs wrpte to JCing William, rcqutft* 
ing him not to p^fs by in her favour the Uoufe of 
3tuart. This letter, with feveral other very curioj^s 
Je^rs and papers, was burnt by the fire at Kea^ 
fingtiw P^ac9» 

GEORGE 
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GEORGE THE FIRST, 

THE fBihrning account nl^thit.eKceUeQC Fi^nop 
h taken from a Pamphlet Wfi^q;i >^ M^ • Tq|^ 
intbejeear 170$* 

^ Tbc'EIefitor Okorgc-LouU wai fctMHi in the 
*•* year .t66o. He is a middle^fiBcd, ^eU-pro- 
-•* portioned man, of a genteel ^ddrefe^ and good 
** appearance. He is not muCh addicted to any 
'^ dJverfion except liimting. -He is ' referyed^ 
** ^eafcs Httle, but judicioufly. tie undefftandsf 
** our Conftitution the beft of any Foreigner % 
•* ever knew, and though he is weU verfed. in the 
«* artof war, and of invincible courage, having 
'^ often expofed his perfon to great dangers in 
•• Hungary, in the Morea, on the Rhine^ and it^ 
•• Flanders, yet he is naturally of very peaceable 
•• inclinations. He is a perfe<ft man of buftnef^, 
«* exaflly regular. in the ceconomy of his teve- 
•• ttoes, reads all -di^Mitches hinnlelf at firA tend, 
• aod. writes meft of his own letters* I 4ieed 
•* give no more particular proof i>f his fru- 
^ galiiy in byingout the public money, than that 
^ all the ^xpences of4iis CQurt!(as to eating, 
^ drinking, fire and eddies, and^ihe jike) are 

u d^ly 
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«* duly paid every Saturday night. Tte OSfcets 
** of his Army receive their pay ever^ month, ^ 
** Ukewife his Envoys in every pai^'of Eoropc ; 
^* and all the 04cers of his Houfebdd, wiA Ae 
<< reft that are on the Civil Lift, are cleared <rfF 
*« feve^yhalf-ytar." 

tliis Prince underftood EngHfll fe ilU that the 
bniy ih^thod of comnminication between faim atd 
one tf his Miniftcrs, who could not fpeak Frcadk^ 
was in bad Latin. On coming to the Growa cf 
England, he told his Minifters, that asheknew veij 
little of the Conftitution and cuftoms of England^ 
be Ibould put himfetf ilntirdy in their hands, 
and be governed by them : ^^ Then,'* added be^ 
•* you become completely anfwerable for cveiy 
^ thing that I do *.*' 

This wife Prince knew too well the IkcriSces 
cf their opinion to that of the Sovere'^iii whidi 
Minifters are but too apt to make in order, tafn^ 
ferve their fituation^ and he had too much magna* 
niftiity to^tempt them by their own felfi(hiiq(s aal 
deilre of aggrandifement to defer to liim without 
coilviAibn, and too much honour to permit due 
they, and pefrhaps the country itfelf, (houkliuSer 

• *• An idle Prince," fays the acute BemulneUe, ** Ui^ 
** his Minifters do crcrythin^ for him. Kings of a modr* 
** rate capacity wiih to be their own Minifters. Kings of 
*' gcfiius g'oTetn without Miniftcrs." 

ia 
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in confequQnce of bis mterpofition in a manner 
unwarranted by the Conditutioo, which with great 
MiUdom takes off all refponfibility for meafures of 
Government from the Sovereign^ and places it 
upon the Minifters. A German Nobleman wa$ 
one day congratulating this Monarch on his being 
Sovereign of this Kingdom and of Hanover. ^* Ra- 
** ther,'* faid h^ *^ congratulate me on having fuch 
^* a Subje6l in one^ as Newton ; and fuch a Su^- 
''^ jcft in the other, as LeibnitZi" 



DUKE OP MARLBOROUGH, 

HOW much better this great Warrior could 
fight than fpcB, the foltowing Letters very plainly 
evince: 

•^ Ju/ly the igth^ IJl^. 

*« I RECEIVED this day the favour of your 
'* obliging letter of the asth, and that I may loo/? 
*' no time in obeying your camands^ I write this 
** in the batelng place in my way to Oftende. * I 
•• wifli you as much happinefs aS you can defire?^ 
" and that wee may live to meet in England* 

" which 
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^ which will give me many operiunttp of fidliog 
*• yoa how faithfaUy I am 

** Your rooft burr^ble fervaiit, 

^ Marlborovgh.** 

. ** The Dutchefs of .Marl, is your humble 
** fervant, and gives you many thanks for the 
*' favour of rememberiiig her." 
*^ Monfieur^ 
** Alonf.hvj^^yGentelhom€ 
*' Angloife^ 

'' ala HayeJ' ' 

'' SIR, ' 

" THE bearer will acquaint you with wh^I 
** have U77/^, in order to have this bufinefs agreed 
** friendly (if poffible). I defire the pilars may 
*' go with my brother, and leave it to your care 
'* that they be originels^ 
*' I am^ Sir, 
** Your friend and humble fervant, 

** Marlborough/* 

** TiMR. Sandby." 

The Duke was fifft prefented by his Father to 
be Page to the Duke of Beaufort at Badminton, 
His eftablifliment being &I1, he was iutrodiiceil 
to the Duchefs of York, James the Second's fir* 

• ' wife. 
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irHe, by whtleh means hi» M^r becs^mc ac^uatnte^ 
with James the Second i and p«)fbap^ no left td 
Ah circamflance than to that of his poffeffing very 
great miKtary talents, we may attribute the great 
degree of fevour in wbi^h he was hel4 by th^t un-^ 
fortunate Monarch. Torcnne, in whofe army he 
was a volunteer, fpeaks of him as a young mart 
that was likely to make a figure in the military 
profeffion. 

The Duke^ riioiigh no ej^lcure himfelF, had, in 
common wich Louis K^V, a p^eafure in feeing 
others eat, and when he was particularly pteafed 
cxercifed this pleafure, though it coft him /bme- 
thing. Lord Cadogan ufed to fay^ that he re- 
numbered feeing the Duke completely Out of 
humour one day, a thing very unufual with him, 
and much agitated : in the evening,^ however, a 
roeSenger arrived, who brought him fome news 
which he liked* He immediately ordered the mef^ 
fenger to be placed in fome place where no one 
could fpeak to him, and ordered liis coach to b^ 
opened^ and fome cantines to be taken out, con- 
taining fome hams and other good things, and 
^read before fome of the principal Officers^ he 
i^oking on and tal^ng nothing. 

Of the wonderful avarice of this very great man^ 
tbelate Lord Bath ufed to tell the following ilory t 
liimfelf and his brother, .Gbenei^ Pulteney (wtu> 

bad 



d by Google 



BtStlir^CUKRB PBRaON9» 



dii 



tbd been Akl*4^«Ciamp tq lh0 Duke in Flanders) 
^vere playi^ at cards at a hotife in Bath, at that 
time known by the Jdame of Weftgate^Houfe, and 
lirt^ch then happened to be the lodgings of Lord 
&(&. The Diike had loft fotne money, and oa 
going away defired General Pulteney to lend him 
ftcpince tdrpiy his chair'^hire. This he of courfe 
«did» and wheit the Duke bad left the rodm^ Lord 
Bath (aid to his brother^ <* I would Venture any 
** fum, now, that the Duke goes hom6 on foot. 
^ Do pray follow him out.'* The General fol» 
lowed him, and to his aftonifliment faw him walk 
home to his lodging^. 

This great man was completel|r under the ma* 
nagement of his wife, as the fdlowingftory, well- 
known in his family, evinces* The Duke had 
noticed the behaviour of a yout^ Officer in fome 
^i^gement in Flanders, and fent him over to 
Eiigland with btiic difpatcbes, ,and with a letter 
to die Duchefs, recommending him to her to pro- 
cure a fuperior CommiiSon for hkn in Ae army. 
The Duchefs read the letter, and approVed of it^ 
but aflced the young man where the dioufand 
pounds were for his increafe of rank. The young 
man bluflied, and faid that he was reaUy mafter of 
no fudi fum. « WeD, then," faid (he, « you 
** may return to the Duke/* This he did very 
fom afterwards, and told him how be had been 

VOL, II. Y received 
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received by the Duckefs. The Duke laughingl/ 
feid, *' Well, I thought that it would be fo ; you* 
•' (hall, however, do better another time ;*' and, 
prefenting him with a thoufand pounds, fent htm 
over to England. The laft expedition proved a 
fitccefsful one* 

The Duke was talking one day before Prftice 
Eugene of bis regard for his Queen (Anne)** 
" Regina Pecunia^** laid the Prince, in a whifper 
to fome one that (at near him. 

The Duke of Marlborough at his death left 
Prince Eugene his fword. On receiving this 
mark of his rival's great and fcmd efteem for him, 
he immediately drew it out of the fcabbard, and 
flouri(hing it faid, ** f^oila tepie quefai/uivie par 
*' taute cetti tongue guerre.* 

The Duke of Marlborough po(reffed great 
command of temper, and never permitted it to be 
ruffled by little things, in which even the 
greateft men have been occafionally found un- 
guarded.-<-As he was one day riding with Com« 
mi(rary Marriot, it began to rain, and he called to 
his fcrvaht for his cloak. The fervant not bringing 
the cloak immediately, he called for it again. The 
fervaet, being embarrailed with the ftraps and 
buckles, did not come up to him. At laft, it raining 
very hard, the Duke called to him again, and 
afkcd him Vi^hat he was about that he did not bring 

his 
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tes cloak. *« You mwft ftay, Sir," grumbles the 
fellow, " if it rains cats and dogs, *till I can get 
«« at it." The Duke turned round to Marriot, and 
faid very coolly, ** Now I would not be of that 
«« fellow's temper^ for all the world.*' 

The Duke had a moft exquifite perfon knd a 
very fqueaking vtrice. Pope repeated to Bifliop 
Warburton fome lines he bad made on the Duktf 
of Marlborough, in which, malignamly enough^ 
he made him, " in accents of a whining Ghoft,'* 



-lament the fon he lod. 



Lord Bolingbroke, with^fseater dignity of mind^ 
when fome of his French friends were thinking to 
pay their court to him by blaming the Duke for 
his avarice, replied to them, " I am the laft perfoa 
** in th€j world to be told of this. I knew the 
*« Duke of Marlborough better than any of you* 
5' He was fo great a man that I have entirely for^ 
** gotten all his failiugs/' 

Lord Bolingbroke wifli the fame dignity of 
mind, la^e in life, gave an eqUal teflimonyin print 
to the merit of this great man. In the Eighth 
Letter on the Study of Hiftoty he fpeaks of hint 
in the following manner : 

** I take with pleafure this opportunity of doing 
^* juftice to that great man, whofe faults I knew, 
y a •« whof« 



dbyGoogk 






{i4 ANac»)TBi or soui 

<« whc^fe virtues I admired, and whefe tbeitmr% 
<* as die greateft General, and al the greateft 
♦« Minifter that our country, or perhaps any 
M other has produced^ I honour/* 

The Duke got the nkk^MStt* ^ « SiH/* 
Irotn ha ufing that word vrtien he did not like any 
propc&l d^t was nnade to him : as, ^ WiH yoiir 
/I* G^cc bcfiege LiOe r ^ Oh^ filly/*--" WiH 
^ you then bcfiege Yprcsf** «* No! ~fi% 
« filly.'^ 



LORD PETERBOROUGH. 

TittS lively Nobleman was once taktfi by ibt 
mob for the Duke of Marlborough (whovi^^thell 
in difgrace with thtemyy and was about to b^ 
roughly treated by thefe friends to fitmmaryjuftiee* 
He told them, *^ Gentlemen, I caa convince yM 
<& by two reafons that I am not the Duke of Marl* 
<^ borough. In the firft place, I have Odiy fiv« 
<< guineas in my pocket ; and In the fecond, they 
^ are heartily at your fervke/' So throwh^ hit 

purfe 
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fixttt amongft them, be got out of their hands, witii 
loud huzzas and acclamations ^. 

Lord Peterborough was cut {or the flone at 
^iriftol. The Surgeon (as ufual) wiihed to bav^ 
bim bound. He refufed ; the Burgeon perdfted ; till 
at laft betdd the Surgeon, that it fhould never b^ 
^d that a Mordaunt was ever feen bound. ^^ Do 
<^ your bcft, Sir.^* He then ordered the Surgeoa 
to place htm in the portion moft advai^agequs for 
the operation, and in which h^ remaii^d without 
flinching tilL it was over. In duree weeks affeir 
^vards he was at Bevis Mount. 

Th^ Earl was lb a£live a traveller, that Qj^ea 
Anne'$ Minifters ufed to fay, that they wrote at 
hin^ s^id not to hii^. He (aid of himfelf, that he 
be^eyed he had ts^n moire |Cing$ and more pof» 

• The (ate Lord Bottctourt, in puffing through Gioijcef- 
ter, foon after the Cyder-tax, in which he had taken a 
part that was not very popular in tliat country, obferved 
himfelf burning in effigy in one of the ftreeti of that 
city. He flopped bis coa^h, a^d. giving a pur^ of guineas 
to the mob that furrounded th^ fire, faid, *^ Pray, Gen? 
** tlemen, if you will burn me, at leaft do me the favour 
*i to burn me like a Gentleman. Do not let me linger : 
** I fee that you have not faggots enough." This good* 
humoured and ready fpeech appealed the fury of the peo* 
pie immediately, and they gave him three cheers, and 
yerautted h\t^ to proceed quietly on Ua journey. 

Y 3 tiUioni. 
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tilllons than any perTon whoever. He left behind 
him in manufcript the Memoirs of his own Life, 
in which he feems not to have fpared his own 
chara£ter^ and which, from delicate regard to bis 
reputation, his amiable and elegant widow con* 
iigned to the flames. 

Lord Peterborough was a man of frolic# 
Richardfon, in his Anecdotes, fays, ** The grcaf 
•* Earl of Peterborough, who had much fenfe, much 
^ wit, and much whim, leaped out of his chariot 
** one day, on feeing a dancing-mafter, with pearl- 
** coloured filk ftockings, lightly . ftcpping over 
** the broad ftones, and picking his way, in ex- 
** tremely dirty weather, and ran after him (who 
^< foon took to his heels) with his drawn fword, 
** in order to drive him into the mud, but into 
*• which he of courfe followed himfelf.** 

Dr. Freind, in his account of Lord Peter- 
borough's conduft in Spain, fays, " he never fent 
«* ofF a detachment of one hundred men without 
** going with them himfelf/* Of his own cou* 
rage Lord Peterborough ufed to fay, that it pro- 
ceeded from his not knowing his danger j in this 
;igreeing with Turenne, that a coward had only 
one of the three fagujties of the ipind, ** appre** 
♦^ henfion '* 

Lord Peterborough, when he lodged with 
Fenelon ^t Cambray, was fo charmed with the 

virtue? 
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virtues and talents of the Archbifliop, that he 
exclaimed at parting, '* If I ftay here any 
^^ longer, I fhatl become a Chriftian in fpite of 
« myfelf." 

When he was in Spain, the remittances from 
England not coming to his troops, be fupplied 
them for fome time with money from his own 
pocket. 

Speaking of himfelf and the French General 
who oppofed him in the bufinefs of the Spanifli 
Succelfion, he faid, *^ Comme nousfommes dis grands 
** dnes pour comhattre pour ces deux gros benits /" 
alluding to the charaders of the two competitors 
for the Spanifli monarchy^ 

Lord Peterborough was a(ke4 one day by a 
Frenchman, if we had the ceremonies of the co- 
ronation of a king amongft us.—*' Sacre t*on le$ 
^* Roi chez vousy my Lord ?'* ** Oi//," replied 
the witty Peerj " on les /acre et on Us majfacrt 
«' aufft:* 



PRINCE EUGENE. 

THIS great General was a man of letters: be 
was intended for the Church, and was known at 
the Court of France by the name of the Abbe de 

V4 U 
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la Ssvoie* Having made too free in 9 letter viti| 
fiime of Louis the Fourteenth'-s g)(}laiitrie% ha 
Bed out of France, and ferved a$ t volunteer m 
the Emperor's fervice in Hungary agaiAft thc| 
Turks, where be (bon dlftinguifhed hsmfeif by his 
treats for the military art. He was prefented bf 
the Emperor with a regiment, and a fe^w years a& 
ierwards made Commander in Chief of his arii; 
mies. Louvois, the infolent War Miniiter of the 
infolent Louis XIV» had written to him to teU 
him that he muft never think of returning to his^ 
country ; his reply was, " Eugene entnra un jour 
^< en France en dipit de Lfkuveis et, de LouisJ* 
In all his military expeditions he carried with hiiti 
Thomas a Kempis de Imuatione. He feemed to be 
of the opinion of the great Guftavus Addphus,^ 
Kinjg of Sweden, *« that a good Chriftian aJwajns 
*< made a good foldier/' Being eonftantly bufy, 
be held the paffion of love very cheap, as a mere 
amufement, that ferved onjy to enlarge the power, 
of women, and abridge that of men. He ufed to 
fay, " Les amoureux font, dans (ajhcijti que ce Us 
^* fanatiquesfont en religion,^* 

The Prince was obfervcd to be one day very 
penfive, and on beings afked by his favourite 
Aid*de-Camp on what he was meditating fo 
deeply; " My good friend," replied he, " I am 
^^ thinking that if Alexander the Grea( bad beoa 

*' obliged 
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^ (^liged to wait for the approbation of die 
^ Deputies of Holland before he attacked the 
*< enemy, how impoffible it would have been for 
^ him to have made half die conquefts th^ he 
<« did/* 

This great General lived to ^ good old age> 
and being tarn Mercurio quam Marti^ ^} as much 
^^ a Scholar as a Soldier,'' amufed himfelf witll 
making a fine collection of books, pidures, and 
prints, which are now in the Emperor's colle£tion 
at Vienna. The celebrated Cardinal Paffioneiy 
then Nuncio at Vienna, preached his funeral fer- 
. mon, from this grand and well-appropriated text of 
Scripture : 

** Alexander, fon of Philip the Macedonian, 
^ made many wars, took many ftrong holds, went 
<( through the ends of the earth, took (poils of 
^^ many nations : the earth was quiet before him« 
** After thefe things he fell fick, and perceived 
« that he (hould die."— Aforf^iw. 



MARSHAL SAKE. 

TO the honour of the humanity of diis great 
General, the following ftory, tdd of him by 

M,de 
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M. de Senac^ his Phyfician, (hould be mentioned; 
The night before the battle of Raucour, M, 
de Senac obfervcd his illuftrious patient very 
thoughtful, and a(ked him the reafon of it ; when 
he replied in a paffage from the " Andromaque** 
of Racine, 

Son^f, fonge^ Senac, a celte nult cruelle, 

^ifutpour tout un peiiple unenuit eternelU* 

Songe aux cris des *vstinqueurs, fonge aux cris des mon* 

rans^ 
Dans lafamme etouffcsfgus U fer exp trans t 

' Think, think, my friend, what horrid woc» 
To-morrow *8 morning muft difclofe 
To thoufands, by Fate*s hard decree. 
The laft morn they (hall ever fee, 
Think how the dying and the dead 
O'er yon extcnfive plain fhall fpread j 
What horrid fpeftacles afford, 
Scorched by the flames, pierced by the fword t 

^* and added, Et tons les foldats n^enfavolent ritn 
** encore — And all thefe Soldiers knew nothing at 
^* all of what was to happen." 

The following Letters were written by Marflbal 
Saxe to M. D'Eon de Tifle, Cenfor Royal, and 
Secretary to the Regent Duke of Orleans. They 
-are permitted to .embelliih this ColIe<^on> by 

th« 
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the kindnefs of the Chevaliere D*Eon, niece- 
to the perfon to whom they were addrefled, 

" MONSIEUR, 

** JE vous prye einjlan mant de preter une 
V atanjion favorable zfe que Mile* Sommerville* 
*f vous dira, il ma paru quon la vexe & fait une 
** bonne fille, a qui je feres charme de randrt 
** fi^Jpf^ foiez perfuades que \onfauret aitre plus 
^ parfeutement, 

** Mondeur,^ 
*> Votre tres humble & tres oheiffent ferviteur, 
*^ Maurice de Saxe," 
** A Paris le Mardis 
** dernier s de Juillet, 
« 1740/* 

«< A . 

*' JE vous ^ry^ d^ aitre perfuades^ Monfieur,. 
*^ que Ton nefauret aitre plus fcnfible que je le 
** fuis ^7«"marques de votre fouvenir & de voire' 
*« amifiesy elle me y^r^^ toujour chere, & mais 
^^ fuc/ais acquiereront de nouvos agremens pour 
" /wy. Cant]^fauref que vous vous y einterejfes^ 
i* Ton fauret aitre plus parfaitement, 
" Monfieur, 
^* Votre tres humble & tres obeiflent ferviteur, 
« Maurice de Saxe.'* * 

* An Adrefs of the French Opera, 

Marfhal 
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Marflsal Saxewas a Lutheran: and his bodf 
could not therefore be buried in any of the Catholic 
churches in France with the ufual ceremonies 
attendant on the funerals of great men. This 
made the Queen of Louis the Fifteenth fay, with 
fome archnefs, *< What a pity it is that we cannot 
^ fing one De Pmfundis to a man who has made 
** us fing fo many Te D^ums** 

Of the greatncfe of Marflial Saxe's courage who 
can doubt ? yet his friends faid of him, that he 
would never * fight a duel ^ that be always looked 

under 

* A greater degree of ridicule was ncvjr thrown upo^ 
duelling than by the following ^QXJ% which Dr. Sandilaads 
told to Mr. Richardfon, jun. 

^* Colonel Guife going over one campaign to Planden, 
•• obferved a young raw Officer who was in the iavsjtfi 
<* vefTel with him, and with his ufual humanity told him» 
** that he would take care of him» and condu^ hii^i t9 
*< Antwerp, where they were both going, which he af« 
'* cordingly did, s^nd then took leay^ of him. The youo|^ 
*' fellow was foon told, by fome arch rogues whom he hap-' 
^* pened to fall in with, that h^ muft fignalize himfelf by 
'* fighting fome man of known courage, or eHe he would 
*' foon be defpifed in the regiment. The young man ^d, 
** he knew no one but Colonel Guife, and he had, receivec( 
** great obligations from him* It is all one for that, ^^jr 
♦* faid, in ihefe cafes. The Colonel was the fitteft man 
•* in the worldi everybody knew his bravery. Soon 
•• afterwards, up comes the young 0$cer to Colonel 

«. GuifiB^ 
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jtMcf fails bed every night ; and every night lockq) 
his chamber doon 



tmiM 



ANDREW FLETCHER, 

or SALTOUN. 

THIS upright Pattiot ufed to fay of the cant 
•ppellation of his time, Whigs and Tories, that 
they were names made ufc of to cloak the knaves 
of both parties. ^* Prejudice and opinion/* fays 

** Guife, as he was walking up and down in the CoflFcc- 
*« houfe, and began in a hcfitating manner to tell him, 
** bow much obliged he had been tohim,«nd bow fenfiblc 
•« iie was 6f his obligations. Sir, replied Colonel Guife, 
** I have done my duty by you, and no more. Buc 
'* Colonel, added the young Officer, faultering, I am 
** told that I muft fight fome Gentleman of known refo- 
'' lution, and .who has killed feveral perfons, and that 
" nobody— Oh ! Sir, replied the Colonel, your friends 
•• do me too much honour 5 but there is a Gentleman 
<* (pointing to a huge fierce-looking black fellow that 
" was fitting at one of the tables) who has killed half 
•• the regiment. So up goes the Officer to him, and tells 
•* him, he is well informed of his bravery, and that, for 
«* that reafon, he muft fight him. Who I, Sir? replied 
•« the Gentleman : Why I am Peale the Apothecary."— 
Kuhaxdjoniana^ 

. this 
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riiis excellent man, " govern the worWj td ttsi 
^ great darknef^ and ruin of mankind ; an<l 
<* though," adds he, «^ we daily find men fo ra-:' 
** tional as to charm by the difintetcftcd re£lt- 
** tude of their fentiments in all other things, yet 
•* when we touch upon any wrong opinion of 
** theirs (with which they have beeii early pre- 
" poflefled), we find them more irrational than 
*^ anything in nature, and not only not to be 
*' convinced, but obftlnately refolved not to hear 
** anything againft them/* He faid, that when 
he was at fome German Unlverfny, he was told of 
a perfon that was hereditary Profeffor of Divinity 
there, at which he fmile^. He was anfweredj^ 
** Why not an hereditary Profeflbr, as well as an 
** hereditary King * ?" 

The fpeeches of Fletcher never took up above 
a quafter of an hour, and are filled with matteC 
and found reaforfing. Thef Orators of the prefcnt 
day feem to think, with Dom* Noel d* Argonnc, that 
what they want in depth, they ought to make up 

* ** The moil terrlUe of all calamities," fays the good 
and acute Pafcal, " are civil wars. They muft moft af- 
«« fureJly take place, if you pretend to recortipenfe merit; 
" for everyone will tell you, that he has rherit. The evil 
*« then to fear from a fool, who fliould happen to come to 
»* the Crown by hereditary fucceffion, is neither fo great 
•« nor fo certain,"— P^w/ifVi </^ P<3/i"«/, part i. articles. 

m 
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in length ; and their hearers appear to forget an- 
other obfervation of this acute Carthufian, ** that 
** it is furpriitng that fince eloquence has bcgurt 
** to be fufficiently known^ it fhouW ftill continue 
•• to dupe anyone.'* 



SAMUEL CLARKE, D. D. 

A FRIEND of Dr. Johftfon afk-ed Mm oM 
isLy^ whofe fermons were the bed in the Englini 
language. ** Why, Sir, bating a little herefy^ 
*^ thofe of Dr. SamUel Clarke." This great and 
excellent man had, indeed, good reafbn for thus 
highly praifing them, for, as he told a relation of 
Dr. Clarke, they made him a Chriftian. The 
Chevalier Ramfay fays, in one of his letters in- 
ferted in the Notes upon *' Les CEuvres dt 
•' Racine^ — M. Clarke nCavoua quelques terns 
** avant de mourir {apres plujieurs conferences 
** que yavois cues avec lui) comhien il fe repentit 
** d^avoirfait imprimer fon ouvrage** (his cele- 
brated work on the Trinity). The Dodor's 
neareft relations (fome of whom were living a few 
years ago at Saliibury) always faid, that they had. 
never heard him declare the leaft uneaGnefs of • 
mind upon this account ; and the elegant and in- 
genious- 
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gentous Author of die <^ Eflay upon the Writuigt 
*^ and Genius of Pope/' when he quotes this pait 
of the letter, very delicately prefaces it with lay* 
ing, that it is a tircumftance too remarkable to be 
omitted, and of which fome may be almoft tempted 
to doubt the truth. A fitter of Dr. Clarke, 
who died foiiie years ago^ fiud, that her brother 
ufed very frequently to difcourfe with her upon 
religious fubjeds, always expreffing his firm belief 
of Chriftianity, yet never hinting the leaft difap- 
probation of anything be had ever written* 

Mr. Samuel Clarke, the fon, was long teized 
by many of the Do£tor his Other's friends and 
well-wifliers to contradict the afiertion of the 
Chevalier Ramiay refpe€ting his father : diis, 
be was at laft brought to do in a paragraph printed 
in one of the newfpapers ; in which, amongil 
other things, he fays, that he attended his hihet 
with great affiduity in his laft illnefs, and that 
he had never heard him exprefs the leaft alteration 
in his manner of thinking on the fubjedl of the 
Trinity K 

la 

* " As it has been reported, that Dr. Clarke retraced 
•• his principles a long time before his death, and that on 
** his death* bed he fatd that nothing grieved him fo 
•• much as having publifiied his book on the Trinity, and 
*^ that he wiihed he €6uld ice all his books on that fubjefb 

** burning 
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tii the cpthidn of Dr. Johnfon, DnSamuel Clarke 
^as the mioft complete literary charadcr that Eng^ 
land evei* produced. Everyorie muft be inclined 
to be of this opinion, when he coiifiders what a 
good critical fcholar, what an ekcellent philojfd- 
pher, whait an acute tnetaphyfician he was* 
Amongft Dr. Olarke^s paper^ was found a letter 
from Sarah Ddchefs of Marlborough, offering him 
an Irifh Btfhoprick^ which he refufed ; and a letter 
bf that gt^at Greek fchdlar Dr. Beritley to hinii 
(Kkpreffive of his concurrence of opinion with him 
upon the formation of the tenfes bf the Greek 
trcrbs^ which he has fo fully illuftrated in a note on 
Ae Fit& Book of his edition of Homer. 

^* burhitig beforb him ^ and as this account tiai beenf^id to 
** have been received from his fon : His fon^ whofe name 
«* is here fubfcribed* ahd at whole rcqueft this note is 
*' here added^ thinks it propet to aflure the Rcadei:, he 
** never knew anythiiig of his J?'ather's having ihade 
** fuch a declaration, or of hi§ having eVer retraced any 
" of his fentiments. The falfhood of the repott, he 
«• thinks, appear* further evident frotti Br. Clarke's own 
** Preface to the Third Edition of the aboVe- mentioned 
** work, a copy whereof Was left by him at his death, 
•* revifed purpofely for the prefs ; and aftferward^, in the 
** year 173*, printed andjpublifhcd accordingly from that 
•* Copy. 

Aprils, 1773. SAMUEL XXARKE.'* 

♦« Bp.HoAOLj£Y?» Work*/' f oiioi Vol. JM. p.*^. 

YOL, it. Z This 



d by Google 



^3^ ANECDOTES OF SOUt 

This great man was fo chary of his time, thjK 
he conftantly took with him wherever he went 
fome book or other in his pocket. This he ufed 
to pull out in company and read, and fcratch under 
the remarkable paflfages with his nail. ^ 

Dr. Clarke has been cenfured by fome idle and 
foolifh perfons for playing at cards, and for being 
occafionally a pradtical joker. Thcrfe who make 
this objection only to the perfedion of the 
character of Dr. Clarke) do not confider that the 
moft bufy perfons are in general the moft eafily 
amufed. The Doctor's great and fervid mind, 
. wearied with laborious and painful thinking, re- 
quired mere refpite and relaxation from toil, and, 
did not exaft either the delicacy or the violence of 
amufement which thofe perfons demand whofe 
jreat bufinefs is pleafure. 



EJRL STANHOPEy 

SECRETAKY OF STATE TO OEORGE t. 

WHISTON fays, of this Nobleman, 
*< After he had been fome time a Courtier, 
*^ I freely afked him whether he had been able to 
^* keep his integrity at Court i to which he made 

*« me 
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"^ md no reply, ^ence I concluded he had Hot 
** been able to do it, for he would never tell a lie.** 
A differeiit inferencie might be drawn front 
his filence, which probabl/waS ocCafioned only 
by his difguft at the impertinence of the queftion. 

Lord Stanhope was at Eton School with one of 
the Scotch Noblemen who were condemned after 
the Rebellion in 17 15. He requefted the life of 

* his old fchbol-fellow (whom he had never feen 
fince that time) of the Privy Cduncil, whilft'they 
Ivere deliberating upon the figning of the warrant 
of execution of thefe unfortunate Noblemen. 
His requeft was refufed^ till he threatened to give 

p up his place if the Council did not comply with it 
This menace procured him the life of his afTociate 
in early life, to whom he afterwardis fent a hand* 
fome fum of money. 

Of fuch advantage, occafionally, are the con* 

. ne£tions that are formed in public fchools* What 
may profit, may likewife hurt« The gold 
that purchafes bread may purcWe poifon, and 
the feminary that adminifters to virtuous and 
to honeft friendfliip, may likewife adminifter 
to a fociety in vice and in wickcdnefs : yet 
everything in human life being but a choice of 
difficulties, it feems wifer to prefer a public to a 
private education^ on account of the greater 
z 2 advantages 
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advantages it holds forth *. A young ma^ ma, 
moft affuredly become wifer, and «)oft probabljr 
more virtuous, by puUtc than by private 
education; for virtue confifts ki< adion and m 
t^al. 

The following anecdote of the high fenfe of 
honour in two Eton Boys, is well known to many 

♦ Ofbome begins hi« celebrated ** Advice to a Son'* 
tiius : *' Though I cam never pay enough to your Grand- 
** father's memory for bis tender care of my educationt 
•« yet J muft obferve in it this miftake, that by keeping 
•* me at home> where I was one of myjoting Mafiers^ I loft 
^* the advantage of my moflr docile time. For, not under- 
^ going the fame difeipUne, I muft needs fall (hort of 
<* their experience that are bred op in free-lchools, who,. 
'^ by plotting, to rob aa orchard,. &c. run through all the 
** fubtleties required in taking a town, being made by ufe 
•• familiar to ftjcrecy and eompliance with opportunity— 
^^ qualities never afterwards to be attained at cheaper rates^ 
•^ than the hazard of all. Whereas thefe fee the dinger 
«* of trulling others,, and the rocks they fell upon by toa 
** obilinate an adherence to their own imprudent refo* 
** lutions, and all this under no higher penalty than that 
«' of a whipping*. And," adds he, "it is poffible this 
" indulgence of my Father might be^ the caufe I affibrdcd 
^ him fo poor a return for all his coft^ Children,*' con- 
tinues Olborne, <* attain to ah exaiter knowledge both of 
«« themfclves and of the world, in free and populctw- 
** fchools, than under a more •£)iitary education.** 

gerlbn* 



d by Google 



mSTIKGUI^HBD TER*fiOmt J4| 

perfotis who haye been educated in that ilIuftriou« 
•fcminary:; 

" Two young men, one of whom was the late 
<t Lord Baltimore, went out a-fhooting, and were 
^ deteded in that unpardonable offence by one of 
^ the Mafters. He came up quickly enough to 
^' one of them to difcover his perfon i the other^ 
*^ perhaps having quicker heels, got off unknown. 
♦5 The detefled culprit was flogged pretty fcverely^ 
"V and threatened with repetitions of the fiune 
"^^ difcipline if he did not dHcover his companion. 
** This, however, he perfifted in refiifing, in 
•* fpite of reiterated puni(hment. His com- 
-*< panion, who was confined to his room at his 
^^ boarding-houfe by a fore throat (which he had 
"•* got by leaping into a ditch to efcape the dc- 
^ teftion of the Mafter), on hearing with what 
*' feverity his friend was treated on his account^ 
** went into fchool, with his throat wrapped up, 
•• and nobly told the Mafter^ that he was the boy 
^ that was out a-fhoodng with the young man 
<^ who, with fuch a magnanimous perfeverancei 
^^ had refufed to give up his name/' 



«3 (I^ 
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SIR JOHN VANBRUGH. 

WHEN this ingenious Archite^ had finifhed 
the noble palace of Blenheim, Sarah Duchefs of 
S^arlborough faid to him, ", Now, Sir John, you 
<* have built us fo fine a houfe, pray who is te 
<< make the gardens, and layout the park iox us V^ 
** Your Grace," replied Sir John very acutely, 
<* fhould apply to the beft landfcape-painter you 
« know/' 

The epitaph made for Sir John, 

Lie heavy on him, Earth, for he 
Laid many a heavy load on thee, 

is remembered more on account of its point than 
of the truth it contains. Size and mai&venefs arc 
the requidtes to fublimity in Architecture; and 
Sir John did not, perhaps, pay that regard to the 
diftinft parts of his great works which fome othei^ 
Architeds have done, but he confidered th^ 
"whole : 

Felix opere infummo^ qmaponere iotum 

Scit. ■ '^ ■ '■ ■ 

" In the buildings of Vanbrugh," fays that 
great Painter and elegant Writer Sir Jofliua 
Reynolds (who with great propriety and acuteneis 
called in the aid of metaphyfics to generalize the 

principles 
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principles of art), " who was a Poet as well as an 
** Architect, there is a greater difplay of imagi- 
"** nation than we (hall find, perhaps, in any other j 
^* and this is the ground of the efFeft we feel iti 
** many of his works, notwithftanding the faults 
** with which many of them are charged. For 
*^ this purpofe, Vanbrugh appears to have had 
•* recourfe to fome principles of the Gothic 
** ArchiteiSure, which, though not fo antient as 
** the Grecian, is more fo to our imagination, 
** with which the Artift is more concerned than 
** with abfolute truth *. 

z 4 « To 

• Thecfre£t8of the Gothic Archite6fcure were, perhaps, 
never better defcribed, than in a MS. Letter which the 
Compiler received a few years ago from a young Gentle- 
man of great genius, and of correct and exquilite tafte. It 
1$ written from Beauvais in France. " The Cathedral, 
^* the Bilbop's Palace, and the Church of the Virgin in 
w this City, form a very rich aflfemblage of Gothic gran- 
** deur. The external appearance of the Cathedral i^ 
** heavy, owing probably to its unfinilhed Hate, and to its 
** wanting that nobleft Gothic feature, a fpire. But 
*^ within, it unites the great and beautiful in a high de« 
^* gree. It is of a ftupendou$ length, and the arches arc of 
" the moft beautiful Gothic form, highly pointed. The 
f^ roof wants lightnefs, and has not enough of thofe 
f< fretted fubdivifions that imitate the entanglement of a 
f^ grove, where the fmallcr branches meet at top. The 

w Gothig 
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•* To fpeak of Van|>rugh,'* adds Sir Joflma, 
f' in the language of a Painter^ he had originality 
f < of invention ; he ufiderftood light and ihadoif^ 
f< and bad great ikill in compofttion. To fup« 
ff port hi$ pfincipal obje(S, he produced his fecond 
•f and third groupes or maffes. ^e perfcSly 
*^ underftood in his art, what is the moft difficult 
f in oursrrrthe condudl of the back-ground^ 
f* by whifch the defign sjnd invention are fct 
^ off to the greateft advantage. What the 
*f bacJc-groi^nd is in paintjng^ in Architedure is 
f* the real ground on which the building is 
*f ereftedi and no Architedl took greater care 
f* that his Work fliould not appear crude an4 
^' hard) that is^ that it did not abruptly ftart out 
f* of the ground without expectation or prcpa? 
** ration* 

f* Gothic ^rchiFe6ts appear to have pjade ^he groye^ 
•* which wa? itfelf the temple of their forefathers, their 
f* model, and to have rendered many of its beauties fub- 
f* fervient to their purpofes. A Gothic building has al| 
** the coinpUcatcd luxuriance of a wood. It poflefles the 
*' fame contrafted effe^ls of light and ihade, and gives the 
" fame play to the imagination j in which refpe^ it is 
" more poetic than the Grecian ArchitcfSlure, w4iich, 
*' like elegant profe, puts you ip immediate pofleffion of 
f « its meaning. In the Gothic ArchiteiSturc, much more 
** i.s meant than meets the eye/* 

« Tbis,*? 
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«« This/' adds Sir JoOiua, *< is a tribute which 
** a Painter owes to an Architeft who compofed 
^ like a Painter, and was defrauded of the due 
^* reward of his merit by the Wits of his timey 
** who did not underftand the principles of cOm- 
<* pofition in poetry better than he, and who knew 
** little or nothing of what he underftood per- 
^ feftly, the general ruling principles of Archi- 
♦* teSure and Painting. Vanbrugh's fete was 
♦* that of the great Perrault. Both were the objefis 
^ of the petulant farcafms of fa£Hous men of let- 
^* ters, and both have left feme of the faireft mo- 
♦* numents which, to this day, decorate their feve- 
^* ral countries ; the Facade of the Louvre, Blen* 
f < heim, and Cattle Howard." 

Sir John Vanbrugh feems to have been original 
\n whatever he did. He was told one day by a 
friend, how like to the Fables of La Fontaine 
his Fables in the Comedy of ^fop were, as to 
ftyle and manner. " They may be fo,*' faid hc^ 
5' for aught I know, but 1 afllire you that I never 
** read La Fontaine.*' Vanbrugh's dialogue ia 
his Comedies is natural and eafy, completely un« 
like the witty though elaborate repartee of Coa* 
grevc and of Dryden. 



JARON 
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AARON HILL. 

THIS excellent Man told Savage the Poett 
|hat Lord Bolingbroke was the fineft Gentlemaa 
he had ever feen j and Savage one day paid Aaron 
Hill the fame compliment, when he had occafion 
to fpeak of him to the late Dr. Johnfon. 

Hill's Tragedy of " Ethelwold" concludes thus, 
with an energy unufual with its Author, at^ 
worthy of Drydenhimfelf ; 

Oh Leolyn, be obftinately ji'ift, ^ 

Indulge no paifion and deceive no truft; 

Let never Man be bold enough to fay, 

Thus far, no farther, Ihall my paffion ftray j 

The firtt arime p^ft, compels us into more. 

And guilt grows fate, that was but choice before. 

Dom' Noel d'Argonne, the Carthufian, who 

wrote that exquifite literary Milcellany, " Le^ 

^ Melanges de la Literature far Vigneuil de Mer^ 

'* veilliy^ has an obfervation fimilar to thofe lines. 

« With many perfons," fays he, ** the early age of 

** Hfe is pafled in fowing in their minds the vices 

" that are nioft fuitable to their inclinations ; the 

*• middle age goes *on in nourifhing and maturing^ 

** thofe vices ; and the laft age concludes in 

** gathering in painandinanguifli the bitter fruits 

*• of tbefe moft accarfed feeds." 

DR. 
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DR. CHETNE. 

WHILST fome one was talking before this 
acute Scotchman of the excellence of Human 
Nature, '* Hoot> hoot,mol^ Human Nature is a 
" rogue and a fcoundrel, or why would it perpe- 
^* tually ftand in need of laws and of religion ?'* 

Dr. Cheyne's memory, independent of his me- 
dical and mathematical merit, fliould ever be held 
in veneration by all wife and good men for the 
golden rule of conduit which he prefcribed tohim- 
felf (mentioned by Mr. Bofwell in his entertaining 
Tour to Scotland), and which unites the utmoft 
acutenefs of worldly wifdom with the moft exalted 
fenfe of religion : 

*' To neglefl nothing to iecure my eternal 
^^ peace, more than if I had been certified I ibould 
*' die within the day; nor to mind anything that 
f* my fecular duties and obligations demanded of 
** me, lefs than if I had been cnfured to live fifty 
^* years more/' 

** Religious perlbns," fay the Meffieurs de Port 
Royal, *' are apt in worldly matters to do too 
•* little for themfelves, to aft without fiifficient 
" confideration, and then, by way of correAing 
** themfelves, and excufing themfelves to others, 
•• to impute the neccffary ill oonfequences of their 

** imprudent 
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** imprudent and fooliQi condudl to the decrees cf 
*« Providence. Men of the world in general are 
** flower in deciding, and weigh in a nicer balance 
** what efibfte their a£lions may produce, without 
*^ reference to religious obligation, sa;id perhaps 
^ fucceed better in the prefent fyft^m of things. 
^* They arc, therefore, in ScripturCj^ .(ai4 tp Iw 
4* wtfer than the childnn of light, ^ 



DUKE OF WHARTON. 

NO htiman being ever commenced bis carco' 
vith fairer proipefis of happinefs than this unfor- 
tunate Nobleman. He "was no le(s diftinguilhed 
/or the povi^s of his. mind th^ for ;the graces of 
Jiis body^ He was ediicatedat home by his father^ 
whofe great Jefi^e was to makt him a perfe^ 
orator. In this he fo wdl fucceeded, that the 
matter of his fpeeches, no lefs thaa his manner 
of delivering them, fafclnated every oi^e w^ 
heard him. The firft prelude to his misfortunes 
arofe from his privately marrying a youijig lady 
inferior. tQ him in birth and in fortune. The 
finifliing ftroke was put to them by the too early 
4ieath of his father, when, becoming free from pa- 
ternal reftraint^ the Duke gave into thofe varioi^^ 

excefTei; 
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excefles which embittered the happinefs of his lifc^ 
and at laft brought him to the grave. He fooii^ 
t>ecame9 ^s Mr. Pope fajrs, 

A tyrant to the wife his heart approv'd, 
A rebel to the very King he lovM, 

In his travels in early life with his Tutor, h» 
"Grace picked up a bear^is cub, of which he affefied 
to be very fond, and carried it about with him : but 
when he became tired of his Tutor's company and 
admonitions, he quitted him one day iuddenlyt. 
leaving his cub behind htm, with a note addrefled 
to his Tutor, to acquaint him, that being no longer 
able to fupport his ill-treatment, he thought pro- 
per to quit him ; an4 that he left him his cub, that 
he might not be without a companion better fatted 
to him than himfeif. Havii^ difmiiFed his Gover- 
nor, he returned to Engknd, where he ibon difttn* 
^iflied himfetf as a fpeaker in the Houie of Peers*^ 
He made an excellent ipeech on the trial of Dr» 
Atterbury, Bi(hop of Rochefler, in favour of that 
Prelate, havii^ been furniihed with materials oa 
the fubje<a by the Minifter, Sir Robert Walpole^ 
whom he induced to believe that he (hould fpeak. 
againft the Bi&op. Soon after this he quitted £ng« 
land and went to Lyons, from which place he wrote 
to the Pretender, then living at Avignon, and 
feiit him a prefent of a- very fine horfe. l*he Pre- 
tender,, 
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teiider, oh receiving this preicnt, fent one of bsS 
principal gentlemen to invite him to his Courts 
where he wai received with the greateft refpefl:^ 
^nd had the Order of the Garter and the title of 
Duke of Northumt>erIand' conferred upon hira; 
Thus attached to the party of that unfortunate 
Prince, he came to Paris, where he is thus de- 
fcribed in a difpatch of that excellent and abk 
JMinifter Sir Benjamin Keene; 

^ The Duke of Wharton has not been fober, 
*' or fcarce had a pipe out of his moiith, fmce be 
•* left St. Ildefonfo.'^ 

# ♦> * ^t * 

** Wh AR 1* ON made his compHmeilts, and plactfd 
•* himfelf by me^ I did not think myfelf obliged 
^* to turn out his ftar and garter, becaufe, as he tssui 
•* everlafting tippler and talker, in all probability 
** he would lavifli out fomething that might be of 
•* ufe to me to know ; or at leaft might difcover, 
•' by the warmth of bis hopes and expeftations, 
^ whether any fcheme was to be put in immediate 
^* execution in favour of his dear mafter (as he 
•• calls the Pretender). He declared hiqafelf to 
«* be the Pretender's Prime Minifter, and Duke 
•<• of Wharton and Northumberland, Hitherto/* 

addect 
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Added he, « my mafler's intercft has been managed 
** by the Duke of Perth, and three or four other 
." old women, who meet under the portal of St- 
•* Germain's. He wanted a Whig, and a briik one 
" too, to put them in a right train, and I am 
** the man^ You may now look upon me a9 
** Sir Philip Wharton, Knight of the Garter, run- 
" ning a race with Sir Robert Walpole, Knight 
•* of the Bath 5 running a courfe ; and he (hall be 
*' hard preffed, I aflure you. He bought my fa- 
•* mily piftures, but they ftiall not be long in his 
** poflefficn; that account is ftill open; neither 
♦* he noj King George fliall be fix months at eafe, 
*^ as long as I have the honour to ferVe in the em- 
" ployment I am now in. 

^ He mentioned great things from Mufcovy, 
** and talked fuch nonfenfe and contradiflions that 
** it is neither worth my while to remember nor 
** yours to read them. I ufed him very cavaliert^ 
** menty upon which he vras much affronted— 
** Sword and piftol next day. But before I flept, 
** ^ gentleman was fent to defire that everything 
** might be forgotten. What a pleafure muft it 
** have been to have killed a Prime Miaifter !'* 

This vapouring, however, of the Duke did not 
laft long : he retired to Spain, where he married 
#ne of the Queen of Spain's Ladies of the Bed* 

chamber 
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chamber without a fliitling, and was foon afte^ 
wards feized with a difeafe of languor, occafloned 
by his former excefTes^ which by flow degrees 
ended in a premature death at the age of thirty-two* 
A mineral water in the mount. in6 of Ca^onia 
aq)pe»red for fome time to have flopped dib pro*- 
grefs of his diforder. He relapied, however, ibon 
afterwards, and in his way to the fame fakitai^ 
Iprings fell from his borfe, in one of the feint-- 
ing-4its to which he had been fubjed, in a finall 
village, and was carried by fome charitable 
Monks of the Order of St. Bernard into their 
Convent, where they adminiftered to his neceffi<» 
ties in the bed: manner they could. Under their 
hofpitable roof he languiihed a week, and theti 
died. His funeral wa$ performed in the fame 
fimple and cheap manner which die fathers ob^ 
ferve to the brethren of their own community* 
Not long before he died he wrot€ to a friend, to 
whom he fent a MS. tragedy of Mary Queien ot 
Scots, and fome Poems, and finiihed his letter 
with thefe beautiful lines of Dryden to his friend 
Congreve: 

Be kind to my remains^ and oh defend 
Againft your judgment your departed friend t 
Let not th' infulting foe my fame purfue, 
But ihade thofe laurels that defcend ta you. 

Thua 
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Thus died, unattended and unlamented, 
T];m& life of pleafure and this foul of whim ; 

too fatally realizing the melancholy defcription of 
the Wits by the celebrated Roger Afchatn, in his 
•* Schoolmafter:*' 

*• Commonlie men very quick of witte be aMb 
<* very light of conditions. In youth they be 
*• readie fcoffers, privie mockers, and ever over- 
** light and merry ; in age they are teftie, very 
** ^valpifh, and alwaies ovcr-miferaWe. And 
** yet fewe of them come to any great age, 
*' by reafon of their mifordered life when thty are 
** yonge j but a great deal fciver of them come to 
** (hew any great countenance, or bear any great 
** authoritie abroade in the world ; but either live 
** obfcurely, men wot not how, or dye obfcurely, 
** men mark not when." 

The character of Lovelace in Clarifia has 
been fuppofed to be that of this Nobleman; 
and what makes this fuppofition more likely is, 
that *• The True Briton," a politick pAper in 
whichr the Duke ufed to write, was prihted by 
Mr. Richardfon. 
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Cj^orge the Second. 

THIS Prince was very anxious to favc tbe life 
of Dn Cameron, againft whom execution was 
awarded for treafoa five years after the 2Q, of 
attainder* When he was defired to fign one of 
the death-warrants for a fimilar offence, he (aid, in 
the true fpirit of mercy that has ever diftinguifked 
his illuftrious Houfe, <^ Surely there has been too 
*< much blood already fpilt upon this occafbn !'' 

This Prince feemed to have none of that love 
of individual and diftinA property which has 
marked the character of many Sovereigns. His 
Majefty came one day to Richmond Gardens, and 
finding the gates of them locked, whilft fome 
decently drefTed perfons were (landing on the out- 
fidei called for the head-gardener in a great paf- 
fion, and told him to open the door immediately: 
" My fubjefts, Sir,*' added he, " walk where 
*^ they pleafe/* 

The fame gardener complaining to bim one 
day that die company in Richmond Gardens bad 
taken up fome of the flower-roots and (hrubs diat 
were planted there, his only reply was, (baking 
his cane at him) ^< Plant more then, you block- 

PHlLIP^ 
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PHILIP V. 
KINO OF SPAIN. 

PHfLIP, who was always complaining of his 
health, is thus defcribed by one who had frequent 
opportunities of feeing him : 

** He cats heartily at dinner, goes out every 
^* day> afterwards fups more moderately, but 
*< takes always a large plate of foup and the whole 
*' of a fowl ; fleeps for feven hours profoundly a$ 
^^ foon as he lays his head upon tiis pillow, and is 
** never difturbed either by the cough of his Queen 
** (who conftantly fleepa with him), or by the 
** entering of her maids into the roomi, who arc 
^* continually coming to her affifbnce." 

Philip was one day much cmbarraiTed by the 
various accounts that had been given him of fome 
political occurrence by the different Foreign 
Minifters at his Court : ** I will v^rait,** faid hc^ 
" till the Engli/h Minifter comes*' (who at that 
time was the late excellent Sir Benjamin Keene) : 
•* he is of a country that never deceives." 



A A 2 ^BEN 
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^mEN CAROLINE. 

THIS- excellent Princefs one day obferving thatr 
bcr daughter, the Princefs ■ ,. ha^ miide 

one of the Ladies abput her (land a long tinie 
whilft flie was talking to her upon (bene triflicg: 
ftibjeft, was refolved to give her a praftical repri- 
mand for her fll-behaviouf that (houid have more 
weight than verbal precept,. When the PrincefS 
therefore came to her in the evening as ufual to reid 
to her, and was drawing herfelf a chair to fit down,. 
the Queen feid, •* No, my dear, you muft not 
^' fit at prefent ; for 1 intend to make you ftarid 
'^ this evening as long as you fuffened. Lady •*— ^ 
'^' fo remain in die fame pofition."* 

Bifhop Butler's abftrufe woric on the *^Aiialbgy 
'^ of Religion to Human Nature,*^was a &vourite 
bock with this Queen. She told Mr. Sale, the 
Orientalift, that (he read it every day at breakfaft^ 
fo lig^t did her metaphyfical mind make of that- 
'book which Or. Hoadley, Bifbop of Winchefter, 
faid he never could lo<^ into without m^ing his* 
head ache. • . ' 



SIR. 
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SIR ROBERT fVJLPOLE, 

£AR1« OF ORFORD. « 

SIR ROBERT ufed to fay, in fpealdng ctf 
•corruption, ** Wc Minifters are generally called 
*^ and are fometimes, tempters i but we-are oftener 
^* tempted." 

When he quarrelled with Lord Sunderland, he 

went into Oppofition ; and on the debate upon the 

-capital claufe in the Mutiny Bill, he made ufe rf 

this ftrong expreffion, ** Whoever gxvesthe power 

*^ of blood, gives blood." The tjueftion being 

carried in favour of Miniftry by a fmall majority, 

' Sir Robert faid, after the divifion, ** 'Faith, I was 

*' afraid that we had got the queftion j" his good 

ienfe perfe<ffly well enabling him to fee, that armies 

could not be kept in order without ftrift difciplinp 

^and the power of life and death. 

Sir RcJbert had very exa<a intelligence of what 
was paffing at the Court of the Pretender. When 
Alderman Barber viCted the Minift.er after his 
return from Rome, be a&ed him how his old 
friend the Pretender did. The Alderman was 
much furprifed. Sir Robert then related (bme part- 
iculars of the converfation. ** Well thcoi Jack," 
A A J faid 
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feid Sir Robert, << go and fin no more, left a 
^ worfc diing bcfal thee.'* 

Soon after the diflblution of the South -Sea 
Company, Sir Robert brought in the Land-tax 
bill, and laid it upon the table, adding, that the 
bill ibould lay there till the enquiry was gone 
through, and the country fatisfied* 

Sir Robert always declared, that he meant the 
Excife fcheme in 1733 ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ *^ owners 
of land, as an efficacious and cheap method 
of colleSing revenue, and as a prevention againft 
fraud. The Oppefition, as a venerable and excel* 
lent Politician has always declared, thought fo 
well of the fcheme, that they held themfelves 
bound in confcience not to oppofe it. Lord 
Bolingbroke, however, fent round to their leaders, 
and a(ked them, whether they wi(hed that Sir 
Robert (hould be Minifter for ever. " It is," 
faid he, '* one of the wifeft fchemes thzt ever 
** entered into the head of any Minifter, and it is 
" for that reafon you ought to oppofe it., A foolilh 
** fcheme of courfe brings difgrace upon the perfon 
*^ who propofes it. So go down to the Houfe of 
*' Commons; call John Bull's houfe his caftle } 
" and talk of the tyranny and oppreffion of the 
** regulations of the Excife.** This was done 
fo efFeftually, and fuch a clamour raifed amongft 

the 
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tfie good people of England, that Sir Robert was^ 
obliged to give up his very wife fcbeme ; which 
he- did in one of the beft fpeeches he ever made. 
Sooa after he was obliged to relkiquifli his Exciie^ 
biH, one of the American Governors propofed t<i 
him a tax upon America, ** Why," replied? he, 
*' you fee I have Old England already fet againft 
•* me 5 do you think tfiat i can wi(h to have New 
^* England fet againft me alfo?** 

The late Lord North told Dr. Johnfon, that Sir 
Robert had once got pofleffion of (ome treafonable 
liters of Mr. Shippen; and that he fentfor him, 
(hewed him the letters, and burnt them before his 
lace. Soon afterwards it was necelTary in a new 
Parliament for Mr. Shippen to take the oaths of 
allegiance to George the Second, when Sir Robert 
(laced him&If overagainft him, and fmiled wbilft 
he was fworn by the Clerk. Mr. Shippen then 
came up to him, and faid, '^ Indeed, Robin, this is 
<« hardly fair.'* 

Dr. Johnfon faid one day of Sir Robert, that 
he was the beft Minifter this country ever had ; 
•^ for,'* added he, '^ he would have kept it in 
** perpetual peace, if we (meaning the Tories 
^ and thofe in oppofition to him) would have let 
^< him." And what greater eulogium can be 
beftowed upon any Minifter, than that his great 
and univexlal aim was to render the country 
A A 4 •f 
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of whkU he i^ entiuSted whh tbe cafe, tranquil 
and floufUhing ? It ibould be likewife i;emafked 
t0 die honour of this Minifter, that (ai& that fa** 
gaciotts and excellent politician the Dt^a of 
Glciuceftcr telb us) be took oflF by one aft of par-* 
liament) upwards of one hundred petty and tdzing 
Cuilom-boufe duties. , ^ 

V .There is extant a letter of this wife and excellent 
Stateiinan to the Duke of Newcaflle» writtoi 
during the time of the ferment in Ireland reipcd- 
k^ Wood's Halfpence* He aj^ears to ai^^rove 
lugU/ 0f the plan, but (ays, « If after all A« 
f ' Irifli ^Uike it^ I will give it up ; as^ I would 
^ never wiih to oppofe the general* fenfe of a 
*^ couiitry on any meafure wharibever," 

During the divifion upon the celebrated Chipr 
ftenham Elt^ion, Sir Robert flood near to the 
worthy Baronet whofe fuccefs on that. occasion 
M^as the caufe^ of his q,uijttiiQ^ his iituation of 
Prime Minifter, and (aid to him (on ©bfcrving a 
:^i;ticular pcrfon dividing againft him),. *' Obferve 
>* that fellow, Sir Edwaird j I faved him from the 
}*. 2?llaw$ in the year — rr-*- 



LORD 
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LORD CHATHAM 

feems to have been one of thofe fiiperior Spirits, 
who, in mercy to Mankind, are permitted occa- 
fiohally to vifit this lower world, to revive of 
create Nations, and to decide the fate of Empires. 
The Britilh Empire, finking under the difabllity 
of his immediate predeceffors, foon regained its 
priftine vigour under the influence of Lord 
Chatham. His great mind pervaded every part of 
ir, and, like the torch of Prometheus, illumihed and 
animated the whole. Called into power at thtf 
middle time of life, and with fome experience in 
the complicated bufmefs of politicks, by the Voice 
of the people, and againft the inclination of his 
Sovereign, he never had the infolencc to declare 
with what rank only of the executive department 
of Government he would do his Country the 
honour and favour ta be contented. In oppo^ 
fitton to the Minifters of his Sovereign, he lievcr, 
from fpleen or from indignation, dared to attempt 
to innovate upon the eftablilhed Conftitution of 
his Countf)', and, with a view to be a favourite 
with the people, cajole them with the hopes of an 
increafe of their power and of their confequenccf, 
which he never in his he^t intended they Chould 

pof- 
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pofiefs, When Prime Minifter, he nevier dealt 
out the dignities and emoluments of office to 
pcrfons merely becaufe they were related to and 
connefled with him, and whom he intended to 
direfl, from the fupcriority of his underftanding 
to theirs, and froip his knowledge of their in-, 
capacity to fill the arduous and important flations 
which, at a veryxritical period of the State, he had, 
affigned to them.. In Council, when a baneful 
influence prevailed, which from jealoufy of autho- 
rity, and perhaps from meaner motives, by its 
improper interpofuion and dangerous interference, 
like jthe perpicious rcmora, impeded and coun* 
tera^ed th^ rob|don of the great veffel of Govern- 
pjcntj he difdaiiied to temporize, and, from views 
pf intereft or of fear, to keep the helm which he 
was not permitted to nianage ^s he pltafed. He 
jxobly, and in the true fpirjt of the ^opftitutiori) 
declared, that he would be nq lopger r^fponfil^le 
/or meafures which he was not permitted to gt|ide« 
Of the manlincfs, of the wifdom, ai^d of the 
virtue of this declaration, his fellow-citizens were 
{o fenfible, that when his Sovereign, the idfA of 
his people, and hixfelf met on an pccafion of public 
feftivity, he appeared to divide with the beloved 
.Vicegerent of Heaven the applaufes of the multir 
Jlude f 

Lord 
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Lord Chatham never degraded his mind with 
that attention to the patronage which his higk 
. fituation afforded, nor divided and diftra<acd his 
underftanding by the minutenefs of detail and the 
meaner operations of finance, which the moft or- 
dinary Clerk in his office could have managed as 
well as himfelf. The great powers of his mind 
were always direfted to fome magnificent objed. 
He faw with the eye of intuition Jtfelf into the 
chara£ters of mankind : he faw for what each man 
was fitted^ His fagacity pervaded the fecrets of 
the Cabinets of other Countries ; and the energy 
of his mind informed and infpirited that of his own, 
Th^ annals of his glorious adminiftration will not 
.be remembered by the rife of the Stocks, or by the 
iavings of a few thoufand pounds, but by the im- 
portation of foreign millions, the fpoil of cities, 
the lack of Nations, by conquefts in every part of 
the Globe. 

Lord Chatham thought it difgraccful in a Prime 
Minifter, becaufe fome of his colleagues differed 
. in opinion from him^ to fee armies wade away, 
and fleets become ufelefs; to behold money in- 
efFedually fquandered, that had been wrung from 
the fweat of the brow of the poor and of the labo- 
rious; and the lives of thoufands of bis fellow- 
fubje<9s facrificed to murmuring compliance, and 
fo pride that indignanilv licks the duih 

On 
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On certain occafions. Lord Chatham oppofeA 
twjt only iht opinions of his brethren in office, but 
t^cn the prejudices of the Sovereign. The fol- 
Icwing aRecdotc^ which was commimicated by his 
Under-Secretary of State Mr, Wood, to a friend 
ttf his, is a ftriking proof of his bonefty and lirm- 
fiefe of mind. 

*♦ L^rd Chatham had appointed Mr. Wolfe to 

** command at the fiege c4 Quebec, and as he told 

** him that he could not give him fo many forcfs 

** as he wanted for that expedition, he would make 

*^ it up as well to him as he coald, by giving hirti 

** the appotntmeiit of aH hts Officers. Mr. Wolfe 

^* fent in his lift, included in which was a Gen- 

-«* tkm*in who was obnoxious to the Sovereign, 

•* then George the Second, for Ibmie advice 

.** which» 3is a military man, he had given to hrs 

*• fon the Duke of Cumberland. Lord Ligonier, 

'*^ then Commander in Chiefs took in the lift to 

'♦* the King^ who (as he expedled) naade fonae ob- 

,** je^tions to a particular name, and refufed to 

-^ lign rife commiiSoni. Lord Chatham fent him 

•*^ in Co the dofct a fecond time, with no better 

'^ Riccefs. Lord Ligonier refufed to go in a third 

*♦ time at Lord Chatham's fuggeftion. Ae was, 

« «*- however^ told that he iliouW lofe his place if he 

*^ ilLd nut J and that, on his prefenting the name to 

« the 
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^ tb€ Sovereign, he fhoitld tell hitn the" peculiar 

•* fitttation of the ftate of the expedition, and that 

^ in order to make, any General completdy 

** refponfible for his conduit, he fhould be niadc, 

*' as much as poffiWe, inexcufabk if he does not 

^ fucceed ; and that, i« confequence, whatever aa 

^ Officer, who was cntrufted with any fervice of 

** confidence and of consequence, defired, fbouU 

•* (if poflible) be complied with. Lord Ligonier 

*^ went in a third time, and tcdd his Soverdga 

•* what he was direfted to tell him. The good 

" fenfe of the Moi^rch (b completely difarmed h*^ 

** prejudice, that he figned the particular com- 

** miiEon^ as he was defired.*^ 

Lord Chatham was educated at Eton, and m 

no very particular manner diftinguiihed himfcif i^ 
l&at celebrated feminary. Virgil in early life w^ 

' his favourite Author. He was by no means a good 
Greek firholar $ and though he occafionally copied 

^ ^e arrangementand thee;^prefIions of D^moiiheocs 
with great fiiccefs in his (peeches, he perhi^ 

. drew them from the Collana tranflation of that 
admirable Qcator (that book havingbeen frequexitly 
feen in his room by a great Lawyer fome tiole 
dcceafed)* The fcrroons of the great Dr. Barrcwr 
and of Abernethy were favourite books \yith hiT^i. 
and of the fermons of the late Mr. Mudge of 

PI/. 



dbyGoogk 



S66 AKBCOOTES OF 80MK 

Fljrmoath he always fpoke very highly. He once 
declared in the Houfe of Commons, that no book 
had ever been pertifed by him with apisl inftru&ioii 
with the Lives of Plutarch *. 

Lord Chatham was an extremely fine reader of 
Tragedy } and a Lady of rank and tafte, no\^ 
Kving^ decbrrs with what iatisfa£tion (he has 
heard him read fome of Shakefpeare's Hiftorical 
PlayS) particularly thofe of Henry the Fourth and 
Fifth. She however uniformly obferved, that 
when hs came to the comic or buffoon parts of thofe 
ptay9> he always gave the book to one of his re- 
lations, and when they were gone through, he took 
the book again. 

Dr. Johnfon fays acutely, that no man is a 
hypocrite in his amufements ; and thofe of Lord 
Chatham fcem always to have born the ftamp of 
greatnefs about themv 

Lord Chatham wrote occafionally very good 
verfes* His tafte in laying out grounds was ex- 
. ^ifite. One fcene in the gardens of South Lodge 
on Enfield Chafe (which was dcfigncd by him), 
that of the Temple of Pan and its accompani- 
ments, is mentioned by Mr. Whatelcy, in his 
•* Obfervations on Modern Gardening," as one 
of the happicft efforts of well-direSed and appro- 
priate decoration. 

« Lord Monboddo on the Ofigln of Languf»gc. 
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Of Lord Chatham's eloquence who c|n fpeak 
that has not heard it ? and who that had the happi- 
nefs to hear it, can do juftice to it by defcription ? 
It was neither the rounded and the monotonous 
declamation, the exuberance of images, the acute 
fophiftry, or the Attic wit and fatirlcal point, that 
we have feen admired in our times. It was very 
various ; it poflefled great force of light and (hade; 
it occafionally funk to colloquial familiarity, and 
occafionally rofe to Epic fublimity. If he crept 
fometimes with Timaeus, he as often thundered 
and lightened with Pericles. His irony, though 
firong, was ever dignified ; his power of ridicule 
irrefiftible ; and his invediive fo terrible, that the 
objefts of it Ihrunk under it like (hrubs before the 
\*ithering and the blafting Eaft. Whoever heard 
jthis great man fpeak, always brought away 
fomething that remained upon his memory and 
upon his imagination. A verb urn ardens, a gloW' 
iiig vyord, a happy facility of expreilion, an appro- 
priate metaphor, a foicible image, or a fublioie 
figure, never failed to recompenfe the atteniion 
which the hearer had beftowed upon him. 

Soon after Sir Robert Walpole had taken away 
his Cornet's commiffion from this extraordinary 
man, he ufcd to drive himfelf about the country in 
a one-horfe chaife, without a fervant. At each 
town to which he came, the people gathered round 

about 
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about his carriage, and received htm widi the 
loudeft acclamations. 

Lord Chatham thought very highly of die effeSs 
of drefs and of dignity of manner Upon mankind. 
He was never feen on bu(inefs without a full-drefs 
coat and a tye-wig^ and he never permitted his 
Under-Secretaries to fit down before him. 

A General Officer was once afked by Lord 
Chatham, How many men he fhould require for a 
certain expedition? ** Ten thoufand," was the 
ahfwer. " You fhall have twelve thouiand,^ faid 
the Minifter, **and then if you do not fucceed, it 
«* is your fault." 

The original of the charafterof Praxiteles, in 
Mr. Greville*s very entertaining book of Maxims, 
is faid to have been Lord Chadiam. 

When Cardinal Stoppani (furnamcd in the Con- 
clave of Cardinals II Politico) was informed that 
Lord Chatham hadceafed to be Minifter of England, 
' be told an Englifh Gentleman that he could not 
* give any credit to it. " What heir," he added, 
' ** on coming to a confideraWe eftate, and finding 
** it excellently well managed by a fteward, would 
*^ difmifs that fteward merely becaufe he had iervcd 
♦♦ his predecefTor ?•* 

The late King of Pruffia, in his Hiftory of the 

Seven Years War, thus defcribes Lord Chatham : 

' •* L* eloquence ct la genie de M. Pitt atoimt nndu 

' ' « ndoii 
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' « fidok dt la Natiwiy c^itoti la meilkUre ttie 
^ d^ytngleferre. II avoit /ubjugui la Gbanibre 
** Bajfe par la f(^ce di la parole. II y regndity it 
** en etoity p$ur alnft dire^ Fame. Parvenu, au 
'^ timon dei ajfaintj il appliqUa tpute PiUndue de 
^ fin genie i rendre ifa pairie la domi tuition des 
** mersy et penfant en grande homme^ Hfi^^ indigni 
*• di la Convention de Chjler Seven^ qu*ll regardoit 
^^ comme topprebre des Anglois*^* 

This great Minifter wa^ born at SxRATFOltli 
HousJE, at the foot of the fortrefs of OtD Sarum s 
an Engraving of which is appended to this Col- 
ledlion, to fatisfy that grateful ciu^iofity with which 
We ever contemplate the birth-place of thofe who 
have been the friends and the beiie&£bf s of their 
Country* 



4DMIRAL BOSCAJVEN. 

WHEN' this gitat feaman was appointed to the 
command of a guard-fbip that was ftationed at the 
Nore, he fent away feveral of the newly-preffed 
men that were brought to him, in company with 
fome experienced feamen, in frigates and (mgU 
yeffels, to tjic mouths of many of the creeks and 
- s rou XI. > B rivers 
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rivers on the coafts of Kent and of Suilex, to guard 
. tbofe countries from an invaiion which was than 
projefting by the French ♦. 

This excellent Officer was fo anxious for tfac 
honour of the fea-fervice, and for that of himfelf^ 
that when Lord Anfon, then Firft Lord of tfa« 
Admiralty, refufed to confirm his promotion of 
two Naval Officers to the rank of Poft-Captains, 
in confequence of their having diftinguiCbed them^ 
felves at the fiege of Louifburgh, he threatened 
to give up his feat at the Board of Admiralty. 
Lord Anfon however, not to be deprived of thft 
advice and experience of this great feaman, though! 
fit to retra£t his oppolition* 

In fome French Memoirs Mr« Bofcawen i$ 
reprefented as having, at the fiege of Lpuifburgb^ 
wholly given himfelf up to the dire^on of a par* 
ticular Captain in that arduous and enterprizing 
bufinefs* This is by no means true. Whoever 
knew Mr. Bofcawen au y^wi— whoever was ac- 
quainted with his knowledge in his profeffion, with 

* " The Admiral is gone in a great hurry to the Nore, 
** where he is fent to command, in order to defend the 
*• River and the coafts from an invafion, which it is every 
** day expefted the French will attempt. He has thirty 
^* Lieutenants and two Captains under his orders, whom^ 
^* he is to employ in fmaJl veflels to guard the coafts.** 

lies. LciUn, Dicmbir 6^ {745, 
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hh intrrpidtty of mind, his ' inefs and in^e- 
J)ai^ nee of conduS and of charafter, c • ^ never in 
the leaft degree give eredit to this ^ifh and 
I^zarded aflertion. The Admital hdwt upon 
other occafions, and in other circumftanu: ^ de-^ 
ferred to the opinion^ of tbofe with whoin ht was 
profeffionally connefted. He Was biice feht with 
a command to ihtertept a St. Domingo fleet of 
Merchantmen, and was waiting near the track 
which it was fuppofed they would take. One of his 
feamen came to him to tell him that the fleet was 
How in fight. The Admii-al took his glafs, and 
from his fuperibr poWer of eytf, or perhaps from pre- 
Tious information^ faid^ that the failor was mifta- 
ken, and that what he faw was the grand French 
fleet. The feaman, however, perfifted. The Ad- 
miral ddfited fome others of his crew to look 
through the glafd ; Wh6 all, with their brains heated 
with the pfofpeft of a prize, declared, that what 
Ihey faw was the St. Domingo fleet. He nobly re- 
plied, " Gentlemen, you (hall never fay that I have 
** ftood in the way of your enriching yourfelves ; I 
** fubmit to you j but remember, when you find 
** your roiftake, you muft ftand by me." The 
miftake was foon difcovcred, and the Admiral, by 
ftich an exertion of manoeuvres as the fervice has 
liot often feen^ faved his fhip, 

M ^ % He 
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. Ifewaiiolitdeiiifiiatdwi^dM^iritofpartf 
wUchi in the kft war, prevailed in our navy, to ^ 
iruin of thflr eoonlryi an4 to the difgrace of the 
profeffion, that whent oa bis return frosa feme 
eaqiMdition, be found his friends out of place, aail 
Mother Adminiftratioa appointed, and waa allied 
whether he would continue as a IxNrd of tiie AdU 
miralty with them } he replied very nobly, *^ Th^ 
<^ Country has a right to the fervices ^ its pro- 
^ feffional men : (bould I be fent ^iffm u^on any 
<* expedition, my fituation at the Admiratty wH 
<^ facilitate the equipmem of the ftiet I am t^ 
<* conunand.'^ 

Mr* JBofcawen thought with die celebratsd 
Admiral Blake, *< It is not fot us to mind Sta^af* 
^* £ur8, but to prevent Foreigners from fooling us." 

A ^vourite Captain of his ufed to declare, toS 
previous to fome engagement, wbilft he was con* 
templating with tranfport the excellence of Ua 
ibips, and the courage and (kill of their GosM 
manders, he (aid to him, ^* Admiral , do you ^akdk 
^< that all your Captains wiH do diieir du^ mtfa9 
•* engagement P* •« I truft they will,'* anfwered 
he i *^ but Lieutenant B, if they do not^ Ae firft 
^^ per<bn that I ihall obferve to fail, I iball j(end 
** you to his (hip to fuperlede him/* 
. No greater teftimony of the mmt of Admsial 
Bofcawen can be given than thi^ afforded by the. 

btr 
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late Lord Chatham, when Prime Minifter of this 
country : " When I apply/' faid he, " to other 
** Officers refpeAing any expedition I may chance 
<* to projeft, they always raife difficulties ; yott 
*< always find expedients," Of Lord Chadbam 
Mr. Bofcawen faid, " He alone can carry on the 
<« war, and he alone fhould be permitted to mak^ 
i< the peace ♦/• 

The following infcription is on the Admiral's 
tnonument, in die church of St. Michael Penkevel, 
in Cornwall. It is fuppofed to have been written 
by his excellent ^nd dUccmfolate Widow, who 
appears in it to have felt no left fenfibly the loft 
her Country experienced, than thi^t which (he 
her(e)f fuftained; 

^isghri^yfed haudfo^h reipnibrua^ 
llere lies the Right Honourable 
EDWARD BOSCAWEN, 
^dmiral of the Blue, General of Marines, 
l<ord of the Admiralty, and one of his 
Majefty's Moft Honourable Privy 
Coum3jK 
• When the Duke of Bedford went prer to Paris as 
^jnbaflador in 1763, he iniifted rauch on (bmc point in the 
treaty in which he was oppo(ed by the French Miniftry* 
He then told them, that if they contmued their oppofition 
to it, he fhould immediately return to England, and advife 
his Sovereign to place {^ord Chatham at the head of affairs. 
This threat had its proper effed upon thofe who had 
fuffered from the exertions of that great man» and they 
immediately gave up the difputed point to the Ambaflador. 



d by Google 



\ 



3^4 AKECDOTBS OF SOUM 

His birth, though noble. 

His titles, though illuftrious, 

Were but incidental additions to his greatneftf 

History, 

In more exprcffive and more indelible 

chara^ers, 

Will inform lateft pofterity 

With what ardent zeal. 
With what fuccefsful valour. 
He fcrved hi? country ; 
And taught her enenaieis 
To dread her navaj power. 
In command 
He was equal to every emergency, 
Superior to every difficulty; 
In his high departments mafterly and uprigh^ | 
His example formed, while 
His patronage rewarded 
MeriT| 
W»th the higheft exertions of military greatnefs^ 
Pe united the gentlefl^ offices of humanitjr ; 
His concern for the intcrefts^ apd 
unwearied attention to the health 
Of all under his command, 
Softened the neceffary exactions of duty^ 
And the rigours of difcipline, 
By the care of a Guardian, and the 
tend erne fs of a Father. 
Thus belov'd and rever*d, 
Amiable in private life, as illuftrious in public, 
This gallant and profitable fervant of his country. 
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When he was beginning to reap the harveft 

Of his toils and dangers. 

In the full meridian of years and glory. 

After having been providentially preferred 

Through every peril incident to his profeffion, 

Died of a fever 

On the loth of January, in the year 1761, 

The 50th of his age, 

At Hatchlands Park, in Surrey ; 

A feat he had jufl finifhed, at the expence 

Of the enemies of his country ; 

And (amidfl the groans and tears 

Of his beloved Cornifhmen) was here depoiited. 

His once happy Wife infcribes this marble. 

An equal teftimony of his worth 

Apd of her affection, . 



SIR JOSHUA RETNOLDS. 

THIS eminent Artift was born at Plimptoa 

St Mary's, in Devonihire, in the year 1723* His 

father was a clergyman, and the intimate friend of 

that eminent Plvim Mr. Zacharii^ Mudge. Sir 

9 B 4 Jojfow 
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Joibua was very early in life fipot to a gis|ByMr« 
fchool, where he made a good |NX>liciency in Latiru 
He was ever of opiqion, that his deftination of miru) 
to Painting wa$ occafioned by the accident^ pcru- 
(al of kichardfon's Treatife on th^t An when h^ 
was very young*, Some Frontifpieces to the 
Lives of Plutarch are ftill preferred by his relav 
tionSi as fpecimcns <^ his early predi|oAio^ for his 
art| and of ^e promife that he gave of being emi<t 
nent in it. He became Pupil to Mft ^udfon the 
Painter in 174 — , who, amongft other' advice that 
he gave him, recommended him to copy Guer- 
chino's drawings* This he did >vith fuch idcill) that 
many of them are now prtferved in the Cabinets of 
the curious in this country, as the originals of th^t 
very great mafter. Aboi^t the year I7|q he went 
to Rome tp profecute his ftudics, where he rer 
mained nearly two yea^Sy and ^mp)oyed him&lf 
rather \n making ftudies from, than in copying 
the works of the great Pointers with which that 
illuftrious Metropolis of the Arts abounds. Here 
he amufed himfelf with painting Caricatures, 
particularly a very large one of all the £ngUi!| 
that were then at Rome, in the different atti-* 
tudes of RaphaePs celebrated School of Athens, 
lie retiirned to England about the year 1751, 

an4 
^ ^e^ Johafon^s Life of Milton* 
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find took a houfe in Newport-ftreet, Leiceftef 
fields; to which latter place he removed fooii 
afterwards^ and where he c()ntinued till the timt 
of his death. Sir Jofhua had fo little of the 
jealoufy of his profeflion, that wheny fome time 
lince, a celebrated EngliOi Artift, on his arriv4 
from Italy, aiked him where he (bould fet up n 
houfe. Sir Jofhua told him, that ^e next houfe to 
hitn was vacant, and that he had found the fituttioil 
^ rery good one. 

An ingenious Critfc thus delineates .Sir 
Jofliua's profeffional charafter : 

<* Sir Jo(hua Reynolds was, moft aflfuredly, tbi^ 
^* beft Portrait- Painter that this age has produced. 
^* He poffefled fomething original in bis manner 
^ which 'diftinguiihed it from thofe Painters who 
^ preceded him. His colouring was excellent^ 
^^ and his diftribution of light and fhadow fo gene-* 
<^ rally judicious and varied, that it moft clearl/ 
f* (hewed that it was not a mere trick of pradice, 
** but the refult of principle. In Hiftory Paint-* 
^* ing his abilities were very refpeSable, ^d his 
f' inventionand judgment were fufficient to have 
f < enabled him to have made a very diftinguiihed 
f^ figure in that very arduous branch of his pro-i 
f * feffioD, if the e^cclufiye tafte of this country for 

*< Portrait^ 
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** Portraits had not difcouraged him from cairi* 
•• vating a talent fo very unprodudive and ncg* 
• lefted. His drawing, though incorrect, had 
•^ always fomething of grandeur in it.'^ 

To bis owf> pifturfjs might be well applied wh^t 
1^ ufed to fay refpeding thofe of Rubens : '' They 
•' r^femble/' faid he, ** a well-chofen nofegay, in 
^ which though the colours are fplendid and 
** vivid, they are never glaring or oppreffive ^ 
^ the ^ye/* 

Sir Jo(hua wrote-—** Difcourfes delivered at tbp 
** Roy^l Academy," 2 vols. 8vo. «* Notes to 
^ Mr. Mafon's Tranflation of Dufrcfnoy or^ 
•* Painting," 4to. Papers No. 76, 79, 82, m 
•* The Idler," on the fubjefl of Painting, were alfo 
written by him 5 and he left behind him in manu- 
ftript feme obfervations upon the piftures of 
Flanders and of Holland. Sir Jofhua's views in 
art were always direfted to fomething grand. He 
propofcd to place h}s exquifite ^olleftion of 
foreign Pidtures in the Lyceum, and to give 
Le(5tures upon them in imitation of the Confe- 
rences of the French Academy of Painting under 
JLouis the Fourteenth, and toilluftrate by example 
the truth of thofe excellent precepts which he had 
delivered in his Le6lurcs. He was very defirous 
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to introduce the ornaments of Painting * and c^ 
Sculpture into the grand though denuded bhric ci 
the Cathedral of the Metropolis, He was anxious 
^hat diat beautiful quarry of ftone, no lefs cold to the 
fight than the feel> fhould be wanned and animated 
in parts with the fplendid decoration of gilding. 
He wifhed to make this triumph of the Art of 
Archite6lure, the Cathedral of the Metropolis, the 
Britifh Temple of Fame ; that in this febric 
National gratitude Ihould ere£): Monuments Ca 
thofe diftinguifhed perfons 

^ifui memores alios fecire merendo t 

Whofc glorious names for fervices performed 
I^ive i^ the grateful memory of mankinds 

With much effort, and at great expence, he 
procured a nich in that place of diilinguiflied 
fepulture for his friend die Britiih Lexicographer. 

♦ The plan for decorating the Cathedral of St. Paul'* 
with Paintings by the moft eminent EngUfh Artifts, was 
ftopped by the caution, perhaps neceflary at that time, of 
Dr. Terrick, Bifliop of London. Sir Joihua, with a munT« 
f cence worthy of the Painter whom in every refpe£l h^ 
rooft refembled, the accomplifhed Rubens, intended to 
liare made the Chapter a prefentpf api^ure of the Holf 
Family painted by himfelf. 

There 
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There is ftiU a mch left in the BritUh Teoi[^ of 
Fame for bimlelft which gratitudei fnendflup, and 
veneratioa for taints, wiU in lime taj^y luridi hk 
|latue# 

The following charaOer of this gr«at ArtHI, 
m given in the New^pers foon after hm 
l^lendid and public funeral in St Paulas, is the 
proctu£lion of Mr* Buri^b. It is the eulogium of 
farrhafitts pronounced by Pericles «^ it is the 
eulogtttm of die greateft Fainter by ^ aKH 
confummate Orator of bis time> 

^ His illncls was Ipi^ but borne with a mild 
^ and cheerful fortitude, without die leaft mixn 
*^ ture of anything irritable or querulous^ agree** 
f* ably to the placid and even tenour of his whole 
^ Kfe. He had from the beginning of bis n^a* 
^ lady a diftinft view of lus diflbluttoiH wbicli 
^ be contemplated with that entire compofure 
*^ which nothing but the innocence, integrity, luid 
^ uiefulntfs of his life, and an unafleSed fubmif- 
^* &oa to the will of Providence, could beftow*' 
M In this fltuation he bad every confola^on from 
^ £untly tendernefs, which his te<id^ne& to hia 
^ &mily had always merited. 

« Sir Jolhua Reynolds wa% on very many 
^ accounts, one of th^ moft meoKirable men of 

^' hia 
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•* his timet— *4ie wa$ the firft Engliflimati who 
<* added the praUe of the elegant arts to the odiei* 
•* glories of his country* In taftci in grace, in 
^ facility, in happy invention> and in the richaeft 
•* and harmony of Colouring, he was equal to the 
^ great mafters of the renowned ages. In portrait 
^^ he went beyond them) for he communicated to 
<^ that defcription of the art in which Engltfli^ 
^ artifts are the moft engaged, a variety, a faney^ 
^ and a digidty derived from the higher branches^ 
^ which even thofe who profefled them in a fupe^* 
^ rior manner did not always preferve when 
^ they delineated individual nature. His por« 
^ traits remind the fpeOator of the inventioa 
? of biftory, and the amenity of landfcape. In 
^* painting portraits, he appears not to be raifed 
'^ upon that platform, but to deicend to it from a 
*^ higher fphere« His paintings illuftrate his le(* 
*^ fons, and his leffons feem to be derived from his 
*^ paintings. 

^ He pofieflfed the theory as perfe£tiy as die 
^* practice of his art* To be fuch a painter he 
^ was a profound and penetrating phitoTopher. 

^^ In full haq[q>inefs of foreign and domeftic fame, 
^ admired by the expert in art, and by the 
^ learned in fcience, courted by Ae great, carefled 
^ by Sovereign Powers^ and celebrated bydiftin- 
'^ guiflied PoctSy his native humility, modefty, 

i* aod 
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** and candouf never forfook him, even on fe-» 
•* prize or provocation; nor was the leaft degred 
•* of arrogance or afiunnption vifible to the moft 
** fcrutinizing eye, in any part of his conduS of 
•* diftourfe; 

" His talents of every kinJ— powerful fronl 
•* nature, and not meanly cultivated in letters—* 
^ his focial virtues in all the relations and all thtf 
^ habitudes of life, rendered him the center of 
** a very great and unparalleled Variety of agree- 
*« able Societies, which will be diffipated by his 
•* death. He hjCd tod much merit not to excite 
•* fome jealoufy, too much innocence to provoked 
** any enmity. The lofs of no man of his time 
•* can be felt with more fincere, general, and 
*• unmixed forrow. 

*« Hail ! and Farewell !'* 



LORD MANSFIELD. 

THE charafter of Lord Mansfield wa$, per-* 
haps, never better, certainly never mortf elegantly 
delineated, than by the pen of the prefent BUhop of 
Worceftcr, in his Life of Bifliop War burton.^ 

« Mir. 
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^ Mr. Murray, afterwards Earl of Mansfield^ 
«* and Lord Chief Juftice of England, was to 
^< extraordinary a perfon, and made fo great a 
** figure in the world, that his name muft go 
<^ down to pofterity with diftingui(hed honour ta 
*' the public records of the nation. For his (hinirig 
** talents difplayed themfelves in every depart- 
*< ment of the State, as well as in die Supreme 
** Court of Juftice, his peculiar province, whidi 
<* he filled with a luftre of reputation equalled 
<* perhaps, certainly not exceeded by any of hU 
*' predeceffors. 

** Of his coDdu<ft in the Houfe of Lords I can 
** fpeak with the more confidence, becaufe I ipeak 
** from my own obfervation. Too good to be the 
*^ leader, and too able to be the dupe of afty 
^* party, he was believed to fpeak his own fenfe Of 
** public meafures 5 and the authority of his jud^- 
" ment was fo high, that in regular times the 
** Houfe was ufually decided by it. He was no 
*' fiarward or frequent fpeaker, but referved himfelf 
" (as was fit) for occafions worthy of him. In 
«^ debate, he was eloquent as well as wife, or rather 
** he became eloquent by his wifdom. Hi** un- 
** tenance and tone of voice imprinted w ^ ideas 
*' of penetration, probity, and candour*? / bat 
** what fecured your attention and affent to all 
" hefaid, was his conftautgood fenfe, flawing fti 

" apt 
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«« apt terms, and in the cleareft method. lid 
** affc£ted no fallies of the imagination, or burft* 
.** ofpaffioni muchle&wottkl he ccaidefcend to 
*^ perfonal atnife or to petulant altercation. All' 
<< was clear candid reafon, letting itfelf fo eafiljr 
^* into the minds of his hearers as to carry infor- 
<^ mation and conviction with it. In a word, his 
^* public fenatorial charafter rery much reiembled 
** thatof Meflala, of whom Cicerofays, addreffing 
*• bimfclf to Brutus, " Do not imagine, Brutus^ 
^* d^t for worth, honour, and a warm love of 
^* his country, any one is comparable to Meflala i 
•^ fo that his eloquence (in which he wonderfully 
^^ excels) is almoft eclipfed by thofe virtues. And 
^ even in his difplay of that faculty his fuperiof 
«« good fenfe .fliews itfelf moft ; with fo mudi 
** care and (kill hath he formed himfelf to the 
^ trueft manner of fpeaking f His powers of 
♦♦ genius and invention are confefledly of the firft 
** &ze* vet he almofl: owes lefs to them than to the 
^* diligent and ftudious cultivation of judgment.** 

** In the commerce of private life, LordManS* 
'^ field was eafy, friendly, and agreeable, ejt- 
•* tremely fenfible^of worth in other men, and 
^* ready on all occafions to countenance and patro-^ 
« ni«e it.'* 

Lord Mansfield had been a long time appliecl 
to bf the late Mr. O wen RulFbead for materials 

for' 
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for his life, which be intended to write. The m6deft 
and ingenuous Chief Jufttce told him, ^< that his 
•* life was not of importance enough to be writ- 
*« ten." He added, «* If you Wifli to writfe the 
■^* life of a truly great man, writ^ the life df 
** Lord HardWicke, who from ^ex^ hUmble itieans, 
** and without family fuppoft and conne£l:i6n$, 
«* became Lord High Chancellor of England oh 
^* account of his virtue^ his talents^ and his dill<^ 
•^ gencc/* 

Some of Lbtd Mansfield's obferVatibtts Werrf, 
^ that cunning was the moft foolifii thing in 
** the world j that we (hould always begiii at the 

• ** end of everything } and that in poJiticSi partiei 
** inftiead of confidering what Is to be done^ 
** ftruggle only who flioUld do it/* 

Lord Mansfield, after the deterfhinatioh of 
fome caufe, found reafons to alter his opinion 

•for the direftions he had given to the jury* 
Some time afterwards he faw one of the CoUnfel 
to whoife Client his opinion hid riot been favour- 
able, and defired hfin to make a motion for a new 
trial. Lord Mansfield was telling this circum- 
ftance one day to one ' of his Brethren, Who 
feemed rather aftoniflied at the cool and eafy man«* 
iler in which he mentioned his change of ophiion. 
*< Why," fays he, '* after all, it is only (hewing 
** the world that you are wifer to-day thad you 
^^ were yefterday/' 

YOL. II. C C To 
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To fome Militvy GendeiEnaa who was a|>* 
pointed Governor of one of our Iflands in ibfi 
Weft Indies, and who expreffed his apprchea- 
fions of not being able to difcharge his duty as 
Ch^ccUor of his Province, Lord Mansfield gave 
this advice : ** Always decide, and never give 
<* reafons for your decifion. You will in general 
«< decide well, yet give very bad reafons for your 
*• judgment.*' 

Raleigh's "Hiftory of the World,'* Giannone^S 
« Hiftory of Naples^" Duclos' « Hiftory of 
** Louis the Eleventh of France/' and Vati3el*s 
<* Law of Nations," were favourite books with 
Lord Mansfield, He wrote fomc << Direfttons 
** for the Study of Hiftory," for the prefent Duke 
of Portland, which may be feen in The EuitoFB AN 
Magazine for March and April 1791 ; and 
fome ** Direftions for the Study of the Law^** 
in the (ame excellent Repofitory for June ia tbi 
jame ]cear. 

When, to the diigrace of the police and of the 
fpirit of the Country, Lord Mansfield's houfe la 
Bloomfbury Square was burnt,, he loft, amgi^ft 
pther papers, a fcrap of paper of Lord Clarendon^ 
band-writing to this purpofe : 

«« The Englifh Conftitution is — March, i66a^ 
•« The Englilh Conftitution is— —January, 1663. 
« The Englilb Conftitution is**— April, 1663. 

*« Aftof 
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* After fuch repeated recurrences to confider it, 
^ I cannot pretetid accurately to define it.** 

What this great man, perhaps from modefty, 
dnd perhaps frbm being placed too near the cx- 
quifite and venerable £abric to furvey its feveral 
^arts and dependencies, would not venture to teli 
tis, let us bear from Foreigners, who, on com- 
paring their Governments with ours— who, from 
experiencing the inconveniences of their own, 
and feeing the bleffings of our Conftitution, are 
left likely to be prejudiced obfervers, or rapturous 
encomiafts. 

Philip de Comines fays, ** Ou la cbofe publiqui 
** tji mUux traitiif et ou ily a moins de moUncefur 
" U peupky c'eft AngUurre.^^ 

The celebrated *' Encyclopedie Methodique** of 
the French, that dep6t, as they are pleafed to 
term it, of all knowledge and of every fcience, 
under the article *• Jngletern^** fays, " Of all the 
** Governments with which wc are acquainted, 
<< that of England pofiefies three eflential advan« 
** tages: It affords greater certainty of pro- 
** te^ion— it requires the fmalleft facrifices— and 
^ is the moll capable of perfeftion ♦.'* 

c c 2 The 

• The celebrated Profcffor Vattcl, hi his « Law of 
^* Nations," fpeaking of the Conftitution of England, ex- 
claims. 
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The tcute Bctumellc lays, « The Confiitotfo* 
<• of England muft be immortal) for no wife Natioa 
** was ever inflaved by an internal foe, and no free 
•* Nation was ever inflaved by an external enemy/' 

«* Thfc Englifli,*' fays the illuftriouS Prefidcht 
de Montcfcjuieu, *< are the moft free people that 
** ever were upon the earth. England, of all the 
^* Nations in the world, is that which has known 
^* how to make the moft (all at the fame time) of 
•* thofe three great things, Religion, Commerce 
" and Liberty." 

•* Harrington," feysMontefquieu again, •'inhis 
<^ Oceana^ has ejcamined \^hat is the higheft 
*« point of Liberty to which the Conftitution of a 
^ State can be carried; But it xmy be faid of 
^< him, that he fearched for Liberty till he had let 
<' it pafs him without knowing it, and that he 
^* built Chalcedon, having the oppofite bank of 
'* Byzantium before bis eyes/* . 

BrifTot, who^ perhaps, paid even with bis life 
for the oppofition of bis anions to his opinion^ 

claims, «* In England^ every good Citizen fees that the 
** flrength of the State is really the welfare of all, and not 
" that of a finglc perfon. Happy Conftitution ( which the 
** people who polTcfs it did not fuddenly obtain ; it has colt 
<< tben> rivers of blood, bat they have n*t purchafed it too 

" dear." 

(ays, 
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fayS) in his Letter addrefled to his Conftituents, 
•* The Englifli Government, which I had invef- 
^^ tigated upon the fpot, appeared to me (in fpitp 
«* of its defeats ♦) a model for thofe Nations that 
*' were defirous to change their Government* 
" The work of M. de Lolme,'* adds he, *« which 
<< is no more than an ingenious panegyric upon 
*« this excellent Conftitution, was at that time in 
^ the hands of the learned few. It was, however, 
*^ in detail, and ought to have been made known 
^< to my Countrymen : for to mal^e it known, 
^ was to make it beloved." 

. SSTO PEEPETUA ! 

f That great Qracle of human wifdom Lord Qacoo, in 
his Chapter " Of Innovations," fays, " {t is true that what 
^* is fettled by cuftom (though ir be not good), yet at ieaft 
^* it is fit. And thofe things which have gone long toge* 
*' ther are (as it were) ponfederate amonglt thcmfelvet} 
ff whereas new things piece not fo wfll. But though 
<• they help by their utility, yet they trouble by their in- 
^* conformity* Beiides, they are like ftrangers| morf 
ff admired and lefs favoured^"-r'BACON, EJay zxi^* 

\ 

9170 07 THE SECOIfO VQlUMf. 
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A. 

Pig* 
ALBEROT^Iy Cardinal, • 255 

\Anne of Auftria, Queen of France, -< 136 
^«ii^, Queen of Englandt • *• 3OO 



B. 

5tf rr^w, Ifaac, D.D. - • ^ S^ 

Bofcawerii Admiral, - * • 369 

B^hardon^ • • ** aoS. 

Bluffier us y Father, - - ^0% 
Buckingham^ Sheffield ©uke of, - - ijj 

c t: 4 Burn^tf^^ 
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Surmt^ Bifhop) •> • » 124 
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